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A T length the Reader is prefttnted 'With 

the Fifth and Laft Volume, of whdt 
We call the Roman Hiftory, which concludes 
with the Tyijfolution of the Byaantin &,;or £,a- 
ftern Empire , the fatal EffeCls of which all 
Chriftenoom feels to this T>ay. 1 thought the 
kind Reception the World gave the former Vo- 
lumes, a fuffcient Encouragement for me toytn* 
dergo the Difficulties I knew I had to contend 
i with in the Compiling of this, tho ’ I muft con- 
fefs they prov'd greater upon Tryal, than they 

4t firft appear'd. The Multiplicity of Authors 
I had to confiilt, their different Tempers, pri¬ 
vate Inter.eft and Inclinations ; the ‘Prolixnefs 
of fome, and affected Brevity of others\ their 
mantfeft Contradictions, and the different Opi¬ 
nions they have fever allyynet with from the 

lekrned World, convinc'd me Of the great Clare 
I 'was to take in the Performance, and how li¬ 
able I was to Miftakes. 'Tis a juft Obfervati- 
d«'C«ntacuzenus, one of the be ft among 'em, has 
made himfeif in she ^Preface to his Hi fogy, 
3 Auto; <11 oiiae; ttot^ Iruyov d x iaxsiixfy>Qt •niej. &V 
tPilyovrc, ivlv £/i %, t £dyrmv wtzv r urgyS- 
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$ -r r j* i'&ou.yizai, « -r /AiaSf/^oov xa- 


M* La<, 7 1 etfoSsisic, fj.rotv wav! 


They 


reprefented, faith be, the Matters they pre¬ 
tended to give an Hiftorical Account of, in 
fuch Colours as were molt agreeable to their 
particular Tempers; without any Regard had 
to Truth, they thought their Bufinefs was im¬ 
moderately to praiie or condemn thofe to 
whom, upon private Confiderations, they were 
well or ill affected. For this Reafon 1 found it 
my Bufinefs to enquire into the Hiflory of the 
Man, before I could defend upon that of the 
Author, and quickly perceiv'd , that ‘Prejudice 
and Partiality were Vices, as predominant 
in thofe Ages as they are novo ; even they who 
pretended to be Eyc-JVitneffes of what they 
rit, were often blinded by Paffion, or mi fled 
by hit eref. 

I would premife this , by way of Apology, for 
whatever Errors jhall be found in the follow¬ 
ing Sheets: The Ground was fo flippery that I 
hope I may be pardon'd , if I have tripp'd fome- 
tiwes-, when the Foundation is weak, 'tis un- 
reafonable to expect a Mafer-piece in the Su- 
perfruBure. 

After all, I hope it is not fo bad , but the 
Reader will meet with fometbing in it worthy 
his Obfervation , and perceive it's no new thing 
to hear the People cry out, The Temple of the 
Lord, The Temple of the Lord! who very 
rarely frequent the Church ; or to find Men con¬ 
tend for what they call the Purity of IVorfkip , 

who 
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•who. in the mean time place all in a ffiecious 
Out fide) and having no more than the f orm of 
Grodlinefs are no better than tinkling Cym¬ 
bals. One thing* the Reader will particu¬ 
larly obferve of the Greeks, that when Ma¬ 
homet was with a powerful Army at their 
Gates, and the ‘Dangers, with which they 
were immediately threaten'd , requir’d the uni¬ 
ted Forces of a much ftronger PeopLe to oppofe 
'em, that then they bufiea themfelves in unfea - 
fonable Difputes about Religion, ’till they had 
facrific d even that, and all that was dear 
to 'em, in the Quarrel. 

The Reader perhaps may wonder why 'tis■ 
fill call'd the Roman Hiftory, fince the Peo¬ 
ple of whom it treats bear fo little a Re- 
femblance to thoje Ancient Romans, who 
were the Subjell of the former Volumes : 
The great eft Reafon is, that they always call 
themfelves fo; their Authors call'd the Peo¬ 
ple Romans, and their Princes the Roman 

Emperors, ajfeffing the Title when they had 
loft the Power, and fo were laugh'd at by 
the reft of the World for their Pains. 

In a Word, tho' it be not a Work fo per¬ 
fect and irreprovable, as might be wifi) a, yet 
I hope it will not meet with a worfe Recepti¬ 
on, for the many Pamphlets that abound at 
this Day in the Wor Id , which oftner expofe 
the Heat, than the Sen/e of a Party, and 
ferve only to widen the Breaches they pre¬ 
tend to heal. 'Tis the Sign of an ill Ma- 

A z it age- 
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nags went in the Faculty^ when fa vttuny Jet 
far 'Thyfcians ; and certainly we neve* 
fca4 more 'Pretenders to Politicks^ who left 
ttuderf ood the Thing they prefume to teach ; 
and ’tis well if fame Means could be found 
to draw the IT or Id off from reading and enh 
ccuraging fucb Follies. 
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I. H E laft Volume concluded with the Re- 

■ eftablifhment of the Empire io the PPeJlui*- 
i ■ der Charles the Great} and tho’ the exceed¬ 
ing Power, and Authority of this new 
Empire, the Extent of its Dominions, the Intrigues, 

Jnterefts, and different Fortunes of his Succeffors, the 
prevailing Greatnefs of the Popes, their private Artifi¬ 
ces and publick Encroachments, the Ignorance of 
fome, the Cruelty of others, and the Ambition of 'erii 
all, feem to afford Materials more than fufficient for 
this fucceeding Volume, I {hall no farther regard ’em 
than as they bear a Relation to the Affairs of the Eafi: 

B The 
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The Fortunes of which Empire I (hall endeavour to 
purfue down to its Diflolution, and prefent ’em to the 
Reader’s View, in as clear and methodical a Narration 
as the Affiftance left us by the Hiftorians will admit of. 

The Byzantine Empire was fo far from being wea¬ 
ken’d by the Ere&ion of a new Imperial Authority in 
the fVeft) that in all probability it would have receiv’d 
new Strength and Nourifhment from it, as by a Line 
of Communication, had it not been broken by the 
Contrivances of fome, who either preferr’d their pri¬ 
vate Intereft to the publick Good, or were influenc’d 
by fuch narrow Confederations as confin’d their Coun¬ 
cils and A&ions to the Age they themfelves liv’d in, 
without any Profpcft had towards the Times that were 
to follow. Men began to grow too opinionative Statef- 
men, to be true Patriots, and the Art of Government 
was more aim’d at, than the End of it: However, as 
private Men are inftrucfccd by the Failings and Mif- 
fortunes of their Neighbours, fo fhould the Fa&ions 
and Diftempers of one Age be apply’d to heal the 
Breaches and Divifions of another. 

At the Time that Charles the Great was faluted Em¬ 
peror by the Pope and all the Roman People, the Ea- 
ftcrn Empire was engag’d in almoft uninterrupted 
W ars with the Saracens , their irreconcilable Enemies * 
who, befides the Hatred they bore ’em from Confi- 
derations Civil and Political, perfecuted them upon 
the Score of their Religion. Aaron their Caliph, and 
his Predeceflors, had fo effe&ualy prevail’d againft 
’em, that hardly the Name of a Patriarch was heard 
of at Antioch or Alexandria and that either becaufe 
no fuch had been for fome Time appointed, or for that 
they who were chofen to the Office had not the 
Courage, in that miferablc Age, to appear in the 
Execution of it; and *cis an afiiired Sign they have 
loft their Liberties, who have been forc’d to give up 
their Religion. Thefe Cor.fiderations, and the daily 
Progrefs of Charles's Arms in the Weft, his unvveary’d 
.Diligence, ^nd warlike Preparations, which feem’d 

to 



Chap. I. LXXJJ. Irene. 

to promife him the abfolute Dominion of all Italjy 
and of Sicily y mov’d Irene the Empreft to fend her 
AmbafTadors to him with Propofals of a firm ancjlaft- 
ing Peace. Charles gave ’em a very free and generous 
Audience, and promis’d by Ambafladors of nis own 

4 t ' | e§ i - * * 

at Conjlantinople to treat of, and agree to, whatever 

fhould be thought proper for the Goccf of both Em¬ 
pires. To thefe Ambafladors were join’d Legats 
from the Pope, and they were all honour’d with a 
very magnificent Reception at Confiantinpple . Thus far 
the Matter proceeded much to the Honour and Sa¬ 
tisfaction of Irene , tho’ in the lftuc it prov’d her 
Dethronement and Deftru&ion. Among their other 
InftruCtions, thefe Ambafladors were order’d to treat 
of a Marriage between Charles and the Emprefi, that 
the two Empires might be once more happily united 
in their Perfons. Of this Irene is faid to have made 
the firft Overtures to Charles, and therefore veryreadi- 
ly enter’d into the Negotiations} but was as zealoufly 
oppos’d in it by Mtius an Enunch, who being a di- 
ftinguiih’d Favourire, rul’d with great Authority in the 
Palace, and was become Mafter of imiqenfe Trea- 
fures. He had for a long Time labour’d in fecret to 
advance his Brother Leo , either as an Aflociat? to /- 
reney or her SuccelTor in the Empire, and he well Knew 
all his Counfels and Contrivances would unavoidably 
be defeated by fo unexpected a Treaty. Nor was 
Mtius the only Obftacle to the Match propos’d* for 
Nicephorus the Patrician, a Man of great Intercft and 
ambitious Defigns, declar’d himfelf more openly a- 
gainft her. He had fome Months before engag’d Ni¬ 
cetas and feveral others of the leading Men among 
the Patricians to join with him, by reprefenting t» 
’em how fhameful and ignominious it was for Men 
like them to be Slaves to the Pride and Ambition of 
an imperious Woman i and now added frefli Weight to 
his former Remonftrances, by fhowing ’em the dan¬ 
gerous ( onfequences of fuch a Match, and the per¬ 
nicious Deflgn Irene had of transferring the Govcm- 
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incnt of the Eaft into the Hands of Charles , and there¬ 
by making them no other than a Province to the We- 
Hem Emperors. This produc’d a very fudden Revo¬ 
lution} for the difeontented Nobility being fupported 
by their Clients and Dependants, went in a large Bo¬ 
dy to the great Palace, where they got an eafie 
Admittance*, for veiling the Guards it was Irene's 
Pleafure Nicephorus fhould be declar’d Emperor, on 
purpofe to obviate the DeGgns of jEtiuSj who in a 
very prefumptuous manner urg’d her to his Brother 
Leo's Promotion} lEtius being a Man obnoxious to 
the Army, the Guards readily believ’d what the Con- 
fpirators affirm’d, and declar’d for Nicephorus } who 
being thus admitted with his Friends, fenthisEmifla- 
ries about the City that Night, to prepare the People 
for the Execution of his Defigns the Day following. 
As (bon as it was Light, thafe of his Party faz'd for- 
Irer.e dt■ cibly on Irene , and (hut her up inPrifon} after which 
f* 7 ’ they conduced their new Emperor to the great 

Church, where he was crown’d in a tumultuous man¬ 
ner, being faluted with the Curfes, rather than the 
Acclamations of the People. 

This v/as the end'of Irene's Power, and the begin¬ 
ning of her Miferies. At firft the Tyrant treated her 
with much Civility and Refpeft, he exclaim’d againft 
the Violence of the People, who, out of a Difaffe&i- 
on to her Perfon and Government, had forc’d him to 
accept of the Imperial Title. He knew (he had con* 
ceal’d an itnmenfe Treafure, and being a Man of a 
fordid covetous Temper, he hop’d, by an infinuating 
Complacency, to perfuade her to difeover it. At firft 
(he endeavour’d to evade his Sollicitations, but at 
length comply’d with his Requeft, upon Condition 
(he might be fuffer’d to live in a peaceable and ho¬ 
nourable Reftraint in the Palace of Eleutberius, which 
(he her felf had built. Nicephorus , by a folcmn Pro- 
mife, granted her DeGre, but having obtain’d his 
ArJ btr Ends he banifhM her to a Monaftery in the Prince') 

JJlandsj from whence be (bortly after remov’d her to 

Mitykni 
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Mitylene in the Ifle of Lesbos , left the People, whp 
hated him* fliould reftqre her to her former pigniry, 
where {he dy'd of Grief. 

Tho 'Irene hid from the -beginning behav’d her (eft” 
like an arrogant, haughty, and ambitious Princefs, yet 
the People, whom ihe had oblig’d by feveral popular 
A&s of Grace and Condefcention, with unfeigned 
Sighs lamented her Deftru&ion, and ’cis wonderful to 
confidcr how the great Champions of the Papacy 
extol and admire her upon no other Account but for 
her Devotion to the See of Rome , and her blind Zeal 
for the worfhip of Images j and tho* neither the 
Tongue of Men or Angels can reafonably excufe 
her unnatural Barbarity to her Son, they have pro- 
phanely prefum’d to vindicate it by Texts of Holy 
Scripture, and thereby in fome meafure made Goa 
himlelf, who is of purer Eyes than to behold Iniqui¬ 
ty, the Author of an Aft which all Ages mu ll have in 
Execration} fo ready are they, by a fuperftitiogs Lo- 
giek, to join the greateft Oppofites, and turn Dark- 
ne 6 into Light. 

Tho’ Charles his Ambafladors, who were Eye-wit- Nicemo. 
nefles of this unexpefted Revolution, could not but* us - 
refent thefc rebellious Proceedings, yet they readily A. D. 
made their Court to the new Prince, and continu’d 8 oj. 
their Negotiations. Nicephorus , who well knew how 
great a Support the Friendihip of Charles would prove 
to him, entertain’d ’em very favourably, and promis’d 

to fend ’em back with Ambafladors of his own, who 
the Year following concluded a Peace between the 
two Princes, by Virtue of which Charles was acknow¬ 
ledg’d Emperor of the Weft, and his Empire compre¬ 
hended all Italy ^ as far as the Rivers Volturno and 01- 

phatito , with Bavaria , Hungary , sfuftria, Croatia^ Dalr 
matia, Sclavonia, all Germany, Prance and Spain, and thap 
the reft of Italy , except Fenice and its Dependancies, 
which continu’d neuter, with the Eaftern Parts qf 
Europe , fliould continue under the Dominion of Nice- 
phorus i whore Ambafladors, having had all Things 
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tranfa&ed according to their own Defires, return’d 
home very well fatisfy’d with their Negotiation. 

Tho’ Nicephorus hop’d, upon his Friendftiip with 
Charles , and the Benefit of this Treaty, to render him- 
felf belov’d and refpe&ed by his People, yet was he 
univerfally detetted, efpecially by the Army. He was 
by Nature haughty, covetous and revengeful, which 
in feme meafure he conceal’d before his Promotion, 
but behav’d himfelf with little or no Referve after his 
Advancement. It is to be doubted whether he was 
more greedy of Blood or of Gold: He was a perfedt 
Slave to his Appetites, and as fuch could have no fe- 
rious Tafte of Religion. Thefe pernicious Quali¬ 
ties, fo unbecoming an Emperor in the very Entrance 
of his Reign, rais’d the general Murmurs of the Peo¬ 
ple againft him, and provok’d the Army in the Eaft 

Jordan's t0 rcncunce their Allegiance, and declare Bardanes , 
kcLv’d one of their Commanders, Emperor. Bardanes was 
e mftmr A at firlt fupported by Michael and Leo, two principal 
>Joe Officers, who fucceeded Nicephorus in the Empire * 
“ tM but whether they found Bardanes , who fear’d the EJf- 

fufion of Chriftian Blood, averfe to the Election of the 
Army ; or that being of a meek, peaceable Temper, 
he was unable to improve the Advantage i ortune had 
thrown into his Hands, they fhortly after deferted 
him, and went over to Nicephorus•, fo that Bardanes , 
being forfaken by his Friends, and terrify’d by the 
Predictions of a Monk, feut a fubmiffivc Meflage to 
Nicephorus, and earneftly fu’d for a Pardon, which the 
Emperor readily promis’d, and order’d him to be 
lhavcn in the Monaftery of Hcraclius at Cataholium\ 
but as if ail this was not fufficient for his Security, he 
ihortlv after crxnmanded his Eyes to be pluck’d our, as 
he was going upon a friendly Invitation from him to 
A. D. Ccnjlantinople. Nicephorus proceeded with great Scve- 
803. rity againft fome others that had appear’d moft forward 

in the late Commotions, and Nicetas , who had been 
fo zealous for his Advancement, was poifon’d about 
the fame Time, and feme will have it by the Empe¬ 
ror’s 
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ror’s Order } who being thus fecur’d from Bardam , 
thought farther to confirm the Empire in his own 
Houfe by crowning his Son Stauratius , a Perfon as 
unfit for the Imperial Dignity as his Father, being de¬ 
form’d in Body and Mind. This Solemnity being o-Niceph«- 
ver, and having, as he thought, fettled his Affairs at rus row- 
home, he march’d with a powerful Army againft the / ^ OTP " b 
Arabians , who had miferably harrafs’d the Empire,* ian * ra " 
and from whom he receiv’d a total Defeat the Augufi 
following, and very narrowly efcap’d with his Life; 
but the Saracens not thinking it fufftcient that they had 
repell’d Nicephorus , and, after he had loft the greateft 
part of his Army, forc’d him to return inglorious 
home, fhortly after, under the Command of Aaron A.D. 
their Caliph, to the Number of three hundred thou- 
fand Men, invaded the Empire, and proceeding as 
far as Tyana, the Metropolis of Cappadocia Minor, they 
took the City, and erc&ed in it a Mahometan Mofch, 
after which the Caliph feiz’d on other fortify’d Towns, 
and having detach’d a Body of fixty thoufand Men 
towards Ancyra in Galatia , they wafted the Country 
up as far as that City. This fpeedy-Progrefs of rhs 
Infidels awaken’d Nicephorus, who wasbufyinghimfelf 
in Buildings, and other expenfive Amufements. He 
rais’d as powerful an Army as the Time would allow 
of, but finding himfclf unable to refill: the numerous 
Forces of his Enemies, he fent his Ambafladors to Aa¬ 
ron with Propofals for a Peace. The Caliph, who 
well knew the Neceflkies to which the Emperor was 
reduc’d, would give no ear to an Accommodation, but 
upon thefe Terms, that the Emperor Ihould pay the 
Saracens an yearly Tribute of thirty thpufand Pieces of 
Gold, befidcs three thoufand for his own Head, and 
as many for that of his Son j and that Nicephorus fhould 

not for the future prefume to repair the Forts Aaron 
had taken and difmantled. Nicephorus paid the Money, 
but as foon as Aaron was retir’d he reftor’d the Forts 
that had been demolifti’d, and added new ones to 
’eui) at which the Arabians were fo provok’d, that they 
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return’d with a numerous Army, and rag’d with a 
greater Fury than they had done before. At the 
fame Time they arm’d a ftrong Fleet againft Cyprus, 
which they took, demolifhing the Churches, killing 
or driving away the Inhabitants, and miferably waft¬ 
ing the Ifland. The Year following they attempted 
the fame Thing againft Rhodes , where a great Num¬ 
ber of the Inhabitants were taken Prifonersj but the 
Garrifon in the Caftle made a very vigorous Refi- 
ftance, and the Fleet in their return fufFer’d very 
much by a furious Storm, which fome Writers have 
attributed to the Violence they offer’d the Relicks of 
St. Nicholas at Myra , a City in Lycia , where they 
touch’d as they were returning home. 

In the mean Time Nicepborus was employ’d in feek- 
ing out an agreeable Match for his Son Stauratius j 
he had lately arm’d for an Expedition againft the 
Bulgarians, his inveterate Enemies, but being arriv’d 
at stdrianople , the Army refus’d to march for want of 
their Pay, which forc’d him to return home with 
much Anger, and more Diihonour. Being arriv’d at 
CcnHaniinovle he fummon’d the mod beautiful Vir- 

J 

gins of the City to appear at Court, in order to 
chufe from among ’em a Wife for his Son* but ha¬ 
ving confulted with his Council he marry’d Staura¬ 
tius to Theophania , one of the lateEmprefs Irene's, Re¬ 
lations, tho’ fhe had been contra&ed before to ano¬ 
ther Man, and to add a Grace to the Nuptial he de- 
flour’d two of the Virgins he had fummon’d to at¬ 
tend him. This his brutifh Behaviour threw the 


People into a general Difcontenr, and in Time 
drew the Divine Vengeance down upon his Head. 
He was fo univerfally hated, that almoft every Day 
fome Confpiracy or other was form’d againft him, 
which however by his extraordinary Diligence he al¬ 
ways dete<fted, and proceeded with exemplary Seve¬ 
rity againft the Confpirators, fparing neither Lay¬ 
men nor Ecclefiafticks, putting fome to Death, ba- 
nilking ethers, and confiicatir.g the Eftates cf the 

reft. 
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reft. Whilft he was wholly intent upon thefe bloody 
Jnquifitions, the Bulgarians defeated a Party of hi* 
Soldiers,' taking from ’em eleven hundred Pounds of 
Gold, which he had affign’d for the Payment of his 
Army. The fame Year before Eafter, Crumus , King 
of Bulgaria , furpris’d Sardica , and put fix thoufaad 
Soldiers to the Sword. The Emperor made no other 
ufe of thefe Misfortunes, than with a more heavy 
Hand to opprefs his diftrefled Subje&sj fuch of his 
Commanders as had the good Fortune to efcape the 
Hands of Crumus he receiv’d fo roughly, andterrify’d 
’em with his Menaces, that he provok’d ’em to re¬ 
volt, and fide with the Bulgarians. He impos’d a 
new Tribute upon the Cicy to repair Sardica , and 
omitted no Opportunity of exhaufting his Subjects, 
and fweliing his own Coffers, which however were 
hardly fufficient for his daily extravagant Expences. 
Some of the Wealth, rais’d by thefe violent Extorti¬ 
on', fell into the Hands of the t Saracens, who, making 
an Inroad into the Roman Territories, overthrew Leo, 
one of his Generals, and, befides the Slaughter of a 
great Multitude of his Men, took from him a great 
Quantity of Gold, with which he was going to pay 
the Army. To repair this Lofs he tax’d all Churches 
and Monafteries, and laid an Impofition of eight 
Years upon the Houfcs of the Nobility, command¬ 
ing Nicetas the Patrician to levy it, whilft he pro¬ 
ceeded in another Expedition againft the Bulgarians . 
Being by this Time forfaken of God, and detclted of 
Men, he had little reafon to hope any good Succefc 
would crown his Undertakings ; however he collect¬ 
ed into one Body mod of the Forces throughout his 
Empire, and having conftrain’d many poor Men to 
ferve on Foot at their own Charges, arm’d with 
Slings and Staves, and following him with their Cur- 
fes, which were aggravated with thofe of his whole 
Army, he enter’d Bulgaria: Of whofe Approach 
when Crumus , who then lay at MarcslU, was inform’d, 
being terrify’d at the Report of the Multitudes he 
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brought with him, fent and defir’d Peace j but the 
obffinate Emperor, blinded by his own Folly, and 
the Infinuations of his Flatterers, arrogantly refus’d 
it, and with a cowardly Temerity, on the twentieth 
of July y when the Dog-ftar rag’d over the Plains, he 
invaded the Country, often repeating thefe Words, 
fVbo Jball go and deceive Ahab ? IVbat God or Devil is it 
that draws me on thus again ft my own fVtll? By which 
he feetn’d fenfible of that Fate which his Foreknow- 
ledge could not avoid. Whilft he was on his March, 
Eyzantius , his beloved Favourite, forfook him, and 
fled with the Imperial Robe and an Hundred Pounds 
of Gold, to Crumus , which was receiv’d as an un- 
A. D. lucky Omen by fome about him. For three Days 
8 U. together he feem’d to have the Advantage, but a- 

ferib’d his Succefs not to the Mercy of God, but the 

Nicrpao- Conduct and good Fortune of his Son Stauratius. He 

exceedingly threaten’d all the Bulgarian Officers that 
oppos’d his Progrefs, extended his Fury to Brutes, to 

B^ria; Infants, and Perfons of both Sexes, all Ages and 

Conditions, denying the Right of Burial to thofe who 
were flain, and with a greedy Eye and rapacious 
Hand feiz’d on whatever was able to fatisfie either 
his Pride or his Avarice, punifhing thofe Chriftians 
with the lofs of their Ears and other Members, who 
were found embezzling any part of the Booty. 
Crumus being fenGbly affli&ed at the Calamities of 
his Subjects, fent again an humble fubmiflive Mef- 
fage to him, offering him all he could demand on 
Condition he would quit the Country > but he, deaf 
to the Name of Peace, receiv’d the Meffengers with 
Scorn, and difmifs’d ’em with Indignation. Where¬ 
upon Crumus , agitated by Defpair and the Thirft of 
Revenge, fortify’d and fecur’d all the Pafies the Em¬ 
peror had broken thro’, and fbut himupfoclofeinthe 
Bowels of his Country, that Nicephoros, when he had 
obferv’d it, cry’d out with great Aftonilhment to thofe 
that were near him, That tbo' they all had fVings they ne^ 
vtr could tfcay-e the Deftrutlicn which fo nearly threaten'd 

them, 
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them. Two Days after this Crumus fet upon his ff * w » 
Camp, and took it by Storm, in which fell the Em-** 
peror hiovfelf, with moil of the Patricians and gene- w 
ral Officers. Stauratius receiv’d a mortal Wound in 
his Neck, and cfcap’d in a Litter to Adrianopk. All 
the Arras and Baggage fell into the Enemy’s Hands $ 
and Crumus having found Nicephorus his Corps, cut off 
his Head, and having fix’d it on a high Pole, expos’d 
it for fome Time to the view of his Soldiers, after 
which he enclos’d his Skull in Silver, and in anin- 
fulting manner made his Nobility drink out of it. 

The many fatherlefs Children and Widows whichTheo- 
that Day’s Deftru&ion made, would have forc’d ’emP* 140 - 
to curfe the Remembrance of it, had they not been 
comforted with this Thought, that the Tyrant pe- 
riih’d in it. His Government was fo infupporrable, 
that he exceeded all the Monfters who ever reign’d 
before him, in Ambition, Luxury, and unheard-of 
Barbarities •, he was ftrongly inclin’d to the Se& of 
the Manichees, and commanded his Officers to ufe 
Ecclefiaflicks no other than as Slaves. He deny’d 
Providence, and affirm'd no Power was greater than 
that of the Emperor, if he had but the Art of Go¬ 
vernment, for which reafon he condemn’d all his 
Predcceflbrs as ignorant and unskilful. He fell in 
the ninth Year of his Reign, the Eleventh of Charles 
the Grea^ A. D. 811. 

II. Stauratius , as we obferv’d before, efcap’d woun¬ 
ded to Adrianople , where fome of the Officers took 
Care to have him faluted and declar’d Emperor, to 
which the People were fo little confenting, that they 
did not more rejoice at the Death of the Father, than 
they griev’d that the Son furviv’d him. Being fenfi- 
ble of his weak Condition, and the publick Hatred 
to which he was expos’d, he refolv’d to confirm his 
Wife ‘theophania in the Empire. The chief of the 
Army, and the Principal among the Nobility, who 
detefted the Memory of Nicephorus , had fix’d their 



i *< The Roman niffary. Vol. V. 

Micam. Eyes on Michael Curopalates, who had marry’d Proco - 

pia, the late Emperor’s Daughter, as a Perfon fitted: 
for the Dignity. Michael, in regard of the Oaths he 
had given to Nicepborus and his Son, at fir ft very zea- 
loufly declin’d it } but being inform’d that Stauratius , 
the better to fecure the Empire to his Wife, in DU 
-ftruft of him and the great Affection the Nobility 
bore him, defign’d to pluck out his Eyes, he accept¬ 
ed of the Offer, and was declar’d Emperor. Upon 
which Stauratius forfook the Place, and retir’d with 
his Wife into a Monaftery, where he took the Ha¬ 
bit, and dy’d (hortly after, having a£tcd as Emperor 
but two Months and ten Days. 

Michael was crown’d with great Solemnity by Ni- 
cephorus the Patriarch, after he had by a publick Wri¬ 
ting oblig’d himfelf to maintain the Privileges oi 
the Church, and abftain from Chriftian Blood. Short¬ 
ly after he declar’d his Wife Procopia Emprefs, anc 
had her crown’d together with his Son ‘theophylatt 
and then apply’d himfelf with great Care to heal th< 
Wounds of the State. He made a Provifion for th< 
Widows and Children of fuch Soldiers as fell in th< 
late W ars: He fettled an honourable Penfion upoi 
ttcopbania, Stauratius's Widow: He prefented th 
Patriarch with Fifty Pounds of Gold, and gave th 
Clergy Five and Twenty, which was afterward 
follow’d by more conGderable Prefents tb them an 
the Senate} endeavouring to eafe and reftore thol 
Families that had fuffer’d under the Tyranny of th 
laft Reign: And having in the beft manner he coul 
fettled the Affairs of the Empire at home, he took cat 
to enter into fuch Alliances as were neceffary fc 
the Security of it abroad. Among the reft he fet 
his Ambaffadors to Charles the Great, with Orders t 
renew and confirm the Peace, and propofe a Mate 
between his Son Theopbylaft and Charles' s Daughte 
’Tis not unlikely but Charles would willingly hat 
liften’d to fuch a Propofal, had the Temper of tho 
Times permitted it, but Mitbael was retir’d to a pi 

va 
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vate State before a Matter of that Confequenoe 
could maturely be confider’d. The fmall Account 
we have of him from Hiftory reprefents him to us 
a Prince like fome of his PredecelTbrs, too good for 
the Age he liv’d in. He was zealous for the Ho¬ 
nour of Chriftianity, and no lefs for the Safety of 
the Empire j but the Difficulties he had to contend 
withal were too great, and he found little other Satis- 
faftion in his Undertakings than what refulted from 
his honeft Intentions. He was hardly vefted in the 
Imperial Purple, before he found himlelf engag’d in 
War almoft on every fide: The Saracem continu’d 
their ufual Inroads into the Empire, which they de¬ 
populated by their daily Devaftations * and the Bul¬ 
garians could not forget their ancient Animofities. 
Againft the firft Michael fent 2>0, the Governor of 
tbofe Parts, who watch’d his Opportunity fo well, 
that he overthrew two thoufand of their Men, and 
return’d with many Horfes and a rich Booty. The 
War with the Bulgarians prov’d more fatal to the 
Emperor, which fome attribute to his own Diffi¬ 
dence and Pufillanimity, others to the Treachery of 
Leo who fucceeded him. In the beginning of tbi* 
Emperor’s Reign there appear’d a better Underftand- 
ing between the two Nations than had been former¬ 
ly j for feveral of the Bulgarians had, upon a Per- 
miffion obtain’d from Michael , fettled themfelves in 
the Roman Territories, and a mutual Friendfhip feem’d 
to be cultivated on each fide: But it happen'd that 



A. D. 

813. 


fome of the Emperor’s Subjefts, who had been tak¬ 


en Captive in the former Wars, broke their Prifons, 
and return’d home: Of thefe Crumus demanded an 
immediate Reftitution, threatning to refent a Refu- 
fal in the moft hoftile manner imaginable. The Em¬ 
peror, who was naturally averfe to War, and a few 
others, were of Opinion that Crumus ought to be gra- 
tify’d, but the Majority carry’d it againft ’em 5 
whereupon the Bulgarians fell upon the Weftern Parts 

of the Empire, wafting all with Fire and Sword. Mi¬ 
chael 
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duel prepar’d with all Expedition to oppofe ’e«j, 
march’d at the Head of his Army into Thrace , where 
he fuffer’d his unruly Soldiers to commit fo many 
Diforders, that the Inhabitants began to defpife him 
as a Man ignorant, or carelefs of Military Difci- 
pfine. Crumus encamp’d himfelf near Adrianopk, and 
after feveral flight Skirmifhes both Armies came to 
an Engagemenr, in which the Imperialifts were en¬ 
tirely defeated and put to Flight. Michael was fo 
(enfibly affe&ed with this Misfortune, that he grew 
weary of the Imperial Purple, which requir’d a Man 
of a more warlike Genius, and therefore refolv’d to 
reflgn that Honour, which lay continually expos’d 
to the Hazards of War, and the Licentioufnels of 
an Army. Thus is the M a t te r related by Theopbanes, 
a Writer, who liv’d in that Age, and was a Sharer 
in the Tranfa&ions of thofe Times, who adds, that 
Michael earneftly prefs’d Leo to accept of the Empire, 
and fuffer him to retire into a Cloy iter, but that Leo 
for a long Time refus’d it, being a Man uncorrupt¬ 
ed in his Loyalty, and fenfible of the dangerous State 

of Affairs, and the daily Incurfions of the Barbari¬ 
ans, ’till obferving Michael refolv’d upon his Reflgna- 
tion, and that the Enemy approach’d the Imperial 
City, then with much difficulty he went attended by 
the Magiftrates and Soldiers to the Tribunal, where 
he was unanimoufly declar’d Emperor. Thus have 
we the Matter related by ‘Theopbanes , if at leaft the 
latter part of that Hiftory be genian j for fome, 
upon good Grounds, have affirm’d, that he conclu¬ 
ded it with the Reign of Niccphorus , and that the 

Rcfidue was added by fome other Hand: The o- 
ther Hiftorians that write of that Age vary from Theo- 
phanes in fome Particulars. They fay Michael at firfl: 
had the Advantage of the Bulgarians , ’till Leo, the 
General of the Eaft, who aim’d at the Empire, drew 
off in the Heat of the Battel with the Forces under 
his Command, by which means the Imperialifts were 
fo much weaken’d, that the Bulgarians recover’d the 

Dav; 
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Day j 'whereupon Michael relinquilh’d the Gbver 
ment,and left Leoby his Valour to defend that Crown 
his Treachery had fo inevitably expos’d. They add, 
that Michael withdrew not by any voluntary Abdi- 
cation, but was forced to it by the ambitious Pfa&*« 
ces of LtOy 
t eGt the Country 


tf 


who being left behind in Thrace to p 
tntry, and reftrain the Incurfions of i 


ro- 

the 


Barbarians , took the Advantage of the Emperor’s Ab- 
fence, and by fome of his intimate Friends infinu- 
ated into the V'inds of the Soldiers Michael 's Igno¬ 
rance and lnativity, and the great Experience and 
Integrity of Leo. Thefe Intrigues were manag’d with 
fo much Art, that Leo was forc’d publickly by the 
Army to accept of thofe Honours which his Ambi¬ 
tion in private had fo earneftly courted. When Mi¬ 
chael was inform’d at Conftantinople of what the Army 
had done, fome of his Friends advis’d him to aflert 
his Title, and prepare for a vigorous Refiftance: 

Among the reft his Wife Procopia , a Princefs of a 
mafeuline ambitious Spirit, declar’d it became him 
rather to die than defert the Imperial Throne. But 
Michael being of a meek peaceable Difpofition, af¬ 
firm’d he was ready to part not only with his Crown 
but his Life, to fave the Effufion of Chriftian Blood, 
and accordingly fentthe Imperial Enfignsto Leo, whoLEo IV. 
was thereupon univerfally acknowledg’d Emperor. 

By whatever Artifices Leo obtain’d the Purple, he 
made it appear in the Courfe of his Reign that he 
well deferv’d it * and thofe Perfons that were his a- 
vow’d Enemies upon the Account of Religion, were 
forc’d to allow him to have been an a&ive vigilant 
Prince. Michael immediately upon his Refignation 
had withdrawn himfelf with his Wife and Children 
into a Monaftery at Conjl ant maple, but Leo thought 
it highly confifted with his Safety to have ’em fe- 
parated, and therefore confin’d the Father to a Mo¬ 
naftery on thelfland Prota , and banifli’d Procopia and 
her Children, having firft cruelly cafttated 5 Tbeopby- 
lacl the Eldeft, and, as fome would have it, his Bro¬ 
ther 
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tber Ignatius y who notwith(landing was afterwards 
Patriarch of Conft&ntinople. After this he promoted 


mas and Michael 
made in its proper 
ingly fuffer’d by tl 

his Predeceffors; 


s as he thought he could with mod 
efpecially his Fellow-fervants, Tho- 


The Empire had exceed- 

_ 0 tans daring the Reigns of 

he found the Army much wea¬ 


ken’d, and was fenfible how difficult a Matter 
to fill it up with new Levies. In the mean Time the 
Barbarians , animated by their late Viftories, conti¬ 
nu’d their Incurfions, and pierc’d into the very Bow¬ 
els of Tbracty which they depopulated without con¬ 
trol. Leo endeavour’d at firft to reftrain ’em by fair 
means* and for that purpofe fent his Ambafladors to 
Crumusy whofe frequent Advantages again ft them had 
drawn him into fuch a Contempt of his Enemies, that 
he refus’d to liften to any amicable Overtures, and fent 
’em back without granting ’em an Audience j 
whereupon the Emperor found himfelf oblig’d to 
Arm, and being ftrengthen’d with all the Forces he 
could jdraw together, he offer’d the Bulgarians Battel. 

svas very obftinate, and great Multi¬ 


tudes of Men fell on both fidcs, ’till at leng 
musy who was fuperior in Numbers, prevail’d, and 
routed the Rcmansy who fled at firft in great Difor- 
derj but Leoy who beheld all from an adjacent Emi¬ 
nence, obferving that the Bulgarians , initead of pur- 
fuing their Enemies, were bufied in pillaging their 
Camp, rally’d his Forces, and with a Referve of 
Troops that continu’d unbroken, fell with great Fu¬ 
ry upon the Bulgarians , renew’d the Fight, and ob¬ 
tain’d an entire Vi&ory * great Numbers of the Ene¬ 
my were taken Prifoners, and more found dead in 

the Field, among whom fome reckon the King him¬ 
felf, who was flain by the Emperor’s own Hand* o- 
thers fay he very narrowly efcap’d with his Life, har 
ving receiv’d a Wound by an Arrow, and been bea¬ 
ten off his Horfe. The Bulgarians were fo weaken’d 

bv 
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by this Overthrow, that they were forc’d to fit at 
home in Peace for a long time after. 

The Reputation of this Vi&ory, and the Vigilance 
of the Emperor, reftrain’d the Incurfions of the Sara¬ 
cens in the Eaft during his Reign *, and tho’ he was a 
warlike aftive Prince, he chofe rather to enjoy the 
Calm of an honourable Peace than truft to the Ac- 

+ -Ik 

cidents of War*, for which realon he took care to 
maintain a good Intelligence with his Neighbours. So 
that being, in a great meafure, at Peace even with 
thofe Nations who had fworn an irreconcileable En¬ 
mity to the Empire, he was at leifure to refle& on 
the unhappy Difputes that divided the Church. The 
profperous Couric of his Affairs render’d him free 
and independent, and therefore he had an Opportu¬ 
nity of entring into the Merit of the Caufe, without 
the neccllity of founding his Authority upon the ln- 
tereft either of the one or the other Party. They who 

I lad afferted the Worfhip of Images in the Church 
:ontinu’d to maintain the Difputc with much Heat 
md Animofity, and had purftr’d the Argument fo far, 
:hat they were fcarce eftccm’d Chriftians who had 
tot adher’d to their Opinion. The Novelty of the 
Do&rine, and the Abfurdity of it too, together with 
i Confidcration of the private Dcfigns, or Neceffities 
sf thofe among his PredecefforS who efpous’d it, and 
the undutiful Behaviour they met withal from the See 
of Rome , who had the Courage to oppofe it, could 
not but raife in Leo an utter Averfion to it. There 
are many Things indifferent in themfelves which ei¬ 
ther the Artifice of fotne, or the Ignorance of others, 
draw into pernicious Confequences: The Reprefen- 
tation of Jefus Chrift in the feveral Paffages of his 
Life, together with that of the Saints and Martyrs, 
may ferve to enliven the A flexions of truly de¬ 
vout Chriftians i but when the Adoration of thofe I- 
mages is inforc’d as a neceffary part of our Religion, 
inftcad of a lively Remembrance, and a grateful 

Commemoration i when thofe Honours are requir’d 

C to 
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to be paid to the Work of Mens Hands, which are 

only due to tbe everliving Godj ’tis time then to 
pluck up that Tree by the Roots, which produces 
fuch venomous Fruit. So that without offering at 
thofe frivolous Motives Barenius hath cited from his in- 
fallible Authors, we may allow Leo had juft reafon to 
ufe his Authority, as he did, with fo much Vigor to 
:«> c4?a -reftram fo peftilent an Innovation. He enforc’d the 
pj the v.'ot -Obfervanee of the Council celebrated at Conjiantino- 
i n»-pie in the Year 7f4, under Conftantinus Copronymus , 
and pubhlh’d an Edi&, wherein he abfolutely prohi¬ 
bited the Divine Worship that had been paid to Ima¬ 
ges, and commanded ’em to be remov’d out of the 
Church, threatning thofe with Exile who dilobey’d 
his Ordonnance. Accordingly Nicepborus the Patri¬ 
arch was banifti’d; and Theodotus the Monk, who is 
faid to have encourag’d the Emperor in thefe Pro¬ 
ceedings, was fubftituted in his Room : with Nicepho - 
ras likewife were banilh’d Nicetas a Patrician, and 
A. D. one of the Emprefs Irene's Relations, togetfur with 
o f. ’Tbeodorus an Abbot, and Theopbanes the Hiftorian j tho’ 

we are told by Baronius , that all the reft but Nice- 
phorvs, whody’d in Exile in the Year ^ 8 , were fhort- 
ly after reftor’d by the Emperor, who, partly by fair 

Promifes, and partly by Menaces, had perfuaded ’em 
to comply. 

Thcfe Proceedings entertain’d the Emperor the re¬ 
maining part of his Reign, ’till the Behaviour of M- 
chael Balbvs forc’d him to provide for his own Securi¬ 
ty. This Michael had formerly ferv’d as his Compani¬ 
on in the Wan, for which reafon, when he came to 
be Emperor, he advanc’d him confiderably in the 
Government, which he imputed not fo much to Leo'* 
Favour as his own Deferrs: Among other Vices 
with which he was incumber’d, he had a tnoft bufic 
layifh Tongue, and would frequently, in common 
Difcourfe, refleft on the Emperor, threatning to de- 
pofe him, and by force marry the Emprefs. Tho’ Let 
Was frequently inform’d of MnhaeTi Preemption* 

yet, 
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yet, being averfe both to Jealoufie and Cruelty, his 
want of Caution procur’d hit Ruin; knowing his 
talkative Diftemper he irfiputed it to that, ’till re¬ 
peated Provocations, and an apparent Conviction 
made him rcfolveto punifh him. He had great Rea- 
fon to think that what Miehad had fo freftly utter’d 
proceeded rather from fome wicked Defign form’d 
between him and his Accomplices, as it afterwards 
appear’d when it was too late, than his ufual vein of 
talking j wherefore he order’d him t o be apprehen¬ 
ded, and brought immediately tohisTryal, where the 
Evidence being found dire& againft him he was con¬ 
demn’d, and fentenc’d to be burnt alive. The Trya! 
was on Chr if mas- Eve, and as the Officers were lead¬ 
ing him up to Execution, fheodofta the Emprefe ran 
with an intemperate Fury to her Husband, whom fhe 
call’d Tyrant, and prophane, in that he could not 
abftain from Blood at a Time when he was about to 
partake of the Holy Sacrament. Leo being touch’d 
with the Senfe of what fhe utter’d, and fearing to 
offend God, confented to a Reprieve, but comman¬ 
ded his Legs to be loadcn with Irons, of which he 
kept the Keys himfelf, and committed him to the 
Cuftody of Papia y a Perfon whom he had highly ob¬ 
lig’d, and in whom therefore he thought he Could 
with greateft fafety confide j after which he upbraid¬ 
ed his Wife for her unfeafonablc Paffion, and told her 
he had comply'd with her Define , the' be knew it wottidend 
in the Deftrudicn of her and her Cbildten. 

The Apprchcnfions of Mithael's Defigns funk fb 
deep in the Emperor’s Mind that he could noc reft, 
but rofc in great Confternation the Night follow¬ 
ing, and refolv’d to fecure himfelf from the Traitor j 
accordingly he broke that Inftant into Papia's Houfe, 
where he found the Prifoner lodg’d in a very rich 
Bed faft a deep, and his Goaler refting on the Floor 
with equal Security by him. The diltrafted Empe¬ 
ror was fo amaz’d at this unexpe&ed Sight, that he 

retir’d without any Noife, replying to punifh both 

G z the 
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the one and the other. This Midnight Vifit was not 

made with To much Privacy, but the Emperor was 
.dilcovtr’d by one of the V\ atch, who inform’d Pa* 
pia of what he h,;d obferv’d, and by that means put 
both him and Michael upon their Guard. They 
could not but be fenfiblc of the Danger they were 
in, and therefore refolv’d to provide for their own 
Safety by giving the fii ft Blow. Michael had rtqueft- 
cd that fume religious Perlon might be admitted to 
confer with him, which, out of refpeft to his Soul’s 
Safety, the Emperor readily granted •, this Man Mi¬ 
chael lent to the Confpirators, and threaten’d, that 

unlefs by fome fpeedy Blow they procur’d his Re- 
leafe, he would difeover ’em all to Leo. The Con¬ 
fpirators being alarm'd at this MefTage, and fenfible 
of the great Danger they were in, refolv’d to lofc 
no Time, and mingled themfeives with thofe who 

affilled at Divine Service in the Emperor’s Chappel, 

and having hid their Daggers under their Habits, 
vere early in the Morning admitted with them into 
T rr.ur- the Palace i at fiilt they difpos’d of themfeives in 
‘ L ' ta - a piivatc Corner of the Chappel, ’till the Emperor 

came to his Devotions, and then at a certain Signal 
they fell upon him in the midil of Divine Service, 
and rood barbaroufly murder’d him. At firft they 
miliook the Dean of the Chappel for Leo, ’till he dif- 
covei’d to ’em his bald Head, which fecur’d his Life. 
Leo, forefeeing their Defign, retir’d in the mean time 
to the Altar, where he defended himfelf for fome 
time with great Bravery, ’rill being at length over¬ 
come by the Numbers of his Enemies, who, with¬ 
out any regard to that facred Place, were refolv’d 
to compleat what they had begun, he fiift loft his 
Hand in the Dilpute, and at laft his Head. This was 

the unhappy End of Leo , who deferv’d a better Fate, 
after he had govern'd the Empire with much Prudence 
and Reputation upwards of (even Years and a half. 
He was fiain in the fevemh Year of Lewis the Debon- 
wire, the fourth of Pope Pafcbal , An. Dom. 8zo. 

The 
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The Fury of the Confpirators did not terminate in 

the Death of Leo \ they ran with great Violence from- 
the Chappel to the Court, where they feiz’d on the 
Emprefs Tbeodofta , and fhut her up in a Monaftery, 
and forc’d her four Sons into the Ifland Prota , where 
by MichaeF s Order they were afterwards caftrated, 
in which cruel Operation the younger loft his Life, 
and the elder his Speech. In the mean Time Mi- Michael 
cbael , being now releas’d from bis Prifon, was con- 11 - 
du£ted in a tymultuous manner to the Imperial 
Throne, where he was faluted Emperor with the 
Shackles ftill on his Feet, for the Key was no where 
to be found, fo that at laft they were forc’d to knoclc 
the Bolts off with a Hammer, after which he was 
crown’d in the great Church by the Hands of the 
Patriarch. 

Tho* the Death of Leo was very much regretted by 
the generality of the People, who efteem’d him as a 

prudent, moderate and valiant Emperor, yetrhegreac 
Patrons of Images exclaim’d againft him in the moft 
bitter Terms imaginable, comparing him to Ahab, 

Julian the Apoftate, and other Monlters in Hillory* 
and at the fame Time loaded his SuccefTor, who had 
caus’d him to be aflaftinated, with the higheft Enco¬ 
miums, calling him the promis'd of God, a fecond Da¬ 
vid, another Jofias, the King of Peace , and the like: 

But this good Humour did not continue long to¬ 
wards him* for when they found he had enter¬ 
tain’d the fame Averfion to Image-Worfhip his Pre- 
deceffor had done before him, then they very in- 
dullrioufly enquir’d into all h is ill Qualities, and would 
allow him to be Mafter of none that were good. 

At firft he recall’d great Numbers of Bifhops and 
Monks that had been banilh’d by Leo , and futnmon’d 
them to a Council to be held at Con/lantinople , toge¬ 
ther with thofe that differ’d from ’em in Opinion, 
there to difpute the Point in queftion j but the Cham¬ 
pions refus’d to enter into any Conference with their 
Adverfaries, declaring that what they maintain’d was 

C 5 built 
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built upon fuch firm Foundations of Truth, that it I 

could admit of no Dispute. Tho* *tis very likely I 
they declin’d to enter the Lift upon no other Ac- I 
Count, but becaufe they knew themfelves unable to I 
fupport their Caufe by the Authority of the Holy I 
Scriptures, and the Writings of the Fathers. How- I 
ever it were, this Obftinacy very much difpleas’d the I 
Emperor, who was once inclinable, in fome mea- 
fure, to gratine them* notwithftanding which he 
proceeded with no Rigour againft them, but in¬ 
dulg’d ’em the ufe of Images, provided it was with¬ 
out the Imperial City. In the mean Time the Em¬ 
peror himfelf entertain’d very abfurd Notions in Re¬ 
ligion. He was born at Amerium, a City of Phrygia , 
which was inhabited chiefly by Jews , and fuch Chri- 
ftians who for their Heretical Opinions had been 

driven from their Native Habitations, between whom 
arofe a medly in Religion, with which Michael was 
infe&ed in his Youth, and carry d the Infeftion with I 
him to his Grave s among other Abfurdities he kept 
the Jewifb Sabbath, and deny’d the Refurrc&ion of 

the Dead. Upon this Account it’s no wonder if 
his whole Reign was infefted with Wars and Trou¬ 
bles, and the Infidels abridg’d him both of his Ho¬ 
nour and his Empire. 

Advil The firft Difturbance he met with in the Begin- 

H'trruU ning of his Reign was from a Civil War, bloody and 

by Thomas, ^penfive, rais’d by Thomas, a Man of great Power 

in the Eaft, of whom mention was made before j 
as foon as he heard that Leo, his great Benefa&or, 
was murder’d by Michael , he rook Arms, and in a 
ihort Time rais’d a very crmfiderable Army, com¬ 
pos’d of fome who follow’d him out of Love to his 
Perfon, others out of a Difaffr£tion to Michael, and 
of the reft whom the hopes of Plunder had allur’d 
ioto the Field. Thomas was naturally ambrious, but 
was witbal Mafter of many good Qua’ities, which 
ftem’d to favour his Ambition j r he Gravity of his 
Afpc& commanded an Efteem from all that beheld 

him 3 
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him, at the fame Time that his Eloquence and Affa¬ 
bility made him be belov’d by all that heard him, a 
Quality which render’d him exceeding grateful to 

the Soldiers, who befides admir’d him for his vaft 

Strength and admirable Courage. 

Thefe Advantages foon made him Mafter of mod 
of the Eaftern Provinces, where he feiz’d on the 
Publick Revenue, and having wafted AJia in a tnoft 
miferable manner, he took the whole Region, ex¬ 
cept a few Provinces whom their Affe&ion to the 
Emperor, and the valiant Conduct of Olbiantts and 
Catacelas , two of Michael's Commanders, had main¬ 
tain’d againft him. 

Thefe Civil Embroilments encourag’d the Saracens 
to take Arms, and with their ufual Fury break into 
the Territories of the Empire, at which Thomas was 
extrcamly affe&ed, for he was afraid left his Men 
would defert him, and return to the Defence of 
their own Pofleffionsj at firft therefore he reftrain'd 
the Incurfions of the Barbarians by a fudden On- 
fet, and then charm’d ’em with a Promife that be 
would fight in their behalf, and ftibmit fuch Terri¬ 
tories of the Empire, as he ihould Conquer, to their 
Command. Having, by this means, diverted a 
Storm that hung over him, he afliim’d the Imperial 
Authority, and in every rcfpe& afted as Emperor. 
He ftrengthen’d his Army by new Levies, drawn 
not only out of the adjacent Parts, but from among 
the Egyptians, Indians , Perfians , and other Natrons 
moft remote. At the fame Time he chang’d his 
Name for that of Conftantine , and omitted nothing 
requifite to the Support of that Title he had ufurp’d. 

By this Time he was grown ui'ong enough to make 

Head againft the Forces the Emperor had fent to 
furprize him, and was fo fortunate in an Engage¬ 
ment with them, that he gave them a total De¬ 
feat ; and very induftrioufly purfuing the Courfe of 
his Fortunes he fitted out a ftrong Fleer, with 

which he mafter’d the Emperor’s Navy, and march- 
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ing at the Head of eighty thoufand Men, appoint¬ 
ed Lesbos for the Place of general Rendezvous. 
Michael , who beheld the prodigious Progrefs he made 
againft him, reinforc’d all his Garrifons, and endea¬ 
vour’d to confirm the Soldiers by fair Words and 

bountiful Prefents, notwithilanding which he was 
no fooncr return’d back to Confiantinople , and Thomas 
bv the Opportunity of a dark Night got over into 
Thrace , before they revolted, and follow’d the Ufur- 
per to the Siege of the Imperial City. Thomas , like 
a Torrent, bearing down all before him both by Sea 
and Land, had promis’d himfelf that the Inhabitants 
of Confiantinople would open their Gates to him at his 
firlt Approach, but, on the contrary, was much lur- 
priz’d when he faw they receiv’d him with a very 
vigorous Oppofition, and molt opprobrious Lan¬ 
guage. This Union and Refolution in the Inhabi¬ 
tants very much diltraded him, and tho’ he had been 
twice repuls’d, he was rcfolv’d to try his Fortune 
once more, and to ftorm the City both by Sea and 
Land. Accordingly he difpers’d his Orders with 
much Caution and Sagacity, and omitted nothing 
that might ftrike Terror into the Inhabitants, and 
force ’em to furrender, when on a fudden a violent 
Storm arofe, which dilfipated his Ships by Sea, and 
render’d his battering Engines ufelels and ungovern¬ 
able. This Difappointment, and fome fuccefsful 
Sallies of the Befieg’d, together with the Approach 
of Winter, forc’d him to raife his Siege with a Refo¬ 
lution to return again in the Beginning of the Spring •, 
but Fortune, which had hitherto attended him with 
Succefs in all his Undertakings, began now to for- 
fakc him. Michael had Time, during this Recefs, to 
furnifh himfelf with a Fleet, and a Land Army, fo 
that the Tyrant, at his Return, met with greater 
Oppofition than he had done before. 

!Thomas had an experienc'd Commander in his \r- 
my call’d Gregory , who being nearly related to Leo y 

rhe late Emperor, had been banilh’d by Michael into 

the 
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the Ifland Scirus , one of the Cyclades , for which Rea» 

(on, at the Beginning of the War, he declar’d for the 
iJfurpcr, who put a great Confidence in him ; but now, 

^bferving how the Face of Affairs began to change, 

|ie liften’d to the Emperor’s Sollicitations, and re- 

( Iv’d to make his Peace with Michael , and the ra- 
er, becaufe his Wife and Children were in his 
ands. This Negotiation was not carry’d on fo pri- 
tely, but that 'Thomas had timely Notice of itj 
: knew his Defign was to defert to the Emperor 
ith that part of the Army which he commanded; 
it as he was marching away, and before the Em- 
xor could receive the News of his Revolt, he left 
fufficient Number of his Troops to maintain the 
jiege, and with the reft fell upon Gregory , defeated 
lis whole Party, and took him alive, but put him 
nftantly to Death, and then return’d in great Tri- 
imph back to the Siege, where as great Rejoycings 

| :re made as if he had obtain’d a mighty Vi&ory, 
bich was more than over-ballanc’d by the Lofs of 
> beft Ships, which were burnt, funk, or taken by 
e Emperor’s Fleet. 

In the mean Time Mortagon, King of the Bulgari - 
r, had been inform’d that Michael was block’d up 
’ his own Subjects in the Capital of his Empire, 
d, pitying rather the Dignity than Perfon of the 
tnperor, fent private Meflengers to him, who en- 
•urag’d him with Promifes of a fpeedy Relief from 
eir vlafter, who accordingly march’d againft Tbo- 
is, tho’ the Emperor had endeavour’d to diffuade 
m from the Expedition, either for that he wasun- 
illing to have his Country wafted by another Ar- 
y, or that a Reward anfwerable to fo feafonable 
id friendly an Affiftance, would too much exhauft 
:s Treafury, in the improving of which he equall’d, 
not exceeded, the mod covetous of his Predecef* 
rs. When Thomas heard of the Bulgarians Approach W / P0 
“was uncertain what Meafures to take; he knew ver thrown 
imfelf unable to oppofe them, and at the fame Time b tht B »»l* 
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continue the Siege, and which of the two Expedh 
eats was the beft, be could not eafily determine} at 
length be refold'd to fight the Bulgarians , by whom he 
was overthrown, lofing his Camp, and all his Equi» 
page. After this his Party declin’d every Day. When 
his Fleet, which lay before Canfinntinople^ had receiv’d 
News of his Defeat, it deferred to the Emperor, and 
the iitfidue of his Array watch’d all Opportunities of 
forfaking him. At fitft he pretended to continue the 
Siege, but when he found all his Attempts ineffe&u- 
al, he rais’d it, and encamp’d at a Place call’d Diaba • 
Jis , fome Furlongs diftant from the City, from whence 
he wafted all the Country round about. His Retreat 
from the City, and the HLvock he made in the Ter* 
ritories of it, at once encourag’d and provok’d the 
Emperor to fend an Army out againft him, which he 
receiv’d with great Bravery, but was overthrown ra¬ 
ther by the Treachery of his own Soldiers, than the 
Valour of his Enemies. The Fortune of this Battel 
drove him ro jidrianople , where, with fuch as had 
Courage and Fidelity enough to follow him, he was 
block’d up by the Emperor’s Forces, till at length his 
own People, after they had endur’d unfpeakable 
Hardfhips, deliver’d him up bound to the Emperor, 
who cut off his Hands and Legs, and then fhew’d 

him upon an Afs to all the Camp. Michael had a 
great Mind to know from him, if any of his own 
Servants or Officers underhand favour’d the Rebel¬ 
lion, had not John Exabulius , the Patrician, advis’d 
him not totruit an Enemy with the Accufation of his 
Friends, fo that Thomas dy’d of his Torments with¬ 
out being fuffer’d to impeach any one, which it’s 
thought he was very ready to have done. The Wat 
did not end immediately with the Death of Thomas^ 
fome Ciues and Caftles, which had either been feiz’d 
by him, or declar’d for him, continu’d to hold out for 
fome Time •, but at length they were all reduc’d either 

by Force, Treachery, or fome other Accident, and the 
Civil War wa* extinguifh’d on every fide. 


As 
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As this War was fierce and bloody in itfelf, fo was 

it attended with feveral publick Calamities, as welt 
in Europe as nothing was more frequent than 

unexpected Fires, fudden and deftruftive Earth¬ 
quakes, civil Broils, Deftru&ion of Cities, Signs ia 
the Heavens, Deflations on the Earth, with what¬ 
ever elfe God in his Anger infliCfcs on the Som of 
Men, all which is attributed by Cedrenus to the Con¬ 
tempt of Images. And as if the Empire fuffer’d not e- 
nough at home, it was at the fame Time aflaulted by a 
dangerous Enemy from abroad, who lopp’d off a con- 
fiderable Member from it. The Saracens were now 

4 

grown fo numerous in Spain , that they began to 
look on the Country as too narrow for ’em: Where¬ 
fore obferving the diftrafted Condition of the Em¬ 
pire, and that Michael was fo clofely prefs’d by Tho~ 
mas , that he was hardly at leifure to defend a Parr, 
when he was in danger of lofing the whole, they 
fail’d under the Condu& of their Prince in fearch of 




fome fruitful Ifland belonging to the Emperor, which 
might encourage ’em to plant a Colony in it. They 
ravag’d with an infolcnt Barbarity mod of the 1 Hands 
in the Mediterranean, and at length touch’d upon that 
of Crete , meeting with no Oppofition, for all the Ships 
and Garrifons were gone off to afiift Thomas. The 
Prince was taken with the Pleafantnefs and Fertility of 
Crete , fo that he return’d the Spring following with 
a Fleet confiding of forty Ships well furnifh’d with 
Soldiers, and landed upon the Ifland i he encamp’d 
on the Promontory Charax , and from thence fent 
Spies out to difeover the Country, and in the mean 
Time fet Fire to all his Ships, to take from his Fol¬ 
lowers any Thoughts of a Return. 

The Emperor, being advertis’d of this Defcent, 
fent a fufficient Number of Troops, under the com¬ 
mand of Damianus , to drive the Saracens out of the 
Ifland. Damianus, being join’d with Photinus , Prse- 
feft of the Eaft, gave the Saracens Battel, who at thetrf* Saw- 
firlt Onfet kill’d Damianus , and routed the whole Ar-ceni jtttl 
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my*, after which they met with none to oppofe ’em, 
but having built a City near a Commodious Port, 
which they call’d Candia, and which, in a great Mea- 
fare, commanded the whole Illand, they by de¬ 
grees took in the reft of the Towns, and carefully 
intruded their Superftitions where-ever they planted 
their Arms. Thus Crete at once loft her Liberty, and 
her ancient Name, for her new Mafters call’d the 
whole Illand Candia , after the Name of the City be¬ 
fore mention’d. 

Michael ,, having put an end to the Civil Wars, 
thought it would be a great Blemifh to his Reign, 
if he fuffer’d the Saracens to fettle in Crete } where¬ 
upon he fent away Craterus with a confiderable Fleet 

to recover the Illand. Craterus landed his Men with¬ 
out any Oppofition, and fell very briskly upon the 
Enemy, who receiv’d him with an equal Refoluti- 
on. The Fight continu’d from Day-break ’till Noon, 
and as yet no Difcovery could be made on which 
fide the Victory enclin’d, but towards the Evening 
the Romans had vifibly the Advantage j and the Sa- 
rjeens, many of whom were Slain, and others ta¬ 
ken Prifoners, fled away in great Diforder. Had 
the Romans purlu’d their Point, the City it felf had 
fa,!! en into their Hands, but they thinking it time 

enough the next Day to put an end to the War, 
which they already judg’d to be in a great meafure 
concluded, fpent the Night in Riot and Drunken- 
nefs, not fo much as felting a Watch to obferve 
the Enemy’s Motions j who, tho’ very much bro¬ 
ken and fatigu’d by the Labours of the preceding 
Day, would not omit an Opportunity which the In- 
diferetion of their Enemies had fo favourably pre- 
fented ’em} they fell upon ’em with great Fury, 
as they lay in their Camp fetter’d with Wine and 
Sleep, and cut ’em all off, hardly fuffering one to 
cfcape to give the Emperor an Account of their Ex- 
jft. D. p e dition, except the General himfelf, who, getting 

iz-i. on Board a Merchantman, efcap’d to the Ifleof Coos, 

where 
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sphere notwithftandirig he was (hortly after fu'rprizM 
ind nail’d to a Crofs by the Saracens. After this De¬ 
feat the Emperor contented himfelf with reftrain- 
ing the infolent Piracies of thefe Saracens , who con¬ 
tinu’d in Pofleffion of the Ifland ’till the Year 897, 
at which Time it was recover’d by Bajilius the Empe¬ 
ror, as it will be made appear in its proper Place. 

Notwithftanding thefe fevere Calamities, which 
fill’d up every Hour of this unfortunate Emperor’s 
Keign, he led a loofe difTblute Life, without any 
regard to Religion, or the Laws. Having lately 
bury’d his Wife, he had a great Defire to Marry a- 
gain, and that it might be thought to be done at 
the Requeft, and for the Benefit of his People, he 
prevail’d with fome of the leading Men in the Se¬ 
nate to petition him to it, as a Thing highly con¬ 
ducing to the Safety of the State} and having caft 
his Eyes on Euphrofina , one of Conftantine the Son of 
Irene's Daughters, he forc’d her out of a Convent, 
where, from her Infancy, (he had led a reclufc Life, 
and tnarry’d her. This Aftion prov’d of very dan¬ 
gerous Confequence to the Empire, for Euphemius , 
a Man of great Interefl and Authority in the Ar¬ 
my, falling in Love, after the Example of his Ma¬ 
iler, with another of thefe devoted Virgins, forc’d 
her out of her Monaftery, and debauch’d her. Her 
Brothers, as foon as they heard of this Irreligious 
Outrage, loudly complain’d of it to the Emperor, 
who commanded the Governor of Sicily , where the 
Fa& was committed, to examine into the Matter, 
and if he found what was alledg’d againft him true, 
then to cut off the Offender’s Nofe, Euphemius , 
who little expefled to have been proceeded againft 
with fo much Severity, drew feveral other of the 
Officers into a Confpiracy with him, and eafily re¬ 
puls’d the Governor when he came to execute his 
Orders*, after which he fled into Jfrick, where he 
promis’d the Saracen Governor of that Place to be¬ 
tray Sicily into his Hands, and pay him a large Tri¬ 
bute, 
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bate, provided he would declare him Emperor, and 
aifift him with Forces fufficient to make good hit 
Title. To this the Saracen readily confentcd, and 


having fupply’d hi 

:lar’d hi 


him Emperor, 

With thefe Forces he lan- 


with a good Number of Troops 
Enphcmi- declar’d him Emperor, and fcnt him back to 
vtJ*cUr‘j make good his Promife. 

Emftror tr, ded in Sicily, and travers’d round the Ifland in or* 
*** Sara ' der to perfuade the Inhabitants to receive him for 

their Prince; but when he came toward Syracufe he 
endeavour’d, in a flattering Speech, to perfuade the 
Inhabitants, who flood on the Walls, to declare for 
him. Among the reft he obferv’d two Brothers, 
who were Men of great Authority in the City, that 
feem’d to pay him more Refped, and hear him with 
more Attention than the reft •, at which being high* 
ly pleas’d he call’d ’em to him, and advanc’d from 
the reft of his Company to falute the foremoft of 
mur- them, who caught him by the Hair of his Head, 
whilft the other cut it off. Tho’ Eupbemius had thus 
mifearry’d in his own Defigns, the Saracens would 
not quit the Advantage he had put into their Hands} 
for being thus introduc’d by him, they got Pofleffion 
not only of that Ifland, but of Calabria , and other 
adjacent Parts, wafting all with Fire and Sword. 

Such as thefe were the moft remarkable Tranf* 
afiions during this Emperor’s Reign, which makes 
the Report of thofe, who affirm he dy’d of Madnefs, 
the more credible: He was undoubtedly a very un¬ 
fortunate Prince, happy only in this, that his Son 
fucceedcd him in the Empire, a Thing which had 
not been obferv’d for a long Time before. He was 
more Valiant than Wife, and in every Refpe& fit* 
ter for the Camp than the Court, tho’ he was fitter 

to obey than command in either. He dy’d on the 
Firft of October , An. Dom. 8ip, after he had reign’d 

Eight Years and Six Months. 

So foon as Michael was dead, Tbeopbilus , his JSon, 
ivsfututds WJU un i ver f a Dy d ec i ar ’d and acknowledg’d Emperor, 

the Heir at once of hi* Father’s Honours, and En¬ 
mity 
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nity to Images: His very Enemies allow him to 
iave been a drift Obferver of Juftice, and a fcvero 
Aflerter of the Laws of the Empire. He was fo far 

: rom approving the Murder of Leo, tho* his Father 
>w’d both his Life and Dignity to it, that he re¬ 
viv’d to punifti all thofe who had been Accompli¬ 
ces in it) to which Purpofe, by a publick Edift, he 
[iimmon’d the chief of the Nobility, and great Of¬ 
ficers of the Empire, to wait on him in the Palace 
call’d Magnaura, or Pentapyrgium > where, when they 
were affembled, he told ’em with a fedate Air* 

Fhat his Father had deign’d, in bis Lifetime, to dijlin - 
guijh thofe with particular Marks of bis Favour , who 
had been inftuimental in his Promotion j and finee Death 
had prevented him , he was oblig'd, as his Exec, tor , to 
■pay the Debt: For which reafon be defr'd them to with* 
draw from the reft into a peculiar Place , whet c he wcutd 
examine the particular Merit of each P erf on , ana reward 
'em accordingly Hereupon they who had been con¬ 
cern’d in the Death of Leo, difcover’d rhernielveg 
with great Cheartulnefs, and were all by the Em¬ 
peror’s Order punifli’d as Murderers. After this he 
lent Euphroftm back to the Monafteiy from whence 
his Father had taken her, and apply’d himlelf with 
great Diligence to the Government of the State. 

His Wars with the Saracens were many, and carry’d 
on with various Succcfs; And tho’ m the end the 
Fortune of the Infidels prevail’d, he made it appear, 
by the happy Choice ot his Captains, that he could 
diftinguilh, and knew how to prefer Men of Worth 
and Gonduft. Alexius Moftles, an Armenian by Birth, 
had marry’d one of his Daughters. Thi3 Man was 
beautiful in his Perfon, and of a folid Judgment, 
upon which Account he advanc’d him to the high- 
ell: Offices in the Empire-, and having as yet no bon 
to fucceed him, he at lad created him C/efar , and 
fent him, at the Head of a numerous Army, againft 
the Saracens , who rag'd with great Fury in Italy. 

Alexius his Gonduft in that Employment was high- 

ly ' 
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Jy approv’d by all but thefe who repin’d at his good 
Fortune, who represented him as an ambitious Per- 
fbn, and one who had a Defign upon the Empire, 
Thefe their Suggeftions they endeavour’d to ftrength- 
cn with an old Prophecy, which intimated that A. 
fkould depofe Th. Tho’ this Emperor is thought by 
tome to have been too much addi&ed himlelf to 
the Art of foretelling, yet he gave no Ear to thofe 

Infinuations, but continu’d Alexius in his Favour: 

And when Alexius , being inform’d of what had been 
pra&is’d againft him, defir’d leave to retire to a Mo* 
naftick Life, the Emperor refus’d his Requeft* and 
commanded him to retain the Rank and Power he 
had in the Empire, and that as well becaufe he 
would not fo far injure his Daughter, as becaufe 
he did not believe what had been alledged againft 
him. However Iheophilus having a Son {hortly after, 
and his Daughter dying much about the fame Time, 
he very unwillingly confented to the repeated Im¬ 
portunities of Alexius , and appointed him fuch Pla¬ 
ces as he thought would be mod convenient for his 
Retirement. 

This generous Confidence and Magnanimity in 
Tkeophilus , made him belov’d by all the Men of 
Worth in his Empire, fo that his Armies were ge¬ 
nerally fupply’d with experienc’d Commanders, tho’ 
none appear’d fo eminent in his Service as Manuel 
and 'Tbeopbobus, the Variety of whofe Fortunes make 
not the leaft Figure in this Emperor’s Reign. Ma¬ 
nuel had ferv’d in very eminent Pofts under former 
Emperors, and Thccpbobus was the bafe Son of a Per- 
fian Ambafiador, defeended from the Blood Royal of 
that Nation, who, dying in his Embafly, left him 
an infant at Conjlantinople , where he was entertain’d 
in the Imperial Palace, and educated after the man¬ 
ner of the Romans. The continual Wars between 
the Saracens and the Perfians had driven away, or de¬ 
ft roy’d, all thofe of the Royal Houfe in Perfia , for 

which reafon the few Perfians that furviv’d the Ca¬ 
lamities 


L 
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lamitics of theirCouhtry fent to the Emperor, and 

defir’d fheophobuS for their King} which Tbeopbilul 

refus’d, chufing rather to make him a Patrician, and 
marry him to one of his Sifters. At the fame tim^ 
he gave his Subjects leave to marry with the Per ft am, 
which brought many of that Nation over, who lifted 
themfelves into his Army, and were form’d into 
one Body, call’d the Perfian Legion} from whence 
the Emperor promis’d himfelf no fmall Service in 

the Expedition he was preparing againft the Saracens, 
who had lately invaded and wafted the Territories 
of the Empire, for which reafon the Emperor refolv’d 
to chaftifc ’em. When both Armies came within 


view of each other, and the Enemy were confuting 
whether it was advifeable to fight, Manuel advis’d 
the Emperor not to engage in Perfon, affirming it to 
be below his Dignity to contend with one fo much in> 
ferior to him as was the General of the Saracens. This 
was oppos’d by 'fbeophobus , to whom the Emperor in¬ 
clin’d, and the next Morning both Armies came td 
a Battel, which lafted very long, ’till at length the 
\Roman Lesions cave Ground and fled, leavine the 


thCTkEmpt- 


Emperor with his Guard, two thoufand Per fans , and «r sp* 
Tbeopbobus upon an Hill, where they were furrounded 


by the Saracens , 


labour 


oner, 

him. Night coming on put an end to the Conten¬ 
tion, and when it was dark the Soldiers* by fbeophobus 
his Order, fill’d the Air with loud Acclamations, 
and made fo great a Noife with their Trumpets, and 
other warlike inftruments, that the Saratens , deceiv’d 
by the Stratagem, concluded they had receiv’d foine 
Relief, and retreated to a great diftance for fear of be¬ 
ing furrounded, by which means the Emperor efcap’d 
to the reft of the Army. This feafonablc Stratagem 
verv much rais’d Ibeepbobtts his Reputation, which 
cnaear’d him more than ever to his Countrymen, 
and made ’em petition the Emperor that they might 
aft againft the Saracens in a feparate Body under-hil 

D Conduft, 


Men 


cn 
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Conduct and fo far prevail'd than the Emperor would 
fuffer naoue elfe to coflftpjand ’em. 

The «11 Succef* of this Expedition; forv’d only to 

make the Emperor more vigorous in Preparations for 
A. D. the next Campaign, iflt which bis Armies were 
855. crown’d, with a glorious.Succefs: For he gain’d an 

entire Vi&ory over the Infidels, kill’d great Numbers 

upon the-Spot, and took above twenty thoufand Pri- 

foners, whom he cajry’d; in great Triumph t oConftan- 

tinople. This encourag’d him to make another Attempt 

the Spring followings but his Army was defeated by 
the Saxaoeus, and be himfelf in great Danger of being 
taken Prifoner; for in the Heat of the Addon he ad¬ 
vanc’d, with a Body of his Troops, too far into the 

Enemies Ranks j when Manuel, confidering what a 
Difgrace it would be to the Roman Name and Empire 
tohave the Emperor taken Prifoner, broke through to 
him, and found hit* weaty’d and in Defpair. Manuel 
entreated the Emperor to follow him, whilfth© open’d 
his way through the thickeft of his Enemies, which 
tfbeophuus declin’d, ajlodging he fhould difcouragehis 
Army by his Flight y which when Manuel , who was 
advanc’d forward in order to. open his way for hip, 
perceiv’d, he return’d back, and with his Sword 
dire&ed af him threaten,’d to kali him unlcfo he fol¬ 
low'd, declaring the State weald fuffer mart' in-his Cap¬ 
tivity- than biz Death., by which Loyal Menace he 
brought bim. off. Manuel, upon this, was efteem’d 
his Deliverer,, and the Emperor had a juft. Scnfeof 
the Service he had done him, but unhappily gave 
Ear to thole who envy’d his Reputation, and, like 
other Princes* inclin’d to.deprefs him, whom<he'Wa* 
not able to reward according to his Deferts* 9 onafl' 
of fbeopbilus his Flatterers hadreprefented'jWJMrus/ to 
the Emperor, as one who was preparing form* Uftir* 
pation, whereupon it was privately determin’d to de¬ 
prive him of his Sight; of which when AfanueRvr as 
by a faithful Friend mfoim’d, he fled over to the 
Stream* and upon Condition he fhould not be.con- 

ft rain’d 
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gido, he enter’d hifh- 
Reception the Saracens 

J . « - 4 ' '• * flk V 


ffrstt^’d to r<& ounce his Rel 
ftlf into tfiefr Service. The 
gave Mdntsel makes it evident how much ? Man 01 
Wotth is efteem’d, eeen by his Enemies. They ad¬ 
vanc’d hith to the hiffheft Rank of Honour and Com- 


eritrurted 


-* <• 


rates ag&inft thdit Neighbours with whom they were 
at War, ahd did nothing without the Advice and(. 
Approbation of Mdnuel , who no way wrong’d the! 
high Truft rCpOs’d in him, but in all Refpe&s ac¬ 
quitted himlMr With Honour and Reputation. 

The Fame of his great Authority, and greater Seiv 
vices among the Sdracens , quickly flew to Conftaniino- 
and made the Emperor lament the Lois of a faith¬ 
ful Servant that had been the Support, and an Orna¬ 
ment to the State, and deferv’a better Ufage fro 
him. He \fras fenfible that all the Honours he re-r 
ceiv’d from his Enemies blacken’d him with Ingrati¬ 
tude, and that it became him, as a Prince and Chriflian^; 

to recover him frot* the Infidels. TothisPurpolehe 
ehtrufted onC of thofd Itinerant Monks, who frequent¬ 
ly rov’d about the World in thole Days, with a Mef- 
fagetohim. Manuel himfclf, tho’ adorn’d with all the 
Favours the Saracens could confer upon him, confi- 
[der’d Himfelf as no other than a glorious Exile, and 
ffill retain’d an invincible Love to his Native Coun- 


Tealoufie of his Mailer, enilam’d 


by the Artifices of his Enemies, had unj 
im, fo that he lent a ready Ear to the 

oak, 



driven 

of the 


the 

and 


who prefented him with Letters rro 
mpdror llrengthen’d with a Seal of Gold 
Crofs. Manuel was extreamly pleas’d with the In- 
itation the Emperor had made him, and waited only 
r aff Opportunity that might favour hxs Return, 
hieh was effe&ed after this manner. He defir’d 
ave of IJhmael\ at that time Prince of the Saracens , 
0 march againft the Romans into Cappadocia , where, 
e laid, he lhould have an occafion of revenging 
imfelf upon th6fe who had unjuftly accus’d 


■> 
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him to the Emperor. The Saracens , who hitherto 

could never prevail with him to fight againft his 
Countrymen, were glad of the Overture, and fent 
him away at the Head of a compleat Army, attended 
by the young Prince IfhmaeVs Son. The Governour 
of Cappadocia had before hand been prepar’d to rc*< 
ceive him, fo that being arriv’d at the Place defir’d, 
and having withdrawn at a convenient diftance from 
the Army, under a Pretence of Hunting, he advis’d 
the young Prince, who accompany’d him, to retire 
back to the Saracens , and acquaint them with the Re- 
l'olution he had taken of retnming home. Being ar¬ 
riv’d at Conflantinopk he was receiv’d with great So¬ 
lemnity by the Emperor, who conferr’d on him the 
higheft Honours of the Empire, and made him rtand 
as God-father to his Son Michael , whom he ihortly 
after inverted with the Imperial Purple. The Saracens 
were no lefs offended than the Emperor was pleas’d 
at his Return, fo that they prepar’d to exprefs their 
Refentments the Spring following, in which however 
nothing memorable was tranfafted on either fide, 
for both Armies were feiz’d with a Panick Fear, and 
concluded the Campaign without coming to an En¬ 
gagement. 

The Year following Tbeopbilus invaded Syria , which 
he wafted as he march’d along, and having made him- 
felf Mafter of fome of their ftrongeft Forts, and 
taken a great Number of Prifoners, he return’d to 
CokJ? antfaople j leaving Tbeopbobus to maintain his new 
Conquefts, and command the Army. But now the 
* Trf ' ^erfians, who were encreas’d to thirty thoufand Men, 
,s ...•‘.i began to difdain a Subjection to any Prince but one 

of their own Nation, and therefore in a mutinous 
manner feiz'd on Tbeopbobus at Sinope, and declar’d 
him Emperor. At. firtl he us’d all the Arguments 

and Entreaties he could to divert ’em from it, but when 
he found it was to no purpofe, he outwardly feem’d 
toaccrptof the Honour, but privately gave Tbeophiks 

an AiTurar.ee of his Avcrfenefs to it, and efcap’d with 

tb< 



Chap. F. LXXVII. Thcophilus.' 

the firft Opportunity to Conftantinople , where he was 

carefs’d in a high degree by the Emperor, who 
continu’d all his Honours to him. The Perjians , be¬ 
ing thus difappointed of their Prince, begg’d Par¬ 
don of Tbeophilus, who receiv’d ’em into Favour * 
but, to prevent the like Attempts for the future, he 
difpers’d them, by two thoufand in a Body, into fe- 
veral remote Provinces, under their proper Officers. 

Theophtlus , in the late Ravage he had made in 
Syria, had, contrary to the earned Requeft of the 
Prince of the Saracens , destroy'd Sozopctta , the Plate 
of his Nativity; at which he was (o enrag’d;'* that 
breathing nothing but Revenge, he rais’d a migh¬ 
ty Army compos’d of many Nations, as well't>f 
frick, as in the Eaft, and having commanded eve¬ 
ry Soldier to imprefs on his Targerthe; Word Amo- 
rium , the Birth-place of Theophilas^ he refolv’d ne-' 
ver to fheath his Sword till he haddeftroy’d it. The 
Emperor, being inform’d of thefe mighty Prepara¬ 
tions, march’d with what Forces he could raife to 
Dorylteum , a Town in Phrygia-major y iabout three Days 
Journey from Amorium .. There having call’d a Coun¬ 
cil of War, he was advis’d, by fevcral of his Offi¬ 
cers, to decline an Engagement with the Saracens , 
whofe Army exceeded his in Numbers, and tranf- 
late the inhabitants of Amorium to fome other Place. 
The Emperor, imagining fuch a Proceeding would 
refleft upon his Honour, refolv’d to venture all in 
the Defence and Proceftion of it, and according¬ 
ly font JEtias , General of the Eaft, with a ftrong 
Party to command in ic. The Prince of the Sara¬ 
cens had mutter’d all his Forces at Tar/us, where he 
refolv’d not to march on dire&ly to Amorium , but 
to fend his Son with part of the Army to try the 
Strength of the Emperor’s Forces, and rake fuch 

Meafures afterwards, as ihould be fuitablc to the 
Succefs of that Attempt. The young Prince march’<f 
at the Head of ten thoufand Turks , and a ftrong 
Party of Armenians , to a Place call’d Dazymemm> 

D 3 where 
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^h?re both Armies came to an Engagement. At 
firft the Fortune of the Day Teem’d to incline to 
the Remain, but in the Purfuit they were To ex¬ 


ceedingly gaul’d by the Arrows of the Turks, th# 


Tt* Ro¬ 
mans #- 
tcrthrnm 
by tbt St- 


thcy who juft before feem’d fecure of the Victory 
turn’d back in great Confuficn, and left the Empe¬ 
ror to the Defence of the Perfians, who encompais’d 
him round, and with much Courage labour’d to prer 
feree him- However he had infallibly been loifc 


had Got Night come upon ’e 


infallibly 
and fome Rain fal¬ 



len, which render’d the Turkijh Bow-ftrings of no 
ufe, and gave the Imperialists an Opportunity to 
Retreat. Manuel, who had the Command of the 
Watch, obferv’d the Perfians difeourfing in their own 
Language with the Saracens about betraying the JRa- 
matt Army, and returning into their own Country. 
Of this he immediately inform’d the Emperor, and 
advis’d him to confide his own Safety, who accord¬ 
ingly retreated to Cbiliocomum. 

In the mean Time the Prince of the Saracens , be¬ 
ing inform’d of his Son’s Succefi, march’d dire&Jy 
e Al to Jhnerium, and, being joyn’d by the young Prince 

in his March, he laid clofe Siege to it. The De¬ 
fendants fupported themfclves with a refolute Bra¬ 
very, bat the Emperor, doubtful of the Event, and 
earaeftly defiring to preferve the City, fent a Mef- 
fenger with very rich Prefents to the Saracen, defi- 

inftead of be- 


*ho Be¬ 


ring him to defift: 


But the Prince, 

order’d the MeJTen- 


ing diverted from his Dtfign, 
get to be fecur’d, that he might be a Witnefs of 
the Ifliie, and attack’d the Place more vigoroufly 
than before. Notwithftanding which the Defendants 
made a very obftinate Refinance, and had they not 
been betray’d by fome among themfetoes, the Town 
had not fo eafily been taken. But Badiates, one of 

the Inhabitants, having upon fome Difcontent ab¬ 
jur’d the Chriftian Religion, embrac’d an advanta- 
gious Offer made him by the Infideis, inform’d ’c 


in which Part the Walls were weakeft, and 


might 

be 
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be mod commodioufly attack'd, where Upon enfii’d « 

* miferable Slaughter of the Garrifoti and fnhabi-'ft"’ f"* 
tants} for the Sarteetts, being enrag’d at -their refo- 
lute Gppofitibn, and the Lofs they had 'fuftaio’-d in 

behav’d themfelves with the utmott Cru¬ 


elty, 
all the 


the Siege, 

oft of the Men Were put to the Swotd, and 
Women and Children 4 ed into Gaptivity. 
The City, the ttioft beautiful of filll the fcaft, and 
the Capital of Cilicia , Was feveil’d with the Ground, 
■after which the Emperor’s MeiT&nger was in'an in- 

fulring m*flwer diftnifs’d,' with fin Account of what 
had pafs’d* -to his Mafter. 

fheoptihrt Was Co fedfibly tCfcfch’d with the De¬ 
ft ru<!faon Of this Plfiee, 'thtk he was fote'4 With fib 
eXceffive Mefcmcfcoty. -However h* nefolv’d, if pof- 
ftble, to Be reveng’d upon the terfidets, and ftnt ^- 

ittW 'Partite to crave the Afli- 


wlo/tus-, a Pfiwfei&u, 
ftance of that Nation. 


But Vtoitiojiks dy*d fey tbfc 


way, and, in ail probability', had he arriv’d fit the 
French Goilr t, his Negotiate'Would hfiveibWfr tinf6t> 
eefrfui > for the French fit that *Tifhe Were too much 
embroil’d among themfelves to he able to Tend any 
Afliftance into the Eaft. In dhetilefifi Time tfkeepbiltts 
grew fo deje&fed as to fibrtafti ftb84 NotwUhtoeitt, 
irioking nothing but Snow-wat fir, which threw him 
into a Dy fernery that elided Ms Days, finding ihdrhe Death 
Weak Condition he was in, he was Oariy’d in u Lftfev °f ..™ co * 
to Magmvra, where, having ftitfilhnn’d theSenate fihd p 1 us ‘ 
Chief Officers of the Empire to meet him, he exhorted 
’em, in a mod moving Speech, to continue faith&il to 
his Wife find Soft, and protect ’em froth Trefiobcnf. 

They heard him with the greateft Sorrow, andvofird 
to fpend their Lives and Fortunes in the Service and 
Defence of his Family. After which, finking under 
theOppreflioti of his Mind, aftd ©iftethper of his Bo¬ 
dy, he (pitted this Life, having reign’d twelve Years, 
and almoft four Months. Before his Death fotne a- 
bout him, Enemies to the Worth of Theophebus, pef- 
fuaded the Emperor that the late Revolt of the Per ft- 


A. D. 
842. 
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ans was contriv’d by him the better to favour his Ana. 
bitious Defigns, and that if he had any regard to his 
Pofterity, he ought not to furvive him; whereupon 
the infirm diffident Prince commanded his Head to 
be ftruck off, and brought to him, which the Mo> 
ment he was expiring he touch’d with his Hand, and 
breath’d out his lalt with thefe Words, Thou art now nt 
longer Theophobus, nor /Theophilus. 

This was the End of a Prince, who in many Things 
was to be admir’d, in few to be reprehended, unlefi 
his Enmity to the Worfhip of Images was a Fault in 
him. They who tax him with that, allow him to hav'e- 
been an exa& Obferver of Juftice, and utter Enemy 
to Covetoufnds, and all fumptuous Superfluities, of 
which Cedrenus gives us a remarkable Inftance. He 
faith, that obferving from his Palace Wall a Ship of 
great Burden, and richly laden, entring the Port at 
Confiant inople , he ask’d towhomthe Cargo belong’d) 
and when he was inform’d that his Emprds Theodpra 
was Miltrefs of it, he commanded both Ship and 
Cargo to be burnt, declaring, He would have bis Wife 
know he was an Emperor , and no Merchant. He was a great 
Benefa&or to the City of Conftantinople , which he beau* 
tify’d with many magnificent Buildings, ftrengthen’d 
with new Walls, and purg’d from a great Company of 
Curtifans that pra&is’d daily in it. He dy’d in the 
fecond Year of Lotbaire the Emperor, and fifteenth of 
Gregory., the fourth Pope of Rome , A. D. 842. 

Theophilus , at his Death, had confticuted Manuel 
and TbeoBiflus Tutors to his Son, who was then but 
fix Years of Age i but the Regency was veiled in his 
Mother Theodora , who being an adtive ambitious Prin- 
cels, and willing to perpetuate her Authority, took 
care to aflociate fuch with her Son as would humour 
him in his youthful Inclinations, encourage him in his 
Pleafures, and keep him infenfible of the Plcafures of 
fowerand Dominion, all which, in the iflue, brought 
unfpeakable Calamities to the State. Nor was this the 

•n!y Thing in which Ihe refembled Irene , but in her 

Zeal 
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Zeal for Images. Women naturally are inclinable to 
Superftition, which gave Birth to thofe many Errors 
that crept into the Church. She expell’d John , the 

Patriarch of Cenftantinople , who (he thought would 
oppofe her Defigns, and eftablifh’d Methodius , a Monk* 
in his Place ; after which fhe induftrioufly apply’d her 

felf to the Reftauration of Images, enforc’d the Ob- 
fervance of the Second Council of Nice , and rais’d ft 
grievous Perfecution againft the Manicbees in the Eaft, 
which created an horrible Combuftion in the Empire. 
The Officers (he employ’d in the Inquifition a&ed 
with the greateft Cruelty, nailing fome to Crofles, 
and making other* die under unfpeakable Tonnenwf. 
No lefs than an hundred thoufand Pcrlbns were by 
thefe means deftroy’d, which drove the reft into an o& 
ftinatc Rebellion. For Carbe as ^ a Commander in the 
Eaft,and a zealous Manichee , hearing how his Father 
had been ignominiouflycrucify’d, fled with four thou- 
fand Men of the fame Perfuafion over to the Saracens^ 
to whom they open’d a Paflage into the Eaft, where, 
withouc Intermiffion, they committed all manner of 
Hoftilities. Baronius his Account of this great Revo¬ 
lution in Matters relating to Religion, which he hatj' 
built upon the Authority of his infallible Authors, 
too fabulous to deferve any room here. "The reclaim¬ 
ing of thofe he calls Heretiqks, was attended with no 
lefs Miracles than the Converllon of the Jews zridGen- 
tiles to Chriftianity in the early Days of the Gofpel. 
Theodora fpent the whole Time of her Adminiftration, 
which continu’d for fourteen Years, in thefe Affairs of 
the Church, in the mean Time permitting the Ene¬ 
mies of the Empire to deftroy whole Provinces, and 
fuffering her Son to indulge himfelf in all the dif- 
folute Pleafures his unreftrain’d Youth could prompt 
him to, or a luxurious Court afford. Notwithftand- 
ing which unhappy Artifice, the young Emperor, as 
he encreas’d in Years, fo did he begin to be touch’d 
with a Defire to Rule, in which he was encourag’d 
by BardaSj Theodora's Brother, who thought he had 

not 
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not a fufSciesc Authority under h is SHterV Adnioi 
fixation, asd promis’d himfclf mighty Advantage 
from a Turn of Affairs. He knew it impoffible fa 
bim to fuccced in his Defigns fo long as Manuel an 
TTxoUijlus continu’d near the Emperor’s Perfon. I 
happen’d very unluckily that fome MifundeTftandinj 
arofe between thofe two Great Men, which Bardot 
with much Dexterity, So artfully manag’d, that Me 
rml quitted the Court, and retir’d to a private Lift 
and this open’d a way to Tbeetdiftas his Ruin. Bar 
fLts'% chief Jaftrumcni, was the Emperor’s School 
Mailer, a very covetous, ftubbom, arrogant Perfon 
who had entertain'd an irreconctfeable Averfion ti 
TheoEliJtuSi for that be oppos’d the young Prince, whi 
bad a Dcfire to prefer his unworthy Mafter to an Of 
fice, for which he was in no meafure qualify^ 3 £ 
that the School-Mafter, animated by Reverse, ara 
Cippc ■ted by Bardus^ continually alarm’d the Em pc 
ror with the Dangers he was to apprehend from vfo 
s&i/ius, who had no lefsaDcfign than ro marry eithei 
the Emprefs her feif, or one of her Daughters, ani 
pluck out his Eyes, thereby to make him incapable d 
- t '>eE?apire. The young Prince eafily believed what’ 
was offer’d againfl a Man, whom he fear’d ratbei 
»T;an lov’d, and therefore refolv’d todeftroy him. Ac¬ 
cordingly he was feiz’d not long after by the Empe¬ 
ror's Order, and committed to Prifon, in which With¬ 
in a few Days, by vertue of the fame Authority, he 
was put to Death. 

A. D. Theodora refented this Murder with a mod extrava* 
855 gantPaflionj fhe ran up and down the Court with her 

Hair loofe about her Shoulders, fill’d the Air with 
her Shrieks and Cries, curs'd both her Brother and 
her Son, and wiih’d them an End equally as unfortu¬ 
nate. Thefe Reproaches ferv’d only to jncenfe Ba r* 
das and the young Prince againft her, fo that they 
refolv’d to finifh what they had begun in removing 
To* £*- her. She, being fenfible of their Defign, was wil- 
f T *h v*** ling to fpare ’em the Crime offhedding more Blood, 
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After 


prepar’d to fuhnoit without any Refinance} to 
hich purpofe rflie femraon’.d the Senate, to whom fee 
ave Account of what Condition the Treafury was 
n, told ’em what a frugal Miftrefs fee hid been, and 

at itnmenle Riches fee left to her Son. 

hich fee refign’d her Power, and departed from the 
hurt, to the no ftnall Satisfaction of Michael , who 
wfpundhitnfdfabfolute, being freed from the- di(i* 
reeable Rcsftraint of a Mother and a Guardian, 
oweyer, for fear fee feould attempt once more to 
•eaflume that Authority fee bad fo cafily /quitted, by 
~'ardas his Advice, he order'd her to, be feaven, and 
ruft into a Nunnery, an Indignity fee did not long 
urvive. 


Friar*. 


Michael made ufe of his unlimited Authority to theMMwd #• 
Deftru&ion of the State, aod the Profiifion of 
restores his Mother’s Frugality had hoarded up. He 
ook a great Pride ia imitating Ners, and wasmighey 
mbitious of exceeding the reft of the World in thu 
xecllency of driving a Chariot, in Singing, and play- 
ng upon ail farts of mufical Inftrumems; and eopy *4 
hat Original Monfter fo well as to be mighty skitftil 
n all manner of Debaucheries, admitting none near 
is Perfon, but fuch as could feare with him in hie 
"candalous Exercrtes and Diverfions, and thofe ha 
ireferr’dto the higheft Employments j among the reft 
e made choice of one fheepbihts, the moilfcandaious 
f ’em all, whom he made Patriarch of Conflantinopk. 
his new Prelate, attended by a parcel of Priefts, 
hat were like himfelf, would in broad Day-light 

»alk as in Procefeon through the Streets, expofing 
imfelf in a thoufand Buffoonries, and coramittin 



uch Inibkneies as appear’d horrible to the fober an 
ifcrect part of the Inhabitants. In the mean time 
Ignatius, the legal Patriarch, who, upon the Death 
of Methodius, had been defied in the Year 847, con- 
Itinu’d to exercife his Patriarchal Fun&ion, being 
very much belov’d by the People, and highly fcan- 
[daliz’d at the Indignities offer’d the Church. 


In 



< 


the Reman Hillary. 


Vol. V. 


Clitts 


In a ftiort time the diflolute Prince had wafted atf 
his Treafures, and was reduc’d even to an infamous 
Neceffity, in which he was forc’d to fell or pawn 
whatever was of value in the Imperial Palace. Among 
the reft he melted down thofe famousTrces of Gold, 
which, according to my Author, were made by a 
learn’d Bifhop call’d Leo , in the late Emperor’s Time 


j 


and were the Admiration of all that beheld ’em} for 
among the Branches were difpers’d a number of Gol¬ 
den Birds, which, by the help of an Engine, fung 
very delightfully, to the great Surprize of the Specta¬ 
tors, who were no lefs agreeably frighten’d at the Roar 
of fome Golden Lions effe&ed by the fame Artifice. 
Whilft the Emperor was thus wafting the Treafures 
Barths his of the Empire, Bardas rul’d in it as he pleas’d, being, 
trtrt Fa*, as a Reward for his eminent Services, made Steward 
er - of the Houfhold, and General of the Armies. Ha* 

ving rais’d a powerful Army he fet out upon an Ex- 
pedition againft the Saracens, in which the Emperor 
accompany’d him, and after he had wafted a great 
part of Armenia minor , he fate down before one of the 
ftrongeft Towns upon the Euphrates. The Saracens 
appear’d feldom upon the Walls, and made few or 
no Sallies *, by thefe means giving the Romans reafon 
to imagine the Garrifon was very thin, upon which 
Prefumption they grew fccure and carelefs} but as 
they were at their Devotions on the Lord’s Day the 


Infidels fally’d out upon 


and made fo good a 


cais. 


cm, 

ufe of their Advantage, that the whole Army was 

Rc- r °uted, the Camp and all their Baggage taken, and 
nr.mj r-rr- the Emperor himfelf with much difficulty efcap’d. 

r ^ ^is Defeat, which Manuel receiv’d in his Enemy's 

* ra ~ Dominions, was follow’d not long after by anothcrin 

his own} for the Saracens being, upon all Occafions 
affifted by Carbeas and his Manichees, pierc’d with an 
Army, confifting of thirty thoufand Men, into the 
Roman Territories} and tho’ the Emperor oppos’d 
’em with no fewer than forty thoufand Thracians and 
Macedonians, yet the Saracens, watching their Advan¬ 
tage 
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tage, fell upon him unawares, and put his whole 
Army to Flight. 

Thefe Calamities threw the Empire into the greatefl 
Confternation imaginable, efpecially when fome time 
after News was brought to Court that the Infidels 
were preparing for another Invafion. The Emperor 
order’d his Uncle Petronas to march with an Army of 
Thracians againft them > for Bardas , difcourag’d with 
the late Overthrows, or for that he had Bufinefs of 
greater Confequcnce to purfue at home, declin’d ta¬ 
king the Field in Perfon, and trufted all to the Con- 

du6t of his Brother. Petronas his good Fortune inthis 
Campaign repair’d, in fome meafure, the Lofles 
fuftain’d in the former Engagements, for he fur- 
rounded the Saracens , cut off the Caliph himtelf, and 

his whole Army; and having taken his Son Prifoner, 

as he was retiring in great hafte to Melitena , he re- A. D. 
turn’d in Triumph to Conftantinople , where the Em- 8f8. 
peror made him Captain of his Guards, and permit- Bardas 
ted Bardas to aflume the Title and Dignity of Cafar ;crimed 
which as it was what he had been long aiming at, fo did 0 ^’ 
he conclude he had but one Step more to the t hrone, 
with the Hopes of which he daily flatter’d his Ambi¬ 
tion. His unbounded Power made him arbitrary in 
all his Aftions, for he not only divorc’d himfelf from 
his Wife, againft whom he alledg’d nothing that was 
able to juftifie fuch a Proceeding, but marry’d his 

own Daughter-in-Law : At which the good Patriarch, 

Ignatius , was fo offended, that he refus’d to commu¬ 
nicate with him as it was cuftomary upon the Fcaft 
of the Epiphany •, with which Bardas wasfo provok’d, 
that in a Synod, he had order’d to be held at Conftan¬ 
tinople ^ he fuborn’d feveral falfe Witnefles, who ac¬ 
cus’d Ignatius of having murder’d his Predcceflbr Me¬ 
thodius^ whofe Memory was had in great Veneration 

by the People; whereupon he was depos’d, and clapp’d 

up into Prifon, and Photius was ele&ed in his Place, 

which gave occafion to a very dangerous Sedition in 
Conjl ant inople. 


AU 
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Tht Konian Bijfar}. Vok if- 

All tbi* while the degenerate Ethpcror Cotitiatfdi 
in his fcandalous way of living, fpending hiS Tipie ift 
Races, and other ridiculous Amtifements, contorting 
with none buc the moil profligate Wretches m h5 
Dominions. Among thefe was one Gryllus, whom the 
Emperor, in his Frolicks, would call Patriarch, jffld 
having adorn’d him with the Patriarchal Habit, ftttt 
once tor his Mother, who was not yet dead, to meet 
hint} and as the unhappy Lady, who tfriftook hiri fot 
the real Patriarch, fell on her Knees to crkt»e hi} 
BJeflifig, the Villian difeover’d himfetf, and' with fit 
thy obicene Geftures derided the. deluded Prlrtclfft, 
and was highly applauded for it by the Emperor. Me 
was fo'extreamly addi&ed to Races that he interdi&d! 
the ufe of Beacons, at that time fo neceffary to inforfli 
the People of the Incurfions of the Sardiem , beeatife, 
as be was once beginning his Race, a Beacon Was fee 
on Fire, at which he was extreatrlly afili&dd left tHC 
People, upon an Apprchenfion of the Danger, fhoukf 

be diverted from obferving his great Dexterity ih 
Riding. His Mother, before hef Death, frCqUCrltly 
advis’d him to beware of Bafilius^ who was hie Site- 
ceflor, as of one Wht> would be the Ruin of hid Fa¬ 
mily} notwitbftarrding which he continu’d hirri in his 
Favour, advanc’d him to the greatelf Employments 
of Honour and Profit, and at laft declar’d him Cxfat^ 
and his Companion in the Empire, having at firft 

made way for his Advancement by the Murder of Bdr- 
dasy who, as yet, govern’d is every refpc& without 
Contrdul. 

^ D. The SariKxns that hard fettled in Crete ^ as W'sts before 

obferv’d, ertreamfy’ mfefted the Coafts of thd Erripirt, 
and having made a Defcent they pierc’d rrito 
where they committed many Outrages. Bntdtti 
thought he ihould do the State an extraordinary piece 
of Service, if he could reftrafti the Infolence of tbofe 
Infidels, and drive ’em out of Crite. To this ehd he 
rais’d a very powerful Army, and perfaaded the Etri- 
peror to honour the Expedition with his Prefence. 

Tbs 
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encamp’d io Phrygia 
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Banks of 


River M&andtt, where Bar da: hisServants, either 
of Defign, or unadvifedly, pitched tbeie Matter’# 
it upon a Hill over-looking that of the Emperor^ 

plac’d below. This, the Enemies of Cafiar 

ook care to improve to his Prejudice, and eafily per- 

EmpeTor how much reafon he had to be 


was 


atous 


Wherev 



eror 


Bafilius and the rcll had Ordm to murder him* 

1 they executed on the firft of April. The Sol-awA*^ 
were- fo offended at the Lofs- of their General* 

Mutiny arofe in the Army, and the Em- 
with feme Daneer to Conftantinoptti 


efcap’d 


roily laid afide, and the u 
lat luxurious Court reftor’d. 


Expedi 


Bar das 


the Advancement of Bafilius, whom MichaeldecU 
Cafiar, and his Affociate in the Empire on c fi l3 

if May following. 


irn in Macedonia^ w 
|ho’ Cedrems gives- him a noble Pedigr 
lerality affirm he 
arms. At the 


Bafilius 


mean obfeure 
facking of Adriample by Crumus , 

_ then a Child, was 
d with his Parents into Captivity, where he com¬ 


ing of Bulgaria , 


Peace 

i among otl 
was Matter 


His firft Of- 
to which hr 


he obferv 


thcEmper 

rejxmc of what he had done, and apprehended 
! in-the Perfon of his Creature, and- therefore 
e contriv’d his Deftru&ion, which however was 
inticipated 1 by. his own. Bafilius , being advanc’d by 
'i'cbael to- the Imperial Dignity, 


himfelf 


Induttry, to the Management 


1 behaving himfelf in every refpe&, with much 
[odefty and Meeknefs, he endeavour’d in all hi* 
'ifeourfes to divert the Emperor from his difTolute 

Courfes. 
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Courfes. Bat the unworthy Prince was fo far from 
liftning to hb wholcfome Counfcls, that he com raft¬ 
ed an Enmity to him, and prepaid to deftroy th« 
Building he had juft then rais’d, which haften’d on 
hb own Ruin i for Bajilius t being inform’d of what 
the Emperor and hb impudent Parafites were defign. 
ing againft him, thought the readier way to fecure 
his own Safety was to ftrike firft, and therefore 
watching his Opportunity, orje Day when the Em¬ 
peror was in his Cups, he kill’d him, when he had 
reign’d upwards of five and twenty Years, in the 
twelfth Year of Lewis II. Emperor of the Weft, t 
tenth of Nicolas , Pope of Rome , An. Dom. 86 j. 

Bajilius , upon the Death of Michael , was acknow¬ 
ledg’d foie Emperor by the ready Confent of the 
Senate and the People. Knowing how profufe his 
PredecelTors had been in difpofing of the Publick 
Treafure, he made a fevere Examination into the 
Accounts of the Revenue, and by Aft of Senate it 
was ordain’d. That they who had been rewarded for 
frivolous and difhoneft Services fhould refund all to 


the Trcafury 

he prudently 

with a Reftitution of half, 


felf. 


Which Aft, tho’ very juft in iu 

mitigated, and was contented 


which enabled him to 


make great Largefles to the People, whereby he 
grew exceedingly popular, and gain’d an extraordi¬ 
nary Reputation for the Care he tool 
niftring of Juftice. It’s reported of him that he once 


J°y> 


for that, upon 


a diligent Inquiry, no Perfon was found throughout 
the City, who had occafion to petition againft h« 
Officers, or complain of Oppreffion. And as he wai 
very diligent in the Management of the State, fo w» 
he no lefs folicitous for the well ordering of his own 


Family. He had four Sons, 


and 


ters 


as many 

Ctefars 


Daugh 


hedefign’d for the Church, and made all bis Daugh¬ 
ters Nuns. 
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The Mantchtes had, from the beginning of the late 
Reign, done innumerable Mifchiefs to the Empire. 
They were Matters of many ftrong Holds in the 
Eaft, from Whence they made their Inroads at Dif- 
cretion, and never return’d without a confiderabte 


the Mini- J 


Booty. Thefe People Bafilius thought it his Duty to 
chaftife, and, if pottible, to dilarm ’em. To that 
purpofe he rais’d the beft Army he could, and pro¬ 
ceeded in an Expedition againft them, which wasat- 
tended with Honour and Succefs, for in a few Years 


he broke the Heart of that people, wafted ail their 

Country, feiz’d on their fortify’d Towns and Cattles, 
and either kill’d or took their moft experienc’d and 
refolute Officers* for which extraordinary Services 
he triumph’d in great Pomp at Conftantinople , where 

fome Confpiracies, form’d againft him, were prevent¬ 
ed by a feafonable Difcovery, and the Confpiratort 
juftly punifli’d. After this he invaded Syria, beingat- 
tended in this Expedition by his eldeft Son Ctmjlantine , 
and having taken Ccefarea , the Metropolis of Cappa¬ 
docia, he ltruck fuch a Terror in the Saracens , that 


many of their Governors were forc’d to fubmit, 


and affift him in the War againft their own Nation. 
He took fo many Prifoners in this Expedition that 
their Numbers grew dangerous, upon which Confi- 
deration he commanded a Multitude of ’em to be 


flain. The greateft part of his Reign was fpent ftt 
thefe Wars againft the Saracens, in which, for the moft 
part, he had the Advantage * for he recover’d Crete 
from them, deftroy’d their whole Navy, and fo far 
humbled them, that they were contented to fit quiet 
at home, not daring to attempt any thing againft the 

Romans. The fame was his Fortune in Ciiicia , and in 
the Weft, where he reliev’d Capua clofely befieg’d by 
the Infidels, ahd in a great meafure drove ’em out of 
Italy. Thefe his extraordinary Advantage# made 
him belov’d at home, and fear’d and refpc&edabfoad. 
Notwithstanding which the African Saracens hop’d, by 
fome worthy Exploit, to redeem the Honour of their 

E Nation, 
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Nation, and accordingly fitted out a Fleet confifting 
of fixty Sail, with which they did great Mifchief in 
the Ionian Sea. 

Againft thefc the Emperor fent Nafar his Admiral, 
who fet Sail with a very ftrong Fleet to Methona , 
where his Men deferred in fuch great Numbers, that 
he was afraid to venture an Engagement, and fent the 
Emperor an Account of the Condition he was in, and 
how ill his Ships were mann’d. The Emperor, con¬ 
cern’d at fo unexpected an Accident, had recourfc to 
a jump- this Stratagem} he took thirty Saracens at that Time 
/A str»- p r if oners Confiantinopk , and having fo difguis’d ’em, 

as to have ’em thought to be fome of his own Sub¬ 
jects, he commanded ’em to be whipp’d publickly in 
the Circus ^ and from thence fent’em into Peloponnefus, 
where they were nail’d to Crofles, as if they had 
been the principal Authors of the Defertion. This 
Stratagem had the EffeCt defir’d, for it not only con¬ 
firm’d fuch in their Duty as had continu’d in the Ser¬ 
vice, but fo terrify’d thofe that had deferted, that 
they return’d to their Duty, and defir’d to be led a- 
gainft the Enemy. In the mean Time the Saracens 
were much elevated at this Delay in the Romans , and 
having in full Security quitted their Ships, they 
t a, cwere bufied in plundering a-fhore, when Nafar fell 
c«m F.fft unexpectedly by Night on their Fleet, and cither funk, 
*#' 9 * burnr, or took all their Veflcls. 

The Satisfaction the Emperor receiv’d from thefe 
frequent Advantages was fomething allay’d by the 

Lofs of Syracufe , which was befieg’d and taken by the 
Carthaginian Saracens , tho’ the Emperor had mann’d 
out a ftrong Fleet to relieve it: For Adrian, the Pa¬ 
trician, who was fent to command ir, arriv’d not 
time enough to its Affiftance, for which Reafon be 
was banifh’d by the Emperor at his Return to Con- 

ftantinopie. 

BajHius, at fuch Times as he was releas’d from the 
Cares of War, bufied himfclf in building and repair¬ 
ing Churches, and beautifying the Imperial Palaces, 

which 
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which he did at a prodigious Expence. Some hive 
refle&ed upon him for building and dedicating fo ma¬ 
ny Churches to the Honour of St. Michael , as if he 
had been prompted to it by the flings of his Confci- 
ence, thereby to expiate the Murder of his Prcdecef- 
for Michaelj his great Patron and Bcnefa&or. ’Tis 
certain, that towards the latter end of his Reign he 
grew diffident and fuperftitious, addi&ing himfelf 
to the Converfation of Monks, who impos’d on him 
by their legendary Fables and felfifh Intrigues. His 
eldeft Son Conjlantine being dead, he lamented his 
Lofs with a very unbecoming Paffion, and was in- 
confolable, faith Zonaras , ’till by the Affiftance of a 
Monk call’d fheodorus Santabarenas , reputed a Negron 
mancer and Magician, he beheld a Speftrum , cloath’d 
in his Son’s Shape, which met him on Horfebackj 
and, after the Emperor had kifs’d and embrac’d it, 
vanilh’d in an Inftant. This, or fome other extraor- 

I nary pieces of Service, render’d the Monk very 
swerful with the Emperor, who feldom did any 
hing without his Advice or Approbation, but fuf- 
r’d himfelf to be mod grofly abus’d and deluded by 
m, which gave Ground to many unhappy Divifion* 
the Court. 

Conjlantine being dead, the Eyes of all were fix’d 
i Leo , the Emperor’s fecond Son, who, being age- 
•rous wary Prince, was much offended at the Power 
'icodorus and his Accomplices had by their Arts ob- 
in’d over the Emperor} of which the jealous Monk 
as quickly fenfible, and therefore he refolv’d by 
me Artifice to deftroy him. The Cuftombeing ftit 
ie Prince, when he attended his Father abroad, td 
> unarm’d} the Monk alarm’d him with the Datt* 
:rs to which he pretended the Emperof lay expos’d^ 
rough the Pra&ices of fome defigning CoUrtiera* 
pecially whilft be was in the Field a Huntings in 
bich the Emperor took an uncommon Delight, for 
hich Reafon he advis’d him to arm himfelf private 

i with fome of his Followers, and be ready to op- 

E % 
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pole any Treafon Ihould be attempted againft him, 
Theie jealoufies the Monk inftiU’d with io much 
Cunning into the pious Prince, that he readily in. 
4 din’d to his Advice, and the next Time he attended 
his l ather abroad he arm’d himfelf, and fome of his 
mole intimate Friends. In the mean Time the Monk 
haften’d to the Emperor, and in great Conllernation 
told him '-jub.it mamfefl Danger attended him , that hit 
Son bad a Defign again jl bis Life , and was prepar'd , tht 
next Time he went out to Hunt , to kill bm in the Fieli , 
and that , if be took care to have him feareb'd , he mull 
f.nd him arm'd accordingly. The jealous Emperor re¬ 
ceiv’d, with an eafie Credulity, what the Monk had 
affirm'd with fo much Confidence; and therefore hn- 
vtng caus’d his Son to be icarch’d, and finding the 
Proofs vifibie againft him, he committed himtoclofe 
Pritbn, whither the Malice of the implacable Monk 
purfu’d -him; for the Emperor, at his Jnftigation, 
had commanded his Eves to be pluckt out, had not 

the Patriarch, and the Principal among the Nobility, 
interpos’d in his Behalf. AH the honell Courtiers, 

and thofe who had a juft Regard to the Welfare of 

,• Cj 

the State, were highly concern’d at thefc Domeftick 
Quarrels, and Loom'd very carneftly for the Prince 
his Releafe-, to which the Emperor would by no 
means condclcenb, ’nil he had receiv’d undeniable 
Argomehrs of his Innocence, after which he reftor’d 
him to his former Dignity, and continu’d him always 
near his Perlbn. I'or Bad Hus finding his End ap¬ 
proaching, took care to inltil into his Son fuch Rule) 
of Government, as might make him anlwer the Ex¬ 
pectations c-f his People, and the high Dignity tc 
which he was call’d. The Greek Hiftorians coni' 
mend him highly for his Care in this Particular, hi) 
A£b of Piety, and impartial Adminiftration of Ju 
ftice. The lame Authors alcribe Leo's Releafe to thi 
feafonable Mimickrv of a Parrot, which being cafu 

allv taught his Leflon by the repeated Condole 

meats of lame, who daily lamented the young Print 

hi 
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his Condition in a Room whete the Bird bung con- 
ftantly up in a Cage, cry’d out, with reiterated 
Complaints, at a Time when the Emperor was enter¬ 
taining Tome of the Notuiicy at a publick Collation 
in the fame Apartment, Alas , my Lord Leo! which 
Accident added freffi weight to the former Applicati¬ 
ons hts Friends had made in his Behalf. Bafilius didesfilius 
not live long after his Son’s Releafe, but dy’d of a dies. 
Diaribcea, according to foroe (tho’ others affirm he 
was kill’d cafually by a Stag) in the Nineteenth Year 
of his Reign, the Fifth of Charley the Grofe, and Se¬ 
cond of Stephen the Fifth Pope of Ro.r.e , A.D. 886. 

They who pretend that Leo y tho’ receiv’d and e- 2, 0 naras 
fteem’d as the Son of Bafilius , was in reality the Son 


of Michael, have no other Ground for their Aflertion, 

|but the Severity of his Reftraint, which will have no 
eight, if we qqnfider the juft Provocations the Em- 
eror thought he had to proceed with fo much Ri- 
pur againft him* how notwichftanding he releas’d 
an before his Death, and defign’d him for his Suc- 
eflor, which it is not likely he would have done had 
[he not been his own Sen, Gnce he had others to> 

’ucceed him. Nor is it to be fuppos’d his extraordi¬ 
nary Rcfpefr for the Memory of his Prcdecefior Mi - 
hatl could prevail with hiratoaftfo much to the Pre¬ 
judice of his own Family j ’tis a Maxim altogether 
new, and unheard of among Princes, how juft and; 
generous foever they may be in their own Natures. 

Ba finis was a Man of a Spirit and Capacity much ah cA- 
above his Birth and Education, which he made ap-™^ 
jpear in many remarkable Inftances throughout his 
Reign. He cautioufly declin’d engaging himfelf in 
the Difputes of Religion, and thereby kept fair with 


la¬ 


the contending Parties, though he diligently 
bour’d to promote the Peace of the Church. His 
Care was in nothing more confpicuous than in his re¬ 
forming and new modelling the Laws of the Era- 

which bad loft much of their Authority lince 
Days of fuflinian y as well in the Eaftern En.- 


pire, 

the 


E 5 


pue, 
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pirc, where the ule of the Latin Tongue, in which 
they were compil’d, by degrees grew difeontinu’d,« 
in the Weft, where they were fupprds’d or reftrain’d 
by the barbarous Nations, who had conquer’d Ital 7, 
and introduc’d their own particular Laws and native 

Cuftoms. In Ihorr, it may be faid of Bajilius , that 
if he had obtain’d the Empire with as much Inno¬ 
cence as he govern’d it with Prudence and Mo¬ 
deration, he had deferv’d to have been remember’d 
among the beft Emperors. 

t0 v. Bajilius being dead, Leo was univerfally acknow¬ 
ledg’d Emperor. He had been declar’d fuch by his 
Father in the thirteenth Year of his Reign, immedi¬ 
ately upon the Death of his elder Brother Conjlanti 
and profited fo much from his own private Readings, 
and his Father’s Inftru&ions, that he defervedly ac- 
A. D. quir’d the Surname of Philofopbus. His firftCarewu 
885 . to punifti Theodoras the Monk, who had been the Au¬ 
thor of fo many Mifchiefi towards the latter end of 
his Father’s Reign. He firft order’d him to be whipp’d 

in an ignominious manner, after which he fent him 

to Athens , from whence, after he had order’d hit 
Eyes to be pluck’d out, he banifli’d him into the 
Eaft. He proceeded with equal Severity againft Pb 
tius , Patriarch of Conjiantinople , who had not only 

declar’d openly in Favour of Theodoras , and given j 

beginning to feveral Cornells betwixt the Eaftert 
and Wcftern Church, but was accus’d of having con 
fulted with Theodoras how to advance one of his owi 
Kinfmen to the Throne. Hereupon Photius wasde 
pos’d, and banifh’d into Armenia, and the Emperor’ 

own Brother Stephen was advanc’d to the Patriarchs 
Dignity. At the fame Time he recall’d thofe Bi 
fhops, and other EccleGafticks, that had been banifh’ 
by the Contrivance or Authority of Photius , and r( 
ftor’d ’em to their former Dignities, and endeavour’; 
as much as he was able, to obliterate the Memory < 
his Father’s Ingratitude to Michael ', whofe Relicks 1 

remov’d from the Monaftery wherein they were n 

pos’ 
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pos’d, and convey’d ’em in folemn Pomp to the Im¬ 
perial City. The Beginning of this Emperor’s Reign 

<_ »i „_l -y v remar k a bi e f or a fti^dcn ir¬ 





ruption of the Saracens, and a Fire which deftroy’d 
rcat Numbers of Houles, together with fcveralPub- 
ck Buildings at Conflantinople. This was Follow’d by 

frelh Commotions in Italy, occafion’d by the Trea -Ht* Trtu- 

chery of Ajo, or Angaus, Duke of Benroentum , who,j m I;3 ' 

hearing of Bafilius his Death, fell fuddenly upon the 

Emperor’s Lieutenant, who commanded in thofe 
Parts that continu’d fubje& to the Byzantine Empire, 
and having overthrown him in two or three Eng 
ments, forc’d the Inhabitants to renounce their j 
giance to the Emperor, and declare for him. As foon 
as Leo was inform’d of this Revolt hefent Conftantine , 
the Patrician, with a ftrong Army into Italy , where 

he receiv’d an abfolute Defear, and was conftrain’d 
to return from whence he came. 

The Year following there happen’d fuch an E- 
clipfe of the Sun, that the Stars appear’d at Noon-day, 
and this was attended with fuch terrible Thunders 
and Lightning as threw the Inhabitants of Constanti¬ 
nople, where feveral were deftroy’d, into a general 

Confternation. Leo had been marry’d in the Year 
879 to Theophania, the Daughter of Martinacius, a 
Lady of a moft exemplary Piety, for which reafon 

Leo had her canoniz’d, and erefted a Temple in Ho¬ 
nour of her Memory after her Deathj tho’ whilft he 
was alive, and fometime after hts Advancement to 
the Throne, he forc’d Zoe , the greateft Beauty of 
that Age, from the Arms of one to whom fhe had 
been marry’d, and us’d her as his Concubine, con¬ 
ferring new and unheard-of Honours upon her Fa¬ 
ther i who, abufing the Power he had with the Em- 


War 


mans 


been 


carry’d on between the two Nations for a confide- 
rable Time, and the Publick Mart was kept at Con¬ 
flantinople , from whence fomc of the Greek Merchants 
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perfuaded Zanlzas, the Father of Zae , to remove it, 
by Virtue of the Authority he had in the Court, to 
Thejfalon'ua where the Officers who were employ'd to 
colled: the Emperor’s Cuibms a&ed with am unufu- 
al Vigour, and opprefs’d the Bulgarians with unlawful 
Impositions; Of which when Complaint was made 
to Simeon , the Prince of that Nation, wfiq bad long 
wanted a Pretence for a Rupture, he requir’d, by his 
AtnbafTadors, immediate Satisfaction fromtfie Empe¬ 
ror} who, depending too much upon Zvtt^as his 
Suggeftions, refus’d to redrefs thofc who had been 
fo unjuflly opprefs’d, and by that means fupply’d Si¬ 
meon with a fair Opportunity of declaring War a-* 
gainft him. In the firft Engagement, which hap¬ 
pen’d in Macedonia , the Romans receiv’d a total De- 
: teat, great Numbers of’em were Plain upon the Place, 
and more taken Prifoners, who were us’d in a barba¬ 
rous manner by the infolent Conqueror} for he firft 
led ’em in Triumph round his Camp, after which he 
cut off their Nofes, and fent ’em to Qoufiantinaple^ 
where they fill’d the Inhabitants at once with Shame, 
Anger and Amazement. Leo was highly provok’d at 
this Indignity, and therefore prevail’d with the Hun 
garians to invade Simeon on one fide, whilft he affauk- 
ed him on the other. The Hungarians^ being incou- 
rag’d by the rich Prefers they had receiv’d from the 

Emperor, were eafily perfuaded to undertake the Ex¬ 
pedition, and therefore prepar’d in great Numbers to 
break into Bulgaria. Leo on the other Hand fitted 
out a ftrong Fleet, and having rais’d a new Army, he 
committed it to the Conduct of Nscephorus Pbecas , a 
Patrician, and Captain of the Guards \ but being 
ftill more dcilrous of Peace, than the continuance of 
a War, to which he had given an unhappy Beginning} 
at the lame Time that the Army began IQ march* 
he fent an Ambafudor to Simeon with Propofols fof 
an Accommodation. Siimo#^ who obferv’d the pow¬ 
ers thu were drawing down on each fid* againft 

him, thought this a Trick of the Emperor’s on pur- 

pofe 
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pofe to amufe and circumvent him; fa that having 
thrown the A wbafladoi iotoPrifon he march’d in Per* 
fon again ft the Hungarians^ who had pafs’d the 1 fter^ 
and were destroying Bulgaria with Fixe and Sword. 

Jhe Hungarians receiv’d him with great Courage, and 
after an hot Difpute on both fides, totally overthrew . 
him- The Flower of alt his Army was cut ofl^ and|j® e< ”i 
heefcap’d with great hazard to Drifts whilft the Hun- B u ]|am 
tarians purfu’d thofe of his Forces that fled, of whom be atm by 
they took.great MultitudesPrifoners, and fold ’emfor^ e . Hu °- 
a good Sum of Money to the Emperor. This Misfoiv** r,a,,s * 
tune had taught Simeon to a£k with a little more Mo¬ 
deration, for obferving that the Emperor’s Forces, un¬ 
der the Conduct of Nice pis or us, were approaching, he 
foot and earneftly defir’d Peace from Leo, who as 
readily granted it, and gave Orders for his Fleet and 
Army to return home. 

Simeon no fooner found the Danger remov’d but 
he threw Leo's Ambaffadors into Prifon, and fell with 
an unexpected Fury upon the Hungarians, whom he 
defeated, and in a barbarous manner ravag'd all their 
Country \ and when the Emperor, who was unable 
to aflift his Confederates upon fo ihort a Warning, 
complain’d of this Proceeding, and demanded a Ra¬ 
tification of the Treaty, he arrogantly declar’d he 
would by no means condefcen,d to a Peace ’till all tb© 
Bulgarians , who had been taken Prifoners, were re¬ 
leas’d i this the Emperor, after fome Hefitation, con- 
fented to, notwithfhnding which Simeon would not 
confent to lay down his Arms, but inflfted on new 
Demands more unreafonable than the former j at 
which Leo was fa incens’d that herefolv’d to fall upon 
him with the whole Power of the Empire, and, if 
poflible, todeftroy him. Some Mifunderftandingbe¬ 
tween the General Officers, occafion’d by the In¬ 
trigues ofZaKtzas, who govern’d with too unlimited 
an Authority in the Court, deftroy’d the hopes of 

this Expedition y for Simeon fell upon the Romans 
whilft they were at Variance among themfelves, and 

obtain’d 
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obtain’d an entire 
the Emperor at length 


1, which conftrain’d 

upon 


the be ft Terms he could obtain, which however wa 


than 


Empe 


J o -— 

her, and the War was carry’d 
between both Nations during 
rn. For notwithftanding *Jl 


hisgreat Care and Vigilance, the Bulgarians watch’d 
all Opportunities of infulting the Empire. 

Whilft Leo was engag’d iD thefe Wars abroad, fevenl 
Defigns were form’d againft his Perfon at home, 
which however were feafonably difeover’d, and the 
Traitors defervedly punifti’d, tho’ once he efcap’d 
with great Hazard of his Life. Forgoing 
Proceffion to Church on fVbitfunday , as it was 
cuftomary upon that Feftival, a Fellow watch’d his 
Opportunity, and gave him fo great a Blow on his 
Head, that all about him defpair’d of his Life. The 
Fellow was immediately feiz’d and tortur’d, in order 
to force him to a Difcovery, but all they could do 
could extort nothing from him ’tis true he was look'd 
on as difternper’d in his Brain, which it’s thought put 
an end to any further Scrutiny. Indeed Alexander , 
the Emperor’s Brother, was miftrufted to have given 
Life to all thefe Confpiracies, notwithftanding which 
Leo made no Enquiry againft him, either for that he 
had then no Son of bis own to fucceed him, or be- 
caufe, being a Man 


Merit 


be 


his W$rth 

him. 


ger fro 

Some time before this, Leo , having bury’d his Em- 
prds Tbeopbania with much Pomp, marry’d Zoe bis 
beautiful Concubine, and put the imperial Crown on 
her Head. She enjoy’d not thole Honous long, but 
dy’d within two Years after her Advancement, and 


Wo 


Beauty 


own, nam’d Eudocia, who dying in Child-bed not ve¬ 
ry long after, left the Emperor once more a Widower. 

As yet he had no Son to fuccecd him, at which l> e 

was 
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was very uneafie* but being, according to theCuftom 
of thofe Times, addi&ed toAftrology, he was aflur’d 
belhould dill be the Father of a Succeffor, which en¬ 
courag’d him to look out for another Wife, and was 
eafily perfuaded to marry a fecond Zoe, by whom he 
had a Son call’d Confiantine . The fourth Marriage, 
which was then held unlawful, gave Ground to feve- 
ral unhappy Divifions in the Eaftern Church. For 
as foon as Leo had declar’d Zoe Emprefs, which was 
not till her Son Confiantine was born, Nicbolaus Myfii- 
cus, at that time Patriarch of Confiantinople , not only 
declar’d himfelf refolutely againft it, but excommu¬ 
nicated the Emperor, who when he obdinatcly re¬ 
us’d, upon Leo's earned Application, to redore him 
to the Church, he depos’d him from his Office, and 
fubllituted Euthymius in his Place. Nicbolaus would 


hot have carry’d himfelf with fo much Obdinacy, 
if he had not been fupported by the Opinions and 
Declarations of feveral other Bifliops his Suffragans, 
who adhered dcdfadly to him in his Expuldonj 
whereas others, who were of a more peaceable Tem¬ 
per, approv’d of the new Patriarch’s Difpenfation in^ 
the Emperor’s Behalf, whereupon a Schifm enfu’d^,^ £ 
in the Church. 


fitn 


The Nuptial Ceremonies were hardly over before Owb. 
the Emperor was alarm’d by the Motions of the Sara- 71 **?*: 


tens 


who, encourag’d at the Hodilitics and Succefs 

_*_ _-_U_- . __L!^L 


the Bulgarians , fird mann’d out a Fleer, with which 
they took Taurominium in Sicily, and having flam a 
great Multitude of the Romans they conquer’d Lem- 
nos, from whence they led away an incredible Num¬ 
ber of Captives. After this they did great Mifcbieft 
without controul upon the Coafls under the Conduit 
of a Renegado, call’d Leo Attaleus , who put the Im¬ 
perial City it felf into a great Condernation. The 
Emperor prepar’d all the Strength he had at Sea to op- 
pofe ’em, but his Admirals finding ’em always fuperior 
in Number, return’d without attempting anything a- 
gainft ’em, aod left ’em to befiege Thejfalonica, which 

they 
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they took and plunder’d, and had deftroy’d the City 
bad they not been bought off with a vaft Sum of 

Gold. Leo , after thefc Ddgraces at Sea, where he 

found himltlf unable to contend w ith the Infidels, 
thought it not improper to makefome Reprifals upon 
’em by Land} and having rais’d a very powerful Ar¬ 
my he gain’d feveral Victoi ies againft’em in the Eall, 
under the Conduct of Euflatbius Argjrus^ and Androni- 
cus LXucas: And had not home fatal Dtffentions put a 


r.i g m- 
trr-K'i cf X 

^ J 

Sz'2 r .l2 


Hop to the Progrcfs of his Arms, he had infallibly 
obtain’d as great or greater Advantages againft ’em 
7 ht f»s-than any of his Predeceffors. Samouas, a Saracen by 
£ !n ^ Birch, having difeover’d fotne dangerous Defigns 


form’d againft the Emperor, was, by Advice of 


S 


JVr. .ur.it. Senate, as well as by Leo's particular Inclinations to 

his Perfon, advanc’d to Employment of the higheit 
Truft and Profit. He made an outward formal Pro- 


feifion cf Chriftianity, but inwardly nourilh’d thePoi- 
fon with which he was infected at his Birth, and ha- 
ving in a prodigious manner enrich’d himfelf, he 
attempted to efcape with all his Wealth into bis own 
Country} but after feveral Accidents upon the Road 
was (topp’d, and brought back to Coufiantinople by Cun' 
jiantir.us Ducas , the Son of the General Andronicus . 
The Emperor, notwithftanding his intended Defecti¬ 
on, reftor’d him upon a fpecious Submiffion to his 
Favour, and, continuing him in his Offices,left it in 
his Power to revenge himfelf upon thole who had 
forc’dh’m back Shortly after this Accident Himerm 
and Andronicus Ducas were declar’d Generals againlt 
the Saracens■, and Samonas having conceiv’d an im¬ 
placable Hatred to Axdronicus, upon the Account of 
his Son Confiantine, prevail’d with one of the Generals, 
his mnft intimate Friend, to advife him by Letter by no 
means to joinwitb Himerius in any Enterprize againft tbi 
Saracens, for that Himerius bad Orders from the Emperor 
to put out hi; Eyes as foox as be could get him into his Power, 
Andrtnitus unhappily iiflen’d to tilde Infinuations,ar.d 
fuffer’d Himerius to engage without him, not with- 

Handing 
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Handing which the Saracens were totally defeated. 
This Succefs againft the Infidels at once reminded 
Andronicus of his Duty, and the Error he had com¬ 
mitted * fo defpairing of a Pardon from the Empe* 
ror he feiz’d on a Caftle near Iconium , where he pre¬ 
par’d for a Revolt, whilft Samonas was ufing all the 
power he had at Court to his Deftru&ion, repre- 
fenung to feo, with all the Force his Malice was 
Mailer of, How contumaciously be refus'd to join with 
Himenu c in the Expedition^ and was now ripe for a 
Rebellion. Tho’ Leo was unwilling to believe any 
thing to the Prejudice of Andronicus^ who had hitherto 
ferv’d him with much Honour and Integrity, yet be¬ 
ing ignorant of Samonas his wicked Artifice, and re- 
flcfting on the General’s late Behaviour, he com¬ 
manded a ftrong Army to be fent againft him, where¬ 
upon Andronicus fled with all he had to the Saracens , 
by whom he was receiv’d with all imaginable Kind- 

nefs and Refpett. 

Ire, as foon as the heat of his Refcntment was over, 
began to refleft on what he had done. He could not 
be ignorant of the Reafons Samonas had to ad with 
fo much Vigour againft Andronicus , and regretted at 
once the good Subjed his Credulity had loft, and 
what an Enemy he had rais’d up in his ftead, and re¬ 
viv’d, if poffible, to recal him. Accordingly he re¬ 
leas’d a Saracen Captive, on Condition he would 
carry fome Letters from him to Andronicus ; the 
Saracen readily undertook the Service, but being brib’d 

by Samonas , inftead of conveying ’em to Andronicus , 

he deliver’d the Letters to the Caliph, wherein he 
invited him home, promis’d to reftore him to his for¬ 
mer Dignity and Eftatc, and gave him all ima¬ 
ginable aflurance of frefh Encouragement. The 
Caliph having read the Letters immediately threw 
Andronicus and his Friends into Prifon, where they 
were treated with all imaginable Severity, under 
which Andronicus miferably perifh’d *, others abjur’d 

their Religion for the fake of their Liberty, to which, 

after 
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after many Hardfhips, they were reftor’d*, and the 

reft, with exceeding difficulty, efcap’d to Conflanti. 
nople, with Conftantine , Andronieus his Son, of whom 
the Reader may expe& a farther Account hereafter. 

L»v Whatever Grounds Leo had for his Proceedings a- 

gainft Andronieus , it doth not appear, hut the Jealou- 
fie he had conceiv’d a gain ft Euftatbius Argyrus was 
even more unwarrantable. Euftatbius had given the 

Emperor, and feveralof his Predeceftors, Frequently 

fiances of his great Integrity and Conduft in many 
Services both by Sea and Land, notwithftanding 
which, without any apparent Crime urg’d againfthim, 
he was turn’d out of all his Employments on a fud- 
den, and was not fuffcr’d long to enjoy the Sweetnefi 
of a private Life, being fhortly after taken off by 
Poifon, to the great Diflatisfa&ion as well of the Sea¬ 
men as the Soldiers, by whom he was univerfally be- 
lov’d. The Behaviour of Leo, in thefe Particulars, 
fhewsushow unhappy fome Princes are in the Choice 
of their Favourites. And ’rwas equally as difficult for 
any one to find out a Reafon for the Misfortune of thefe 
two Great Men, as for the extraordinary Favours, 
notwithftanding all his Perfidious Intrigues, conti¬ 
nu’d to Samonas , who was grown into fo great a Cre¬ 
dit with the Emperor, that he fent for the Favourite’s 
Father, entertain’d him in the Imperial Palace, and 
out of a religious, but dangerous Vanity, fhew’d him 
all the rich Furniture and Treafure or the Church. 
The old Man was fo charm’d at the Power and Autho¬ 
rity with which he faw his Son govern in Conjlantim - 
that he would willingly have ftaid there, and been 
Partaker with him in it, bad not Samonas perfuaded 
him to continue ftedfaft in his Religion, which he 
never had renounc’d from his Heart, and return into 
his own Country, whither he intended to follow him 
with the firft Opportunity. The Father being gone, 
the Emperor grew every Day more profufe in his 
Favours to his Son, ’till by degrees he grew, as it 
Were, intoxicated with too much Power, and by that 

means 
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means procur’d his own Ruin. Samonas had recom¬ 
mended a young Gentleman, call’d Conftantine , by 
Birth a Papblagonian, to wait on the Emprefs, who 
was fo much taken with him, that (he made ufe of 
all her Intercft to promote him, which adminifter’d 
great Caufe of Diftruft to Samonas , who began to 
fear he might be fupplanted. At firft he endeavour’d 
by the ftrength of his Authority to remove him, 

but when he found that could not be effc&ed, he 

arrogantly accus’d the Emprefs of too much Fa¬ 
miliarity with him, and proceeded fo far as to pub- 
lilh a Scurrilous Libel againft the Emperor himfelf; 
who, finding him to be the Author of it, grew at 

length fenfible of his Perfidioufnefs, and after he hadsamona* 
order’d him to be lhaven he confin’d him to a Mona-w Dip 
fiery, and preferr’d the new Favourite to be Cham-*’’*" - 
berlain of the Houfhold in his (lead. 

Leo did not long furvive this piece of Juftice, Leo diet'. 
but dy’d of the Cholick on the eleventh of May, A. D. 
or June, as fome will have it, in the fecond Year pn. 
of Anajiajius the Third Pope of Rome, the firft of Lewis 
the Fourth, Emperor of Germany, and twenty fifth of 
his own Reign, by the Confent of moft Authors, 
tho’fome others vary from it, An. Dom. 911. 

Leo is generally allow’d to have been a vigilant and His chta 
prudent Prince, a Man of great Learning and Capa - raiier - 
city in the Adminiftration of Affairs, tho’ there can 
be no one but muft allow him in many things to 
be blameable. Undoubtedly his extraordinary Learn¬ 
ing render’d him a Favourite among Men of Let¬ 
ters, efpecially the Church-Men, who compare him 
to the moft vigilant of their Bifhops in his Care of 
the Church, exprefs’d in his Circular Letter, and 
other of his Writings. His prudent Management 
towards the Italian Princes, by which he won feve- 
ralof them off from their Alliances with the Sa¬ 
racens, who were grown very powerful in the 
Weft, and uniting them into a joint Confederacy a- 
gainft them, (hews him to be an able Statefman and 

provident 
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provident Guardian of the Chriftians. Hh $cm {*> 
ing little more than five Years old at his Dfcath,he 
declar’d Alexander, his Brother, his Succe/For, ad¬ 
juring him, by all the Ties of Gratitude and Nature, 
to be careful of the young Prince his Education,and 
appoint him to fucceed in the Empire, which, in all 
appearance, he would hardly have done, had Jk* 

4aidtr been then no more than twenty Years of 
Age, as fome of the Greek Writers have affirm’d) 
tho’ Curopalates , from whom the reft have borrow’d, 

and by that means fell into the fame Error witi 
him, forgot his former Account, in which he. tell* 
us that Baf.lius the Emperor, in the third Year of 
his Reign, created his third Son Alexander O/ar, 
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CHAP. II. 

From the *Death of Leo the Thilofopher^ to that 
0/Bafilius the Second , who fubdu'dtbe Bulgari¬ 
ans, and made 'em Tributary to the Empire* 

Containing the Space of 114 Tears* 

I f A 

I, IT was very hafipy for the State that the Reign ALIX ^* f? 

1 of ylkxander, whom Lio had appointed his Sue- DSR ' 
ceiTor, was fo fbort $ in which however he had Time 

enough to give the World a terrible Idea of a wick¬ 
ed diflolute Prince} and tho’ he was quick in his 
Courfc, yeti like a malignant Planet, hefhedhispoi- 
fonous Influence as he roll’d along. He was fcarce 
confirm’d in the Empire before he recall’d Nicolaus 
My/licus, whom his Brother had banifh’dj and in a 
publick Aflembly, fummon’d for that purpofe, for¬ 
mally depos’d Euthytaius, the Patriarch j who was no 
fooncr degraded, but fomc Hot-headed Priefts of Ni¬ 
colaus his Faftion fell violently upon the helplefs Old 
Man, and, in a moft outrageous manner* infulted 
him, pulling him by his hoary Beard, buffetting him 
with their Fifts, and edmmitting fuch barbarous In¬ 
dignities upon his facred Perfon* as would fcarce be 
allow’d even in a Reprefentation upon the Stage* and 
at which the Ambafladors of the Saracens themfelves* 

who were then prefent* to the great Scandal of Cbri- 
ftianity, were highly offended. Eutkymius did not 
long furvivc this Barbarity, but dy’d fhortly after iri 

Exile. 

Alexander having, as he thought, by this A&iori. 

fettled the Affairs of the Church, apply’d himfelf 
w ith equal Prudence, to the Management of the 
State, out of which he thruft all thofe whofe Honour 
Integrity had render’d them unwelcome to him* 

Granting fueh in their room as would countenance* 

F »n 4 
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and fhare with him in his libidinous Courfes. He was 
fenfible that thefe Proceedings had render’d him odi¬ 
ous to the People, vhofe Eyes and Wifhes were fix’d 
on his Nephew Conjlaniine , whom therefore he de- 
fign’d ro caftrate, and thereby render him incapable 
of the Succcffion, which he propos’d to fettle on a De¬ 
bauchee , call’d Bafililzas , a Fellow of obfcure Birth 
and Fortune, ’till enobled by him for being his Com¬ 
panion in all his abominable Extravagancies. Thofe 
who were near his Perfon, and bore any Rcfpedt to 
the Memory of Zee, perfuaded him to fufpend the 
Execution of his Defign for fome Time, in Confide* 
ration that the Child was young and fick, and would 
fhortly, in all probability, be call’d out of the way by 
a natural Death, which would fave him the Expence 
of lb an unpopular an Attempt. The hopes of that, and 
an aiTurance that the Prince was yet too young to raife 
any Diiturbanccs againft him, reltrain’d him for the 
prefent from his bloody Purpofe. 

the Mother of Conjlcintine , had, from the 
Death of Zee, very vigorously endeavour’d to oppofe 
Alexander, at which being provok’d, by the Advice 
cf his new Miniilers, he baniih’d her from the Court, 
where none were fuffer’d but thofe who were of as 
bruti.n Appetites as himlclf. And that his Tranf- 
r.ctions abroad might bear a Rcfemblancc to thofe at 
home, he dd'mils'd, in an ignominious manner, the 
Amb-iTadors of the Bulgarians , who were come to 
renew the League formerly concluded ■, whereupon 
the War broke out afrefh between both Nations, 
and prov’d, in the Ifi'ue, very unfortunate to the 
Romans. 

Thu; had this unfortunate Prince, in lefs than* 
Year’s Time, reduc’d the State to the lail Extremity) 
being hated at home, where he was ferv’d by none 
but fuch as were Slaves to his fenfual Pleafuresj and 
defpis’d abroad, where his Enemies, juftly provok’d 
againft him, were arming for his Deftruftion. /Ill 
thole, who were able or willing to ferve their Coun¬ 
try 
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try in To dangerous a Conjun&ure, were difgrac’d 
and banifli’d, and the foie Management of Affairs 
committed to the Hands of thofe who leem’d to de¬ 
fire its Deftru&ion. All this while he purfu’d with 
great Application his diffolute Courfes, laughing ac 
the facred Orders of the Church, blafpheming God, 
and opprefling Man j ’till Death, haften’d on by hisAlcxao^ 
Intemperance, releas’d the State from fo pernicious dcr 
a Montfer, and took him off in the midft of his De¬ 
baucheries. Having one Day exercis’d himfelf ac 
Tennis, after a great fit of Gluttony, he play’d with 
fo much Violence, that he broke fome of the Vef- 
fels, and continu’d to bleed inwardly ’till he dy’d. 

Before his Death he declar’d his Nephew Conflantine ^ ^ 
his Succeffor, but appointed thofe for his Governors, ' * 

during his Minority, as had in his Life-time .been J 
his moll darling Companions, all which however 
were ihortlv after remov’d by Zoe, the young Em¬ 
peror’s Mother, whom they were forc’d much a- 
gainft their Wills to recall to Court. 

Alexander's fudden Death, and the Contempt the CoNS ™** 
generality of the People had for thofe who were af- TINE 
fjgn’d for the young Prince his Governors, encou¬ 
rag’d fome, who were Friends to Conflantine Ducas , 
the Son of Andronicus , to aim at an Innovation. 


'Ducat was at that Time abfent, but was quickly 
advertis’d by his Friends of Alexander's Death. They 
remainded him of the dangerous Condition the State was 

in, threaten'd from abroad, and divided at home, that in 
the mean ‘Time the Empire wanted a Head to govern 
and protett it , that it would infallibly be diffolv'd if he 
did not appear in its behalf, and by a timely Defence 
prevent the Ruin that attended it, there being no Mari 
living fit to govern but himfelf. Leo , the late Em¬ 
peror, is faid to have admoniih’d Ducas of his Duty 
upon his Return to Conflantinople , which was before 
obferv’d : And to have advis'd him , notwitbflanding the 
Encouragement he might receive from his Name , never to 
eim at the Sovereignty That if he contented himfelf with 
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a prii-ate State , ?« which he was born , might live 

long and happy, but if ever he attempted the Imperial 
Dignity, very Place , where now he was treated with 

Co much Honour and Magnificence , would inevitably be the 
Scene of bis Dejiruffion. Conjlantinus Ducas either had 
forgot this friendly Admonition, or difregarded it. 
, He gave a ready Ear to the dangerous Invirati- 

jcrctm,.... on5 o - un j ia ppy F r i cnc | Si an d haften’d by Night 

with a (elect Body of Men to Conflantinople , and be¬ 
ing got into the Caftle fummon’d all his Friends to 
attend him. Many there were of great Power and 
Authority in the City that anfwer’d his Summons, 
and repair’d to the Caftle j from whence, after a 
few Hours (pent in fome previous Confultations, 
they went in a great Multitude, with Torches in 
their Hands, before it was Light, to the publick 
Circus , and with joyful Acclamations faluted him 


Emp 


rcr. 


I ' 


Cl 


The young Emperor’s Governors had quickly an 

Account of this dangerous Tumult, and fent John, 
who was one of the Number, at the Head of fomc 
Seamen, and fuch others as were the molt forward 
to defend the Prince, with Orders to oppofe the U- 
furper, who met with little or no Oppofition ’till he 
got to the Court of Guard, where the Soldiers, being 
encourag’d by John's .Approach, made a very vigorous 
Refiftance. Gregory, the Son of Ducas, and fome 
others of his moll; intimate Friends were (lain at the 
firft Onfetj and fhortly after Ducas himfelf being 
thrown from his Horfe as he was encouraging his 
Men, who began to give Ground, wasfeiz’d by fome 
of the Imperial Guard?, who cut off his Head, and 
prefented it to the Emperor. With Ducas fell the 
Life and Hopes of all his Parry, the Principal of 
whom were punilh’d either by Death or Banifhmenr. 
This unexpected Ir.lurre&ion, fo happily crufh’d in 
its Birth, gave the young Prince his Governors a fair 
Pretence of calling fuch of the Senators to an Ac¬ 
count, who weie too honeftto approve of their Beha¬ 
viour 
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viour in their Authority} and ’tis thought many of 
that Rank, tho’ innocent, had fuffer’d, had not one of 
the Judges, more courageous than the reft-, boldly 
ask’d’em, How they durjl attempt Things of fo high a Na¬ 
ture during the Emperor's Minority ? 

In the midft of thefe Domeftick Diftra&ions Sime¬ 
on, King of Bulgaria , being juftly provok’d at the 
Indignities put upon his Ambaffadors by Alexander , 
had with a very powerful Army invaded the Em-^ B ul- 
pire, and was by this Time advanc’d fo nsar to Ce»-£ an *J’ s 
fiantinople , that he had great hopes of taking it} but'^/'^y 
met with fo vigorous a Reception from the inhabitants, 
who trufted not fo much to their Walls, tho’ they 
were very ftrong, as their own Courage, that after 
feveral unfuccelsful Attempts he was forc’d to retire, 
and offer fome Overtures for a Treaty, which were 
very willingly embrac’d by the Governors, and the 
Matter was carry’d on fo far, that Simeon was admit¬ 
ted to Dine with the Emperor, who receiv’d him 
very honourably, and dilmifs’d him laden with rich 
Prefents. Notwithftanding which the Treaty was 
either broke before it could be brought to any happy 
Conclufion, or the Peace violated loon after. For 
by that Time the Emprefs Zoe had been recall’d to 

Court, and confirm’d in her Authority, Simeon broke 
once more into Tbrace> and deflroy’d all with Fire 
and Sword, continuing long in no Place ’till he ar¬ 
riv’d at Adrianopk, which he refolv’d to take either by 
Force of Arms, or the Power of his Prefents. The 
latter prov’d the more prevalent, for it was betray’d 
to him by one Pancratucas , an Armenian , who had 
been corrupted by Gold to that purpofe, and was 
afterwards, by the fame means, recover’d to the Em* 

! peror. 

Whilft Zoe was thus attack’d on one Side by the 
Bulgarians , the Saracens from Tyre infefted the Mari-^ 
tim Parts of the Empire on the other} whereupon Saracens, 
file confulted with the Senate what was to be done 
in fuch an Extremity-, in which it was refolv'd to 
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make Peace, if poffible, with the Saracens , and di¬ 
rect the whole Power of the Empire againfl the Bul¬ 
garians. The Saracens being divided among them- 
felves at home, and (atisfy’d for the prefent with 
their late Depredations, readily agreed to an Ac¬ 
commodation ; fo thac Zot being now difintangled 
from them, fent Leo Pbocas at the Head of a very gal¬ 
lant Army againft the Bulgarians. Leo mutter'd his 
Army at Diabajis , being a capacious Plain, and fit 
for fuch a Purpofe. He found the Troops in as good 
a Condition as he could defire, very well difei- 
p'.in’d, and eager to be led againft the Enemy, to 
which they had been encourag’d by a late Donative 
from the Emprefs. Here the great Chaplain of the 
Palace, having firft made ’em all kneel down, and 
fwear to fight it out to the lalt, in a folemn manner 
gave them his Benedi&ion. The General Officers 
were Men moil of ’em eminent for their former Ser¬ 
vices, and great Experience in the War, fo that Leo , 
with great Reafon, promis’d himfelf Succels in his 
Expedition. Both Armies engag’d on the fixth of 
Auguff, and the Battel was fought with great Refo- 
lutton on both Sides, ’till at length the Valour of the 
Romans prevail’d, and the Bulgarians after a great 
Lofs, were put to Flight. It happen’d that Leo , 
grown faint and thirfty through the great Fatigues 
cf Battel, in which he had equall’d the Labour of 
the moll ordinary Soldier, alighted at a Fountain to 
refrefh himfelf during the Purfuit, and whilft he 
ttoop’d down to drink, the Horfe, cas’d of his Ri¬ 
der, broke loofc and ran in among the Ranks of the 
Array, where being known by the Soldiers they all 
concluded their General was {lain, whereupon 
moll of ’em, in a diforderly manner, turn’d their 
Puifuit into a Flight. The Diforder this unhappy 
Mittake had created in the Raman Army was quickly 
perceiv’d by Simeon , who, having retreated in an 
orderly manner, immediately rally’d his Forces, and 
turn’d the Fortune of the Day. 


To 
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To this Miftake fome attribute the Mifcarriage of 
the Imperial Army, tho’ others affign a more weigh¬ 
ty Reafon for it. They fay that whilft Leo was buft- 
ly employ’d in purfuit of the Enemy, he receiv’d In¬ 
telligence that Romanies Lacapentts , a Man of great Au¬ 
thority in the Empire, and Admiral of the Fleer, 
which had Orders to hover about the Sea-Coafts, 
and alii ft Leo if need requir’d, was return’d back to 
Confiantinople with a Defign to ufurp the Imperial 
Power, whilft moil of the Great Men were abfent 
from the City} at which Leo, who had the fame De¬ 
fign in View, was fo nearly concern’d, that he re¬ 
turn’d on a fudden into the Camp, the better to be 
inform’d of the Truth} and by that means the Sol¬ 
diers, who imagin’d it to be done out of Fear, were 
fo difcourag’d that they turn’d their Backs, and 
gave a new Turn to the Fortune of the Day. This 
feems to be the moft probable Account, if we con- 
fider the A&ions both of the one and the other Ihort- 

ly after. 

Leo was defcended from fome of the former Empe¬ 
rors} he was a Man of great perfonal Merit, and ma¬ 
ny confiderable Employments, befides his lntercft at 
Court was very ftrong by the means of Conftantine the 
Chamberlain, his Wife’s Brother. Depending there¬ 
fore too much upon his own Strength, and the 
Emperor’s Minority, he grew fo confident of rai¬ 
ling himfelf one Day to his projected Greatnefs, that 
he openly declar’d his Title to the Imperial Digni¬ 
ty. Romanies on the other Hand, had ingratiated 
himfelf by a long feries of Services render’d to the 
Emperor and his Father, tho’ it appear’d afterwards 
that all his Defigns in private were to the Advance¬ 
ment of himfelf and Family. Theodore , the Empe¬ 
ror’s School-Mafter, had diligently examin’d into 
Leo's Actions, and, upon good Grounds, forefaw the 
Danger his Pupil was in, and perfuaded him to 
ftrengthen himfelf againft him by the Affiftance of 
Romania, whom he advis’d him to chufefor his Pro- 
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te&or. Romanusxt firft, with great Obftinacy, refus’d 
to accept the Charge, ’till he was invited to it by the 
Emperor’s own Letters, and Leo's ambitious Pra&iccs, 
whom he would not fuffer to haften with morefpeed 

to the Sovereignty than himfelf, fo that at laft he 

privately undertook to fruftrate the Attempts of Let 
and his Adherents. 



Thcfe Negotiations were not manag’d with fo 
much Secrecy, but Conjlantine the Chamberlain had 
Intimation of it. Notwithftanding which he pre- 
fum’d fo much upon his Power, that he ventur’d to 
go lhortly after to the Fleet with the Treafure affign’d 
for the Payment of the Seamen, where Romanies, by 
aplaufible Carriage having gotten him into the Snare, 
immediately feiz’d and confin’d him. This Accident 
made fo great a Noife in the City, that nothing lefj 
than a Revolt was expe&ed ■, and when Zoe fent to 
know the meaning of chefe Proceedings, and to re¬ 
quire the Chamberlain to be let at Liberty, fhe re¬ 
ceiv’d no other Anfwer than that alf was owing to 
Leu's ill Management in the Army, and Conjlantine the 
Chamberlain’s Behaviour at Court. 



Z,oe, tit Shortly after this the Emperor recall’d the Patri- 
zrr.p’ir's arch, and foroe others, whom his Mother at the be- 
its:**, '’'ginning 0 f her Adminiftration had remov’d; and,tho’ 

tr.-t Giirr.. vcr y importunately defir d the contrary, removd 
vur.i. her from the Management, and fo more openly ex¬ 
pos’d himfeif to the Defigns of thofe who were pre¬ 
paring to opprefs him. Leo was turn’d out of all his 
Employments, together with all fuch as were related 
to him. Whereat being juftly alarm’d, and dreading 


what might follow, he went privately to Romanus, 
and in a moft moving manner lamented the Straits to 


which he was reduc’d. Romanes , beingfcnfible how 
cnniiderable a Man Leo was, ns well in regard of his 
perioral Inrerelt as powerful Alliances, chofe rather 
to (often and encourage him with fair Promifes for 
the prefenr, than offend and exafperate him before 
h:s own Delists were ripe for Execution. Upon 

which 
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vbich Confederation he receiv’d him with a great 

<jeal of outward Rcfpe&, and a League of Friendihip 
was contra&ed between ’em, which was to be 
ftrengthen’d by an intended intcr-Marriage of their 
Children. 


Romanus having thus, in a great meafure, as he 
thought, difarm’d Leo , and purg’d the Court of fuch 
as were averfe to his Proceedings, he went thither 
himfelf to anfwcr, as he pretended, the Crimes that 
had been urg’d againft him, and to prove that he 
had done nothing but what confided with the Safety 
of the State, and the Security of the Emperor, which 
had been fo apparently threaten’d by Leo's Fa&ionj 
when that was done he folemnly oblig’d himfelf, un¬ 
der the mod dreadful Imprecations, never to attempt 
any thing againft the Emperor’s Perfon or Dignity, 
but hazard his Life for the Prefervation of both. 

Romanus behav’d himfelf in all thefe Tranfa&ions 
with fo much outward Integrity, that the young 
Prince was eafil^ perfuaded to marry his Daughter 
Helena, and confer on him the Title of Father to the^”^~ 
Emperorj after which he made .his Son Chrifiopher r i es u.o- 
Commander in chief of the Afiociates, which at thatmanus fa 
time was efteem’d one of the higheft Dignities in 
Empire. 

Thefe extraordinary Favours to Romanus provok’d 
Leo, who had fora long time been a Male-content, to 
break out into an open Rebellion, which it was the 
Favourite’s Intereft as well as Duty to crufh in its 
Birth. Leo , being aflifted by the Chamberlain, and 
fome others of great Intereft in the State, gave out 
in his publick Declarations, that what he did was in 
behalf of the Emperor, whom he endeavour’d to free 
from the Power and Authority of Romanus', which 
plaufible Pretence feduc’d many to declare for him, 
and had not Romanus taken Care to have the Emperor’s 
Letters, wherein he acknowledg’d Romanus his Father, 


and declar’d Leo a Traitor, a 
bis Family, produc’d in the 


Camp, he had, in all 

probability, 
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probability, created great Troubles in the Empire. 
But when the Chief Officers, and others, that were 
with Leo, found the Letters fign’d by the Emperor 
himfelf, and feal*d with his own Seal, they withdrew 

from Leo , and return’d to their Duty. They were 
fljortly after follow’d by the reft of the Army, fo that 
Leo was forc’d to fly and fecure himfelf in a Caftle 
call’d Atcas, where he was ihortly after taken Pri- 

foner, and had his Eyes pluck’d our, whereby he 

Was render’d incapable of any further Innovations. 

Romanus had hardly remov’d thcDangers that were 
threaten’d him by an open Rebellion, before he had 
like to have been taken off by a private Confpiracy, 

fome who under-hand had favour’d 


carry’d 


on 


by 


K - 

^ ~ A 


Leo’s Attempts; but having declin’d declaring pub- 
lickly for him, they efcap’d the Funifhment, tho’they 

Among thefe 

who 


ftill prelerv’d the Spirit of the Party. 


were 

had 


Mubael, the Mafter of the Ordnance, 
perfuaded feveral young Men 


to attempt to 


«.■!.kill him as he went out to Hunt.*Tho’ the Con 

fpirators thought the thing was manag’d with allima- 
ginable Privacy, yet was it happily dilcovcr’d to Ro- 
nanus, who, having pluck’d out all their Eyes, led 
’em in an ignominious manner about, having order’d 
Leo to be expos’d with them as a Companion, as weli 
in their Crime as Punifhment. Romams his Jealoufies 
were fo alarm’d by thefe Attempts, that he proceeded 
in a fevere manner againft all ihofe on whom he 
could fix the leaft Sufpicion. Among the reft Zoe 
‘‘'-‘‘the Emprcfs wasfhaven, and thruft into a Monaftery, 

and even Theodore , the Emperor’sSchool-Maftcr, who 
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■ f _had(o eminently contributed to 
was fent into Exile. 


his Advancement, 
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Thefe Proceedings having, in a fhort time, re¬ 
mov’d all his Competitors out of the way, he was 

declar’d Cafar, and afterwards crown’d Emperor ina 

moft folcmn manner bv the Hands of the Patriarch. 

* 

Cor.ftaniine all the while iilently permitting, rather 
than openlv allowing of what was done, whilft R°~ 

in anus 
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mantis, in Breach of his Former Oath, at Once in¬ 
vaded the Dignity, and infulted the Perion of the 
Emperorj for not long after having caus’d his Wife 
Theodora, and Son Chrtftopher to be crown’d, he com¬ 
manded that he himfelf fhould be efteem’d and nam’d 
Emperor in the Frit place, and that Conftantine (hould 
be contented with the fecond. This he pretended 

was the only way to prevent Confpiracies, with 
y-hich he was continually alarm’d. For notwithftand- 

ing all his Care and Caution to the contrary, there 
were Hill remaining feveral generous refolute Spirits, 
who, difdaining the Dominion of an Upftart Fa¬ 
vourite, attempted to releafe the helplefs young Em¬ 
peror put of his arrogant Controul, and reltore the 
Imperial Authority to its proper Channel. Several 
Proje£ts were fet on Foot to that purpofe, and the 
Ufurper was frequently in Danger of his Life. How¬ 
ever his good Fortune prevail’d, and they were all 
feafonably dilcover’d before any could be brought to 
Execution. 

In the midft of thefe Plots and Contrivances a- 
E;ain(t him, he fought to (Lengthen and fupport him- 
felf by fome powerful Alliances, and marry’d his 
Daughter Agatha to Leo , the Son of Argyrus, a Man 
nobly defeended, and of a Soul and Body excellently 
well qualify’d} at the fame time he preferr’d others 
of that Family to the moft confiderable Employments 
of the Empire. 

Romanus had hardly fecur’d himfelf from the At¬ 
tempts of his Enemies at home, before he was 
threaten’d with more imminent Dangers from a- 
froad: For the Bulgarians, taking an Advantage from jbe Bulga. 

the Diftraftions of the State, made an Irruption in-rians in- 
to the Empire, and meeting with no Refinance in* lu, ‘. the 
their Courfe, they threaten’d Conflantinople it felf, as 
formerly they had frequently done. Againft thefe 
Romanus fent his Son-in*Law Leo, and his Brother 
rcthus Argyrus , together with one John , who, run- 
rg away in a great Fright at the firft Onfer, gave 

occafion 
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occafioo to a Defeat, which was attended lay j 
miferable Slaughter of the Romans After this the 
War was carry’d on for feverul Years with variouj 
Saccefs, tho’ the Bulgarians, for the moft patt, pre. 
vail’d, burning and deftroying all before ’em \\ 
length Simeon , encourag’d by his Couife of good 
Fortune in the Wars, march’d at the Head of aj 
powerful an Army as he was able to raile, with an 
intent to Befiege Conftantinople it feIf. In his Paflage 
he wafted all Thrace and Macedonia , putting iuffici- 
ent Garrifons into fuch Places as were defenfibie, 
and levelling the reft with the Ground. Having 
encamp’d his Army at Blacbern<e, by a Meflenger he 

demanded the Patriarch and fome others might be 
fent out of the City to treat of a Peace, with which 
Romanus readily comply’d, and Hoitages were ex¬ 
chang’d on both fides accordingly. After fome time 
fpent in the Conference Simeon requir’d an Interview 
between himfelf and Romanus, whom , he faid, ht 
eterm'd a prudent and upright Man, to which Romania 
willingly condefccnded. When all things were pre¬ 
par’d on both Tides for the meeting, Romanus went 
firft, attended by the Principal of the Nobility, to the 
Place of Conference, whither Simeon follow’d fhortly 
Rnmims *fter; to whom Romanis addrefs’d himfelf in thcl'e 


tm spa ch Terms: You are reputed a Chriftian , and a Servant to tk 
‘f 'f'\ f ame vchom we adore, but your Actions in no meafurt 
J ° agree with that Character. If you are in reality, what you 

outwardly profefs, a fincere Chriftian , put a flop at length 


lothefe cruel Devaflations. Behold us the ProfeJJorsoftht 
fame Faith with your felf j let not therefore the Thirft of 
Ambition any longer divide thofte whom our Holy Faith hit 
united. 1 on are a Man fubjecl to the fame Infirmities of 
Nature with us \ as fuch you muft live in a daily Ex¬ 
pectation of Heath, and a firm Affurance of a RefurrefiHot) 
when you will be call'd to give a juft Account of all your 
Actions, as a Man , a Prince, and a Chriftian. Let theft 
Thoughts teach you to act with Moderation, and to jheith 
your Sword, already polluted with the effufion of too mud 

Chrijlm 
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Cbriftian Blood. If what has been done proceeds from <* 

Covetous Mind, and Defire of Riches , the Treafures 
,f the Empire fhall be open'd to bribe you to your Duty, 
let us no lonper , by our unnatural Wars, give the Infidels 
w Occafion to triumph over us, but rather ftudy to cultivate 
, Peace between both Nations, as the God of Peace has en+ 

<m'd us ■ 

It is more than probable that Simeon met Romartus 
with Thoughts quite different from the pretended 
Intent of that Interview, bccaufe, during the Pre-* 
parations for it, he fent a Body of Soldiers to burn 
the Church of our Lady at the Fountain , which had 
been built by the Emperor Juftinian , by which he 

made it appear, that he was no ways inclin’d to Peace, A Team 
Notwithftanding which he was fo nearly touch’d with concluded 
Romamts his Speech, that he apply’d himfelf in goodg"*“* 
earned: to it, and having fign’d the Treaty he return’d ,h t 
home richly laden with Prefents from the Emperor. Roman*. 

Whilft the Bulgarians were thus bufy’d in aiTaultiog 
the Empire by Land, the Saracens, with a ftrong Fleet, 
invaded the Sea-Coafts and Iflands. At firlt they 
met with no Oppofition from the Romans, which 
made ’em a<5t with more Confidence and Security. 

But John , the Admiral, fell fuddenly upon ’em whilft 
they lay at Lemnos, and attack’d ’em with fo much 
Execution that very few cfcap’d. This Succefs a- 
gainft the Saracens, and the Peace lately concluded A. I>- 
with the Bulgarians , which was folely attributed to 
Romanus his prudent Management, ferv’d very much 
to augment his Power and Reputation with the Peo¬ 
ple, fo that with the general Acclamations of all he 
caus’d his Sons, Stephen and Conftantine , to be crown’d 
Emperors: The Emperor Conftantine fitting all this 
while as an idle Spettator, enjoying only the Shadow 
of that Power which his Rival poflefs’d in reality. 

About the fame time 'Thrace, which had fuffer’d 
much in the late Bulgarian Wars, was vifited by 

Great 

moft horrible Earthquakes, which overturn’d fc -z*rtkand*t 
veral Churches, and fwallow’d up great Numbers of"» Thrace. 

Men and Boufes. Tho’ 
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Simeon 


a Peace with the Emperor, yet, being a reftleft tur- 


bulenc 


Quarrel 


Neighbours, and loft his Life in the Difpute, which 
introduc’d new Troubles in Bulgaria. For the neigh, 
bouring Nations, who had been provok’d by his un¬ 
juft Invafions, prepar’d to fall upon the Bulgarians ,at 
the fame time that they labour’d under a grievous Fa¬ 
mine at home. Peter, who fucceeded his Father jj 
the Kingdom, was directed by the Councils o f Geory 
Sufurbulus , his Mother’s Brother, who, fearing the 
Romans would be encourag’d by their prefent Calami¬ 
ties to fall tuddenly upon ’em, advis’d the young 
Prince to Invade them firft, which perhaps might 
.make way for an advantageous Treaty. Accordingly 
Peter made an Inroad into Macedonia , where, when 
he was inform’d that Romanus the Emperor waj 
marching at the Head of a great Army againft him, 
his Uncle advis’d him to offer feme Propofals fori 
Peace, which was to be ftrengthen’d by a ftri&er Al¬ 
liance, if the Emperor thought fit to give him his 
Daughter in Marriage. The Overture was very ac¬ 
ceptable to Roneanus , fo that after feveral Internego¬ 
tiations, during which George , the King’s L T ncle, and 
feveral others themoft Eminent amongthe Bulgarians , 


CokJI, 


Romanics went in Perfon to receive the young King at 
the Cattle of Blacbern.<£ where the Nuptials were 


celebrated with much Solemnity. Here, by Rom 
ms his Artifices, the Bulgarians feem’d highly tore- 
fent that Ccndantine, the true and lawful Emperor, 
fhoiild be fufter'd to take Place of Cbrijlopher , who 
was the Son of fo active and vigilant a Prince. 
Wh ereupon Romanis, with a feeming relu&ancy,waJ 

' d upon to let hisSon Cbrijlopher havetheupptf 
endeavouring thus by degrees to raife all his 


Hand 


Family 

Mafter. 


b 


ove 


him, who was once his Lord and 


In 
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In the mean time, whilft Romanus was thus em- 
,] 0 y’d with his Sons at home, JohnCurcuas , hisGehe- 

al in i Syria, atted with fo much Succefs againft the 

Saracens in thofe Parts, that having laid Siege 1 to the 
]ity of Melitena , and taken it, he fubjetted the whole 
Country to rhe Emperor, who reduc’d itto the Form 
>f a Province, and by that means improv’d thepub- 
ick Revenues to a great degree. The Joy conceiv’d 
it Conftantinople from the Recovery of fo confiderable 
i Branch to the Empire, was interrupted by a 
5 lague which rag’d with the utmoft Violence in that 
jopulous City. That Calamity was fucceeded by 
mother no lefs terrible, for a Fire broke out near the 

hrnioi the blefled Virgin, which deftroy’d a great 

Number of their faireft Buildings. And on the fourth 
Day of Auguft , that fame Year, Chrijlopher , Romanus 
iis eldeil Son, dy’d, to the great Affliftion bf his 
Father, who fufpetted him to be taken off by 
Treachery. 

WhiHt Romanus was lamenting the lofs of his Son, 

Bafilius , a Macedonian , pretending himfelf to be Con- 
kntinus Ducas , who was (lain in rhe beginning of this 
Emperor’s Reign, gave a beginning to frefh Diftur- 
bances in the Empire. Romanus had met with many r>»- 
Difficulties to contend with during his Ufurpation/?' <ri<B * w * 
of the Imperial Power, tho’ hardly any that gave 
him more Trouble than this. Bafilius was a bold cun¬ 
ning Man, ready to improve whatever Advantages 
Fortune and his own Induftry prefented him with. 

He had taken Care not to declare himfelf ’till the 

Diftempers of the State had given him a fair Oppor¬ 
tunity for it. He knew Romanus was fear’d rather 
than belov’d, even by thofe who pretended to be the 
mod faithful to him, and that he was fo paffionately 
hated by many others, that they would lay hold on 
all Occafions to undo him. It is hard to be believ’d 
how readily the People receiv’d whatever Bafilius at 
his firft Appearance affirm’d, fo that Romanus , who 

knew how much it confilted with his Intereft tofup- 
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prefs him) try’d all ways to get him into his Power, 
which at length he effe&ed by a Captain in the Ar. 
my, who, having feiz’d him by a Stratagem, carry’d 
him to Conflantinople, where Romanus commanded 

one of his Hands to be cut off, and then, thinking 
him uncapable of giving him any further Diftur- 
bance, turn’d himloofe for frefh Adventures. Bafiliu 
having got a Brafs Hand to fupply the room of that 
he had loft, return’d to his former Artifices, and in 
a fhort time got fuch a Multitude of credulous Peo¬ 
ple together, that he feiz’d on a ftrong Caftle, from 
whence he iflu’d out in Parties, and wafted all the 
Country round about. The Obftinacy of Bafilks 
very much alarm’d Romanus , who thought he never 
could have perfifted with fo much Conftancy in his 
Defigns, had he not been privately fupported by fome 
of the great Men at Court j for which reafon, after 
he had with much Trouble got him once more into 

his Power, he endeavour’d, by Torture, to difcover 
who of the Nobility had been acceflary to his Crime 5 
but when he found he could draw no Confeflion 
from him, he order’d him to be burnt alive. After 
this the Affairs of the Empire feem’d to put on anew 
Tn Rofli Face, for the RuJJi, Inhabitants of Podolia in Poland, 
dtftaitd by with no left than ten or fifteen thoufand VelTcls, 

having infefted the Coafts of the Empire, receiv’d fo 
abfolute a Defeat through the Vigilance of Tbeopham 
the Admiral, that very few efcap’d home with the 
Newsoftheir Misfortunes. About the fame time the 


whole Strength of the Saracen xArmy was broken by 
Tbeopbiius, the Governor of Mefopotamia , who in fe- 
veral fuccefsful Engagements deltroy’d great Multi* 
tudcs of’em. During thefe Publick Felicities Roma * 
r.us confirm’d an honourable Alliance with Hugh , the 
King of Italy, W'hofe Daughter was marry’d \.o Roma¬ 
nus hisGrandfon, the Son of Conflantine the Sixth > in 
puriuance of this Alliance the Emperor aflifted the 
Italians with a ftrong Fleet, with which they deftroy’d 
the Navy of the Saracens. 

Thefe 



/ 
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Thefe publick Felicities were follow’d fhortly after 

by fuch a Revolution as prov’d fatal to Remanuj and 
his Family. Being, as he thought, arriv’d to the 
height of all human Greatnefs, and having nothing 
to apprehend either at home or abroad, he endea¬ 
vour’d to ingratiate himfelf with the People, and in 
fome tneafure expiate his Ufurpation by feveral A&s 
of Charity and Devotion, which however could ,uot 
divert the Divine Vengeance that was ready to over¬ 
take him. For the Money he difpos’d of, as Zomras 
obferves, was none of his own, but belong’d to the 

Sovereign Power which he had ufljuftly ufurp’d,and 
defrauded another of his Right, enjoying all the 
Imperial Wealth by Virtue of his Ufurpation* what 
Merit then had he if he conferr’d a fmall part of it 
on the needy? Like him who having kill’d his Neigh¬ 
bour’s Ox, prefumes he has made a fufficient Repa¬ 
ration, if reserving the reft to his own ufe, he gives 
the Feet to the Poor. 

V 0 

All this while Conftantine , the legal Emperor* 
liv’d without Authority or Relpedfc, and had been lit¬ 
tle better than an Imperial Priloner for alraoft twenty 
fix Years together, and as fome will have ir, was re¬ 
duc’d to fo low a Necefficy as to be forc’d to work 
for his own Maintenance. ’Tis highly probable the 
great Contempt Romanus had of his Perfon and Ca¬ 
pacity, made him attempt nothing againft his Life 
during his Ufurpation, but the Evept ihow’d that 
the greateft Danger often arifes from thofe, at whole 
Hands it is leaft expedited. Tho’ Conftantine had 
endeavour’d to conceal his Indignation, and had oy 
that means betray’d the Ufurper into a Fatal Securi¬ 
ty, yet he fecretly attended the firft Opportunity 
of recovering his former Dignity. Remanusj in all 
outward Appearance, was the Favourite of Fortune* 
and yet was he very unhappy in his own Fami¬ 
ly. He had loft his eldeft Son Chriftopber , as h& been 
before obferv’d, and had been feveral times highly 
provok’d by the undutiful Carriage of Stephen the 
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ycwihgeft. Conftantine had privately gain’d over to 
his fntereft forhe Perfons that were in great Efteem 
•V^ith Rdmurius and his Sons* amonjg thtfe were Bafi- 
Bus VoTucer s a Man of a ready Wit, and long Expe¬ 
rience in Adairs of State-, and Marianus a Monk, 
the Son of Leo Argyrtts. Thefe Pcribrts, prefiltning 
upbh the Credit of theft Friendihip* feprefented to 


Stephen, Mow unworthy it was for 


up* i 

a Mi 


'an of his Age, 


A. D. 
P44- 


Intereft and Capacity , to fttffer the weight of Empire to 
hang on the decrepi'i Shoulders of his aged Father , ad 
not to take the Reins into his own Hands. *they remin¬ 
ded him how unkind his Father had been tv him , ad 
what mighty Things he was in all probability likely to 
do m behalf of his eldefl Brother Conftantine, and to 
his Prejudice. They ftrengthen’d all with the Pro- 
mife of a ready AJJiftance from his Brother-in-Lm 
Conftantine the Emperor , who would gladly fhare tht 
Empire with him , but was offended to fee it divided among 
fo many 

Stephen was a Man fiery and ambitiofts, but of a 
very weik Uhderftanding, fo that he greedily fwal- 
low’d the Bait they had laid for him, and joining 
in Council with them, refolv’d to remove his Father, 
which they knew was the firft Step towards the Re- 
eftablifhment of Conftantine. Accordingly he order’d 
i'fs-sm son. hft Father, by their Affiftance, to be fbiz’d on the 

fifteenth of December , and carry’d into 
Prota , where he was {haven, and thruft intba Mona- 
ftery. This was the deferved End of Rotnanus his 
Ufurpation, who ow’d his Advancement to his 

own Difloyalty, and his Deftru&ion to his Son’s Dif- 
obedience. 

Conftantine , the Brother of Stephen , having in no 
mcafure been confenting to his Father’s Dethrone¬ 
ment, entertain’d an implacable Malice to Stephen , 
who exprefs’d as final! a Regard for him. Of this 
Mifunderftanding between the two Brothers, Con- 
famine the Emperor, and his Friends, endeavour’d to 
make their Advantage. Being thus divided as they 

were 


on 
the lfiand 
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were into Factions, they were the more eafily tp be 
opprcls’d, efpecially at a Time when the Diijgracc of 
the Father had fubjeCfced the whole Family to tne Con¬ 
tempt and Indignation of the People, who are natural¬ 
ly fond of a Change. Confiantint , pretending to defire a 
Reconciliation between the two Brothers, invited ’em 
to an Entertainment, whither they readily came with¬ 
out any Sufpicion of what had been contriv’d againft 
them. But inthemidft of their Jollity they were both 
feiz’d by the Emperor’s Order, and being banilh’d, 
they were by Virtue of the fame Authority lhaven 
and made Clerks. Stephen out-liv’d his Misfortunes 


many Years, anddy’d at Lesbos-, but his Brother grew 
fo impatient under his Afflictions, that having kill’d 
one of his Keepers in Samatbracia, who prevented him, 
as he was attempting hisEfcape, the reft fell in great 
Rage upon him, and flew him. 

Thus, by the Deftru&ion of Romanies and his Fa-Conftan- 
mily, Confiantine once more recover’d his former Dig 
nity, and became foie Emperor. His firft Care was x.oZmtr° 

a a ^ ■ ■ I « • 1 • f • /% J 


reward thofc who had been inftrumcntal in his Refto- Dignity. 
ration, and prevent any future Defigns that might be 
form’d againft him. Accordingly he promoted Bajilius 
Volucer to the Command of the Aflbciates, Mariams 


drgyrus he made Mailer of the Horfe, and advanc’d 
the reft of his Friends to fuch Preferments as he 


thought their late Services had fufficiently deferv’d. 
Shortly after, on£<z/?£r-Day, he crown’d his Son Ro- 
vutms , and at the fame Time having gelded Romanusy 
the Son of Stephen , he oblig’d him and the reft of hi* 
Relations to enter into Orders. His Son Romanusy 
whom he had by Helenay the Ufurper’s Daughter, bad 
formerly been marry’d to Berthay the Daughter of 
Hugh, King of France , who being dead, the Emperor 
thought it highly neceffary to marry him again, and 
after l'ome Deliberation, bellow’d on him fheophamay 
a Woman of molt admirable Beauty, but defeended 
of very fordid Parentage, therein chufing to comply 
with his amorous Dcfires, rather than confult the 
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Reputation of his Family, or the Intereft of the State. 

We meet with little more, daring the reft of this 
Emperor’s Reign, worthy our Observation. He is 
iuftly condemn’d by moft Authors for his great Re- 
miffhefs in the Adminiftration of Affairs, for addi&ing 
himfelf too much to Wine, and other fenfual Enter¬ 
tainments ; he committed the Management of all to his 
Wife Helena, and Bajilius his Favourite, who made a 
Market of the moft confiderable Employments in the 
Empire, and conferr’d the Places of greatefl Truftand 
Profit onthofewho were able to give the moft for’em. 
Notwithftandingthis his great Negligence,he is on the 
other Hand worthily to be commended for his Encou¬ 
ragement fhown to Learned Men, and his reftoring of 
Learning to Greece, where it had lain languifhing fora 
4 Cent- long time before. His want of Care in the Admini- 
racy de- ftration encourag’d Iheophanes the Chamberlain, and 
ncud. f evera i others of great Quality, to endeavour the Re- 

ftoration of Romanus , or his Son Stephen , and to re- 
cfhbiifh one or both of them in the Government; the 

Thing was fo well concerted, and carry’d on with fo 

much Secrecy, that Romanus , old as he was, enter¬ 
tain’d great Hopes of recovering his former Dignity} 
but a Contention arifmg between fome of the Confpi- 
rarors, the Plot was difcover’d, whereupon ’fheophanes 
and his Accomplices were banifh’d. Romanus dy’d not 
long after, but his Son Stephen furviv’d to adminifter 
freih Diftrufts to this Emperor and his Succeffors. 

Nor were thefe Attempts at home the only Diffi- 
v - „ cukics Confiantir.e had to contend withal, for the St" 

:hs race?:s , not forgetting their ancient Animofincs, made 

Siraccns. frequent Inroads into the Empire; fo that during all 

the Delights and Entertainments of the Court the 
War was continu’d on both fides, and was committed 
to the Management of Bardas Phocas , and his two 
Sons, Nicephorits and Leo. Bardas did nothing himfelf 
that was anfwcrable to the high Chara&er he bore, 
entrufting all to the Care of his Lieutenants, efpeci- 1 

a-’!y his Son?, who fignaliz’d themfelves by their mr 
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ny extraordinary Services $ nor were they more re¬ 
markable for their Valour and Condu£fc, by which 
they were render’d terrible to their Enemies, than 
their Care and Affe&ion to thofe who ferv’d under 
’em, which made ’em the Delight of the Soldiers. 

Leo had, in a pitch’d Battel, overthrown the Saracens , 
and taken Apolufemus , nearly related to the Prince of 
that Nation, and a Man of great Authority among 
them. The Prifoner was fent to Confiantinople by Or¬ 
der from the Emperor, who led him about in Tri¬ 
umph, and in an infulting manner trod upon his Neck. 

This indignity highly provok’d the Caliph, who ha¬ 
ving taken Conftantine , Bar das his younger Son, en¬ 
deavour’d by all means to make him abjure his Religi¬ 
on, and when he found nothing would force him to 
turn Apoftate, he treated him after a molt barbarous 
manner, and at length poifon’d him} at which Pho- 
cas was fo enrag’d that he murder’d ail the Relations 

of the Caliph, who had the Misfortune to fall into 
his Hands, whereupon the Saracens invaded the Em¬ 
pire with a greater Force than they had done any 
Time before. The Caliph carry’d with him Nicetas , a 
Patrician, and feveral other Perfons of Quality thac 
were his Prifoners, with an intent to kill ’em in fight 
of the Roman Army. Nicetas was a Man of an infinu- 
ating Temper, by which means he wonderfully 
wrought himfelf into the good Opinion of the Ca¬ 
liph, who, through a ftrange Credulity, made him 
acquainted with all his Dcfigns, which he immediate¬ 
ly communicated to Phocas , who lay in Ambufh for 
him in a narrow Pafs, and cut off the greateft part of 
his Army > the Caliph himfelf efcap’d with a very 
ftnall Retinue, but before his Flight kill’d all the Pri¬ 
foners he had in his Cuftody, except Nicetas , who ha¬ 
ving corrupted his Keepers, got away at the begin¬ 
ning of the Engagement. 

Thefe frequent Inroads, and the continual LofTes 
his Subje&s fuftain’d, efpecially from thofe who had 
once more fettled in Crete , from whence they had for- 
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merly been driven by Baftliv, very much affii&ed the 
Emperor, who therefore mann’d out a very confidera- 
ble Fleet, on Board of which a ftrong Army embark’d 

with Orders to try all means poflible to expel ’em. 

Had their Defign been as manfully executed, as it 
was prudently laid, the Expedition had ended much 
to the Reputation and Safety of the Empire. But the 
Emperor made choice of Confiantine Gongylas , one of 
the Bedchamber, for his General * who having had 
the greateft part of his Education in the Court, was 
an utter Stranger to the Arts of War, and entirely 
incapable of fo confiderable an Employment. Ha¬ 
ving landed his Army without any Oppofition from 
the Saracens, who were altogether unprovided for fo 
fudden a Defcenr, he neither took care to fortifie 
himfelf by any Works, nor fent out his Spies to gain 
Intelligence of the Enemy 1 ' Motions, whoobferving 
as well the Negligence as Ignorance of the General, 
fell fuddenly on the Romans , and totally defeated ’em. 
After a very great Slaughter, they took their Camp 
with all their Ammunition and Baggage, and had not 
fome of the General’s Guards defended him with ah 
invincible Courage, he had undoubtedly fallen into 
their Hands. Thtfe Misfortunes, and the great Ad¬ 
vantages the Saracens obtain’d on every fide, were 
imputed by Rommus , the Emperor’s Son, to the Age 
and Infufficiency of his Father* for which realon h* 
fcr.fwn- Wife 'Tbeopbama, who eagerly defir’d to be Abfolute, 

eafily perfuaded him to confpire againft him, and 
* ser b-, rtt prevail’d with Nicetas , an Officer, who attended at 
Pta- the Table, to attempt his Life by Poifon, which he 
~ - fI - adrainiftred to him inflead of a purging Potion the 
A. D. Phyficians had preferib’d him. The Emperor, as he 
j<j 0. was about to drink it, either cafuolly, or by defign, 

(tumbled, and fpik the greateft part of it, fo that it 
had not the defir’d Effect, tho’ he never after had the 

full enjoyment of his Health. 

The September following, being uneafie in his 
Mind, and diftemper’d in his Body, he took an un- 

feafonable 
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feafonatye Journey 


?7 


to the Mountain to 

entreat, as, if §iv cn °H!» t&e Prayep* 0 / {be 

Monks, for §qcc$fs jq Expedition jre was then me¬ 
ditating ijgainft the ifarficeps in Syriq, tho’ his' true 
pefign WU tp confult with fhcodorus , fyfhiop qf fiy- 
zifus, refidipg. fhere, how tq expel Patri¬ 

arch of ConjtqptjnopU > who, having too openly re- 
feu ted the Ifyuries done to JR.omams and his Family, 
had incqrr’d ffie Emperpr’s j}ifpjfstft|re. fy ($4 he Ht 4m. 


was there he fel) violently Celt, either 

Habit of Hi? pqdy» 9 f % that hi? §on 


f.W tl 

m p?r 

fo that 


the ill 


ed further in his pMfeq ppon hiip t ft 
ceiving the j|} Condition he w&? in, he q 
felf to bc Cjirty’d back iq a Litter to Cqpjfqritjffl p/c. 


where he dy’d on the ninth qf ^lo,yetpbfK. jjefpff he 


1 PfRcefd- 
W per- 
qpfe’fj htfp- 


conld execute lW hat he fed defin’dagaiqj p/$wffus, 

his inveterate Hatred tp whofP he farry’cj vfeb hijp 
tq his Grave. Ctuopalqtes tplfc if?, tjaat fofW time be¬ 
fore hi? Deafh fevppil Stones fell with pp urnfftial 


yi.olen.ee fj-om pbpv^ inf© hi? A 


r H*t 



they were thrown do^n fe>tp tfe yppef Room?, 
by Me who had a Pefigp upop bis Life 

a Wftefr every H'ghH the Tbmg yyft? P f # n re¬ 
peated to tjic great Amazement of $11 that \y.erf *r 
bout him, to try jf they,c,quid djfcpvef th f Qfendcr ?i 

ith this 

4 • ' 


Author, for fhey were 

ed a- 


hut to no pyrpofe, fy 
fent down by a Divine Po^ef, jind ppt 

ganft him by any Hw Coptriv^nqe. 

We obferv’d before how much tips Prince w^s ad - ni< ch¬ 
iefs i 


dieted to Wine, and how carelefs in what related iprtcltr 
the Government of the St^te. jt^e is likeayjjfe con¬ 
demn’d for bis great Severity ,e,vcp towards the fm.all- 
eft Offenders, and the pphappy Choice of his Mji- 
giftrates, which redounded much to his Dishonour, 
and the Detriment of the Publick. On the other 

■ • . * r * » 


Hand, being bimfelf well skill’d in Arithmetic!;, A* 


ftronomy 



eometry, and all the Parts of Pbilofo- 


phy, as well Natural as Moral, he was a great Bene¬ 
factor to learned Men, whom he lent for from all 
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Parts, 
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Parts, and gave ’em unufual Encouragements. He 
was conftant and fincere in his Devotions, fddom 
going to the Temple without adorning the Altar 
with Prefents worthy an Emperor, and a true Lover 

bis Adxte 0 ^ J c f" us Chrift. He advis’d his Son, before he dy’d, 

ukii sm. never to marry with any of the barbarous Nations; 

which he founded upon a Precept left by Conflantine the 
Great, and the Canons of the Church. In this Empe¬ 
ror’s Reign Luitprandus the Hiftorian flourifh’d, who fo 
defervedly taxes the Bifhops of thofe Times with Pride 
and Ambition. Conflantine dy’d in the fifty fifth Year 
of his Age, and fiftieth Year of his Reign, the fifth of 
John the Pope of Rome , and twenty firth of Otbo the 
Great Emperor of Germany , who is defervedly re- 
nown’d for his great A&ions. 

X°ma- Conflantine being dead, Romanics fucceeded him 

" u *• without any Oppofition in the Empire. He was fur* 

nam’d the Boy , to diftinguifh him from the other Ro- 
mams his Grandfather. They who had the Care of 
this Prince’s Education in his Youth, indulg’d him 
in all the Licentioufnefs of a luxurious Court, which 
in the end prov’d very pernicious to the Statej for 
tho’ by Nature he feem’d capable of governing with 
Prudence and Moderation, yet they who were near 
his Perfon at his Advancement to the Imperial Dig¬ 
nity, took care fo to entangle him in his Pleafures, 
to which Cuftom had too much inclin’d him, that 
the Management of Affairs might be left folely to 
them. Thefe Practices quickly introduc’d a new 
Difpofition in the Courr, for Romanus not only re¬ 
call'd fuch as had been banifh’d by Conflantine for their 
many Villanies, but preferr’d ’em to Pofts of Profit 
and Honour. This was done at the Inftigation of 
'Jofepb his Chamberlain, who being a Perfon of no 
real Merit, and for that reafon diflik’d and defpis’dby 
thofe that were, he endeavour’d to ftrengthen his In- 
tereft by the Friendfhip of fuch as were as unworthy 
as himfelf. Whilft this Man wa> thus carrying on his 
Intrigues, the Empcrcr wallow’d in all manner of 
; - Debau- 


(r 
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Debaucheries, aflociating himfelf with none of either 
Sex, but fuch as were able to gratifie him inhisFiltht- 
aeis. Thefe Courfes not only fhorten’d his own Days, 
but had like to have prov’d deflru&ive in the Iflueto 
his whole Family. He had two Sons, the eldeft of 
which, nam’d BaJHius> he order’d to be crown’d by the 
Patriarch on £«/er-Day, and imagining he had by 
that A& confirm’d to his Pofterity what he enjoy’d 
in Perfon, he refign’d himfelf up without any further 
Care to his Debaucheries, committing the lole Ma¬ 
nagement of Affairs at home to Jofepb , and the Care 
of his Forces abroad to the Conduct of Niceph"rus 
Pbocasy whom his Father in his Life-time had declar’d 
his General. 

Nicepborus was a Perfon of extraordinary Merit, fig- Niccpho- 
nalir’d by his many Services to the State, and was no# rus hlt 
fcnt to command in an Expedition againft the Saracens 
in Crete. Thofe of the Enemy that endeavour’d to op- 
pofe his Landing were eafily defeated, after which he 
encamp’d himfelf, and fecur’d his Ships in the Harbour. 

The Saracens came down with all the Forces of the 
Jfland againft him, notwithftapding which in feven 
Months time he took almoft all their ftrong Towns 
and Forts, and had undoubtedly recover’d the whole 
liland, had not Jofepb , who grew jealous of his Succels, 
perfuaded the Emperor to recal him, by fuggefting to 
him that there was a Tradition conftantly receiv’d, 
fbat.be 'who conquer'd Crete, would in ‘time be Mafier 
of the Roman Empire. 

Whilft Nicepborus was thus prevailing againft the Sa¬ 
racens in Crete) his Brother Leo fought againft’em with 
equal Succefs in the Eaft, where they propos’d to make 
a Dcfccnt, on purpofeto divert the Romans from their 
Defigns againft Crete. Leo engag’d ’em at the Head of 
afmall but refolute Army, and gave’em fuch an Over¬ 
throw, that great Multitudes of’em were kill’d upon 
the Place, and the reft fcnt Prifoners in great Droves 
to Confantmople , where all the Houfeswcre fill’d with 

Slaves. After this Lmriumph’d, as he deferv’d, in the 

Imperial 
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Imperial City, where he receiv’d Rewards prqporti, 
onableto his Service done in the Expedition y buthii 
Brother Nicephorus, tho’ he had defery’d as much jj 
any Man, yet was he not permitted to come to Court 
but was order’d to march with ah his Forces into tty 
Eail, where tfie Saracen General having recruited his 
Army after bis late Defeat, was preparing for freft 
Hollilities. Nicephorus march’d with fo much Expe¬ 
dition againft him, that he arriv’d in Syria, and offer'd 
.him Battel before he had time to do any Mifchief to 
tbeSubje&s of the Empire. The Fight wasmanag’ii 
with a great deal of Obftinacy on both Sides, but aj 
length the Fortune of the Romans prevail’d, and thp 
Saracens , after a great Slaughter, were put to aflame- 
ful Flight. The City of Berrhjea, as a Conftqurnce 
of the Vidory, fell into the Conqueror’s Hands, anti 
Nicephorus found in it much Wealth, and many Priso¬ 
ners, befides a Multitude of Chriftian Captives, who 
by this means were releas’d. 

Nicephorus his Valour and Condud had -render’d 
him exceeding grateful to all, efpecially to Tbeoph’ 

nia the Emprcis, who being dilgulted at the lewd 3c- 
haviour of Romanus , had entertain’d an extraordina¬ 
ry Elleem for Nicephorus. Of this Tofepb was not ig¬ 
norant, and therefore juftly apprehending the Con- 
fcquence of fuch a Difpofition in the Emprefs, be 
endeavour’d, by all Arts imaginable, to prevent the 
^ jy General’s Return to Conftantinople. This he might, in 
’ all probability, very eafily have effeded, had not 
Romanus *ke Death of Romanus prevented him, who dy’d on 

the fifteenth Day of March , in the twenty fifth Year 
of his Age, and the third of his Reign. Some fiy 
he was poifon’d, and that by the Procurement of 
the Emprels her felfj others impute his Death to his 
great Intemperance, and his immoderate Ufe of Wine 
and Women. 

The Death of Romanus introduc’d a new Face of 
Affairs in the Court and Empire. The late Emperor 

had left behind him two Sons, Bafiiius and Confi anting 

who 
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who being very young, the Emprcis was declar’d Re¬ 
gent, who immediately commanded Nkepborus tore- 
iiirflto Confi stntinopie , where he triumph’d in the Cir- Nicepho- 


iu f, and gratify’d the People with the fight of thc rus <r »- 
rich Spoils he had taken in Crete , and at Berth#a : Jo- 
fyh, who very much fufpefted his ambitious Defigns, tinople. 
in vain oppofing it. Nicepborus , during his Stay at Cen- 
iiHttnople , endeavour’d by a religious Artifice to re¬ 
move the Sufpicions of the Prime Minifter. In a pri¬ 
vate Conference he had obtain’d from him at his own 
Houfc, be told him very gravely, how defirous he 
had been for a long Time to retire from the World, 
and the Vanities that abounded in it, but had been all 
the while prevented by the Kindnefs of his feveral 
Mailers, who forc’d Employments of the greateft 
Trull upon him. At the fame Time, as an lnftance 
of his great Devotion, he fhow’d him a Hair Shirt, 
which he pretended he wore conftantly next his Skin. 

Jofepb, furpriz’d at his Behaviour, and the fight of his 
Shirt, fell at his Feet, and with Tears in his Eyes 
begg’d his Pardon, declaring, that for the future he 


would believe nothing that fhould be urg’d 
him. 


againft 


After this Nicepborus , by Jofeph's Advice, was fent 
withfrefh Power into the £aft, where the Motions of 
the Sarncem feem’d to require his Prefence. Nicepho* 
m his Arms were crown’d with his ufual Succefs, 
which ingratiated him every Day more and more with 
the Soldiers and the People; but at the fame Time it 
reviv’d the Jealoufies of Jtfepb, who began to repent 
that he had let him efcape out of his Hands, and fc- 
rioufly confider’d which was the readieft way to de- 
ftroy him. Jofeph was fo imprudent as to commit the 
Execution of his Defigns to two of the Principal 
Commanders in the Eaft, promifing to make one of 
’em General in Chief of the Imperial Forces in the 
Eaft, and the other of thofe in the Weft, provided 
they would, by fome means or other, remove Nice¬ 
pborus out of the way. Thefc Perfons were Men of 

great 
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great Intereft and Authority in the Army, and ow’d 
their Advancement, in a great mcafure, to Nicepborus 
his Friendihip, to whom they deliver’d the Lettca 
they had receiv’d from Jofepb , and advis’d him to 
provide for his own Safety, by taking upon himfelf 
the Imperial Dignity. This he oppos’d at firft with 
a feeming Bravery, but having receiv’d great En- 
couragement from the Emprefs, with whom he en¬ 
tertain’d a conftant Correfpondence, he fuffer’d the 
Towns of the Eaft to falute him Emperor, and pre¬ 
par’d with great Diligence to make good his Title. 

Nicepborus was not more belov’d and efteem’d by 
the People for his Valour and Affability, than Jofepb 
was contemn’d by ’em for his Pride and Arrogance, 
fotbat the Citizens of Confiantinople receiv’d the News 

of thefe Proceedings in the Eaft with thegreateft De- 
monftrations of Joy imaginable. Jofepb' sHoufe, with 
all tbofe of his Party, were levell’d with the Ground 
by the tumultuous Rabble, and the Streets rebounded 
with joyful Acclamations to Nicepborus Callinicus , or 
the Brave Conqueror. Bardas, the Father of Nicepborus 
upon the firft Report of his Son’s Promotion, bad 
taken San&uary in the great Church > but when 
he obferv’d that the People, with a general Con¬ 
currence, declar’d in his Favour, he came out, and 
in the Emperor’s Pinnace, which was follow’d by the 
reft of the Fleet, he fail’d down to Chryfopolis , whither 
the Army had by this time conduced their new 
Prince. From Chryfopolis he was brought up to the 
Hebdomus , where he was met by the People, who 
accompany’d him with much Solemnity into the 
City, where he was crown’d on the fixteenth of 
Auguf, by the Hands of Polyeuclus the Patriarch. 

Nicepborus, being thus acknowledg’d and crown’d 
Emperor, banifh’d Jofepb into Papblagonia, where be 
ended his Life two Years after in a Monaftery. Bat’ 
das, the Emperor's Father, was declar’d Ctefar } and 
Nicepborus, thinking he might now with great Safety 
throw eff the Mask, marry’d the Emprefs ’Theophaniay 
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in which he was at fir ft oppos’d by the Patriarch, for 
that he had been marry’d before, and becaufe it was 
jtported that he once fteod God-father to one of Theo- 
pbama's Children, which fhe had by her former Huf- 

band, and that Spiritual Alliance in tbofe Days was 
thought a juft Matrimonial Impediment. PolyeuSus 
proceeded fo far as to Excommunicate the Emperor, 
but when in a Synod fummon’d at Conftantinople the 
Matter was examin’d, the Patriarch concurr’d with 
the reft of the Biihops, and reftor’d him to the 
Church, tho’ the Emperor never forgave him the 
Affront as long as he liv’d. The Saracens that in¬ 
habited Sicily had, even fince the Reign of Bafilius 
Macedt, exafted a Tribute from the Weftern Pro¬ 
vinces of the Empire, which they had been forc’d to 
pay either through the Ignorance or Knavery of 
thofe who had been fent to Command in thofe 
Parts. The Payment of this Tribute Nicephorus 
thought highly detrimental to the Honour and Re¬ 
putation of the Empire, and for that Reafon he un¬ 
dertook a War againft them. 

Accordingly having rais’d a very powerful Army Rq. 
he committed it to the Conduct of Manuel ’, his Un- mans it - 
de Leo's bafe Son. Manuel was a young hot-headed/'^ h 
Patrician, fo fond of his own Notions, that he was^,” 1 ' 
deaf to the wholcfome Advice of thofe to wbofesidly. 
Councils he ought to have inclin’d, and by that 
means loft both himfelf and his Army* for the Sara - 
cm, having drawn him into the mod craggy and 
unpayable Parts of Sicily ^ with great eafe cut him 
off. The Senfe of this Difgrace was, in agreatmea- 
fure, alleviated by John Zimifces his Succefs in Cilicia^ 
where having defeated a great Number of the Saracens , 
about five thoufand of ’em quitted their Horfes, and 
gain’d an advantageous Hill, where they refolv’d to 
defend themfelves to the laft, depending much upon 
the Situation of the Place, which they judg’d inac- 
eeflible. Zimifces , obferving their Refolution, judg’d 
it proper to follow ’em their own way, fo that quit¬ 
ting 
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ring ha Horfe he march’d hitnfelf ax the Head ofh» 
Foot, and with an irrehftible Courage fell upoa 
them. The Saracens receiv’d him with an obftisat* 
Bravery, and fought with fo much Refoltttion, that 
•ot one of ’em turn’d hi* Back, but they were all 
flain upon the Spot, and fuch Streams of Blood iffu’d 
from their Bodies, and roll’d down into the Plain, 
that the Hiil, where the A&ion was perform’d, was 
from that time forward call’d the Bloody Hill. 


A The Year following, being the fecond of hisReign, 

' Ntcepberus fent an Army againft the Saracens in Cyprus^ 
Nicepho- w hich he recover’d from ’em, and reannextit to the 
res his Ex Dominions of the Empire. In the Month of Julj t 
ftsttim. the fame Year, taking his Wife and Children with 

him, he march’d himfelf into Cilicia at the Head of 


a gallant Army, confifting partly of his own Subjeds, 
and partly of his Afibciates. There he took three 
of their ftrongeft Cities from the Saraeens 9 befides 
feverai Cattles; and having left a ftrong Ciuard to 

fecure his Conquers, he winter’d with the reft of 

his Army in Cappadocia. Tarfits and Mopfuefiia were 
Places too confrdmblc to be attempted at that time 
of the Year, when the Seafou was fo far advanc’d) 


The Sars- 
cen Fleet 




and therefore returning in the Spring he divided 
his Forces into two Parts, and gave his Brother Ln 

Orders to fall upon Tar/us with one, whilft he led 
the other in Perfon againft Mtpfuefiia. The Inhabi¬ 
tants of Mopfutftia defended themfelvcs for a confi- 
derable time, ’till being weaken’d, 3S well by Fa¬ 
mine as the Sword, the City was taken, andthemoft 
forward among the Defendants put to Death. The 

Fate of Mopfuefiia very much difhearten’d the Befieg’d 
in Tarfus , fo that they furrender’d the City three Day* 
before a Fleet from Egypt arriv’d to their Affiftancc. 
The Soldiers on Board the Fleet attempted to Land, 
but meeting with a Repulfe they prepar’d to return 
home, when a Storm overtook ’em, which deftroy’d 
a great Number of their Ships, and moft of the reft 
fell into the Hands of the Romans. 


After 
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After this hfe Invaded! Syria> where having coft- 
qotred all the Towns and Ports that had the Cou¬ 
rt*# to re lift him, and made ’em Tribatary to the 

he match’d forward and fit down before 




Empire 


Jtntiocb. The Town Was well fupply’d with a nu¬ 
merous Garrifon, and great plehty of Provision, 

whereas the Emperor’s Army began to ftand in need 
of many Neceftaries, fo that Winter drawing on he 
thought it bcft to raife his Siege, and return to Con- 
\jlhntiMpk. Some affirm he might eafily have taken 
the City, but declih’d it by rcafon of a Prophecy, 
which declar’d that whatever Emperor took that City he 
would not belong liv'd after it. ‘Tis certain that when Antioch 
Bnhzas , the Litutenaht-Gfcnetal, whom the Erape- rtcovtr'i 
ror had left behind to fecure his Conquefts in thofe/hw th» 
Pairs, and who lay with a Body of his Forces near 6araccns * 
that Place, watching an Opportunity, furpriz’d the 


City in the Emperor’s ^bfence, and thereby did the 


Empire a cb'nfiderable piece of Service} Nicephorus , 
iiifttad of rewarding him as he deferv’d, turn’d him 
out of his Employment, and forbad him the Court, 
which provok’d JBfer/zarto join himfelf With ZimifceSj 
who in the fend depriv’d Nicephorus both of Empire 
and Life. Had Nicephorus behav’d himfelf with as 

much Prudence and Moderation at home, as he 

fought with Valour and Succefs abroad, his Reigfi 
might have been long and glorious j but he is a 

ftrong Inltance to ufe of the Unhappittefs of that 
Prince that docs not endeavour to reign in the Hearts 
of his People. The Dominions of the Empire were 
very much enlarg’d during his Reign, but his Subje&s Nitepho-' 
receiv’d no other Benefit from his Conquefts than torus hiiMa- 
he opprefs’d with a heavier Hand. He indulg’d 
Soldiers in all manner of Licentioufnefs, and at the* eme ' 
lame time us’d the Citizens with the utmoft Severity. 

The Senators, the Bifhops, the Patriarch himfelf met 
with the fame Treatment from him, being no better 
difpos’d to them than to the meaneft of the People, 

He ftopp’d fuch Penfions as the Senators us’d to re¬ 
ceive 
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ceivc out of the Treafury, and forbad the Payment 
of fuch Exhibitions as had been afiign’d by his Pre- 
deceflbrs towards the Maintenance of Churches, 
Mooafteries, and to other Pious Ufes; and madej 
Law, whereby it was prohibited to give any more 
Lands to the Church. At the fame time he chai. 
leng’d to himfelf the Right of Prefencation to vacant 
Biihopricks} and having, with a thrifty Hand, de- 
fray’d the Expence of a Funeral, be fent his Officers 
to feize on the reft of the Revenue belonging to the 
deceas’d. Under a Pretence of the extraordinary 
Sums that were requir’d to carry on his Wars, he 
laid new Impofitions upon his Subjects; fo that all 
Parts of his Dominions fwarm’d with Collectors and 
Informers, who often feiz’d on all, and ruin’d whole 
Families at once: And that nothing might be want¬ 
ing to inccnfe the Multitude againft him, he debas’d 
the Coin, caufing fome of lefs Value to be made than 
what at that time was current, and exaCfced all Pay¬ 
ments to himfelf to be made in the greater Sort, and 
all Iflucs out of the Treafury to be made in the Ids, 
and inhanc’d the Price of his own Coins above thofe 
of his Predeceflors, tho’ they were the fame as to 
their Intrinfick Value; all which Practices prov’d 

cxtreamly prejudicial to Trade, and confequentiy 

rais’d the Price of all Commodities. Whilft the Peo¬ 
ple were thus inrag’d againft him, he began, at a 
great Expence, to fortifie the Imperial Palace, pulling 
down feveral beautiful Building?, belonging to pri¬ 
vate Perfons that ftood adjoining to it, to make 
room for a Cittadel ereCted for its Security, in which 
ho built Granaries and Store-houfes fupply’d with 
all manner of Prc'ifions. Shortly after a grievous 
Famine arrf, occsfirn’d by the fcorching Winds 
that had b’alted th Corn. Hi? Behaviour to the 
People confirm’d t: e implacable Hatred they had con¬ 
ceiv’d againft him. t i.j having his own Magazines, 
during that Scarcity, fufficiently ftor’d, he fold Wheat 

to the People a: more than a double Price; fo that 
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an old Man came to the Emperor, whilft he was 
muttering his Soldiers, and defir’d to be enroll’d 
among ’em; and when Nicephorus demanded, Why he, 
who zvas fio aged, and confequently infirm , jhould defire to 
undergo the Fatigues of War ? The Man reply’d, He 
found himfelf fironger now than he had been in his Youth, 
for he was able to carry as much Corn now upon his Back, 
as he then us'd to load upon two fifes. 

The general Temper of the People, and their vow’d 
Averfion towards him, encourag’d Zimifices and fevcral 
others to confpire againft him. Zimifices had render’d 
him feveral important Services, and fo had Burtzas 

the Patrician, notwithftanding which they had both 
been difmifs’d with Dilgrace* and fheopbania theEm- 
prefs, tho’ fhe had formerly labour’d fo earneftly fos 
his Advancement, was now engag’d with thofe that 
fought his Deftruftion. Several Reafons are affign’d 
for this Change in her, fome alledging that fhe ap¬ 
prehended his Defign was to Geld her Sons Bafilius 
and Conjlantinc , and declare his Brother Leo his Suc- 
cefTor} others affirm, that he was too Chafte a Bed¬ 
fellow for a Woman of her Conftitution, being wont 
to fleep on the Ground, to which he had been ac- 
cuftom’d from his Youth. The Defcription of his ^ Ann. 
Perfon, which wc meet with in Baronius and others, 

feems to confirm this Suggeflion, and makes us won¬ 
der not fo much how fhe came to loath him now, 
as for what Reafon fhe could love him at firft} un- 
lefs it be that fome Women are often touch’d with 
the Reputation of Valour and Bravery, but are of 
too delicate a Tafteto belong affe&ed with it. Some 
Ey thatten Daysbefore his Death a Writing was left 
in his Chamber, in which he was advis’d to provide 
for his own Safety, and take Care of Zimifices\ and 
that he, imagining the Paper contain’d fome Petition, 
let it lye on his Table without opening it. Others 
add, that he did open and read it, but that his Fate 
preffing hard upon him he took no Warning from it, 

tho’ he is faid to have fent Orders to his Brother Leo, 
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thfc Night before he was kill’d, to cotne ftrohgly 
arm’d to his Defence and that Leo being engag’d 
at Chefs, a Game he greatly delighted in, when the 
Letter was brought, he deferr’d opening it ’till it was 
too late. Zimtfces had been confin’d to his own 
Houfe in the Country, by exprefs Order from the 
Emperor, yet the Emprefs procur’d his Enlargement, 
and not only got him to be convey’d fecretly to Cot- 
jiantinople , tho’ Nicepborns had pofitively forbidden it, 
but had him and his Accomplices drawn up by Night 
in a Basket into the Palace, where they found the 
unhappy Emperor afleep in a Bear-skin, upon the 
Ground, as his Cuftom was, and in no manner pre¬ 
par’d for fuch an Encounter. Zimtfces firft kick’d 
him with his Foot to awaken him, and as he was en¬ 
deavouring to rife, Leo Abo.h.r.tius gave him a Mortal 
Wound on his Head, whilit he laid no more than 
Laid kn r .e Mercy upon me, the Mother of God help me\ 
The Guards by this rime had receiv’d the Alarm, and 
v.'ere preparing with all Diligence ro relieve him, 
which, when the Corsfpirators obferv’d, they cut off 
bis Head, and ihow’d it the Soldiers out at the Win¬ 
dow * who obfsrving the Bufinefs Was already over, 
and therefore net to be prevented, retir’d fotnething 
appeas’d, exporting what farther Defigns the Con- 

fpirators had in view. 

This was the unhappy End of Nicephorus the Em¬ 
peror, who being trom his Youth inur’d to the Wars, 
examin’d the Mealure of Good and Evil by that Stan¬ 
dard. In the beginning of his Reign he was fuccefs- 
ful in moll, or all his Attempts againlt the Infidels; 
but B.vor.ius obferves, that when once he invaded 
with a Sacrilegious Hand what belong’d to the 
Chn'ch, he not only loft the Efteem and Affcftion 
of all good Men, but God himfelf, from aProtcftor, 
became a fevere Avenger, and fuflfer’d him to fall 
by the Hands of Traitors. L 7 ndoub:euly he knew 
better how to Command in War than Rule in Peace, 


for he recover’d Ar.t:::b, Life m, and the great eft p 3rt 

of 
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of Aft* Minor from the Dominion of the Saracens ; 
b. t his Ignorance in Affairs of State, and abomina¬ 
ble Covetoufnefs, defac’d the Honour he had acquir’d 
in Arms, and procur’d his Ruin. He was murder’d 
in the feventh Year of his Reign, the thirty fourth 
o $ Otto the Great, and the fifth of ‘John the Thir¬ 
teenth Pope of Rome^ and the fifty eighth of his Age, 

A. D. 

Nicephorus being murder’d, Johannes Zimifces feiz’d A. D. 
on the Empire, aiiiiming Baftlius and Conflantine for 
his Colleagues. Before he would permit hitnfedf to be Zimisces. 
Crown'd be remov’d fuch as he thought bad been Fa¬ 
vourers to Nicephorus from all Employments in thp 
State and the Army j and having confin’d Z.W, Nice- 
fbouts his Brother, to the Ifie of Lesbos , he recall’d 
all thofe his Predeceffor had banifh’d, efpecially fuch 
of the Ecckfiafticks as had been driven away for op- 
p-.fing him in Matters relating to the Church. Ha¬ 
ving, as he thought, by thefe means clear’d his Way 

for .his Coronation, he went to receive the Crown 
from the Hands of the Patriarch in the Great Church} 
but PolycuUns with anunexpe&ed Severity oppos’d hi# 
Entrance into that Place, which was not to be pro- 
phan’d with the Prefence of one who had embru’d hi# 

Hands in the Blood of his Soveraign, for which Satii- 
fa&ion was to be made before he could be admitted. 
Whether this Matter had been concerted privately be¬ 
fore-band between Zimifces and the Patriarch, on 
purpofe to obtain a plaufible Pretence for removing 
the Emp-refs Lbcapbania, or that Zimifces was unwilling, 
at that Conjuncture, to contend with the Church, he 
receiv’d the Repneheniion with a great Submiffive- 
nds, promifisg a Performance of any Thing that in 
Keafon might be enjoin’d hitn, and alledg’d, at the 

fame Time, in hi# own Defence, that he was not 

pi fondly guilty of the late Emperor’s Death, but 
that stkiLtitius murder’d hitn by Command of the 
Emprcb. Hereupon the P.ttriardh requir’d that fhe 

H 4 and 
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and the Murderers might be banifh’d, and the Edict 


Nicepho, 


Zimifc 


Tbeophania wasfhu: up dole in a Monaftery in the Pro¬ 
vince of Armenia , being juftly excluded from the 
World, and the fenfual Enjoyments of it, to which 
fhe had been too much addicted. Zimifces , at the 
fame Time, promis’d to afiign all his own private E- 
ftate to the uie of the Poor, whereupon Polyeuftus ad¬ 
mitted him into the Church, where he was Crown’d 
by him on Cbri(lmas-Da.y. 

It is often obfervable, that Revolutions at home 
give Birth to new Commotions abroad, which Zitni- 
(ces found true at the Beginning of his Reign j for 
the Cities his PredecefTor had taken from iheSaracm 
in the Eaft were grown ripe for a Revolt ; to favour 
which, and recover their Reputation, all the Nation! 
of that Religion engag’d themfelves in a Uriel League 
and Alliance, and having collefted prodigious Forces 
together, the Command of the whole Army was, by 
general Confcnr, given to the Carthaginians , as the 
mod capable, and beft experienc’d in War both by 
Sea and Land. This Command the Carthaginm 
transferr’d upon Zochares , whom they declar’d Gene- 
raliffimo. Having mufter’d their Forces they fate 
down before Antioch , which they befieg’d very clofe- 
ly, hoping to be Mailers of it before the Befiegd 
could receive any Relief from the Emperor; but the 
Garrifon, being alliffced by the Inhabitants, perform’d 
their Duty fo well, that Nicholas an Eunuch, who 
was declar’d General by the Emperor, fell upon ’em 
with all the Forces he could raife in Mefopotamia and 
the neighbouring Provinces, gave ’em Battel, forc'd 
’em to raife the Siege, and return in a diforderly 


confirm 
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pual Cities of thofe Parts in their Obedience. 

Whilll the Emperor’s Arms profper’d with fo much 

Succefs in the Eaft, the Territories of the Empb { 

were threaten’d by the Incurlions of the RuJ/i, who 

had 
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liad over-run all Bulgaria, into which they had for¬ 
merly been invited by Nicephorus Phocas , upon a Quar¬ 
rel between him and Peter , Prince of Bulgaria. Ni¬ 
cephorus had engag’d ’em to plunder, but not pofiefs 

the Country-, but they finding it much more plea- 

fant and fertile than their own, refolv’d, contrary to 

their Articles with Nicephorus , to fettle themfelves 
in it. Calocyrus , a Roman Fugitive, was then in 
their Camp, and oblig’d himfelf to refign Bulgaria 
up to ’em, provided he might be made Emperor by 
their Affiftance. The Ruffin who had been inform’d 
of the late Revolutions at Conflantinople , thought it 
no very difficult matter to cffeft what Calocyrus had 
with fo much Confidence propos’d, fo that challen¬ 
ging Bulgaria for their own, as having acquir’d it by 
Virtue of their Swords, and being in Poifeffion of 
it, they infolently reje&cd the Ambaffiadors Zimifces 
had fent with Offers to confirm whatever had been 
concluded betwixt them and Nicephorus. To make 
good their Pretenfions they united to ’em as many of 
the conquer’d Bulgarians as they thought they might 

fafely truft, and being join’d by a Body of the Hun¬ 
garians , they muftcr’d an Army of three hundred and 
eight thoufand Men, with which having pafs’d the 
Htemus, they wafted all Horace, and fat down before 

Adrianople. 

Zimifces , provok’d at their fnfolence to his Am- 
bafladors, had order’d all the Forces could be drawn 
together to march Weftward under the Conduct of 
Bardas Sclerus , or the Hardy , his Wife’s Brother, re- 
folving, when the Spring came on, to be in Peifon 
at the Head of his Army. Bardas perceiving hefhould 
have to do with Numbers fo far fuperior to his, for 
he was not able to Mufter above twelve or thirteen 
thoufand Men, thought it beft to contend with ’em 
by Stratagems, and therefore fuffer’d ’em to ravage 
Thrace , whilft he fhut himfelf up in Adrianople before 
they could approach it. The Barbarians endeavour’d 
by all Methods imaginable to provoke him to Fight, 
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and he with equal Care, and much Teeming Diffi¬ 
dence, declin'd it. This Behaviour in the Roman Ge¬ 
neral created a Contempt and Negligence in the E- 
nemy, who, being iecurc of their Frey, obferv’d no 
Difcipline, but grew negligent in their Watches, and 
regardlsfs or' Orders. 

fhe Event anTwer’d Bardas Sclents his F.xptdtati- 
ens * for job:, a Patrician, having by the General’s 
Order drawn a great Body of the prefumptuous E- 
nemv into an Ambufcade, they purfu’d him with an 
undifciplin’d Fury as he fled defignedly from ’em, 


till they fell unadvisedly upon a ftrongcr Party plant¬ 
ed there for that purpofe, and commanded by Bay da 
hi ml eh", who cut every Man cf the Babarians in 
pieces. After this he tell with a Courage quicken’d 
with his late Succds upon the reft, who fought for 
fome time like Men animated with Defpair, but in 
the End receiv'd an abfolure Defeat, which was 
chiefly to be afcrib'd to the Valour of Bardas the Ge¬ 
neral, and his Brother Cc-nfiantine. Had not Night 
befriended ’em, none of the Enemy had efcap’d; 


the End receiv’d 


great Multitudes were taken Fiifoners, and few a- 
mong ’em were obferv’d to be unwounded, tho’fome 
W'riteis affirm the Remans loft not above five and 


twenty Men in both Engagements. 

The Emperor was To far from beingpuff’d up with 
this cxtraoiemery Succefs againlt the Enemies of the 
Emphe, that it rather made hirn more humble and 
merc:fJ, as he made it appear fhortly after this Vi¬ 
ctory. For Bardas Fbocas , the late Emperor’s Ne¬ 
phew, who had been bamfh’d into s,Imajia , having 
receiv'd fome Encouragement from his Friends and 


Acquaintance at Cyad anitnople , withdrew on a fudden 
out of Anlaf.a, and Fiz'd on Cafirai in Cappadocia •, 
whc. e being ioin’d by feveral confidentb!c Men in 
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in 


the Empire, who had rot concurr’d in the late Re? 
volution, and who had brought a ftrong Body of 
Forces along with them, he affum’d the imperial Or? 
naments, and declar'd himfdf Emperor, At the 


fame 
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fame Time Leo, the Father af Phocns, wb«> had btea 

confin’d to the Ifle of Lesbos, having fedup’d feveral 

by large Gift? 1 , and larger Promifes, in which the Bi- 
fiiop of Abyclqs did him fignal Service, prepar’d to 
fteal from thence with his Son Nicephorus , and appear 
at the Head of his Party in Thrace. But fome of 
the Emperor’s Officers having apprehended the Bi^ 

ihop, he was examin’d, and difeover’d the whole De- 

iign, whereupon Leo and Nicepborus were condemn’d 
to Death, which Sentence the merciful Ejnperor mi¬ 
tigated to the lofing of their Eyes; and, as if that 
Punilhment was too fevere and cruel for his Capital 
Enemies, fame add further, that the Executioners, 
by his Order, made fhow only of blinding ’em, and 
gave out that they fpar’d their Sight nor in Obedi¬ 
ence to any Commands they had received from the 
Emperor, but out of meer Pity to thofe unfortunate 
Princes. And yet thofe very Men fhortly after rais’d 
another Rebellion, whilft the Emperor was bufied 
in his Wars with the Ruffians, for which that very 
Punifhment was tlefervediy inflicted upon ’em. In 
the mean Time Bardas the General was, by an Oiv 
der from the Emperor, who had charg’d him to Ihed 
no more Blood than was ncceffary, marching againft 
Phocas, and was got as far as Dorylaus , the Capital 
of Phrygia , where he endeavour’d firft by fair Offers, 
and an Affurance of Mercy from Zimifces , to re¬ 
duce Phocas and his Accomplices ■, but when he found 
they perfifted obftinacely in their Rebellion, he left 

Dorylaus , and proceeded on to Ctefarea. Here thofe 

who had chiefly promoted Phocas in his Ufurpation, 
and had appear’d the moft forward to Support him, 
confidering what fair Promifes they had receiv’d from 
Bardas, and how defperate their Condition wou'd be 
ftould they mifearry, privately agreed among them- 
Itlves, and withdrew with all their Forc. s from Pho¬ 
ne, who by that means had no other Attendance left 
fiun than of his own Servants, fo that he was forc’d ro 
% and Shut hunfelf up in a ftrong Caftle call’d Crro- 
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fteum, which at firft he refolv’d to defend to the laft 
Extremity} but when Bardas came up, and by repeat¬ 
ed Meffiages urg’d him to a Surrender, promifing him 
all imag:nable Kindnefs on his part, and undertaking 
to obtain his Pardon from the Emperor, hegeneroufly 
mJ it ftf -threw himfelf into his Prote&ion, and was confin’d 
freft’d. to the Itland Chios, where he enter’d into Orders; 

for the Emperor being willing to make good what 
Bardas had promis’d, thought fit to proceed no far¬ 
ther againft him, tho’ we fhall find him recall’d in 
the following Reign to command an Army againft 
this Bardas , who had now fupprefs’d him. 

Thefe eminent Services to the Empire contributed 
much to the Reputation of Sclents, who was fent for 
to Condantinccple, where Zimifces was marry’d fhortly 
after in great Solemnity to Theodora, the Sifter of the 
late Emperor Rommus, according tofome, tho’ others 
affirm fhe was his Daughter by Theofhama the Em- 
prefs, and conlcquently the Sifter of Rafilms and Con- 
famine, the Collegurs of this prclcnt Emperor. 

The late Defeat of the Radians had not fo much 
A. D- W eakcn’d and difeourag'd ’em, but they prepar’d to 
9~ l ' r give the Emperor new Troubles; whereupon Zimif- 
~ ces refolv’d to march in Perfon againft ’em, and, if 
frrexh cut poffiblc, totally to lubdue ’em. Accordingly he en- 

n-un. deavour’d by his obliging Carriage, and generous 

Prefents, to win the Hearts of his Army, which he 
fupplv’d with the moll prudent and valiant Officers, 
who had Orders to Exerc:fe their Soldiers every 
Day, and eftabhfh a good Difcipline among them. 
At the fame Time he took Care to lay in great Stores 
of Ammunition and Provifion; and when he had, 
with great Application, fufficientiy provided for hi; 
Land-Forces, he ligg’d out a ftrong Fleet, which 
prov’d very ferviceabie to him in the Courfe of his 
Expedition. Before he fet forward he committed 
the Adminiftration of Affairs at home to the Hands 

of thofe in whom he thought he had the greatell 

reafon to confide; and having finilh’d his Devoti- 
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ons, in which he appear’d moft exemplary, he be* Zimifces 
gan his March in the beginning of the Spring at Expedi - 
the Head of an Army, remarkable as well for the*'™' 
Courage and Chearfulnefs of the Soldiers, as the 
Care and Experience of their Commanders. At a 
Place call’d Rcedejlus he was met by two Perfons, 
who pretending themfelves to be Ambaffadors, made 
loud Complaints of the great Injuries offer’d the 
Nation of the Scythians. Zimifces , who knew they 
were lent as Spies from the Enemy, made ’em take 
a view of all his Forces, and then order’d ’em to re¬ 
turn with a Report of what they had obferv’d to their 
Mailers, after which, without any other Anfwer, 
he difmifs’d ’em. When this was done he drew 
out five thoufand Foot and four thoufand Horfe, 
with which he himfelf march’d with great Expedi¬ 
tion over the Mountain Hcemus , and laid Siege to 
Preftblaba , the Principal City of Bulgaria , ordering 
the reft of his Forces to follow after, under the Con- 
duft of Baflius the Prefident. Calocyrus , of whom 
mention has already been made, was then in the Ci¬ 
ty, where the Inhabitants were fciz.’d with the great- 
ell Conftcrnation, fo that the Fugitive fecretly with¬ 
drew into the Ruffian Camp, which he fill’d with al- 
moft an equal Aftonilhment. Hereupon the Gene¬ 
ral of the Ruffians having, in the belt manner he 
could, encourag’d his defponding Soldiers, encamp’d 
nearer the City, hoping by his Prefence to ani¬ 
mate the Defendants. But as a Party of his Troops, 
confiding of eight thoufand Men, were detach’d 
from the reft of the Army, either to be exercis’d 
near the City Walls, or fhow themfelves to their 
Friends within, who were prepar’d to receive them; 

Zimifces fell with great Refolution upon ’em, and ha- Hit Saccej 
ving intercepted their Retreat to their Camp, he ei¬ 
ther kill’d or took moftof’emi among the latter was 

Sphagellns , a Man in Authority next to their General. 

Zimifces his Soldiers were extreamly animated by 
this 4&ion, which feem’d to give ’em an Earned of 

their 
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their future Succefs, fothat they fell immediately with 
great Bravery upon the City, and were rather drawn 
off by the Approach of the Night, than repuls’d by 


the Courage of the Befieg’d. 

Bafilius 

Top oi 
than th 


Morning 
f the Army upon the 
Joy of the Emperor 
tants, who notwith- 


flanding refus’d to furrender, tho’, the better to in¬ 
duce ’em to it, they had receiv’d very advantageous 
Conditions from the Emperor j and he, being provok’d 

at their Obftinacy, gave Orders for a general At¬ 
tack. Tho’ the Enemy’s Refolution appear’d as great 
as their Obflinacy had done before, yet the Valour 
of the Romam at length prevail’d, and all Parts of 
the City, which was taken by Storm, were fill’d with 

Whiilt fome of the Romans were bulled 


Slaughter. 


Walls, and open’d the Gates to their 


Fellows, eight thoul'and Scythians y part of the Garri 
fon that haa been left for the Defence of the Place, 
feiz’d on the Cattle, from whence they did great 
Mifchief upon the Imperialifb, before they were well 

they were 
ufinefs had 


fenfible by whom, or from what Part 
affaulted. Zimijces , who thought the 


been over, when once he got in Pofleflion of the City, 
found the greateft Danger remain’d ftill behind} and 
obferving his Men declin’d the AlTaulr, not fo much 
from an Apprehenfion of their Enemy’s Courage, as 
the Situation of the Place, which they judg’d impreg¬ 
nable, advanc’d in Perlon at the Head of’em with 
Sword in Hand, and Term’d, by his own Courage, to 
upbraid ’em of Cowardice} the Senfeof which wrought 
fo effectually upon’em, that they all drove whofhould 

Prince and the Dan¬ 
ger that threaten’d him, and fo, after a terrible 
slaughter on both Sides, rhey became Mailers of the 
Callle. T hole of the Scythians that were not kill’d in 
the AlTaulr, were either driven down the Rocks and 
Precipices, or intercepted by the Fire, which prevail’d 
•n every fide, fo that very few or noneof’cmefcap’d. 

Thus 


firfl thrull himfelf betwixt their 

and 
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Thus was Zimifces become Matter ef the Cky and 
Cattle in the Space of two Days; all thofe that were 
found upon their Arms were kill’d, and the Women 
and Children, together with fuch as yielded themfclves 
after the firft Fury was over, were made Prifoners v 
among whom was Borifes , King of th.e Bulgarians , 
who being conducted to the Emperor in his Royal 
Robes, was receiv’d by him as a King, and after a 
magnificent Entertainment releas’d with his Wife and 
Children, and all the Bulgarians , Zimifces declaring 
he had an Enmity to none but the Ruff. The City, 
which the Heat of the Soldiers had almoft deftroy’d, 
was repair’d at the Emperor’s Charge, and call’d after 
his own Name, Joannopolis. Heie he kept his£«^<rr, 
and having left a fufficient Garrifon in it, and fur- 
nilh’d it with all manner of Provifions, he march’d 
from thence towards Dorofiorum, or Diftra, feated on 
the Iftcr, and one of the chief Towns the Ruffians had 
in this Country, which their General was very foli- 
citous to prelerve. He encamp’d with his numerous 
Army, confiding in all of poooo Men, within 
twelve Miles of that City, where it was unanimoufiy 
refolv’d to wait the Emperor’s coming, and give 
him Battel; having firft put three hundred Bul¬ 
garians to Death, of whom they had entertain’d fome 
Sufpicion. The Ruffians did notfo much exceed the 
Romans in Numbers, as the Romans, encourag’d by 
their late Victories, furpafs’d them in Courage, upon 
which Account the Succefs continu’d doubtful for a 


long time on both Tides. Fortune feem’d no lefs than 
twelve times to fhife Parties j but, as Night approach’d, 
the Left Wing of the Ruffians began to give Ground; 
and before the Enemy had lcifure to recruit it the 
hmperor led on a referv’d Party with fo much Refolu- 
tion, that his Soldiers, receiving new Life from his 
Example, bore on with an invincible Courage upon 
the Barbarians, and carry’d the Day. The Ruffians 
fled with th eir broken Troops to Diflra , not fo much 
lor the Defence of the City, as their own Security 5 

and 
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Toe Siege 

*f Diftra. 


and thither the Emperor, after he had return’d Pub. 
lick Thanks for the Vi&ory, follow’d ’em, and laid 
clofe Siege to the Place, but made no Attempt upon 
it ’till the Arrival of his Fleet, which prevented the 

Defendants efcaping by the River. 

This Siege prov’d as remarkable as any .that Age 

produc’d, not fo much for the Length of it, as the 
Refolutenefs of the Befieg’d, the Valour of the Af- 
failants, and the Confequences of itj for it brought 
both Armies to a general Battel, and that introduc’d 
a Treaty, which ended in a Truce or Peace between 
both Nations. The Ruffians had hitherto forborn the 
ufe of Horfes, but now, contrary to their former 
Cuftom, they mounted feveral Companies, and faliy’d 
out briskly at two feveral Gates towards the Evening, 
when the Romans were difpers’d at Supper, little pre¬ 
par’d for the Company of fuch Guclis, fo that the 
two Quarters, where the Onfet was made, were at 
firft feiz’d with a general Conllemnion; but having, 
by degrees, taken to their Arms, a fharp Engage¬ 
ment happen’d, in which at length the Romans had 
the Advantage, and forc’d the Enemy back with a 
great Slaughter into the City, which was fill’d with 
hideous Cries and Howhngs for the Lofs they had 
fuftain’d, by which the Garrilon was cxtreamly 
weaken'd, fo that the General was forc’d to lend for 


all his Countrvmrn which were polled in the ad¬ 
jacent Towns and Forts, having fome time before 
committed to Cutlody twenty thoufand Bulgarians ^or 
fear they fhould revolr, or raife a Mutiny in the Gar- 
rifon. Zim; r ces , obferving the Rcfolution with which 
the General behav’d himfelf, and dreading the Fa¬ 
tigues of a long Siege, drew his Army out into the 
adjoining Plain, and ofFtr’d him Battel, which he re¬ 
fus'd, relolving to maintain himfelf to the laft Extre¬ 
mity within the Walls. Not with (landing which, be¬ 
ing flrengthen’d with frelh Supplies, they iflu’d out 
one Night at all their Gates at once, and made a great 

Sally upon the Beficgers at a time when they little ex¬ 
pected 
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pefted ’em. At fir ft, the Romans being unprepar’d to 
receive ’em, they had the Advantage; but Phagellus y 
who had been exchang’d, and now commanded ’em, 
being Slain, they grew dilhearten’d, and foughc with 

lefs Alacrity; however they kept the Field all that 
Night, and ’till Noon the Day following, when per¬ 
ceiving a Party was got between them and the Town, 
they began to fhifc every one for himfelf, and being 
intercepted by the Romans in their Way back, they 
ltragled in fmall Parties through the Country, where 
moftofthem wete {lain. This Lofsoblig’d Sphendofih- 
hlnis their General more ftiongly tofortifie the Place, 
lb that he drew a Trench about the Walls, and with 
feveral Works fecur’d it. Finding his Provifions be¬ 
gan to fall lhort, and that all Parts towards the Land 
were block’d up, he took the Advantage of a dark 
rainy Night, and pafs’d with two thoufand Men in 
Boats down the River, and got Corn and other Ne- 
ceiTaries for the Garrifon without being obferv’d or 
diltrufted by the Befiegers, ’till at his Return he kill’d 
many of thofe that had been lent out to Forage, and 
got out of Danger before the reft could efcape with 
the News of their Defeat to the Emperor ; who,being 
highly incens’d at it, threaten’d the Commanders of 
his Fleet with Death, if they fuffer’d the like for the 

future; and being unwilling to fpend any more time 
in fruitlefs Hoftilities, he fecur’d all the Avenues 
leading to the Town, and refolv’d to ftarve ’em out 
of it. The Befieg’d, beginning once more to be 
ilraightcn’d in their Provifions, refolv’d to make a 
general Sally upon the Enemy, under the Conduct 
o ijernor, who was the fecond in Reputation among^*^ 
’em. The Difpute for fomc time was very obftinates*//;. 
onbothfides, ’till Anemas, the Son of t he Ameras^ or 
Caliph of Crete, who had been entertain’d in the Em¬ 
peror’s Guards, fingled out Jernor , and after a ftiort 
Combat flew him, at which the Befieg’d retir’d back 
in great Confufion, and fuffer’d more from the 
ftraitnefs of the Ways, whereby they trampled one 

upon 
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upon another, than the Swords of the Purfuers. Spbin- 
dofiblabus hitnfelf got with much difficulty into the 
Town, where he at lad began to confider m what a 
melancholy Condition his Affairs flood. His Coun¬ 
trymen, that weie either able or willing to relieve 
him, were at too great di fiance, and the neighbouring 
Nations were aw’d by the Emperor, who was too pow- 
erfu! for ’em both by Sea and Land. The Befieg’d 
labour’d under the greatert Difficulties, their Num¬ 
bers were confider&bly diminifh’d, and the want of all 
things nrceflVy for their Subfidance grew every 
Day more and more upon ’em, whild the Emperor, 
on the ocher fide, receiv’d continual Supplies of 
Men 2nd Provifions. Hereupon a Council of War 
■was fummon’d, wherein, tho’ they feverally differ’d 
in the Method, yec they generally agreed in 
this, that the War mud be brought to a Conclufion. 
Some were for dying atvay by Night, others for Ca- 
piru'acirg, and a few mov’d for a pitch’d Battel, af¬ 
firming any other Methods would expofe’em to the 
Derifion of their Neighbours, and concluded that a 
glorious Death was preferable to an ignominiouj 
Idfe. To this Opinion the General himlelf adher’d, 
fo that they all agreed unanimously to quit the City 

the next Day, and, that their Men might fight with 
t more defperate Courage, they reio-Vd to make 
Left the Gates of the City, and cut eff all hopes of 

a Retreat. 

Asrhis Battel concluded the War, fo was it the moll 
remarkable of any that happen'd in it. The Seafon 
of the Year was very hot, which exceedingly didrefs’d 
the Remans, who were not fo much accudom’d to 
rhe Inconveniences of the Weather, fo that the in- 
dalgent Emperor carefully reliev’d ’em with Bottles 
of Wine and Water mix’d together* bcfidcs, the 
Ways where the Fight began were too narrow foT 
’em to diaw up in a regular Bodv, of which he be¬ 
ing fenfiffe, commanded his Officers to retire by 

degrees ’till they came into the open Plain, and then 

to 
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to fall oh again with their ufual Alacrity. The 
Enemy, thinking they fled, with an indifcrcet Cou¬ 
rage purfu’d ’em, ’till the Romans having attain’d 
the Place appointed, charg’d ’em afrefh and renew’d 
the Fi ght. Zirnifces , oblerving that the Ruffians , 
notwithftanding this Advantage, fought with more 
Courage than ever, commiferated the Condition of 
his Men> and, to prevent the Effufion of more Blood, 
fent and challeng’d their General to decide the Quar¬ 
rel by a Angle Cofnbat between ’em. Sphendofihlabus 
as arrogantly rejefted the Offer, and return’d An- 
fwer, Float he knew hew to put a better Value upon his Life , 
and that if the Emperor was Weary of his , there was room 
enough for him in the Field to difpofe of it. Hereupon 
Zirnifces refolv’d, with this one Day's Aftion, tofinifla 
both the War and the Siege } and therefore having 
fent Sclerus with his Troops to cut off their Commu¬ 
nication with the Town, he commanded Romanus, the 
Son of Cvnjlanline Cffiar, and Grandfon of Romanus 
the elder, together with Peter , another great Com¬ 
mander in the Army, to give a frefh Charge with 7 ^ 
their referv’d Force's} notwithftanding which the Sue- j c j- e 
tefs continu’d ftill uncertain, ’till Sphendofthlabus was 
in the end beat off his Horfe by rlnemas , who, whilffc 
he was endeavouring to kill him, was himfelf cut to 
pieces. The Ruffians , who before the Fight were 
half ftarv’d, began rvow to grow weary and dis¬ 
hearten’d : On the other fide, the Romans ,observing the 
Confufion and Diforder they were in, continu’d the 
Fight with great Alacrity, ’till iht Ruffians gave way, 
and fled with great Precipitation over the Plain, 
'vherc the Slaughter was continu’d by the vi&orious 
Purfuers} an innumerable Multitude of ’em fell in 
the Fight, and hardly any efcap’d without being 
wounded. When the Romans came to ftrip the Slain, 
they found great Numbers of Women among ’em, 
who had accompany’d their Husbands in Mens 
Cloachs, and fought with a Mafculine Courage. And 
’twas obfervable, that during this whole War, the 

Women, 
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Women, for their Numbers, had been as ferviceabfc 
as the Men* fo refolute were thefe People to main, 
tain and defend, to the laft Extremity, what they 
thought their own by Right of Conqueft. 

Sphendoflhlabus, having fecur’d himfclf with the reft 
by Flight for the prefent, confulted what farther was 
to be done. He confider’d he had a&ed hitherto in 
every thing as became a prudent Man, and a Lover 
of his Country, and that Fortune had Hill oppos’d 
him in all his Defigns, fo that there was nothing 
more left him to do, but to obtain the beft Terms he 
could from the Emperor, of whom he requir’d more 
than he thought Zimifces would grant, or than he 
bimfelf could expeft, propofing to abate and govern 
himfelf according to the Anfwer he fhould receive 
from the Emperor ; for he demanded no lefs than 
“ To be receiv’d on the publick Faith as a Friend. 
u andAllie of the Empire; that he and his Country* 
<c men fhould be conducted in Safety home, and that 
“ a free Commerce fhould be fettled betwixt both 
“ Nations. Tho’ Sphendojlblabus would willingly 
have relinquifh’d part of thefe Demands, yet the 
Emperor, who was either grown weary of the War, 
or thought it imprudent or dangerous to provoke a 
defperate Enemy, who had given him fuch undeniable 
Inftances of his Courage and Refolution, generoufly 
granted all he ask’d, alledging, in his Defence, the 
Cuftom of the Ancient Romans , who chofe rather to 
overcome their Enemies by their Kindnefs and Ge* 
nerofity, than by the Force of their Arms. The 
Articles of the Treaty being fettled, Spbendoftblaki 
defir’d he might have an Interview with the Emperor, 
which being readily granted, he was receiv’d and 
entertain’d with great Magnificence. At this Inter¬ 
view it was agreed between ’em, that the Patzinsce 
fhould be compriz’d in the League, which was 
thought would induce’em to grant the Ruffians liberty 
to return through their Territories into their own 

Country. The Patzimca appear’d willing to be 

com- 
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comprehended in the Treaty, but refus’d a free Paf- 
fage to the Ruffians, who, if they found them obfti- 
nace, were oblig’d, in the Condition they were in* 
to force their Way through} of which the Patzinacd 
being inform’d* they thought it not Prudence openly 
to oppofe ’em, but, laying Ambuihes for ’em* they 
cut off the General and all his Men} that fierce Peo¬ 
ple thinking it a Crime fufiident that he had enter’d 
into a League with the Romans. 

Thus ended the Ruffian War, not more to the Ho¬ 
nour and Safety of the Empire, thin the Reputation 
of Zimifces , who aferib’d his Succels rather to the Di¬ 
vine Prote&ion than the Force of his Arms: For be- 
fidesthat, during the late Battel, the Wind blew thd 
Rain with great Violence full againfi the Barbarians* 
which extreamly diforder’d ’em, and made ’em una¬ 
ble to mamge the Fight as they firft intended : 

Some related, that a Man on a White Horfe was ob- 
ferv’d by the whole Army at the beginning of the 
Fight, who fought at the Head of the Battel, and 
with his fingle Valour repuls’d and broke the Enemy’s 
Ranks} and forafmuch as none had feen him either 
before or afterwards, they believ’d him to be St. The* 
odore the Martyr, on whofe Anniverfiry the Victory 
was obtain’d } and the Emperor himfelf (who, faith Baron. Am 
my Author, never fought without the immediate Pro-9 11 - 
teftion and Afliftance of thofe Heavenly Auxiliaries) 
according to the Superftitions of thofe Times* either 
really did, or at lead pretended, fo far to believe it, 
that he repair’d a Church dedicated to him, and 
chang’d the Name of the Town, wherein it Hood* 

from Eucbantia to Theodoropolis. 

The Treaty being fign’d, the Emperor fortify’dall 
the Towns and Forts that flood upon the River, and 
then return’d to Conftantinople , where he was receiv’d f' 
with all Exprefiions of Joy imaginable. The Patri- 
arch, the Clergy, the Senate, and the People met him imoplei 
with Crowns and a triumphant Chariot drawn by four* 

Horl'es molt fplendidly caparifon’d y he refuting to en- 

r ter 




114 7 he Roman Hiftcry. Vol. V. 

ter the City in the Chariot, mounted a white Horfe, 
and having put the Royal Veftments of th c Bulgarian 
Princes into the Chariot, and over them thelmageof 
the Virgin Alary, as Prote&refs of the City, he fbl. 
low’d it in a folemn Proceffion, and in the Forum re¬ 
ceiv'd the Acclamations of the People. 

The Solemnity being over, and he in a mannet 
releas’d from the Toils of War, he apply’d himfelf, 
with great Diligence, to the Affairs of State. He 
cas’d his Subje&s of feme Taxes, and was the firft 
that commanded the Image of our Saviour to be im- 
prefs’d upon the Coins with this Impreflion, Jefu 
Cbrijl , ikt King of Kings , which Cuftom was ever af¬ 
ter oblerv’d by his Succeffors. But whilft hewasthus 
employ’d in his Management at home, feveral of 

thole Cities in the Eaft, that had been reduc’d by his 
Prcdcctflor Nicephorus , revolted from the Empire, and 
took up Arms againfl it, fo that Zimifces law himfelf 
oblig’d to undertake another Expedition to recover 
’em to their Obedience. And having proceeded sj 
far as Damafcus, he reduc’d lbme by fair Words, and 
others by force of Arms. Here he refided for fome 
time to fettle the Affairs of the Province in thofe 
Parrs. In this Expedition having obferv’d feveral 
pleafmt Towns and Palaces, with large and fruitful 
Territories adjoynir.g to ’em, and being delighted 
with it, he ask’d to whom they belong'd j and when 
he was anfwer’d that Baftlins, the Prelident, was in 
PofTelEon of ’em all, rho’ fome of ’em had been ac¬ 
quir’d by the Arms of Nicephorus, others by other Ge¬ 
nerals, and not a few by himfelf, he broke out wiih 
a Sigh into this Expreffion, Hocv miferable, my Compa¬ 
nions , is the prefent Condition of the Roman Empire , 'whofe 
beji Biocd and ‘Tteafitre is facrific'd to the Pride and Jmbiii- 
on of an aspiring Eunuch ? Bafilius had ferv’d feveral of 
the former Emperors in their Wars againll the Sara¬ 
cens, and in Negotiations of the greatelt Importance. 

Being a Man of great Authority in the Empire he 

appear’d very lnltiumental in the Promotion of Ni- 

eepborti 
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(ephorus , who, upon that Confederation, made him 
jhis prime Minifter, in which Poll he was continu’d 
by Zimifces , out of RefpeCt to his reputed Integrity* 
aod great Knowledge, and Experience in the Affairs 
of State, which he knew how to manage with the 

greaceft dexterity, tho’, like moft other Statefmen, 
he took care to enrich himfelf* and indeed they 
who watch- with an uncorrupted Eye for the Safe¬ 
ty of the State, are in fome meafure worthy of 
their Hire. Bajilius was quickly inform’d of the 
Emperor’s Reflection, and, apprehending the Confe- 
quences of it, if not prevented in Time, he refolv’d 
10 build his own Security upon the DeftruCtion ofthe 
Emperor. Accordingly he prevail’d with his Cup¬ 
bearer to give him a Poifon, and fuch a one asfhould 
work by degrees, and in a languishing Manner dif- 

patch him. The Cup-bearer being encourag’d by 
large Prefcnts in Hand, and larger Promifes, readily 
undertook it. The Poifon ( work’d fo effeChially up-Zimifce* 
on the Emperor, that he dy’d before he could reachf®^’^ 

Conjlantinoplt. It broke out in large Carbuncles upon 
his Shoulders, and made him void great quantities of 

Blood at his Eyes. Whether he miflrufted the Trea- 
fon had been aCted againd him, or judg’d it a 
natural Diltemper, he forbore any Inquifition about 
it, and fpent the Time he had to live in his Devoti¬ 
ons. 

This was the End of an Emperor, whofe Virtues A. D. 
and fortunate Reign deferv’d a better Conclufion. 97 6* 
For he mult, on all Hands, be allow’d to have been 
an excellent Prince, tho’ they, who raife themfelves 
up to the Government by violent Means, as he did, 
are not always known to execute it with Juftice and 
Moderation. The ambitious Third after Sovereignty 
was not reputed fo great a Crime in thole Days, as 
it is dcfervedly efteem’d now* and that Confiderati- 
on may, in a great Meafiire, plead in his Behalf. He 
was as renown’d for his Devotion as his Courage,and 

Was a vifible Example of both to all his SubjeCls, tbo’ 

la he 
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he exccll’d in no Chritiian Virtue fo much as in that 
of Mercy and Forgivenefs. As he was vigorous and 
a&ive in enlarging the Territories of the Empire, fo 
was he equally vigilant in protecting and fecuring them. 
A Comet was feen fome time before his Death, and 
continu’d to appear for feveral Months after it, fore* 
fhewing, as it was afterwards thought, not only the 
Fall of this Emperor, but thofe fatal Diftempers in 
which the State, bv reafon of the Civil Wars that 
rag’d within its Bowels, was afterwards involv’d. The 
Years of Z mi fees his Reign, and that wherein he dy’d, 
are differently computed by different Authors * the 
raoft probable Account is, that he reign’d fix Yean 
and as many Months, and that he dy’d in the fourth 
Year of O// 0 , Emperor of Germany j the fecond of 
Benedict the feventh Pope of Rome, A. D. $j6. 
Bastli- Zimifces , before his Death, defign’d Bafilius and 

y, s V‘ . Confiantin ?, the Sons of Romania, hisSuccefibrs, who 
To-W’n. in his Life-time had been his Collegues in the Em¬ 
pire. Thefe two Princes, the Eldefl of which was 
about twenty, and the other fevemecn Years of Age, 
bore the Name of Emperors, but the Imperial Power 
lodg’d folcly in Bajiims the Prcfidcnt, who, the bet¬ 
ter to preferve himfelf in the Authority he had fo long 
enjoy’d, recall’d Tbcovbania, the young Princes Mo¬ 
ther, who had been bamfh’d by Zim’jces-j by which 

A& he confirm'd himfelf in the good Opinion of the 

Sons, and reconcil’d himfelf to the Mother, whohad 
before been highly offended at him. 

A. D. The beginning of this Reign was attended with 
SijS. extraordinary Commotions in the State, occafion’d 

chiefly by the Minority of the two Princes, and the 
over great Jealoufic of the Prime Minifter, who, to 
prevent any Ufurpations that might arife, took care 
firft toreftrain the almolf unlimitted Power of Bardas 
Sclerus. Selcrus his great Command in the Army, and 
his Interelf in theSoldicis, among whom he had been 
bred up from his Youth, had encourag’d him to fome 
ambitious Attempts in the late Reign, for which be 

nar* 
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narrowly cfcap’d the Lofs of his Eyes. Zimifees , be¬ 
ing a Prince of a forgiving Temper, reftor’d him in 
a ihort Time to his Favour, and left him at his Death 
Commander in Chief of all the Forces in the Eaft, 
which gave him an Opportunity of inclining the Sol¬ 
diers to whatever Defigns it was his Inrereft to pro¬ 
mote. Upon thefe Confederations Bajilius took from 
him his Command in the Eaft, and lent him Gover¬ 
nor into Mejopotamia , with Orders to reftrain the In- 

curfions of the Saracens. Sclents at firft difputed thefe 

Orders, and broke out into bitter Inve&ives againft 
Bajilius , who, unmov’d at his Reproaches, threaten’d 
to ftrip him of all his Employments, and confine him 
to his own Houfe, unlefs he inftantly obey’d. Here¬ 
upon he thought it prudent to depart into the Pro¬ 
vince that had been affign’d him, carrying with him 
a fix’d Refolution of revenging himfelf upon the 

Prime Minifter with the firft Opportunity, and afi> 
ferting his own Right. Accordingly he acquainted 
the Chief Officers of the Army with his Defign, who 
either out of Hatred to Bajilius , or knowing that all 
the Soldiers were at Sclerus his Devotion, promis’d 
faithfully to adhere to him, and advis’d him openly 
to declare againft the Government, and fee up for 
himfelf. Romanus , the Son of Sclerus , was at that 
Time in Constantinople y fo that he dar’d attempt no¬ 
thing ’till he had recover’d him from thence} which 
being done in a fhort Time after, he then openly af^®^ eru * 0 ’*. 
fum’d the Habit, and was faluted Emperor by thc^ J ‘ 
whole Army. 

The better to maintain himfelf in his ufurp’d Au¬ 
thority he feiz’d on the publick Revenues, and rais’d 
large Contributions from fuch as were rich and able 
to pay him. By this means he collected immenfe 
Sums of Money, which enabled him to fupport the 
Charge of the War, and fecur’d the Fricndfhipof the 
Saracens his Neighbours, who, obferving the promi- 
fing Face of his Affairs, enter’d into a Treaty fw&h 
him, which was ftrengthen’d by clofer Alliances of 

I 3 Mar- 
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Marriage, by Virtue of which he receiv’d from ’em 

great Supplies of Money and Horfe. With thefe 
Preparations he fet forward, in the beginning of 
Spring, towards Conftantuioplc, to the great Terror 
and Gonfternation of thofe who were well-affe&ed 
to the prelent Government, and dreaded the Confe* 
quences of an Innovation. All Means were try’d to 
divert the impending Storm r Bafilius fent Orders to 
Peter, who had lucceeded Sclerus in the Command of 
the Eaft, to raife all the Forces he could, and mu* 


C*fare 


At the fame Time 


Syncellus , Bifhop of Nicomedia , was lent 
his prevailing Eloquence, for which he 


was 


highly 


efteem’d, he could perfuade Bardas to quit his unjilft 
Pretenfions, and fubmit to the Government. 
Ulurper, 


1'he 


adorn’d with the Imperial Ornaments, 
heard him with Patience, but anfwer’d him in (hort, 
That having once worn the Purple he would nehcer quit 


w 

Emperor , and 


the lawful 


fubmit 
oppofe 


As foon as the Court had receiv’d this Anfwcr, Peter 
was order’d to fccure all the Paflag'.-s, and make the 
beft Defence he could if he fhould be attack’d, but 
by no means to begin the War himfelf. Hereupon 
he polled Parties in all the PafTes, which Sclerus en¬ 
deavour’d by llight Skirmifhes to gain, but to no pur- 
pnfe, ’tiii at length, after fever.il Marches and Coun¬ 
termarches, they came to encamp one againft theo- 
ther; Scleru. fate (fill for fome Time, and feem’d 
dedrous to decline fighting, ’till iome of his Friends 
reprefented to him how dangerous Delays would 
prove to him,and hew much he would fuffer in his 
Reputation, unleis he enter’d immediately upon A- 
ction. Awaken’d by thefe Remonftrances he imme¬ 
diately d.ibdg’d, and march’d into Cappadocia , whi¬ 
ther Peter follow'd him Night and Day, and at lift 
came dole up to him. Here both the Generals dif- 

cover’d the fame Averfenefs to fighting as they had 

done 
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done before, endeavouring to circumvent each o- 

ther by Stratagems, in which Sclertis mov'd the better 
Mailer. One Day he order’d Provisions to be pre¬ 
par’d with a more fuperficial Care than ufual, as if 
the whole Army was going to take a Refrefhmenr, 
tho’ at the fame Time he order’d all his Men to 
ftand to their Arms, and be ready for the Word. This 

being obferv’d by Peter, who, for the moft part, had 
been upon the Defenfive, he concluded there would 
be no Engagement that Day, and therefore order’d 
bis Soldiers to fill their Bellies, and take their Ea{e. 

Whilft they were thus employ’d Sclerus fell upon ’em 
in a regular Order, and tho’ fuch of ’em as could 
take to their Arms made a refolutc Refiftance, yet in 
the end they were overpower’d and put to Flight. 

Sclerus took their Camp, and all their Baggage, in ScI?rus 
which he found much Treafure. This Succefs feem’d, 
in a great meafure, to confirm Sclerus in his ufurp’d ' 
Authority; for many Perfons of great Reputation in 
the Army, and Intereft in the Provinces, renounc’d 
their Allegiance, and declar’d for him : The Inhabi¬ 
tants of Attala laid hold of Michael Curticas , the Em¬ 
peror’s Admiral, and carry’d the Fleet over to Sclerus , 

who order’d ’em to make War with it againft the 
CibyrraoAt. 

When the News of this Defeat was brought to Con¬ 
stantinople , it was entertain’d there with thegreateft 
Conlternation imaginable. Leo was chofn to a£fc / 
with an unlimited Authority againft Sclerus , like the 
Di&ators of old under the Common-wealth } and 
John, a Patrician, a Man of great Eloqu-nce and Ex¬ 
perience, was join’d in the Commiffion with him to 
counlel and aflift him. Leo , having join’d Peter in 
Phrygia, try’d firft, by gentle Means a: J fair Promi- 
fes, to draw the Ufurper’s Adherents off from him ; 
but when he found all his Attempts that way were 
ineffectual, he broke up fuddenly, and march’d wi'h 
gteat Expedition towards the Eaft ; at which Selects 
wd his nfibciaces were exceedingly peiplex’d, be- 

I 4 cauie 
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incommode him, 


caufe all the Treafure, and moft of their Relations 
had been left in thofe Parts; the Consideration of 
which wrought fo wonderfully upon fome of the 
Principal among ’em, that they left theUfurper, and 
fled over to Leo. Sclerus found himfelf fo weaken’d 
by fuch an unexpe&ed Defe&ion, that he began to 
defpair of Succels, and grew fearful left all his For¬ 
ces would, by degrees, draw off and difperfe thei 

felves. The only Remedy left in fuch a Conjun&urc, 

was to fend a Body of Men, under the Command of 
fuch Officers as he could entirely confide in, who 
ihou'd endeavour to ftop Leo's Progrefs. They were 
order’d to intercept the Provifions for the Army, and 
by repeated Alarms, and fudden Onfets, continually 

but by no means fuffer it to be 
brought to a general Engagement. They for fome 
time carefully oblerv’d their Orders, but were at laft 
forc'd to ve nture a f t B :rcl. For the Soldiershear¬ 
ing the Saracens of Lerrbtea were fbortly to pafs bet 
tween both .irmi s, with the annual Tribute, intheir 
way to Confiamir.'ple , would not be reftrain’d; but, 
knowing they wh > were ftrongeft in the Field would, 
in all prrbab.hcy, be Matters of that Treafure, they 
fell on with an intemperate Heat, whereupon a ge¬ 
neral Engagement follow’d, in which Leo had the 
Advantage. Many of Sclerus his Men were flain, c- 
fpecially of the Armenians, to whom no Quarter would 
be allow’d, becaufe they were the firft that had re¬ 
volted to him. But Leo with much Caution and 

declin’d fighting ; for he knew, and 

found by Experience, that his Strength encreas’d dai¬ 
ly by the Acceffion of fuch, who, in that melanr 
cboly Condition of his Affairs, deferted the Ufurper. 
Had he perfifted in that Refolution, he had, in all 
probability, put an end to the War at once ; but he 
had fome Hot-headed Vainglorious young Men in 

his A: my, who condemn’d him of too much Diffi- 


to 

Difcretion 


dence, and never gave over ’till they had perfuaded 

him, conn a'y to his former Intentions, and much a- 

gainft 
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gain ft his W ill to engage. Sclerus had much the Ad¬ 
vantage of Leo in his Cavalry, which, being plac’d 
at each Wing of his Army, made their Enemies give 
Ground at the fidt Onfet, which occafion’d a total 
Defeat. The A&ion was very hot for the time it*«/£r«- 
lafted *, on Leo' s fide, John his Coadjutor, and Peter, f rotas 
and fevcral other Perfons of eminent Quality, were^’*,^*' 
{lain : Leo himfclf was taken Prifoner, together with w,! ' i, * 
a great many more of diftingoilh’d Rank in the Ar¬ 
my. This remarkable Vi&ory was obtain’d with lit¬ 
tle or no Lofs on the fide of Sclems, who digg’d out 
the Eyes of fomc of his Prifoners at the Head of his 


Army 


becaufe, in Breach of their Oaths to him, 

Leo and fome others he 


they had fallen off to Leo. 
treated with more Humanity, and only kept ’em in 
an Honourable Reftraint. 

Tho’ the Ufurper feem’d, by this laft Advantage, 
to have the whole Empire at his Devotion, and 
thought bimfelf by this Time above all Competition, 
yet Bafilius the Prefident omitted nothing of his ufual 
Care for the Safety of the Empire, and Prefervation 
of the Princes. Obferving what Mifchief Sclerus his 
Ships did at Sea, that having wafted all the Hlands 
in xhcHeUefpont they threaten’d Abydos , which would 
bring Conflaminople it felf into roanifeft Danger, he 
fitted out a ftrong Fleet, with which TbeodorusCarets - 
terns , a Patrician, who commanded it, engag’d the 
Enemy at Pbocaa, and deitroy’d or took molt of their 
Veflels, by which means the Seas were clear’d, and 
the Coafts fecur’d. At the fame Time Bafilius re¬ 
cruited his LandrForces, and finding the Ufurper 
had a DeGgn upon Nice, the Metropolis of Bitbynia , he 
lent away Manuel Eroticus with a good Body of Forces 
to command in it. Sclerus , being animated by his late 
Succefs, fell with great Violence upon the Place, 
thinking to carry it with little or no Oppofition j but 
met with fo vigorous a Repulfe, that he thought it 
the fafeft and moft effe&ual way to ftarve him out. 
Manuel, who was fenfible of the great Neceflities to 

which 
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which the Inhabitants and Garrifon muft in time be 
reduc’d, fill’d the empty Granaries of the City with 
Sand, over which he ltrow’d what Corn was left, fo 
thick, that the Sand could not be difeover’d by an 
incurious Eve. Having itor’d the Granaries in this 
manner, he lhow'a ’em to feme Pnfoners he had ta¬ 
ken, to whom he reprefented how difficult a thing it 

Would be for Sclerus to force a Place by Famine, that 

with fo much Plenty He 


was 


added, 


Hi takes 

Nice- 


proviaec 

that confidering the doubtful Events of War, he was 
willing to furrender the i own upon certain Condi¬ 
tions* fome of which were, That the Garrifon might 
have leave to depart with their Arms and Baggage, 
and pals unmolested to Corfiantmople. Sclerus embrac’d 
the Propofal with a ready Confcnt, and fo became 
Maftcr of Nice by a Compliance, of which he was 
afterwards atham’d. However, this Progrefs of his 


Ar 


h 


I ' 

Bafilius , the Prefident, being 


which began to extend themfelves on every 
fide, added much to the Reputation of his Caufe, 

and confirm’d his Party. He now threaten’d to march 

* 

to Confiantinople it iclf, where fcveral that fecretly 

wifh’d him well, expected him with great Impati¬ 
ence, and were prepar’d to declare openly for him at 
his firft Appearance. 

fenfible of the Danger, and with what an experienc’d, 

as well as powerful, Enemy he had to contend, recall'd 

Fhocas at-Bardis Phocas from Exile, and made him General of 

eJrjGene 'the VVaragainrt Sclerus , thinking him the only Man 

in the Empire able to contend with him. Phocas , 
having receiv’d full Inftru&ions, got wiih great Expe¬ 
dition to Cttfkrea, where Eiiaathius Maienius, and Mi¬ 
chael Burtzas , who had hitherto adher’d to Sclerus , 
being inform'd of Phocas his Arrival, quitted the U- 
furper, and came to join with Phocas-, who, having 
mufter’d all the Forces he could collect-at C^farea, 
march'd on to Amorium , whirher he was immediately 
follow’d by Sclerus , who thought it now no time to 
be idle, having to contend with fo celebrated an E* 

Here it appear’d evident, that neither the 


r a! agahsji 


nemy 


Courage 
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Courage, Reputation, or Experience of a General, 
can int'ufe a generous Refoiution into the Minds of 
thofe whom former Defeats have difpirited; for both 
Armies coming to an Engagement, Phocas his Forces ^ ■ 
were defeated, and driven out of the Field j tho’ i ntemtaby 
this, and another Engagement that follow’d foon af-Sclerus, 
ter, in which he was again worded, Phocas difcharg’d 
all the Offices of a valiant Soldier, and experienc’d 
Commander. 

Thefe two Aftions had conGderably impair’d Pho - 
cm his Army, which therefore he took care to recruit, 
whillt Sclerus went to encamp on a large Plain call’d 
Pancalea, lying upon the River Halys in Cappadocia. 

Phocas, having obtain’d Supplies out of Iberia and o- 
thcr Places, march’d in queft of his Enemy, to whom, 

as foon as he had found him, he offer’d Battel a third 
Time, which at the beginning inclin’d, as it had done 
in the former Engagements, and declar’d for Sclerus. 

Phocas, affiam’d to be thus ignominioufly beaten thrice 
together, having obferv’d Sclerus at the Head of his 
Troops, ran with great Fury upon him, and refolv’d 
to conquer or perilh. Sclerus , aware of his Defign, 
gave the firft ftroke directed at his Adverfary’s Head, 
which miffing, he cut off one of his Horfe’s Ears, 
whilft Phocas direfted his Sword with a more fteady 
Hand, and give him fuch a Wound that he funk down 
upon hi' Horfe’s Neck, and Phocas rode up to a Hill 
with a Defign to reftrain the Flight of his Soldiers, 
who were by this Time all in Confufion. Sclerus his 
Servants concluding, that notwithstanding this defpe- 
rate Attempt of Phocas , both he and his Caufe were 
abfolutely loft, conducted their fainting Mafter to a 
fountain, there to refrefh him and wafh his Wound j 
and cither forgetting, or having never heard what 
had formes ly happen’d upon the like Occafion, fuffer’d 
hii H'mfe, whofe Mane was all bloody, to run in a- 
nmng the Soldiers, who immediately concluding the 
C'n'-ra! \ 7l s fain, quitted the Purfuit, and fled away 
thcmleives with fo tnuchhalte, that many of them fell 

down 
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down vaft Precipices, and other* took the River, 
wherein they were drown’d which fatal Miftake 
turn’d the Fortune of the Day, and gave the Vi&ory 
to Pbocas. So cautious ought Men to be in all the! 
Circumftances of Life, more efpecially in the Field 
of Battel, where Courage is aeceflary, but Prcfump. 

tion dangerous. 

This unexpe&ed, but deciGve Vi&ory, entirely 
broke the Party of Sclerus, who efcap’d with a few to 
Martyropolis, and from thence to Babylon , where he 
implor’d the Friendlhip and Affiftance of Cbefrots , 
Sultan of the Place. The Emperor Bajilius , being in- 
form’d of Pbocas his Succefs, and that Sclerus washed 
to Babylon, fent his Ambaflador* to Cbcfroes, who rc- 
prefented to him of what dangerous Confcquence it 
would be for a Prince to favour and protea: thofe 
whom Difloyalty and Rebellion had driven from 
home. At the fame time he fent Letters to Sclerus , 
and thofe that were with him, in which he offer’d 
’em a full Pardon for what was pafs’d, if they wouid 
renounce their PretenGons and return home. Of this 


Ribylon ^ Cbofroes being inform’d, he was enrag’d at the double 
uf I] Fr{- E rr » n d of the Ambafladors, and clapp’d both them 
(m. and Sclerus in Prifon, from whence we fhall fee For¬ 
tune will, in a fhort time, releafe him to create new 


Difturbances in the Empire. 

Thus was this firft Civil War fortunately fupprefs’d 
at the Expence of much Blood and Trcafurcj and 
Bafilius the Emperor, who, during Sclerus his Rebelli¬ 
on, had receiv’d fufficient Provocations from the reft- 


lefs Spirits of the Bulgarians , thought himfelf now at 
leifure to chaftife ’em. Hitherto hardly any thing, 
relating either to Peace or War, had been underta¬ 
ken without the Knowledge and Approbation of the 
PreGdem j but now the Emperor began to reflect up¬ 
on his own Power, and judg’d himfelf capable to 
manage this War without his IntcrpoGtion, and fo 
refolv’d to march in Peifon againft ’em. This was 

undertaken with the Participation of a very few) 

neither 
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neither Pbocas the General, nor any of the other 
Captains in the Eaft, being acquainted with it. TheBafilins 
Emperor enter’d Bulgaria thro' the Country lying tht 
near Rhodoptes , and the River Eurus, leaving Leo Me- 
hjftntts to fecure the Straits behind him, whilft he pre¬ 
par’d to lay Siege to Sardica. This Expedition had 
in all probability fucceedcd according to his Defire 
and Expectation, had not Tome unhappy Divifionsbe- 
rween his chief Officers fruftrated his Dcfigns. As 
he was vigoroufly preparing for the Siege, Stephen, 
the Commander of the Weltern Forces, and profefs’d 
Enemy to Leo Meliffenus , came to him in the dead of 
Night, which added to the Horror of what he was to 
unfold, and earncttly conjur’d him to lay all other 
Defigns whatfoever afide, and break up immediately 
for Conft antinopit) becaufe Leo intended to ufurp the 
Imperial Authority, and was accordingly marching 
with all Expedition to the City. This was urg’d by 
Stephen with fo plaufible an Air, that the young Em¬ 
peror, who, befides the Danger he apprehended from 
a Competitor in the State, was afraid leaft Melijfe- 
m having deferred his Port, he might be intercepted 
in his Retreat, in a great Fright gave Orders for the 
Army to march j which Samuel , the Prince of the 
Bulgarians , obferving, he watch’d his Opportunity, 
and fell upon ’em as they were making a diforderly 
Retreat, and turn’d it into a fhameful Flight. The 
Emperor efcap’d with great Difficulty to Pbiiippopolis , 
where he found Leo carefully attending his Duty at 
the Station had been nffign’d him, which made him tut returns 
fenfible how infolently he had been affronted and v ' l/} 
abus’d, how infamous and ridiculous this Expedition n0Mr ‘ 
would appear, and how much Stephen had deferv’d 
to be punilh’d by him. Stephen's invincible Hatred 
to Leo made him with great Confidence defend 
what he had done, which provok’d the Emperor to 
Rap from his Seat, and carching faft hold of him 
bv his Locks and Beard to drag him down to the 
Ground. So dangerous is it for Princes to make 

Choice 
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Choice of Rich for their Minifters, who being itnplj. 
cable Enemies to each other, are not like to unite in 
their Councils for the Service of their Mafter: F<* 
few Men are found fo good Patriots as to facrifice 
their private Intereft. Pride, orRevenge, tothegood 
of the Publick. 

A.D. This Bulgarian Expedition was not more ill con- 

cerced in the Beginning, or ignominious in the Con. 
clufion, than it was mifehievous in its Confcquenccs, 
Pbocas the General was highly affronted, for that tht 
Emperor fhould dare to undertake a Thing fo confi- 
derable without his Participation, and judg’d that 
being a young and vigorous Prince, he would aft for 
the future without any regard had to his Councilor 
Authority. Thcfe Suggeftions he endeavour’d to in- 
finuate into the other General Officers of the Array, 
and they very readily entertain’d ’em: So that meet¬ 
ing at the Houfe of Euflatblus Malenius , a proud fadi- 
ous Man, they unanimoufly proclaim d Phocas Empe- 
fnclvTid rov i arK ^ mvciled him with the Imperial Ornaments, 
zmrrcr iy At the fame time that the Court receiv’d News ofthis 

Revolt, Advice was brought that Sclerus , being deli- 
tnUr ‘ tJ - ver’d out of Prifon, was returning into the Empire, 

They who were well affected to the Emperors, Baft- 
Jins and Conjlantir.c , judg'd this a favourable Conjun¬ 
cture, fince it was eafier to fupprefs two Pretenders 
than oppofe one. 

Sclerus ow’d his Rcleafe to the Dangers which at 
that Time threaten’d the Saracen State. The Per funs , 


who had by degrees been fubdu’d, and were entirely 
Slaves to that Nation, obferving the Imprudence and 
Ina&ivity of Ckofroes their prclent Sultan, bore the 
Yoke with much Reluctancy; watching therefore 
their Opportunity they arofe fuddenly, and mafia- 
cred all the Saracens they met. Chofroes made the bell 
Defence he was able againft fo fudden and dangerous 
an InlurrecHon, but was fo often defeated by ’era, 
that at length the very Name of a Pe>fian founded ter¬ 
rible to the Ears of a Saracen. In this Extremity be 

cad 
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caft his Eyes upon the Romans his Prifonersj he confv- 
dcr’d ’em as unfortunate Heroes, who had deforv’d « 
better Face than what they endur’d } that if Sckrns had 
not been a Man of Worth, Conduct, and Prudence,’ hd 
never had been able to raife fo confidcrable a Party in 
the Empire, and difpute the Imperial Title with thd 
Emperor himfelf. Uponthcfe Confederations hecon- 
i'ented to releafe him, provided he would undertaka 
the War againft the Perfians. Si let us at firft declin’d 
the Imploymenr, but being highly encourag’d by 
Cbofroes , who promis’d him extraordinary Advantage*, 
he cheerfully engag’d himfelf in it, but refuting to 
command any of Lhofroes's own Subje&s in the Ser¬ 
vice, he perfuaded him to open all the Prifons, and 
arm the Captive Romans , who, making a Body of a- 
bout three thoufand Men, fell fuddenly on the Perji- 
MS) who being unus’d to their manner of Fighting, 
and over-power’d with their Courage, receiv’d a to¬ 
tal Defeat. Sclerus , finding himfelf at the Head of fo 
gallant a Body of Men, thought himfelf once more in 
a Capacity of renewing his former Pretenfions, and 
therefore having put an end totht Perfian Waralmoft 
as foon as undertaken, he return’d with his vi&orious 
Army into the Territories of the Empire j whether 
with Chufroes 's Confent, or againft it, or rather after 
his Death, as it is very uncertain, fo is it not worthy 
our Confederation. Being enter’d into the Domini- Scleru? n- 
ons of the Empire, he was inform’d of Pbocas bisU- t/>rni ,nt9 
furpation, which in a great Meafureblafted his Hopes, 
and feem’d very prejudicial to the prefent Pofture of 
his Affairs > for he found himfelf unable to oppofe 
both, nor did he judge it fafe or honourable for him 
to join himfelf with cither. At length he refolv’dto 
carry himfelf as fair as he could with both, and fo in¬ 
gratiate himfelf with one, that the other fhould think 
he had no Rcafon to be offended ; and therefore the 
hnaeTime that he fent to Phocas , and offer’d toaflift 
him in the Suppreffion of Bafelius , and (hare the Em¬ 
pire with him, his Son Romanes left him by his own 

Confent, 
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Confent, and under the Pretence of a Revolt went to 

Bafilius at Ctnfantinople. By this means, if Pbocas pre¬ 
vail'd, the Father thought he fhould have Intcrefte. 
nough to procure the Son’s Peace} and, ifBafiltushii 
the better, he hop’d his Son would be able to obtain 
bis Pardon from the Emperor. Some Time before 
Romanus his Arrival, Bafiiius the Prefident was fallen 
into Difgrace, for the Emperor thought himfclf old 
enough to govern without a Director, and the Prefi- 

deftt thought bo had a juft Right to the Management, 

and made ufe of all the Artifices an old Courtier is 
capable of to continue himfelf in it. But Bafiiius wai 
firmly refolv’d totally to fhake him off, and confin’d 
him fir ft to his own Houfe, where, when he found 
the leftlefs old Man was forming new Defigns, he 
Gripp’d him of all his vaft Eftate at once, at which he 
was fo fenfibly affl &ed that he dy’dlhortly after. Im¬ 
mediately upon this Romanus arriv’d, and the Emperor 
knowing him ro be a prudent Man, and experienc’d 
Soldier, took him into his Favour, and preferr’d him 
to Employments of the higheft Importance. 

Tho’ Bafiiius receiv’d Romanus with a generous 
Confidence, and made him his chief Favourite, the 
crafty Pbocas behav’d himfelf with moreCircumfpe&i* 
on to Sclerus. At firft he enter’d into a very formal 
Agreement with him, and pretended the Empire 
fbould be divided between ’em: Sclerus was to have 

for his Share sfr.tiocb, Phoenicia , Palefline , Ccelofyrk , 
Mtfcpctamia and Egypt ; and Conjiantmople , with the 
reft of the Provinces, was allotted to Pbocas. This 
Agreement was ratify’d and confirm’d by Oaths on 
both fides, after which Sclerus made no difficulty of 
joining his Forces with thefe of Bardas \ and in Cap • 
padocia a Council of War was held how to proceed 
with the beft Advantage. Pbocas , having by thefe 
means drawn the old Man into a fenfclefs Security, 
watch’d his Opportunity, and then feiz-’d upon him, 
Gripp’d him of his Imperial Ornaments, and com* 
muted him to Cuftodyj after which he found it no 

difficult 
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difficult Matter to prevail with his Troops to fight 
under him. By this time he thought he had fumci- 
endy fecur’d his own Intereft, and therefore fent Ca- 
locyrus Dclphinus with part of his Army ro Chryfopolis , 
whilft he remov’d with the reft to Abydos , intending 
to block up Cottfiantinople. Upon the firft Notice 
of thefe Motions, Bafilius the Emperor fent Cyriacus 
his Admiral for the Defence of Abydos, and he 
himfelf parting over the Straits by Night, fell 
fuddenly upon Delpbinus , and routed him. Delphinus 
was taken Prifoner, with feveral others of great Note 
in the Army, who were all inftantly nail’d up to feve¬ 
ral Ports, as an Example of Terror to the reft. Pbocas 
met with a greater Refiftance than he expe&ed at 
Abydos, the Inhabitants of which Place were very 
much ftrengthen’d and encourag’d by the Arrival of 
the Imperial Fleet, which in a fhort time was fol¬ 
low’d by the Emperor Conftantine , as he was immedi¬ 


ately after by his Brother Bafilius. 
Cont' mpt of the young Princes 


Phocas , either in 
or for that he 


thought it the fafeft way to fight before any more 
Forces could arrive to fupport ’em, left part of his 
Army to continue the Siege, and with the refldue 


Asheobferv’d Baft - 

and 


offer’d Battel to the Emperors. 

bus riding up and down to view his Troops, 
encourage his Men, he prepar’d to fingle him out in 
the beginning of the Battel, and by his Death put art 
End to the Quarrel at once* for he look’d on Con- 
fiantine as a weak intemperate Prince, who, if his 
Brother fhould be remov’d, would never be able to 
make Head againft him. Accordingly he made to- fi fy 
wards him with all his Force, but Death flopp’d him 
in the midft of his Career. The manner of it is dif- w ^ Jits cf 
frrently related : Some report his Horfe threw hita^oipm: 
others that fome of the Emperor’s Party gave him a 
Mortal Wound in his Paflagcj and the Emperor Con- 
font ine affirm’d, that he flew him with his own Hand $ 

But the molt receiv’d Opinion is, that he was poi- 
E>n’d by one Simeon , a Servant, in whom he repos’d 
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an entire Trull, and that it was done at the Inftiga- 
tion of Eafdius. However it was, i he Death of Pho- 
cas purchas’d the Emperors an eafte and compkac 
Viftoryj for it was no fooner fpread ..broad in the 
Army, but his Men fled in all the Diforder imagi¬ 
nable. Mod of the Principal among the Rebels were 
taken, and punifh’d according :o their Defertsj foroe 
fav’d themfelves by a voluntary Exile, and others, who 
had been the lead afti>e, were pardon’d. 

However there were dill fomc remaining who pre- 
ferv’d the Spirit of the Party after the Death of their 
Leader > thefe Men got Sclerus to be fee at Liberty, 
and encourag’d him to puifuehis Title, and valiant¬ 
ly afTert his Right. Bajtlius i who had flatter’d himfelf 
that the Death of Phocas would put an end to the Ci¬ 
vil Wars, obferv’d a new Cloud gathering againft 
him, which hung with a direful Afpeft over the State. 
Before he thought fit to make ufe of violent means, 
he endeavour’d to reduce him by friendly Exporta¬ 
tions, and reprefented to him how unworthy it was for 
a Man of his Age and Profejfon to embroil the Empire with 
Bloody he promis'd an Indemnity for what was pa ft, and hit 
Favour and Protection for the future. T o thefe Remon- 
(trances Romanus added his earned Perfuafionsi here- 
prerented to his Father how well he had been receiv'd at 


Court , 
merits ; that he 


promife himfelf the highefl Preft 
w old, and bad not Forces fujfiaenl 

to obtain bis Ends j and that it would therefore more become 

bim to enjoy the few Days he had yet in jiore in Honour , 
Peace and Tranquility. By thefe Perfuafions Sclerus was 
induc’d to lay down his Pretenfions. An Aft of In¬ 
demnity was pafs’d, and Sclerus being declar’d great 
Steward of the Houfhold, was introduc’d to the Em¬ 
peror, who could hardly reftrain himfelf from laugh¬ 
ing when he beheld him, of whom he had been for 


much 
Man 


He 


was an 


exceed 


mefticks, who were forc’d to lead him by reafon of 


his great Age and Corpulency. 


The Emperor re¬ 
ceiv'd 



Chap. II. LXXXV. Bafil. II. Court. VII. 151 

ceiv’d him with great Civility, made him cat with him 
at his own Table, confirm’d him in his Office of great 
Steward, and fuffier’d fuch of his Followers as had 
enjoy’d any Offices of Honour and Profit under him, 
to be continu’d in ’em, or preferr’d to others of equal 
Value and Authority. 

Baftlius having by this Agreement put an end to 
the Civil Wars, and fecur’d himfelf from any farther 
Ufurpations, confulted how he might belt reftrainj 5 ?^* 
and chaftife the turbulenc and unconquer’d Spirit of 
the Bulgarians , and fuch others who having form’d Bulgart- 
themfelves into a League with their Neighbours, hadans. 
taken their Advantage during the late Troubles, and 
infelted the Borders of the Empire. He firft took a 

Progrels into 'Thrace and Macedonia , and having left a 
ftrong Party at Thejfalonica co reftrain the Inroads of 
Samuel , the King of Bulgaria^ he Ihortly after march’d 
into Iberia , and from thence into Phoenicia , receiving 
Hoftages from the Saracens of thole Parts for their 
quiet Behaviour for the future. In his Paflage thro’ 
Cappadocia , Eufiatbius Melenusj a Commander in thofe 
Pam, entertain’d him and his whole Army) with 
which expenfive Hofpitality the Emperor feem’d out¬ 
wardly to be very much pleas’d, but was inwardly 
concern’d to find any one Subje&fllould be Mailer of 
fo much Wealth, which could enable him to Ihake and 
endanger the Peace of the Empire. For this Rcafon, 
under a fpecious Pretext of a peculiar Elleemfor him, 
he took him with him to Conflantinople , from whence 
he would never after fuffer him to return, but after his 
Death feiz’d on his vail Ellate. A juft Caution to thofe 
who endeavour to grow too wealthy and powerful 
for Subjects, by which means they generally become 
the Object of their Prince’s Jealoufie, and frequent¬ 
ly of his Indignation. 

Samuel hearing of the Garrifon Bajilitts had left in 
Tuffalonica, and being fenfible how much the Pofief- 
fjon of that Place would conduce to the Conqueft of 
the whole Country, at which he'aim'd, he plac’d'part 
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of his Army in ambufh at a convenient diftance from 
the Town, and order’d the reft to face it. The Gover¬ 
nor was lb far deluded by this Device, that hefenthis 
Son out againft him, who, being eafily drawn into the 
Snare, was taken Prifoner, and his Father (lain, as he 
was fallying out to his Aftiftance. Immediately upon 
this Ti:eJ]'alonica fell into the Hands of Samuel , who 
grew inlolcnt upon his Succefs* and crofting the Ri¬ 
ver Pcucns made Inroads into The fj'alygBueotia, Attica, and 
the very Heart of Pe!cpot:ue r us Nicepborus Uranus, the 
Commander in chief of the Wellern Forces, wasfent 
vitb a ftrong Army againft him. Uranus obferving 
the Difpcfttion of Samuel's Forces, left his Baggage at 

j and having bv long Marches pafs’d the Phar- 
tPlains, and the River Apidanus, he encamp’d his 
wh ole Army on the Banks of Spcrcbeius , diredtly oppo- 
fire to Samuel. The River was at that time fwolnfo 
h’gh with the great Rains, that Samuel thought it im- 

p'Mubie for the Remans to pafs it, and therefore lay with 
the greater Security on t’other fide. But Uranus , af¬ 
ter a long Search, found out a Ford, and pafiing theRi- 
ver in the dead of Night, fell with great fury upon 
the Bulgarians as thev lay aflccp, and made great Ha- 
vock among ’em. Samuel and his Son were both dan- 
geroufly wounded, and had unavoidably been taken 
had they not lurk’d that Day among the Slain5 the 
Night following they ftole away to the Mountainsof 
A'jolia , and from thence they efcap’d with much dif¬ 
ficulty into Bulgaria , where Samuel was forc'd to mar¬ 
ry the Captive Son of the late Governor of ’Tbeffaloni- 
ca to his only Daughter, who was fo defperately in 
Love with him, that fhe declar'd fhe would deflroy 

her felf unlefs her Father would permit hertobemar- 
ry'd :c him. The Nuptial Solemnity being over, his 
r.cw Sm-in-Liw vs? lent to reftde with his Wife at 
D.m a:k:um, of which Place Samuel appointed him Go¬ 
vernor: Cut he had not been long there before he 
found an Opportunity of returning to Conjlanlinoplc , 
where both he and his With, who readily attended 

him 
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him thither, were honourably receiv’d, and preferr’d 

by the Emperor. 

After this Samuel 's Affairs continu’d to be inadecli- A. D. 
ning Condition’till his Death, and the Emperor gain’d > 0 oi! 
fome confiderable Advantages in every Expedition he tin Suc- 
undertook againft him. He took Vidina from him by "/'• 
Storm} and having routed his Army, which lay with 
great Careleflnefs upon the Banks of the River AxiuSy 
he had the City Scopiy one of the ftrongeft in thofe 

Parts, deliver’d up to him by Simeon the Governor, 
whom the Emperor rewarded with the Dignity of a 
Patrician. Samuel was fo far difpirited by thefe fre¬ 
quent Defeats, that he durft no more venture his For¬ 
tune in the open Field, but endeavour’d to circumvent 


Bafil 


and had cut him off with the 


greatcll part of his Forces in the Straits of Cimba Lon- 
gas, where he had plac’d a ftrong Guard, had not Ni- 
cepborus Xiphias , Governor of Philippopolis , with the 
Troops under his Command, gain’d a Hill, which lay 
towards the South, from whence he fell upon the E- 
nemy’s Rear, and gave Bafilius an eafie Entrance into 
the Straitsy immediately upon which the Bulgarians 
turn’d their Backs, and fled away in thegreatefi Con- 
fufion. Many of’em were kill’d in the Chace, and 
Samuel very narrowly efcap’d thro’ the Valour and 
Conduft of his Son, who, with much difficulty car- 
ry’d him off into theCaftleof/Vf/tf/wj, or Prailaba in 


Bafd 


pluck’4 


and to every hundred he aflign’d a Man who had one 
Eye left, who had Orders to condu& ’em to Samuel. 
Samuel being already broken with Age, and weary’d 
out by his Misfortunes, was not able to Hand the 
Shock of fo terrible a Spe&acle, but fell down in a 

Swoon} and tho’ thofe about him reltor’d him to him- 

Mf, by the helps of fome flrong Spirits, for the prc- 
fenr, yet he dy’d within two Days after. 


Smite!, no lefs than an entire Subjection of all Bulga- 


Bafil 
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ria, which he afterwards effe&ed, yet at firft he met 
with many Difficulties, and receiv'd great Oppofitioij 
from the Obdinacy of fome, and Perfidioufnefs of o* 
thers. Gabriel, the Son of Samuel, fucceeded his Fa¬ 
ther as Prince of the Country j but being a Man of a 
mean Capacity, though remarkable for his prodigious 
Strength, he was fhortiy after murder’d by the Pro¬ 
curement of John Bhaifiblaht aPerfon nearly related 
to him, and whofe Life he had formerly preferv’d. 
Baftiiui after his late ViClory, had purfu’d his Con- 
quells, and reduc’d feveral of the ftrong Cadies and for- 
tify’d Towns in the Country, in one of which he took 
fome of the Principal Men among the Bulgarians, whom 
he kept with him as Inflruments to facilitate his fu¬ 
ture Attynpts. Here he receiv’d Letters from John, 
in which he inform’d him, that Gabrielbcmg dead, the 
Bulgarian Kingdom was his, and promis’d to behave 
himfelf as the Emperor’s SubjeCl and Vaflal. Thefe 
Letters were follow’d fhortiy after with others from 
the Bulgarians , who own’d themfelves Subje&s to the 
Empire, and acknowledg’d a Submiffion accordingly. 
Bajilius receiv’d the Meflengers very gracioufly, and 

promis’d them his Favour and Protection > but being 
fhortiy after aflur’d, that John had engag’d for more 
than ever he intended to perform, he return’d the Year 
following into Bulgaria, and refolv’d never to give over 
’till he had entirely fubdu’d it. For having invaded it 
fo often in Perfon, he thought his Honour would ne¬ 
ver differ him to be at red ’till he had eflfe&ed a final 


7 re Bulga¬ 
rians r * to¬ 
me them* 
fillts to 
tb* 'Em*!- 


Conqueft of it. Tho’ the Emperor had mod of the 
drorg Holds of the Country in his Hands, and the 
Strength of the Bulgarian Army was broken in a great 
meafure by the late Wars, yet he found it a thing 
highly difficult to fubdue a People animated with the 
love of Liberty, which they maintain’d to the lad 
Gafp, and defended their Country as others do fingle 
Towns, lofing it by Piece-meal. But Jekn being 
{lain, after he had worn the Title of King and defen¬ 
ded it with great Valour for two Yearsand about five 

Months, 



Chap. II. LXXXV. Bafii. II Conft. VII. i; 5 

Months, the Bulgarians at laft fent their Deputies to 
the Emperor with Offers of a total and unfeigned 
Submiflion. Bafilius receiv’d ’em with his ufual Con- 
defcenfion, and conferr’d the Tide of Patrician on 
all thole that feem’d the moft forward to comply, 
and furrender’d up their Cattles to him. At Achridus , 
or Achris , one of the chief Cities of the Country, he 
was faluted with the general Acclamations of the 
People. There he feiz’d on the vaft Treafure of the 
Bulgarian Princes, among which were feveral rich 
Crowns adorn’d with Pearl, and a great quantity of 
Gold, which he diftributed as a Donative among 

his Soldiers. Shortly after this, being return’d 
to his Camp, the late King’s Widow, attended by 
three of her Sons, and fix Daughters, together with 
other Princes of the Blood, came tip to him, and did 
him Homage. She had three other Sons by John, 
who at firft fled up into the Mountains; but hearing 
how courteoufly the Emperor had receiv’d their Bre¬ 
thren, they voluntarily came down and fubmitted. 

There now remain’d but one Man in all the Coun¬ 
try capable of railing any Troubles, who had not fub¬ 
mitted to Bafilius: This was Iftatzes, a Man ally’d to 
the Royal Family, and one, who, during the late Wars, 
had given the World feveral Inftances of his great 
Courage and Conftancy. This Man refufing to fub- 
mit to Neceflity, or cothply with the prefent pofture 
of Affairs, feiz’d on a Mountain moft difficult of 
Acceis, where he refolv’d to defend himfelf to the laft 
extremity. This Obftinacy feem’d to put a dan¬ 
gerous ftop to the Progrefs of the Emperor’s Arms, 
and very much perplex’d him. He folicircd him 
earneftly by Letter, to confider how rafhly he had 
undertaken what in the end would draw inevitable 
Deftru&ion down upon his Head, and concluded 
with large Promifes of the mighty Advantages he had 
to expea: from his Submiflion. Ibatzes continuing 
unmov’d with all the Emperor could fuggeft, Etifta- 
thius Dapbnmehis , whom Bafilius had lately made 

K 4 * Governor 
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Ahfc. Governor of Achris , undertook a thing no lefs datv 

gerous in the Attempt, than extraordinary in the 

Execution. Ibatzes was known to have a particular 
regard for the Feaft of the Aftumption, to the Ce¬ 
lebration of which Strangers, as well as Neighbours, 
were invited ; and D aphnomelv.s , tho’ not invited, ven. 
tur'd to be one among ’em. Being difcover’d by the 
Sentinels, he declar’d openly who he was, anddefir’d 
’em to inform their Mafter that he was come to be his 
Guett at the Feftival. Ibatzes , furpriz’d at his Bold- 
nefs, who had thus unadvifedly thrown himfelf into 

an Enemy’s Hands, receiv’d him very kindly; and, 
Morning-Prayer being over, follow’d him, athisRe- 
queft, into a remote Place convenient for Daphnomeks 
hisDefign, where he pretended he had Matters ofthe 
highcft Importance to communicate to him. Here 
Daphnomelits , who had two Men attending at fome 
diftance, and with whom he had concerted the Mat¬ 
ter before, watch’d his Opportunity, and threw him 
fuddenly to the Ground; the fame Inftant his Men 
came up, and thrufting their Cloaths violently into 
his Mouth, forc’d both his Eyes out of his Head, 
When that was done they all three drew their Swords, 


id got into one or the highcft Chambers in the 
Caltie, being prepar’d for the worit that could befal 

As foon as the Fact was known great Multi¬ 
tudes ran with a lamentable Outcry to the Caftie, 
threat’ning the Villains, for fo they call’d ’em, with 
the cruellcii Death. Dapknomelus , having firft en¬ 
courag’d hi- Men to defend themfelves to the utmoft, 
and by the Motion of his Hand from the Window ob¬ 
tain’d Silence from the incens’d Mob, told’em, That 

v hat vs. is done proceeded not from any Ill-will to the Perfcn 
if Ibatzcs, but a jujl Regard to the Emperor's Orders, 
t ; ho had commanded him to do it ; That therefore they ought 
to confide!' him as no other than the Infirunient of the Em¬ 
peror's Pleasure, vsho had both the Power and the iVill to 


vindicate his own Authority, and icvetige whatever they 

■:.ii oc cadon to aft againjl him and his 


iti.i tnv.K 


hi uron it 


tVS9 
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^0 Servants-} That for their Parts they were refold'd to 
fell their Lives as dear as they could , and Jhould die with 
this Satisfaction, that being opprefs'd with Multitudes it 
^ould be uncertain, whether they Jhould receive more Ho¬ 
nour, or their Enemies Difgrace, in their Fall. The Mul¬ 
titude were fo affe&ed with a Speech fpoken with 
fuch Refolution, that the mod timorous among ’em 
wi thdrew immediately \ and a few that were wifer 
than the reft congratulated Daphmmelus upon hisSuc- 
cel's, and promis’d an implicit Obedience to the Em¬ 
peror for the future. Daphnomelus being thus deliver’d 
from the Danger that fo eminently threaten’d him, 
led Ibatzes off without any Oppofttion to Baftlius , 
who rewarded him with the Government of Dyrra- 
cbium, and all the rich Moveables of the Prifoner. 

Baftlius, having thus reduc’d Ibatzes, endeavour’d, A. D. 
in the belt manner he could, to compofe and fettle iot$. 
the diltrafted Affairs of that Country \ after which 
he return’d with his Prifoners, and feveral Hoftages, 
to Confl ant inople, where the People receiv’d him with 
a Joy and Satisfaction anfwerable to his Succefs. 

After theConclufion of this War, which took up a 
great part of this Emperor’s Reign, we meet with 

little memorable ’till his Death. The Narions ad- 

i 

joining to the Bulgarians , being lefs powerful, fol¬ 
low’d the fame Fate, and did Homage to the Em¬ 
peror. Some time before his Death, Xiphas , and 
Nicephorus the Son of Bar das Phocas , rais’d a Rebellion 
againlt him, taking the Advantage of the Emperor’s 
Abfence in an Expedition into Iberia ; But Baftlius, by 
his cunning Management, fo far wrought upon them, 
that Xiphas circumvented Nicephorus, and flew him, 
by that means putting a flop to a Rebellion to which 
he had firft given Life.Baftlius proceeded with great Se¬ 
verity againft all thofe that had engag’d themfelves in 
this Rebellion, fparing none who appear’d in the lead 
affe&ed to it. As he declin’d in Years he grew more 
jealous and rcmorfelefsj his great Succefs in his Wars 
made him arrogant and untra&able, and yet he was 

fear’d 
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fear’d and efteetn’d by his Subje&s, who had con. 
ceiv’d a mean Opinion of his Brother Conflanttnt^ upon 
the Account of his diffolute una&ive Life. Bafili 
notwithftanding his great Age, lov’d ftill to be at the 
Head of his Armies in A&ion ; and being inform’d 
that the Saracens in Sicily committed great Infolencics 
upon the Subje&s of the Empire, and infefted the 
Sea Coafls, he rais’d a powerful Army with an intent 

to reftrain and chaftife ’em. Accordingly hefenta 

fVrong Body of his Forces before, under the Con* 
ditft of Orejies his Favourite Eunuch, and intended 
to follow in Perfon fhortly after, but was pre¬ 
vented by Death in the Month of December , A.D. 
ioir, after he had liv’d feventy Years, and reign’d 
fifty. 

f 

This Emperor’s Reign was long, and full of Afti- 
on, throughout which he chofe rather to be fear’d 
than belov’d by his Subjefts. He affefted a great 
Command over his Paflions, which however very 
often got the Afcendant over him upon the fmalleft 
Provocations. Tho' from his Youth he was much 
addifted to the Wars, yet he took little or no care 
to ingratiate hitnfelf with the Soldiers, who notwith- 
/landing refpefted his Perfon, and obey’d him chear- 
fully. He had little or no Efteem for Learning, or 
learned Men, tho’ in other refpefts he frequently ap¬ 
pear’d defirous of Fame, and was often guilty of Often* 
tation. He took a great Delight in keeping his 
Coffers full, and had collefted vaft quantities of 
Pearls, and rich Jewels, with which he never ap¬ 
pear’d but upon great Feflivals, and when he gave 
Audience to Foreign Ambafladors. However, he 
was highly efteem’d by the generality of his Snbje&s 
for his diligent Application to publick Affairs, and his 
fortunate Succcfs in all his Undertakings. ’Tisniuch 
to his Reputation, that he at length effefted an abfo- 
hire Conqueft over the Bulgarians , which had for a 
Jong time been in vain attempted by fo many of his 
Predcctffors. EafJ'm dy’d in the fecond Year of Con- 
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rdc the Firft Emperor of Germany , and of John the 
Nineteenth Pope of Rome, and fixth of Ferdinand the 
Firft King of Cafiile. 



CHAP. ffl. 


A. D. 


From the ‘Death of Bafilius to the Reign of A- 
lexius Comnenus, in whofe Time the fFeJlern 
Chrifians undertook their Expedition into 
the Holy Land. 

Containing the Space of Fifty Six Tears. 

LT’HO' Confiantine had born the Name of Etn- 

1 peror in Conjun&ion with his Brother, and 101.6. 
might be thought, as well from his Age as Experi¬ 
ence, to be jultly qualify’d for that Supream Dignity, 
yet in every refpeA he behav’d himfelf altogether 
unworthy of it; and it too vifibly appear’d after Bafi~ 

Hus his Death, that it was happy for the Sure he did 
not die before. For Conftantint being a diffblutc, Conftan- 
vicious Prince in his own Nature, employ’d none* |ir ’ M *~. 
about him but Perfons as infamous as himfelf, pr 
ferring ’em to the moft confiderable Employments in 
the Government. Thefe Men, that they might an¬ 
swer the Ends for which they were advanc’d, op- 

prefs’d the Provinces, and burden’d the People, fo 
that the State may be faid to fuffer more under the 
Ihort Reign of this Emperor, than it had profper’d 
under thofe of Nicephoros , Zimifces and Bafilius , who 
had feverally contributed fo exceedingly to the 
Strength and Advancement of it. Befides, Confian- 
tw appear’d no lefs zealous in the Opprrtfion and 
Ruin of good and worthy Men, efpecially foch as 
he imagin’d had formerly been forward to difeover 
his vicious Practices to his Brother ; fo that a .Day 
hardly paft ’4 that was not made infamous by the 

Fal} 
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Fall of fomc Great Man, whofe Vircues were hi, 
only Crimes. Amongft the reft Nicepborus Comnanv, 
was as remarkable for his Difgrace as he was renown'd 
for his Virtue. Nicepborus had for fome time com. 
manded a Body of the Imperial Forces upon the Bor. 
ders againft the Saracens ; and having obferv’d that his 

Soldiers by degrees grew wanton and effeminate, he 
labour’d to re-eltabhfh the ancient Difcipline amongft 
’em, and after he had, by frequent Exhortations, re- 
minded ’em of their Duty, he bound ’em all, by a 
voluntary Oath, never to forfake him, but oppefe 
the Enemy to the laft extremity. When the Report 
of this honourable Aflociacion was brought to Cm- 
ftMitinopiC) the Emperor’s cowardly effeminate Mi- 
nifters represented the thing to be ot fo dangerous a 
Confequence to his Safety, that they eafily prevail’d 
with him to have Nicepborus depriv’d of his Com¬ 
mand, and fherriy after to have his Eyes pluck’d our. 
He proceeded with the f me Severity and Injullice 
againft Bar das the Son n*-' the late 'amous Phm^ 
whofe extraordinary Merit had render’d him fufpc&cd, 
or envy’d by the unworthy Emperor; for which rea- 
fon he fuborn’d Witnefles, who accus’d him of ( on- 
fpiring againft Conjlantine , who gave an open Ear to 
their Acculation-, and punifh’d him accordingly. 
Thd'e Proceedings againft Men of the greatelf Re¬ 
putation in the Empire rais’d a general Difcontent 
among the People, and that give a Beginning to fe- 
veral Mutinies and Inlurrcdtions, which however 
were all happily fupprefs’d, and the Emperor’s chief 
Care was to punilli thofc who had leaft deferv’d it, 
For all thofe of any Power in the State, who were 
too good to be his Favourites, and difhk’d the Ma¬ 


nagement of Affairs, were by fubtle colluffve Argu¬ 
ments prov’d guilty, and remov’d to make way lor 

others more agreeable to the prefent Temper of the 
Court. Thcfe his Proceedings at home expos’d him 
to the Contempt ot the Nations abroad, fo that (eve- 
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mpire, but were, with much ado, reftrain’d by the 
rear Diligence of thofe who commanded on the 
orders. At length Conftantine , being declin’d in 
m rc. and enervated bv his fenfual Pleafures. fell 


At 


Conji 


ears 


and enervated by his fenfual Fleafures, 


hngeroufly ill, and was given over by his Phyficians. 
e had three Daughters by Helena , the Daughter of 
limits the Patrician, but never a Son, fo that the 
v hole Court was divided into feveral Cabals upon 
Deiignation of a SuccefTor. Some propos’d Conflan - 
thvis DclafTeniis , who at that time commanded the 


Unas Ddaffenus , who at that ti 
Forces in Armenia and others 
Earne finds for Romanus Argyrus. 


and others labour’d with great 
jus Ar gyrus , a Man of an anci- 
rly ally ’d to the Emperor. It 


ent Family, and nearly ally’d to the Emperor. It 
was concluded, that whoever fucceeded fhould mar¬ 
ry one of the Emperor’s Daughters, which at firft 
feem’d much to oppofe thofe who were for the Pro¬ 
motion of Romanus , who was already marry’d* but 
they, having the greateft Intereft in Conftantine , pre¬ 
vail’d with him to fend for Romanus , and propofe to 
him either to lofe his Eyes, or marry one of the Em¬ 
peror’s Daughters, and be created Ctefar. Romanus Romakus 
continu’d for fome time undetermin’d, ’till his Wife, 1I - 
hearing of the Conditions, and fearing left his Con- 
ftancy would colt him his Eyes, voluntarily Ihav’d her 
felf, and turn’d Nun: By this means file made Room 
for Zoc the Emperor’s fecond Daughter, to whom he 


was fhortly after marry’d 


Ccsfa 


Conji , 


Up- 


after he had liv’d fomething more than Seventy Years, 
and had been Emperor without a Collegue almoft 

three, A. D. 102.8. 

Romanus being thus beyond Expectation rais’d toRomanuj 
the Imperial Dignity, at firft behav’d himfelf like an i,s firft 
active careful Prince. He releas’d the People of many Aavmi ' 
Taxes, with which feveral of his Predecefiors, efpeci- 
ally Conftantine , had burden’d ’em, and recommended 
himfelf by feveral Adis of Grace and Royal Favours. 

His Liberality to the Church was extraordinary, as was 
eke wife his Indulgence to thofe who had been taken 

Prifoner* 
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Prisoners in the lare Wars, and were detain’d in Cap. 
tinny-, for he generoufly releas’d ’em at his own Ex- 
pence, and gavethofe who were in Neceflity, a com¬ 
fortable Subfirtance at their Return home : During 
the whole Reign of his PredecefTor, the Empire w« 
infefted with amort grievous Drought ■, but now, as 
if Divine Providence had been atton’d by thefe A£b 


of Charity, the Earth 


again refrefh’d by feafonj- 


bte Rains, which produc’d an abundance of all Fruits, 
especially of Oil. 

i But whilft the People at Conjiantinople were congra¬ 
tulating their new Emperor for his aufpicious Reign, 
the Roman Intereft receiv’d a great Blow from the Arms 
of the Saracens in the Eaft, which was chiefly owing 
to the Indifcretion of Spondyles , whom Confianting hid. 
made Governor of Antioch. The Emperor Nicephom, 
as has been obferv’d before, very much enlarg’d the 
Borders of the Empire in Syria and Phoenicia , where 
he recover’d mod of the Cities, and his Succeflor Zi¬ 
nger purfu’d the Conqueft as far as Damafcas. The 
Beginning of Bafilius his Reign was bulled in the Civil 
Wars, and they were fucceeded by that with the Bui - 
gariam, in which he was fo wholly employ’d, that the 
ftoftem Parts lay neglected, which encourag’d the Sa¬ 
racens to prepare for i'otne A£tion, tho’ they attempted 
nothing whilft that Emperor liv’d *, but under chcdif- 
folure Government of his Succeflor they openly de¬ 
clar’d themielves, whereupon the chief Cities in the 
Eaft threw off the Yoke, and aflerting their Liberty, 
maflacred all the Soldiers that were Garrifon’d among 
’em. None appear’d more active in this Revolution, 

■ than the Governor or Caliph of Betraa, who by hit 
continu’d Incurfions grievoufly infefted Antioch, and 
theadjacent Country. Spondyles endeavour’d in feveral 
Engagements to reftrain him, but being conftantly 
worfted by him, he return’d with much Difhonour 
into the Citv, where he was over-reach’d by rhe Sub- 
tiity of A far apt ins a Captive Arabian , who, perceiving 

his Vanity and Indifcretion, undertook to perfo 

mighty 
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mighty Matters againft the Saracens , if he might bat 
be fee at Liberty, and particularly fhow’d Spondyles s 
Plat of Ground, whereon if he might be permitted 
to build a Fort, he promis’d to make it eminently 

ferviceable to the Emperor. Spondyles readily believ'd 

w hat the Arabian had advanc’d j and having given 
him his Liberty committed the Building of the Fore 
to his Care *, and when it was finilh’d Garrifon’d ic 
with a thoufand Men under the Command of Afit* 
raptius-, who, having thus accomplilh’d his Ends^ 
maintain’d a Correfpondence with the General of the 
Saracens, who fent him a Body of Men to whom he 
furrender’d the Caltle, having firft, by their Affiftancc^ 
put all the Garrifon to the Sword. 

Hereupon the Emperor, having remov’d Spondyles'tiie tmpe- 
from his Command, refolv’d upon an Expedition 
Perfon againll the Infidels, with a purpofe to redeem, ^ a .] m 
if poiTiblc, fo much Lofs and Difgrace, and profe- 
cute the War with Vigour. But before he was ad¬ 
vanc’d far on his Way, the Saracens , upon a Report 

of his mighty Preparations, fent their Meflengeiw- 

with Prefents from Berraea to ask Pardon for what 
was part, and promife to return to their former Obedi-* 
ence, and faithfully pay their ufual Tribute for the 
future. Thofe of molt Experience in the Army ad¬ 
vis’d Romanus to accept of their Submiflion, and pro¬ 
ceed no farther, allcdging, among other Rcafons, 
that in the Summer time Syria ftood much in want of 
Water; that the Saracens , being accuftom’d to it, 
could endure both Heat and Thirft j but that the Ro- 
MMy being loaden with their heavy Armour, could 
fupport themfelves under neither. Romanus had done 
wilely had he liften’d to thefe Remonltrances, but 
being pofiefs’d with a Vanity of the great Honour 
he lliould acquire, he reje£tcd the Meflengcrs with 

Difdain, and proceeded on in his Expedition. Being 
enter’d into Syria he detach’d a Party, who were to 
cbferve the Motions of the Enemy, and difeover 

[Whereabouts the Army might molt commodioufly 


encamp. 
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encamp. This Party fell unhappily into an Arnbuf. 
cade laid designedly for ’em, and were all cut off; 
with which Succefs the Saracens were fo encourag’d, 
that they intercepted thofe of the Romans that were 
lent out to Forage ■, and knowing well enough in 
what their greateff Want confided, cutoff their Sup- 
plies of Water, by which means the Army was in 
time reduc’d to the laft Extremity. Conjlantinus Delaf 
fenus , who had lately before been nam’d by fome to 
fucceed Conflantlne the late Emperor, was fent out 
with a Sufficient Power to reftrain the Saracens , anu 
cover the Foragers •, but he being a Man of a weak 
cowardly Spirit, ran back in great Confufion at the 
firlt Appearance of the Enemy, and Struck the reft 
of the Army with fuch Conllernation, that every 
Man consider’d how he might beft fecure himfelt, 
and in a Council of War it was refolv’d to decamp, 
and march to Antioch. Accordingly, as foon as it 
was Light, the whole Army broke up, and in a weak 
7 he Ro- and Sickly Condition began to march. The An- 
m^.Arvj fc anSi who were very well inform’d of the State they 

were in, Way-laid ’em} and having drawn ’em into 
a Place convenient for their purpofe, fell with great 
Violence upon ’em, whilSt the Romans , ready to ex¬ 
pire without the Affiftance of an Enemy, ran Shame¬ 
fully away, and were either taken or kill’d by the 
Purfuers, or born down and trodden to pieces by 
their Fellows. The Emperor himfclf, being coura¬ 
geously defended by his own Guards, efcap’d with 
much difficulty to Antioch, where he found time to re¬ 
flect cn the ill Succefs of his rafh and unfortunate Un¬ 
dertaking. The Enemy got all the Emperor’s Bag- 
gage, which they might have carry’d off without any 
Opposition, had they not been over-reach’d by a Stra¬ 
tagem of their own devifing. George Maniaces , a Mace¬ 
donian, was at that time Governor of a fmall Province, 
and a Town of no little Importance for the Emperor 
in thofe Parts •, hither eight hundred of the Saracens , 
loaden with the rich Plunder of the Emperor’s Camp, 

came, 
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came, after the Purfuit was over, and fumittdn’d M&- 
niaces to furrender, affirming that the Emperor hitnfclf 
was taken, his Army totally defeated) and that it was 

impoffible for him to hold out again ft tbt refolutc 
Conquerors} to confirm what they with fd much 
Confidence had alledg’d, they {flow'd him their rich 
Booty, and promi/d him mighty Favours upon Con¬ 
dition he would fubmit, otherwife that he muft ex¬ 
pert nothing but an inevitable Deftru£tion. Maniaces , 
either doubtful of the Truth of what they had affirm’d) 
or refolv’d to fell the City as dear as he could, feem’d 
to give Credit to their Information} and having 
thank’d ’em for their kind Advice, he fent ’em out a 

great Quantity of Provifions, with which he defir’d 
’em to refrefll themfelves that Night, and promis’d tef 
deliver up the Town to ’em as foon as it was Light. 

The Infidels believ’d all he faid, and without any Dif* 
truft eat and drunk to that excefs, that when Maniaces 
iflii’d out at Midnight, as he had before determin’d, he 
found ’em drunk and afleep, and kill’d ’em all before 
they were able to make the leaft Refinance. After 
which he took two hundred and eighty Camels loaden 
with the rich Effe&s of the late Viftory, all which 
he prefented to the Emperor, who by that time 

was got into Cappadocia^ ana was fo fenfiblc of this fea- 
fonable piece of Service, that he made Maniaces Cap¬ 
tain or Governour of the Lower Media. After this he 
return’d very deje£tcd to Confiantinople y where, as if bi 9 
late Succefs had difeourag’d him from any Warlike At¬ 
tempts for the future, he bulled himfelf in fevere Ex-lldtria&tf 
aftions, and oppreffing his Subjefts at home.- He*"** 4 * 
renew’d his Claim to old Debts, thought to have been 
bury’d in utter Oblivion, and proceeded with fo inex¬ 
orable a Rigour in the Recovery of y em, that many 
Perfons of noble Families and large Inheritances werd 
driven from their Eftates, and eonftrain’d to beg their 
Bread from Door to Door. Tho* the Money rais’d 
horn thefe Claims, ought to have been lodg’d in tRd 
Publick Treafury, where it was due, yet was that and 

h oihef 
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other immenfe Sums, by which the Exchequer was 
exhaufled, confum’d in expensive Buildings, and be- 

flow’d on Monks, on whom he conferr’d whole Cities 

and Provinces at once; and they being thus enrich’d 
by the Profufe and Superfluous Emperor, renounc’d 

the Aullerities of Life to which they were by Vowen- 
gag’d, and grew Voluptuous, Proud and Effeminate. 

Thefe Proceedings of the Emperor rais’d a general 
Difcontent in the People, which gave a Beginning to 

feveral Plots and Commotions in the State. Conjlantine, 


— . --- — r - , 

fide Zoe the Emprefs. 


Daughters be- 
The eldeft of which, call’d Eu- 


dccia .having been disfigur’d by the Plague, turn’d Nun* 
and Theodora , theyoungeft, refufing to marry Romanus, 
either becaufc he was too near a Kin to her, as fhe 
pretended, or for that his firfl Wife, of whom mention 
has been made before, was ft ill alive, afterwards gave 
Life to feveral Piots and Undertakings againft him, 
for which Treafon Zoe the Emprefs had her fhaven, 
conllrain’d her to turn Nun, and confin’d her to a 

A A A « A t 


Monad 


Imperial 


At the fame time that the Court was diftra&ed by 
thefe Fears and Jealoufies, fo great a Plague and Fa¬ 
mine rag’d throughoutCappadocia,PaphIagonia,Armeniii, 
and feveral other Provinces, that the Inhabitants were 
forc’d to leave rheir Dwellings, and difperfe them- 
felves into other Parts of the Empire. Thiswasfuc- 
ceeded by a terrible Earthquake, and that by a Comet 
which pafs’d from the North towards the South with 

a terrible Noife, and feem’d to inflame the whole Ho- 

And indeed the Hiftories of thefe Times are 

full of furprizing Prodigies, which for feveral Years 
together feem’d to threaten the Empire, and denounce 
the Wrath of Heaven againft it. Tho’ Romanusb\s For¬ 
ces profper’d abroad, and obtain’d feveral confidera- 
ble Advantages over the Infidels near Babylon in Egypt, 
and againft the African Saracens, whofe Fleet wasde- 
ftroy'J by Nice'boras Gar ententes , his Admiral yet thefe 

Domeftick 


rizon. 
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Domeftick Misfortunes made him refledt on his paft 
Adlions, and inclin’d him to Works of Mercy and 
Compaflion. He re edify’d the Hofpitals near Con - 
jlantinople * dre&ed for the Relief of the Poor, and that 
had been deftroy’d by the late Earthquakes, and re¬ 
pairing the Aquedu&s, fupply’d the City with Water, 
of which it began to be in great want. The reft of A. D. 
his time, which was not aflign’d to thefe A&s of Cha- 1034. 
rity, was employ’d in his Devotions, and Converfa- 
tion with religious Perfons, whom he carefully re¬ 
liev’d, protected and encourag’d } fo that, in all pro¬ 
bability, he would have dy’d univerfally lamented 
by his Subje&s, whom he now labour’d to reconcile 
and oblige, had his Emprefs fuffer’d him to live longer. 

He was lixty Years of Age when he was firft mar- 
ry’d to her, notwithftanding which he flatter’d him- 
felf with many Years to come, and the Happinefs of 
Children to fucceed him. Accordingly at firft he 
made ufe of Ointments and other Expedients, that 
might enable him to meet her with a vigorous Heat. 

And omitted no Arts to make himfelf ftrong, and 
prepare her for Conception. The Emprefs, being 
of a hot and amorous Conftitution, made ufe of 
Charms and Inchantmcnts to provoke and allure 
him j but when he found all his Endeavours prov’d 
ineffe&ual, he totally declin’d fuch Conjugal Viflts, 
being by Nature averfe, and by Age become incapa¬ 
ble of thofc Carnal Confli&s. The Emprefs, whilft 
ihe had no other Obje£t to provoke her Luft, bore with 
him patiently} but having at length caft her Eyes on 
Michael , the Brother of John an Eunuch in great Au¬ 
thority with the Emperor, an adulterate Heat incens’d 
her againft him, and provok’d her Ihortly after to re¬ 
move him out of the Way. The Account we haveof 
thisA&ion (hews us how ungovernable Women are in 
their Luft, when they are abandon’d to it} for tho’ 

Zoe hated John to the laft degree, yethadihenofooner 
entertain’d a Paflion for Michael , but fhe quitted her 

former Refentments, and frequently entertain’d a fa- 
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miliar Converfation with him,tho’ for no other Rea- 
fon, but that {he might have an Opportunity of bring¬ 
ing his Brother, who, through the Eunuch’s Intereft, 
■was made one of the Bed-Chamber,into the Difcourfe. 
John was at firft furpris’d at this unufual Condefcen- 
flon in the Emprefs > but when he found, from repeat¬ 
ed Obfervations, that his Brother was ftill the dar¬ 
ling Topick of her Converfation, he acquainted hi 
with what he had obferv’d, and advis’d him, if ever 
(he apply’d her felf familiarly to him, to receive her 

with the Air of a Lover, and never recede ’till he 
had won the laft Favour from her, which,he thought, 
might with little or no Difficulty be obtain’d. Mi¬ 
chael , thus inftru&ed, found an eafie Conqueft, and 
their Amours grew at firft the Difcourfe of the Court, 

and afterwards of the whole City, the Emperor him- 
felf, as it is ufual in thofe Cafes, being the laft that 
entertain’d any Sufpicion of it. Some fay he tax’d 
Michael with it, who folemnly upon Oath deny’d it-, 
for which Perjury hewasfaid to be ftruckwith a ter¬ 
rible Difeafe, being feiz'd with a Frenzy, and dread¬ 
ful Convulfions at his Eyes, which made him pity’d 
by the Emperor, who fufpe&cd him no longer, but 
thought him a very unfit peribn to allure an Empreis 
to his Embraces. Others fay Romanics was throughly 


convinc’d of their Intrigues, but knowing from Ex 
perience how wantonly the Emprefs was inclin’d, 
wink’d at her Practices, left he fhould provoke herto 
be more infamoufly a Proftitute. However it were, 

this Impunity cofl the aged Emperor his Life 5 for 

Zee, grown impatient of being any longer confin’d 
in her Amours, which fhe was forc’d to manage fecrct- 


to 

of 



id in fear, refolv’d, by the Death of the 
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mperor, 


em, an 


Purp 
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;; which working {lowly feiz’d him infenfibly, and by 
degrees deftroy’d him. As it began to work bis Face 
^ fwell’d, arid was dtfcolour’d; his Hair fell off, and 

he labour'd under a Difficulty of Refpiration. Th° 

Zm 
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Zoe had no reafon to diftruft the Effe&s of her Phy- 
fick, yet was {he fo impatient, that {he order’d her 
Creatures, appointed to that Purpofe,to ftifle him on hftifUd in 
the eleventh, or, as fome fay, pn the fifteenth of Aprils 
by holding his Head underWater, as he was refrelh- 
ing himfelf in a Bath, out of which he was remov’d 
to his Bed fpeechlefs, but not quite dead. Thither 
the Emprefs haften’d with anaffc&ed Lamentation to 
bewail the Lofs fire had her felf procur’d, and left him 
not ’till (he faw him breathe his laft, after he had 
reign’d five Years and fix Months, A. D. 10J4. 

Romanus had in his Youth apply’d himfelf to Learn- 
ing, and had a good tafte of the old Greek Authors,’*' 3 '** 
and fome Knowledge of the Civil Laws, and for that 
reafon he appear’d a great Encourager of learned Men 
after his Advancement to the Imperial Dignity, of 
which he feem’d more worthy before his Creation, 
than capable after he was elected. Tho’ for his ma¬ 
ny Ads of Juftice and Charity, as well at the Begin¬ 
ning as the latter End of his Reign, he is defervedly 
to be number’d among thofe who govern’d well; he 
might, in all probability, have been happier, as he 
would undoubtedly have liv’d longer, in a private 
State-, but (he, who gave him the Empire, procur’d 
him likewife his Death, not more to the Detriment 
of the State than her own Shame and Difgrace. 

The Emperor being dead, whilftthePaffionofour 
Saviour, or the Office appointed for Good-Friday, was 
celebrated in the Church, Alexius the Patriarch, igno¬ 
rant of what had been tranfaded at Court, was fent 
for thither in great haftc, as by Command from Ro¬ 
mms, whom, at his coming, he found dead; and 
being introduc’d to Zoe, fhe commanded him to mar¬ 
ry her to Michael. The Patriarch, furpris’d at the Michael 

Novelty, as well as Heinoufnefs of the thing, flood lv - 
filent for fome time, and declin’d the Office, ’till 
John and the Emprefs prefented him with fifty Pounds 
of Gold, and gave as much more to his Clergy, and 
io prevail’d upon him to comply. By this means Mi- 
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chad was advanc’d to the Throne, and was Partner 
with Zoe not only in the Bed, but in the Imperial 

Power, which Zoe at fi ft thought to referve entire to 

her felf, and to be abfolute in the Empire. Of this 
John the Eunuch, Michael's Brother, who knew the 
ambitious, as well as amorous Temper of Zoe, was fca- 
fonably aware, and therefore refle&ing on Romanus 
his Fate, he fuddenly remov’d all the Women, in 
whom {he had any Confidence, from her j he dif- 

mifs’d all the Eunuch?, and fubftituted his own aflur’d 

Friends, and moft intimate Acquaintance in their Pla¬ 
ces, by which means fhe was confin’d in a manner as 
to a Prifon, being able to do nothing of the leaft Mo¬ 
ment without his Knowledge and Approbation. 

When the Eunuch had thus, as it were, difarm’d 
her, and prevented her from doing any Mifchiefat 
home, he difpatch’d his Letters into the Province*, 
bv which the Governors were acquainted with the 
Death of Romania, and the Succeflion of Michael , 
who, he faid, vs by common Confent marry'd to 
Zoe the late Emperor’s Widow. None of the Great 
Men fc-em’d dtfplcas’d at this ‘■■Iteration, but Confian- 

tinu; Dc'aJT.-r.-::, of whom mention has been made al¬ 
ready, who being cne of the firft Quality in the Em¬ 
pire, was highly offended that a Man of Michael’s 
obfeure Birth lhould be prcferr’d to others of the 
higheft Rank and Deferts. John , knowing the Inte* 

relt as well as the Ambition of Dehjferms , endeavour’d 
bv all means to gain him, and at length, after much 
Diffidence on the one fide, and Promifes, Prcfents, 
Oaths, ana AfTeverations on the other, prevail’d with 
him to come to Ccuit, where he was very kindly 
receiv'd at firft, but shortly after was banilh’d, upon 
a fern'd Accufation, into the I(land Prota-, from 
thence he was remov’d to a llrong Tower, wherebe 
was confin’d 'till after the Banilbment of Michael CaU- 
*b.:!e!, when Zoe the Emprefs lent for him to Court. 
At the fame time John remov’d and confin’d fuch o* 

thers, in whom he thought he could not fafely con- 
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fide j amongft the reft Conft animus Monomachus , who, 
when in his turn he came to be Emperor, remember’d 
in what manner he had proceeded againft him. Ha¬ 
ving thus remov’d thofe, whom he thought ill af- 
fefted to his Family, he committed the Government 
of the Provinces, and the Charge of Civil Affairs to 
none but Eunuchs. Maniaces , whom the late Empe¬ 
ror had made Governor of Edeffa, was remov’d to the 
Upper Media , left continuing long in one Place, his 
Intereft might in time grow fo ltrong as to render 


r$* 


hi 


Nicetas 


Brother, was made Governor of Antioch , where dying 
fhortly after, he was fucceedcd by his other Brother 
Conjantine , enrich’d with the Eftates of three of the 
moil wealthy Men in A/ia, who had beenbanifh’d up¬ 
on a pretence of holding a Treafonable Correfpon- 
dence with Delajfenus. For all this while the fupream J ohn th * 
Power refted in John , tho’ the Name of Emperor was ffTf’ 
referv’d to Michael ', who, befides the ill Condition of dl* 
his Body, began to be diftemper’d in his Mind, and,w, gt>- 
confcious of the great Sin he had committed in ihe ve ™> 
Murcherof heapply’d himfelf wholly to his 

Devotions, hoping, by A£b of Piety and Liberality 
to the Poor, to expiate his great Offence; tho’, as 
the Writers of thofe Times obferve, all he did upon 
that Account could profit him little or nothing, fince 
he Hill lay in the Arms of the Adulterefs, and enjoy’d 
the Price of Murder and Trealon. When John ob- 

ferv’d the dangerous Condition of his Brother’s Health, 
he concluded, if he dy’d, the Emprefs, upon the Re¬ 
covery of her Authority, would gratifie her Revenge 
with the Ruin of him and all his Family, if fomc Ex¬ 
pedient was not found out to prevent it. At his In- 
ftigation therefore the Emperor promoted Michael , 
furnam’d Calaphates , his Sifter’s Son, to the Dignity of 
Ctefar, and banilh’d all the Brothers and Relations of 
Dclajjenus , fo jealous was John grown of that Man. 

All this while Zoe the Emprefs was highly provok’d 


her, and looking on John 
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no other than her Goater, endeavour’d to get rid of 
A. D. him by Poifon, but the Defign was difcover’d before 
\oz 6 . it c">u!d beexecuted, and ferv’donly to ad monitor 
* 5 to ii_nd more up >n his Guard for the future. This 

happen'd in the third Year of this Emperor’s Reign, 
v hich wi' remarkable for a Truce of th irty Years con- 
r .:dtd betwixt him and the Egyptian Saracens , whofe 
C being lately de.d, his Widow is faid to have 
, Cfriftianity, together with her Son, and to 

r .-e r ffc 1 • the Romans. The Year follow- 
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c. \ -s r - : em i; i able tor three leveral Earth¬ 
quakes, v rm.: c.c £■ - •: Mitchief in leveral Parts of 
the Empire; and for tne Attempt of tt e Saracens u<pon 
theCity of Edeja, wh:ct nariowly efcap’d falling in¬ 
to their H.nds. Twelve of the Principal Men of their 
Nation came to the Governor of that Ciry with five 
hundred Horfe, and as many Camels, all loaden with 


heavy Bor . They pretended the Boxes contain’d 
Pref-r.m, which they were carrying to the Emperor, 
and defil’d they might be admitted into theTown. 
The Governor entertain’d the twelve Perfons with 


great Civility at a Feaif, but, knowing the deceitful 
Pra&ices of that Nation, refus’d to receive the Horfe- 
men and Camels into the City, which was prelerv’d 
bv this Diffidence; for there was no lefs than twelve 
thoufand arm’d Men conceal’d in thofe Boxes, who 
were order’d in the dead of Night to get into the 

Caflle, and, having kill’d the Sentinels, they were to 

fecure both that and the Town. The Defign being 
difcover’d to the Governor by a poor Armenian, he 
lefc the Feaft on a fudden, and taking a fufficient 

Force with him, feiz’d on the Saracens as they lay 

without theTown, and kill’d every one of’em upon 

the Spot: After which he return’d to his GuefE 
who met with much the fame Treatment from him. 


for he fpar’d but one, whom having depriv’d of hii 

Hand, Ears, and Nofe, he fent him home in that 

Condition to give his Countrymen an Account ol 

their Succefs. All this while Zoe enjoy’d fmall Fruit 
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f her late unnatural Treafon and Adultery; for be* 
ides that John obferv’d her with a wary Eye, and 
eftrain’d the natural Impctuofity of her Spirit; the 
imperor’s Diftcroper had by this time prevail’d fo 
nuch upon him, that he was not only grown infirm, 
iod incapable of concurring with her wanton Defires, 
jut fo alter’d in his Perfon, which was at firft ex- 
:eeding beautiful, that he was now deform’d and 
oathfome. This ferv’d only to augment the great 
Authority of Jobn y Zoe's moll implacable Adversary; 

For whilil the Emperor, who befides his old Diilemper 
was now grievoufly affli£fced with a Dropfie, abandon’d 
himfelf to A&s of Penitence and Devotion, John go¬ 
vern’d the Empire with an unlimited Power, which 
he made ufe of to the Oppreffion and Impoverifh- 
ment of the People, and the Aggrandizing his own 
Family. And as if thefe Calamities were not fufficient 
to humble and correct a guilty People, terrible Earth¬ 
quakes and deftru&ive Tempelts feem’d to fhake the 
Foundations of the Earth, which, tho’ horrible and 
amazing in themfelvcs, feem’d to bring this Comfort 
with them, that they denounc’d the approaching Fall 
of the Tyrants. Thefe domeftick Calamities were fol-T^ Bulga- 
lowed by others from abroad, which were like tc_ . 


havc nansr<xw ^ 


the very fame Year, and threw oft their Allegiance. «iu*x«jgi 
A Citizen of Conftantimple had in his Service a Bul¬ 
garian , call’d Deleanus, or Dolt antis, who running from 
hisMafter upon fome Provocations given him, efcap’d 

into Bulgaria , where he confidently affirm’d he was 
the Son of Gabriel, and Grandfon to Samuel, late King 
of that Country j being a Man of a ready Wit and 
perfonable Appearance, the giddy Bulgarians , grown 
weary of the Yoke to which they had but lately fub- 
mitted, receiv’d him with joyful Acclamations, and 
proclaim’d him King, cruelly murdering all the Ro~ 
mans tbit had the Misfortune to fall into their Hands. 

This Infurreftion was follow’d by a Revolt of the 


Dyrrath 


occafion’d by 
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an unfeafonable Quarrel betwixt Michael Dermecaitas , 
a Tribune in the Army, and Bafilius Synademus , (jo. 
vernor of that City. For as he was marching out 
againfl. the Bulgarians with the Forces garrifon’d in 
that Place, the Contention was carry’d fo high be. 
tween ’em, that the Tribune accus’d Synademus of 
Treafon at Court * whereupon he was feiz’d by Or¬ 
der from the Emperor, and fent Prifoner to Thejfalo- 
tiica , and the Accufer was preferr’d to the Govern¬ 
ment of Dyrracbium in his head j in which he be¬ 
hav'd himfelf with fo much Infolence, and opprefs’d 
the Inhabitants with fuch cruel Exa&ions, that they 
rofe up againll him, and forc’d him out of the Town, 
When this was done, and they began to confiderhow 
• the Matter would be refented by the Emperor, dc* 

■ (pairing of Pardon they openly revolted, and chofe 
Tiicbomere, a Soldier of great Reputation among them, 
for their King. 

This unexpected Election at firft very much fur- 
priz’d Dele anus and his Adherents, for there were now 
two great Factions in Bulgaria, and neither of ’em very 
likely to attain their Ends, but rather to effe& each 
other’s Ruin. Of this Dele anus was very fenfible, and 
therefore endeavour’d to obtain that by Artifice, which 
Fortune feem’d to deny to more open Attempts. Ac¬ 
cordingly he fent Teichomere a very obliging Letter, 
in which he toid him how well pleas’d he fhould be 
to have him for his Collegue, and earnellly invited 
him to come and fhare the Sovereignty with him, 
Teichomere, who had more of the Soldier than Statef- 
tnan, believ’d him fincere in his Profefiions, and wen! 
without any diilruft and join'd with him. When 
Delcanus had thus got him, as he thought, into hi: 
Power, he watch’d his Opportunity, and in a form’d 
Speech, which he made to the Soldiers, he told’em. 
He was of Opinion Bulgaria 'c.ould not admit of W 


Kings together. 


fo 


I 

confirm his Elect ion , who tv as defended from Samuel. 

and amove Teichomere, or if they thought him tnofi 

worth 
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worthy then to eflablijh him. This Speech at firft crea¬ 
ted a great Conteft in the Army, by whom teicho- 
wtre was entirely belov’d j but at length Deleanus his 
Fa&ion prevail’d, not only in the Choice of him 
for their King, but the Stoning of the unhappy Tei**° DeM ' 
chomere •, by whofe Death Deleanus being become ab- 
folute without a Rival, he march’d with his Army 
toward iffleffalonica, whereheheard theEmperor lay, 
who, upon the firft Report of Deleanus his Approach, 
fled in a precipitate manner to Confiantinople , leaving 
all his Baggage and Treafure behind him to the care 
of Manuel Ibatza , one of his Domefticks, who ha¬ 
ving Orders to follow with it after him, betray’d his 
Truft, and carry’d it over to Deleanus , whofe Party 
was ftrengthen’d by fome new Accelfion almoft every 
Day, fo that in a fhort Time he took not only Dyr- 
rtebium , and the Territories adjoining to it, but al¬ 
moft the whole Province of Nicopolis , whilft John 
the Eunuch, inftead of preventing the ill Confe- 
quences of fuch a Revolution, and providing Forces 
to oppofe and fupprefs the Ufurper, grew more li¬ 
centious in hisExaftions, and difgufted mod of thofe 
who had the Power or Will to ferve the Emperor. 

Among thefe was Alttfianus , the Son of Aaron , and 
Brother to John , the laft King of Bulgaria , who, 
when that Country fubmitted to ha film , was kindly 
receiv’d by the Emperor, and gratify’d with the Dig¬ 
nity of a Patrician; but now, being accus’d of fome 
unjuft Proceedings, he was forbidden the Court ’till 
his Caufe could be brought to an Hearing, and ob¬ 
lig’d to pay a great Sum of Gold to John , who 
moreover forc’d a beautiful Woman from him, whom 
he had kept fccretly in the Country, and for whom 
he had a very extraordinary Paffion, which incens’d 
him more than all the reft ; wherefore cloathing 
himfelf in an Armenian Habit he got undifeover’d 
into Bulgaria , where the generality of the People re¬ 
ceiv'd him with great Demonftrations of Joy, and 
Deleanus carcfs’d him outwardly with much Tender- 

nefs. 
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ncfs, but was inwardly offended at the Prefence of 
one, who was a real Defcendant of that Family of 
which he pretended himfelf a Member. Obferving 
bow entirely the Soldiers appear’d affected to him, 
and how much his Greatnel's was like to be eclips’d, 
he thought it the wifeifc way to make a voluntary 

Offer, and (hare that Dominion with him, to which 
he appear’d to have the foie Right. Alufianus being 
therefore receiv’d as his Collegue, was inftantly fent 
at the Head of forty thoufand Men to befiege Thef 
falonica , which however Cunfantine the Patrician, and 

Kinftnan to the Emperor, defended with fo much 
Conduit and Refolution, that he was in the end 
forc’d to raife the Siege, and leave fifteen thoufand 
of his Men dead behind him. 

This Defeat ripen’d the Jealoufies and Diftaftethat 
had been already conceiv’d between the two Compe¬ 
titors, for Deleanus would aferibe the late Overthrow 
to nothing but Treachery, and Alufianus grew more 
peevifh and untractable from the fenfe of his Dif- 
grace, fo that each in private meditated nothing but 
the Deftru&ion of the other and Alufianus having 
invited his Collegue to an Entertainment, firft made 
him drunk, and then pluck’d out his Eyes* immedi¬ 
ately after which, being doubtful of his own Inte- 
reft, and the fickle Humour of the Bulgarians, hefent 
to Michael\ promifing to fubmit and return to bis 
Obedience, upon Condition of a Pardon, and fuch 
a Reward as his Service might be thought to deferve, 
which was readily granted him by the Emperor, who 
had refolv’d in Perfon to make an Expedition into 
Bulgaria , affirming, It was a. Shame for him to fuffer 
any Part of the Empire to be torn from it , who during Ins 
wh'le Reign bad added nothing to it : But his Dropfic 
had now fo far prevail’d upon him, that bis Friends 
advis’d him to defift from it, and truft the Expedi¬ 
tion to the Management of fome other, which how¬ 
ever ferv’d only to quicken him, and make him more 
earned in his Preparations $ lo that being enter’d into 

the 
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the Country, the Bulgarians , who were now with¬ 
out a Head to advife and command ’em, difpers’d 
themfelves, and in a very Ihort time return’d to their 
Obedience, after which the Emperor return’d in Tri¬ 
umph to Conftantinople } where perceiving, by thePre- Michael 
valence of his Difeafe, that his Death approach’d, he I** 1 *. th * 
diverted himfelf of the Imperial Purple, call off 
Cares of State, and, being lhaven for a Monk, en¬ 
ter’d into a Monartery of his own Building, where he 
gave himfelf wholly up to Religious Exercifes and 
Afts of Penitence, in which he appear’d very lincere, 
devoutly lamenting his part Sins, efpecially the Mur¬ 
der of Rvmanus. He continu’d in this Teroper of Mind 
’till Death put an end to his Devotions on the tenth #*/<//«. 
Day of December , after he had reign’d fevcn Years 
and eight Months, A. D. 1041. 

As the Murder of Romanus ought to be charg’d upon 
John, rather than on Michael , who appears to have 
been naturally a religious and confcientious Man, fo 
muft the Severities, with which his Reign is juftly 
tax’d, be aferib’d to the fame Inftrument. It may 
properly be call’d the Reign of Eunuchs, fince few or 
none were cmrufted with the Management of Affairs 
but they * and certainly no Prince, who of himfelf 
had a tender regard to the Welfare of his Subjefts, 
was ever ferv’d with worfc Minifters. As he was no¬ 
torious for his great Sins of Adultery and Treafon, fo 
was he in as high a degree commendable for his ex¬ 
emplary Repentance, and is an Inftance to us, that 
the greateft Enjoyments upon Earth cannot foften the 
Stings of a guilty Confcicnce. 

Michael being dead the Empire devolv’d upon Zot , Mtchaei 
v?ho, finding the weight of Affairs too heavy for her CALAPHA ' 
to fupport without an Afliftant, was eafily perfuaded ^ 
to adorn Michael Calaphates, the late Emperor’s Ne- ' ' 

phew, with the Imperial Purple. Michael had been ^ 
created C<efar by his Uncle, as has been before ob- 
| ferv’d ; and fome affirm, that the EmprcfsZoe adopt¬ 
ed him at the fame time for her Son. At the time 

when 
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when the late Emperor withdrew into the Monaftery 
he was abfenr, having receiv’d Orders from his Uncle, 
who feem’d to repent of what he had done in his 
Behalf, not to come near the Court, or the Imperial 
City, without leave firft obtain’d for that purpofc. 
Caliphates But Michael having refign’d the Purple, his Brothers 

mM4it lent immediately for the Nephew to return j and 
***"' he, by an artful Management, fo far infinuated him. 

felf into Zoe\ good Opinion, that fhe liften’d to 
the Advice of thofe who perfuaded her to make 
him Emperor j tho’ for her own Security Ihe firft 
remov’d John and his Brother, together with fuch 
others as had appear’d the molt a£tive againft her in 
the late Reign. 

The World expected mighty Advantages from this 
Advancement of Michael ; tor he had the Reputation 
of an active indultrious Man, but he quickly de¬ 
ceiv’d the Hopes his Subje&s had conceiv’d of 

him, and prov’d a cruel, ungrateful, and degenerate 
Prince. His firft Proceedings were againft thofe of 
his own Family for tho’ at firft he teem’d to liften 
to the Advice of his Uncle John , notwithftanding 
he had been remov’d by Zoe , yet in the end, after 
he had affronted him fevcral tunes in a very high 
manner, he fent him into Banilhment j he a£ted 

with the fame Severity againft his other Relations, 
caufing both Husbands and Fathers to be made Eu¬ 
nuchs, without any Regard had to their Age orCir- 
cumftances. Only his Uncle Conflantine he recall’d 
with Zoe's leave, and communicated all his Councils 
to him, and was dire&ed by him. This unnatural 
rbeje^fci Behaviour to his own Family could be exceeded by 

^ oe ’ nothing but his Ingratitude to Zee, whomheredued 

to a private State, pretending fhe was guilty of Witch¬ 
craft and Sorcery, and that the had attempted to take 
away his Life. 

Tho’ he thought, by thefe plaufible Suggeftions, to 
fatisfie the Minds of the People, yet they havings 
great Veneration for Zoe, upon the Account of bei 

high 


irbe 
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high Birth, and judging the Empire juftly defeended 
to her by Hereditary Right, were generally difeon- 
tented} and obferving Michael wallow’d in his fenfual 
Pleafures, without any regard to the high Dignity he 
bore, they broke out into a general Sedition, and re- 
folv’d every Man to venture his Life in the Vindica-^^ hjmm 
tion of her, who they thought was us’d unworthily .f e ifj e p,id. 
Michael, the fame time that he remov’d Zoe, threaten’d 
w depofe Alexius the Patriarch, as confenting to her 
Defigns, who, as foon as he was inform’d of it, fled 
into the Great Church, whither all the old Eunuchs 
and other Officers that had ferv’d under Bafilius and 

I '.onftantifie repair’d, where, with an unanimous C'on- 
:nt, they lent for Theodora out of the Monaftery, 

»here fhe had been confin’d, and in the Church falu- 
edherEmprefs, together with her Sifter Zoe ; whilft 
Michael, obferving how refolutely the People were 

ient againlt him, withdrew with his Brother into a 

Honaltery, where they both took the Religious Ha¬ 
lit, thinking thereby to evade the Fury of the enrag’d 
Multitude, who notwithftanding were all refolv’d 
ipon their Deathsbut the great Difpute amongft’em 
ifaswhat manner of Deaths they fhould die. Whilft 
hey were bulled in this Difpute, Zoe , forgetting with 
low much Indignity fhe had been us’d by the Family, 
indperhaps a little compafllonate to a Creature of her 
iwn raifing, mov’d for their Lives} but Theodora , re- 
enting her long Imprifonment, and eager to exprels 
her Anger againft the firftObjed that prefented it fclf, 
itfirft adher’d to thofe who were for nailing ’em to a 

Pole} and when fhe found that Point could not be car- 

ry’d, (he mov’d that their Eyes might be pluck’d out, 
to which at length ail agreed, and Orders were given 
to Capanares , Prefed of the City, to fee it executed. 

When the unhappy Princes heard of the Meflengers 

Approach, and to what purpole they were fenr, they 
withdrew into the mod fecret Parts of the Church, 
dedicated to the Memory of St. John the Baptift, 
from whence however the implacable Multitude 

dragg’d 
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he Forum. 


dragg’d ’< 

Confiantiru behav’d himlelf with a very even Temper, 
but Michael, with great Relucfancy and Lamentation 

defir’d his Uncle, who had been the Author of all 
thofe Evils of which they complain’d, might firftbe 

punifh’d 


em 


Michael 


which was granted accordingly, 
?as baniih’d with all his Relations, 
after a tumultuary Reign of fomething more than four 
Months 

Zoe, being thus reinftated in her Authority, re¬ 
mov’d all fuch as had been in greateft Truft with the 
late Tyrants, and preferr’d thofe who had ferv’d her 


Father and her Uncle, 


John 

John A/s- 


niaces , of whom mention has been made before, who 


been 


ini 


ftration, but was now made General of the Weftern 
Forces. Tho’ Matters had herein been manag’d with 
the general Approbation of all, yet the State feem’d 
not perfe&iy fettled in the Opinion of the People, ’till 
they had an Emperor to obey, who being lawfully 


marry’d to Zoe 
and have a Rie 


ight put an end to all Competition, 

tnand over ’em. Zoe was is 


willing to marry as the People were to fee her marry’d, 
fo that after aTryal of fome others, who did not ap¬ 
pear fit for her purpofe, fhe made choice of Confia »• 
Unus Monomaebus ., a Perfon of noble Extra£fi6n and 
'beautiful Afpeft. He had been baniih’d during the 
Reign of Michael into the liland of Lesbos , either at 
the inftigation of John the Eunuch, or for that the 
Emperor millrufted there was too great an Intimacy 
between him and the Emprcfs *, from Lesbos, John al¬ 
ter wards order’d him to be remov’d to Metylene , and 
from thence the Emprefs now fent for him, and firft 
marry’d, and then had him crown’d Emperor by the 
Hands of the Patriarch. Monomaebus , as foon as he 
was advanc’d to the Imperial Dignity, endeavour’d by 
all means to oblige his Subje&s, and ingratiate himfelf 

“ ” “ the Eunuch he firft 


with the two Emprcffes. Join 


confin’d 
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confin’d to Lesbos, and {hortly after, either at the In¬ 
itiation of Theodora the Emprefs, or out of Refent- 
ment for his own Confinement, he pluck’d out his 
Eyes, in a ihort time after which John dy’d. 

Tho’ Confiantine had immediately upon his Ad¬ 
vancement done all that he thought requifite for 
the Security of the State, and to render himfelf 
acceptable to his People, yet George Maniaces , at the 
beginning of his Reign, rais’d fuch a powerful In- 

tereft againft him, as feem’d at firft to threaten him 

with unavoidable Deftru&ion. Confiantine had had 
a Miftrefs, who had been a faithful Companion to 
him in all his Misfortunes, burning with an un¬ 
common Paflion towards him, and fupplying him 
very liberally during his Exile; for being descend¬ 
ed from the great Sclerus file was Miftrefs of a plen¬ 
tiful Fortune. The Emperor, who had been thus 
oblig’d by her, lov’d her with an equal Paflion, and 
had not a more abfolute Command over his Sub¬ 
jects, than flie had over his Affe&ions. She had a 
Brother whofe Eftate join’d to that of Maniaces , to 
whom he bore a mortal Hatred, and who at that 
time was employ’d in the Emperor’s Affairs in Italy , 
where he fignaliz’d himfelf by his many Services. 

During his Abfence, Sclerus , depending upon the 
great lntcrcft his Sifter had in the Emperor, pre- 
fura’d not only to injure his Eftate, but lay with 
his Wife; and that he might be fure to give Ma¬ 
mets a fufficient Provocation, got him to be re¬ 
mov’d from his Command, and to have it conferr’d 
upon a Fellow altogether unworthy fo great a Maniace* 
Trull. Maniaces was fo enrag’d at thefe Proceed- u f ur t 1 ' 
ings, that having firft fecur’d the Forces under his 
Command to declare for him, and kill’d him who 
was defign’d for his Succeflor, he affum’d the Im^ 
pmal Ornaments, and was faluted Emperor. After 
which he pals’d over with his Army into Bulgaria , 
where he was join’d by great Multitudes of the 
Malcontents in that Country. 
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Monomacbus , as foon as he was inform’d of this 
Rebellion, fent him Letters, in which he offer’d him 
and his Followers an Indemnity and Pardon for what 
was part, together withfeveral confiderabie Rewards, 
provided they would lay down their Arms, and re¬ 
turn to their Obedience. But when he found that 
Martiaccs, who was animated more by the Spirit of 
Revenge than Ambition, would liflen to no Terms, 
but continu’d fix’d in his Refolution, he fent Stephen 
Sebaftopborus at the Head of a very powerful Army 
flgainft him, which was defeated, and totally bro¬ 
ken at the firft Engagement * whereupon Manias 
was univerfally acknowledg’d Emperor in the Field, 
and had, in all Probability, given Monomachus a great 
deal of Trouble, had he not fallen luddenly dead 
from his Horfe, having receiv’d a Mortal Wound in 
his Bread: from fome unknown Hand. The Death of 
Mcmiaces put an end to the Rebellion, and all they of 
his Followers, who had been rhe mod forward in it, 
were now the fird that threw down their Arms, and 
return’d to their Obedience. They revil’d Maxiaceszs 
a Traitor, and having cut off his Head prefented it 
to Stephen the Emperor’s General, who, tho’ he had 
receiv’d a Defeat, yet had the Honour of a Triumph 
granted him at his Return to Confiantinople . 

The Troubles that this Civil War created were 


hardly compos’d, before the Ruffians.) who bad for 
feveral Years together maintain’d a peaceable Cor- 
refpondence with the Emperor, broke the League, 
and threaten’d the City of Constantinople it felf. Out 
the Emperor, having hril, by repeated MefTengcrs. 
offer’d ’em fair Conditions of Peace, which they ar¬ 
rogantly rejected, mann’d a ftrong Fleet out again!) 
’em, and fought’em in the Straits about Pharos ^where 
he obtain’d a compleac Victory over ’em, and in th< 

End forc'd ’em to renew the Truce they had foinju 

rioufly broken. 

Monm'cbus after this turn’d his Arms into the Ead 


where he recovei’d feveral Cities to the Empire, tha 

tin 
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the Connivance or Weaknefs of his Predccefiors had 
fuffer’d to be torn from it} and was purfuing the War 
with much Application and Succefs, when Leo ‘forni - 
c ius, who had been formerly Governor of Iberia, and 
was nearly related to the Emperor, efcap’d oijt of a 
Monaftery to which he had been confin’d, and afium’d 
the Imperial Purple. Leo was a Man of excellent Parts, Leo Tor-* 
and a very beautiful Afpe£t, which gain’d him the"‘” us u ~ 
Love of all thofe who convers’d with him, efoe- rp * 
dally of the Macedonians, among whom he had for¬ 
merly refided} and there having been a Prophecy 
publifh’d abroad, which promis’d he in time mould 
be Emperor, the Expectations of mod Men hung up¬ 
on him. This made the Emperor view him with a 
jealous Eye, and when fome People had undertaken 
to accufe him for fome unwarrantable Proceedings 
in the Government of Iberia, Monomachus embrac’d the 


Opportunity ; and having diverted him of his Com¬ 
mand, had him rtiav’d, and conftrain’d him to turn 
Monk. Notwithftanding which a Party of Macedoni¬ 
ans took him one Night out of the Monaftery, and 
conduced him to Adrianople, where, when by anuna- 
nimous Acclamation he had been faluted Emperor, 
he prepar’d to make good his Title, and march’d at 
the Head of a numerous Party towards Conftantinople 
it felf. Monomachus had lately, by fome unpopular 
Aft, very much difgufted the People, and Leo knew 
lie was not very acceptable to the Soldiers, fo that he 
thought he had great Reafon to hope the Citizens 
would open the Gates at his firft Appearance, gnd re¬ 
ceive him; but, contrary to his Expeftation,he was. 
fo vigoroufly oppos’d, that he ran a great hazard of 
his Life, and found that feveral of his Accomplices 
fell off from him, and made their Peace with the Em¬ 
peror; wherefore fearing left fome of’em might de¬ 
liver h m up into his Hands, he rais’d the Siege^and 
retreated to Arcadiopolis, where for fome time he de¬ 
fended himfelf againft the Forces the Emperor had 

fenc to reduce him, but was at length taken, and 
\ Ma ferit^* 
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fent bound to Monmachus,^ bo commanded his Eyes 
to be pluck’d out, and after that banilh’d him. 

A. D. This Infurre&ion being fo happily fupprefs’d al- 
1048. mod in its Birth, a more fatal Storm began at that 

time to threaten the Empire, which in the end fell 
with an invincible Violence upon it, and crufli’d it 
to pieces. For the Eurks , who had lately fettled them- 
felves in Perfia , where Eangrolipix their Captain was 
declar’d Sultan, began now to turn their Arms againft 
the Empire. After the Saracens had by a wonderful 
Progrefs not only overturn’d the Perftan Empire, but 
had lubdu’d Media, Babylon , Affyria, Egypt, Africk , 
and a confiderable Part of Europe itfelfj this vail; Em¬ 
pire was divided into fevcral Parts, which were all 
govern'd by their refpective Sultans or Commanders, 
who by degrees fell out among themlelves, and warr’d 
one with another. About the Year 1030 Mahomet , 
the Son of Imbrue], was Sultan of Perfia and he find¬ 
ing Pifaf.ris , the Sultan of Babylon , againft whom he 
had declar’d War, too flrong for him, requir’d the 
Afliltance of the Eurks, who were then fettled in^r- 
tnenia Major, into which they had pierc’d thro’ the 
CaSpian Straits in the Year 8 4.4, where they liv’d a poor 
and contemptible Nation, ’till thefe Wars in Perfit 
gave ’em an Opportunity of aggrandizing their Na¬ 
tion. For three thoufand of thefe Eurks being thus 
call'd in by Mahomet , went to his Affiftance undei the 
Conduct of Eangrolipix , a Man defeended from one 
of the Chief Families among ’em. Mahomet , being 
thus ftrengthen’d by thefe Auxiliary Supplies, obtain’d 

an ealic Conqaeft overthe Babylonians-, but when the 
Eurks, who had now done the Bufinefs for which they 
came, requir’d their Wages, and leave to return 
home,he having a Mind to employ ’em longer again It 
the Indians, with whem he was likewife at War, re¬ 
fus’d to let ’em go, and threaten'd to punifh ’em it 
■;,* T-:kithev infifted upon it. The Turks , being jullly pro* 
ar^-.r vok’d at this Ufage, revolted from him, and with- 
p<: "*' drew into the Wildernefsof Carbmtis, where feveral 

dif- 
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difcontented Perfians united themfelves to ’em. Ma¬ 
homet immediately fent an Army of twenty thoufand 
Men againft ’em, which ’Tangrolipix defeated} and 
having taken their Camp found many Chariots and 
Horfes, and good ftore of Money in it, with which 
he was enabled to purfue the War, and encourage 
fuch as would declare for him } by which means his 
Army was in a fliorc time encreas’d to fifty thoufand 
Men. 

Mahomet was fo enrag’d at the Defeat of his Forces, 
that he put out the Eyes ofthofe that commanded’em, 
and threaten’d the Soldiers that efcap’d to cloath ’em 
like Women, and ignominioufly to expofe ’em. Ac 
the fame time he rais’d a very numerous Army, with 
which he encounter’d Tangrolipix near Ifpahany but fell 
off his Horfe as he was riding about to animate his 
Soldiers, and broke his Neck} whereupon both Ar-of which 

mies, with a joint Confent, declar’d Tangrolipix King T an S r °- 
of Perfia, and of all the late Sultan’s Dominions. cL/fsJ. 

Tangrolipix , being thus promoted, open’d the PsS-tm, 
fage for the reft of his Countrymen, who in prodigi¬ 
ous Multitudes flock’d over the AraxeSy a River that 
divided Perfia from Armenia , over which was a large 
Bridge defended by a Fort, which was now remov’d 
by Tangrolipix , that they might pafs over with greater 
Security. After this he began to enlarge his Domini¬ 
ons, and having (lain PifaferiSy the Caliph of Babylon , 
he fent his Nephew Cutlu-Mofes , or Cuthimufes ,againft 
the Arabiansy by whom he was overthrown, and in 
his Flight defil’d Stepheny the Emperor’s Governor in 
Media , to grant him a Paflage through that Country, 
which he indifcreetly deny’d, tho’ he was in no Con¬ 
dition to oppofe him fhould he force his Way through, 
which he prefently after did} and having taking Ste¬ 
phen Prifoner he fold him for a Slave. Returning to 
the Sultan he endeavour’d to excufe the Blow he had 
receiv’d from the Arabians ■, and that he might make 
it appear that his Expedition was not altogether fruit- 
lcfs, he acquainted him with the Difcoverics he had 
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made in Media, the Fertility of the Country, and how 

eafily it might be conquer’d, it being inhabited by 
none but Women, for fuch he thought thofe with 
whom he lately fought. 

Tho’ TangroUpix was too much incens’d againfthim 
for the Lofs he had fuftain’d in Arabia, to give any 
open Credit to his Information, yet after he had been 
defeated himfelf in a fecond Engagement with the 
Arabians, hebegantorefleft on what his Nephew had 
told him •, and fent Afan, his Brother’s Son, with an 
Army of about twenty thoufand Men to conquer 
vhe k- Media , which Afan enter’d, and miferably deftroy’d, 

•nodes Me- fparing neither Age nor Sex, but fuflfer’d himfelf at 

laft to be over-reach’d by the Roman Generals, who 
lay in Ambufh for him, and cut him and the greatell 
part of the Army in Pieces, whilft they were bufie 
in plundering the Camp, which the Romans had quit¬ 
ted on purpoie to enfnare ’em. 

Tangrelipix , rather enrag’d than difeourag’d at this 
Misfortune, rais’d an Army of near one hundred thou¬ 
fand Men, which he committed to the Condu&of A- 
\ram Alim , his half Brother j they who commanded 
for the Emperor in Media , thought it advifeable not to 
run the hazard of a Battel againft fuch a Multitude, 
but rather to fortifie fuch Places as feem’d the fitted 
to be maintain’d, and fecure their belt Effcds within 
the Walls,’till they had fent to the Emperor for more 
Force--, and were able upon more equal Terms to 
offer the Enemy Battel, in the mean time the 'Turks 
ravag’d the Country without any Oppofition, and lay¬ 
ing Siege to Artze, an open Town, inhabited by great 
Numbers of Merchants and Tradefmen, and upon 
that Account efteem’d the wealthieft of any in thofe 
Farts j they met with fo great an Oppofition from the 
Inhabitants, who for feme time made good their want 
of Walls by their great Numbers and extraordinary 
Courage, that the Turks , who did not exped to meet 
with fo great aRefiflance from a Village, the Wealth 
of which they vehemently thirfted after, refolv’d to 

defiioy 
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deftroy what they could not get, and fo fet it on Fire, 
and forc’d out the Inhabitants, of whom one hundred 
and fifty thoufand are laid to have perifti’d, partly by 
the Sword, and partly by the Fire, into which many 
are reported voluntarily to have call themfelves. The 
forks found among the Ruins much Silver, and other 
things of great Value that were not Combuftible. 

After this they rov’d up and down the Country with- A. D. 
out obferving any Order, in which Condition two 1049. 
of the Roman Generals, whom the Emperor had late¬ 
ly ftrengthen’d with frefh Supplies, thought it ad- 
vifeable to fall upon’em, but were therein oppos’d by 
liparites, Prince or Governor of part of Iberia , who 
commanded likewife for Monomachus j the Reafon he 

would have declin’d fighting was, becaufe it was on 
Saturday , which he reckon’d amongfi: the unlucky 
Days. But Abram, the General of the Turks, and 
half Brother to Tangrolipix , being inform’d by his 
Scouts in what Condition the Enemy lay, and un¬ 
demanding the Difference there was between their 
Generals, march’d up in a regular Order, and offer’d 
’em Battel, of which they were in a manner oblig’d 
to accept, and fo prepar’d to receive’em. The Eighth Ro - 
was obftinate on both fides,but at length the Fortune 
of the Day fell to the Romans } who however having Turk* 
loft Liparites , who engaging too far in the Heat of the 
Action, and enrag’d for the Lofs of a Kinfman (lain 
by the Turks, was taken Prifoner, thought not fit lo' vhotak, 
purlue the Victory, but retir’d and Abram on the pllL'e'* 
other fide, being very proud of his Prifoner, fent ’ 
him away to the Sultan, who feem’d outwardly pleas’d 
at his Brother’s good Fortune, but was inwardly jea¬ 
lous of his Succefs, for which reafon he fhortly after 
forc’d him to rebel againft him j and having over¬ 
thrown him in a Battel, took him Prifoner, and put 
him to Death. 

In the mean time the Emperor, who was highly 
concern’d at the Captivity of Liparites, fent an Am- 

baffador with rich Prefents to Tangrolipix , on purpofe 

M 4 to 
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to redeem Liparites , and enter into a Peace and Alii- 
vh h re. ance with the Sultan ; who receiv’d the Prefents, but 
Uis'd ’em back to Liparites, whom he generoufly 

^ 7 "'. releas’d, and at his Departure advis’d him to remem- 
tui’Z.‘ ‘ ber how much he ow’d him, and for that Reafon ne¬ 
ver more to bear Arms againft the ‘Lurks. At the 
fame time he fent th eXeriph, a Man of principal Au¬ 
thority among thcLurks, his Ambaflador to Conflanti- 

nople j where having, in a long Speech, magnify’dthe 

great Power and Authority of his Maftcr, he arro¬ 
gantly demanded of the Emperor to become his Tri¬ 
butary, upon which Condition he had Power to con¬ 
clude a perpetual Peace with him. This infolentDc- 
mand was rejected with much Scorn by the Empe¬ 
ror, and the AmbafTador difmifs’d; who, upon his 
Return to Langrolipix , gave him fuch an Account of 
his Reception as highly incens’d him againft the Em¬ 
peror, on whom he prepar’d to be reveng’d. Mono- 
machus, on the other Hand, being fenfible of what 
he was to expect from the Lurks, made the beft Pre¬ 
parations he could to oppofe ’em, when a Warfud- 
denly broke out between Monomacbus and the Patzi- 
vacs, a People of Scythia , which brought the Empire 
into manifeft Danger. Lyrach was then Prince of 
that People, and being a Man of noble Extraction, 
tho’ otherwife abandon’d to Sloth and Inactivity, he 
was highly reverenc’d by his SubjeCfo; among whom 
was one Kcger.e who was born of obfeure Parents, 
but had acquir’d a great Reputation in the Wars, 
which he manag’d with much Succels againft the 
neighbouring Nations, whilft Lyrach liv’d idle and 
inglorious at home. He obferving how much Kegenti 
was admir’d by the People, naturally fierce and ad¬ 
dicted to War, grew jealous of him, and refolv’d to 
move fo dangerous a Competitor out of the Way; oj 
which Kegenes having timely Intimation, he made his 
Efcape into the Fens of the River Boryfthenes, or Nil- 
per , where all his own Tribes (for that Nation 

W5J divided into feveral Clans, or Tribes) and one 

more 
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more join’d with him, and revolted from 7yracb, who 
march’d at the Head of a numerous Army againft 
him, and defeated him •, after which Kegenes thought 
it the fafeft way for him to throw himfelf into the 
Emperor’s Prote&ion } accordingly he fent to Mi- 
chael, who commanded for the Emperor in thofe 
Parts, and acquainted him with his Defign, and un¬ 
dertook to do his Matter confiderable Services. Mi - 
that /, having communicated his Defires to the Empe¬ 
ror, receiv’d Orders from him to entertain him cour- 
teoufly, to provide his Men, amounting to twenty 
thoufand in Number, with all Necefiaries, and fend 
him to Con/lantinople, where he was honour’d with the 
Dignity of a Patrician, and receiv’d Baptifm, enga¬ 
ging for his Countrymen, that they likewife ttiould 
turn Chriftians, which they accordingly did, and 
had three Cattles aflign’d ’em, with large Territories 
upon the Banks of the //?«-, from whence they made 
frequent Incurfions into Tyrach's Dominions, and 
fold the Women and Children to the Romans. 7y- 
racb , provok’d at thefe Proceedings, fent to expoilu- 
lace with the Emperor, for that the Patzinace being 
Friends and Allies to the Emperor, he had receiv’d 
their Fugitives, and threaten’d to denounce War a- 
gainft him, if he any more countenanc’d or aflifted 
Kegenes in his Depredations. The Emperor receiv’d 
the Ambafladors very difdainfully, laughing at their 
Meflage, and fufler’d ’em to depart without vouch- 
fafing ’em an Anfwer. He gave Orders to Michael 
and Kegenes to be upon their Guard, and fent an hun¬ 
dred Gullies to crude up and down on the Ijler topre- 
vent a Dcfcent, if the Scythians fhould attempt it. 

Notwith{landing which Precaution lyrach took the^Scytlu- 
Advantage of a Froft, when the River was cover’d ans h K ak 
with Ice of a convenient thicknefs, and pafs’d over^/ Em ~ 
with no lefs than eight hundred thoufand Men, who 
broke like an irrefillible Torrent into the Roman Pro¬ 
vinces. Tho’ the Emperor fent all the Forces quar¬ 
ter’d in Macedonia and Bulgaria, under the Conduct of 

Conjlan- 
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Conflanimus Arianites, with Orders to join Michael and I 
Regents, and oppofe the Bulgarians ; yet, in all pro I 
bability, their Numbers had prevail’d, had not the I 
Scythians drunk too immodeiately of Wine, and other 
Liquors of which they had never tailed before, which 

threw ’era into Diftempers that fwept off great Mul- 
titudes every Day. Of which when Kegencs , who 
very well knew the Temper of his Countrymen, was 
inform’d, he advis’d the Romans to fall fuddenly upon 
’cmj which was done with fo much Resolution, that 
the Barbarians weaken’d by Sicknels, and terrify’d at 
fo hidden an Onfet, threw down their Arms, and 
cry’d for Quarter ; which was allow’d to all but fuch 
as fell into Kegenes his Hands, who, like a true Rene¬ 
gade, kill’d all thofe who were not able to buy their 
Lives with a vail Sum of Money. The reft were by 

BaJUius , the Governor of Bulgaria , dHarm’d and di- 
fpers’dthrough the Plains of Sardica, Naifus , an dEut- 
zapelus only Tjracb, and one hundred and forty of 
the raoft noble among ’em were fent to Conjlantimph , 
where they were kindly receiv’d by Monomachus j who, 
having fit ft perluaded 'em to embrace the Chrillian 
Religion, conferr’d fuch Honours and Wealth upon 
’em, as rais’d ’em to an higher degree of Happincls 
than they had ever tailed before. 

Thus for the prefent was an end put to this War, 
which notwithftanding broke out ftiortly after with 
more Fury than ever; for when Tangrolipix, offended 
at the Reception of his Ambaffador, had gather’d all 
his Forces together out of Perfia , Arabia , and other 
Provinces, in order to renew the War; Monomachus , 
befides his other Preparation', arm’d fifteen thoufand 
of thefe Scythians , and lent four of thofe, who refi- 

ded at Con 1 :antinopie, to command 'em and conduft 

’em into Iberia. Tbefe, being thus arm’d, march’d 
chearfuily as far as Mclitcne , the Metropolis of Arme¬ 
nia Mincrr ; but as they proceeded on farther they 
began to reflect on the Scivice that was impos’d 

upon’em, and bv the Advice oi Cat Tunes, one of their 

Oftleers, 
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Officers, they refolv’d to return back to their Coun¬ 
try-men* where, when they were arriv’d, they arm’d 
their Companions, and removing to the Plains lying 
upon th zlfter, from thence they made Incurfionj into 
fbract and Macedonia , and grievoufly molefted the 
Subje&s of the Empire. Hereupon the Emperor fent 
for Kegenes to confult with him, what Methods were 
the molt proper to fupprefs ’em. Kegenes came at the 
Head of a ftrong Party, and encamp’d in a Plain 
near the Imperial City, where three of his Country¬ 
men endeavour’d to affaflinate him one Night as he 
ihy in his Tent, but his Guards coming timely to 
his Afliftance, they had only time to give him a flight 
Wound * for as they were preparing to fecond their Sc >'' 
Blow they were feiz’d, and, without fuffering them- 
felves to be examin’d upon the Spot, appeal’d to the 
Emperor. Hereupon Kegenes was conduced in a 
Chariot into the City, and the three Aflaffines were 
led bound after him. When he was brought before 
the Emperor, Monomachus ask’d Baltzar , the Son of 
Kfgenes , why they had not put the Villains immedi¬ 
ately to Death i and he replying, That it was becaufe 
they bad appeal'd to him * the jealous Emperor fufpett- 
ed fome Treachery, and fent immediately for the 
Men, who being ask’d for whatreafon they attempt¬ 
ed to murder their Leader, they affirm’d with much 
Aflarance, That they undertook it for his Sake , and the 
Safety of the City , which Kegenes had a Defign to 
lirce enter'd early the next Morning 3 and having plun¬ 
der'd it , to have return'd with the rich Booty into his own 
Country, 

The Emperor, without any farther Inquifition, 
g*ve Credit to this improbable and ill-grounded Ac- 

eufation 3 wherefore, having firft order’d thofe Vil- 
k'ns to be fet at Liberty, he commanded Kegenes to 
^ remov’d to Court, under a Pretence of having his 
Wound cur’d with greater Care, and himfelf more 
diligently attended 3 there he kept him immur’d clofc 

UP) and feparated his Sons one from the other. At 

the 
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the fame time he fhew’d great Kindnefs to his Me^ 
giving ’em large Allowances of Provifion, but de¬ 
ign’d by degrees to difarm ’em, and imprifon thofe 
whom he apprehended to be the molt dangerous j. 
mong ’em. Tho' this Defign was manag’d with the 
greateft Secrecy, yet the Scythians, who feem’d out- 
wardly well pleas’d with their Ufage, and promis’d 

an entire Submiflion and Obedience, had Intimation 
of the Thing, and broke up by Night from their 
Camp, and by long Marches got the third Day over 
the Mountain H£mus , and join’d with their Coun¬ 
trymen, who being thus united, and having plenty 
of Arms among them, came almoft as far as the City 
of Adrsample, and wafted all the Country round 
about. Confiantinus Areianites , the General of the 
Weftern Forces, was then in that City } and having 
engag’d ’em near a Fort call’d Dampelis was defeated, 
and forc’d to retire with a confiderable Lois. Where¬ 


upon the Emperor was advis’d to fend Tyrach , and the 
other Scythians redding at Confiantinople , topacifieand 
compole their Nation. Thefe Perfons having been 
oblig’d by rich Prel’.nts from M-inomachus, engag'd 
themfelves by Oath to the Performance of it ■, but 
being difmifs’d, and having join’d the reft of their 
Countrymen, they were fo far from accomplifhing 
what they had fo folemnly undertaken, that they 
confpir’d with ’em, and difeover’d all the Ddigns 
that were forming agunft ’em. Monomachus , as foon 
as he was inform'd of this Defe&ion, fent for all the 


Eaftern Forces to join the reft, and march againfl the 
Ear i.V' j who, notwithftanding the whole Strength 
of the Empire teem'd engag’d againft ’em, had the 
Advantage in fevered Engagements, and obtain’d 
fome condderable Victories, which was chiefly to be 
attributed to the Rafl.nefs, Ignorance, and Indifcre- 
tion of the Generals that were fent againfl; ’em. This 
Succefs made ’em more Daring, Cruel, and Outra- 
gious than ever: Having conceiv’d a thorough Con¬ 
tempt of the Romans ) they laid all wafte before ’em in 

PbhUC 
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ace and Macedonia , fparing neither Age nor Sex, 
murdering even Infants as they hung at the Breaft. 

; his Confidence of their own Strength, fome of 
prefum’d to approach Conftantinople it felf, but 
e feverely chaftis’d for their Prefumption; for the 
peror fent out againft ’em a llrong Party chofen 
of his own Guard, under the Command of John 
Patrician, one of the Eunuchs belonging to the 
prefs, who fell on ’em by Night, as they were 
nk and fleepy ; and having made a great Slaugh- 
of ’em, cut off their Heads, and fent ’em inCart- 
Is up to Monomachus ■ 

cy this time the Emperor began to refleft on his 
partial and imprudent Behaviour to Kegenes , whom 
therefore he releas’d out of Prifon ; and upon his 
engaging to divert ’em from their outrageous Courfes, 
he difmifs’d him to ’em. As he drew near he fent to 
inform ’em of his Approach, and upon what Errand 
he was come; they anfvver’d, and confirm’d their An- 
fwerbyOath, that they were ready to fubmit to him, 
and be govern’d and dire&cd by his Will; but as foon 
as they got him into their Power they cut him to 
pieces, and thereby affur’d the Emperor they would 
liften to no Terms of Accommodation. Thus the 
War was continu’d on both tides for feveral Years to¬ 
gether, during which the Imperialifts had moft com¬ 
monly the Difadvantage; but the Scythians being at 
length inform’d, that the Emperor was making fuch 
mighty Preparations, as if he feem’d refolv’d to root 
’em, if poffible, out of the Earth ; they were terrify’d 
at the approaching Storm, and Pent to defire Peace 
from Monomtchus^ who, after feveral Difficulties, con- 
defeended to a Truce for thirty Years. 

Tho’ this War, which had been long, bloody, and Monorn a- 
expenfive, was in the End brought to an happy Con- 
duiion, yet was Monomachus furrounded with other rumtkt 
Difficulties, from which he found itimpoffible to ex* 
tricate himfelf. For whereas the Charge of his Wars 
fiiould have made him frugal and deliberate, he liv’d 
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at fo profufe and expenfive a rate, that he was fore' 
to charge his Subje&s with feveral illegal and unre, 
fonable Impofitions 3 which made him hated, ^ 
contemn’d at home, whilft the Turks enlarg’d thei 
Conquefts, and grievouily infefted the Provinci 
abroad. And here it may be obferv'd, that this Em¬ 
peror was, in a great meafure, guilty of the Decs 

and Ruin of the Eaftern Empire} for whereas all thi 

Provinces upon the Borders were ufually exempt 
from paying Tribute, becaufe they undertook to, 
maintain fo many Soldiers as were fufficient to guard 
the Roman Pale, and fecure it from the Incurfionsoi 
the Barbarians, he disbanded thofs Soldiers, and dip 
fclv’d the Garrifons in thole Parts, efpecially the 
Army in Iberia , which confided of fifty thoufand 
Men, and ferv’d as a Barrier againft the Turks^ that 
he might have a Pretence to raife a Revenue out of 
that Country. An Act of fuch pernicious Conft- 
quence, as might brand him with Infamy to all Po- 
lteritv, and lender him a dreadful Warning to all 
profufe and inconfiderate Princes. 

However the Emperor, having thus concludeds 
Peace with the Scythians, was at lcifure to obfervethe 


progrefs of the Turksy) Army in 
affronted at the Reception of hi 

* »* r- c f. I A 


Iberia. The Sultan, 

_ 4 s AmbafTador, as has 

iWi-T " been before obferv’d, enter’d with all his Forces into 

that Country} the Inhabitants of which had fecur’d 
rhemfeives and their molt valuable Effects in their 
ltrong Towns, of which there was great Plenty in 
thofe Parts} fo that healing the Emperor waspre¬ 
paring a very powerful Army at Ccgfarea, which was 
to be lent againlt him, he return’d with great Indig¬ 
nation into Media } where finding the People, who 
had notice of his Approach, had difpos’d of them- 
felves and their Wealth in the fame manner thole in 
Iberia had done ; he rcfolv’d to attack fome of the 
Garri fon?, and accordingly fate down before Mantz:- 
ckierta , a Town fituate in an open Country, but for- 
tify’d with a trif le Wall and deep Ditches. The Situ¬ 
ation 
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ition of this Place made him hope to be Matter of 
i: in a (hort time •, but finding, after he had ply’d it 
warmly for thirty Days together, that Bafilius the 
overnor, and the reft of theChriftians that were in 
jt, were refolv’d to defend it to theutmoftj he began 
to dcfpair of Succefs, and was about to have rais’d the 
ege, when Alcan , one of his General Officers, pre- 
fail’d with him to defer it for one Day longer, and 
trull the Dilpofition of the Attacks to his Manage¬ 
ment. This being granted him, he divided the Army 
next Hay into two Parts, one of which he order’d 
ro gall the Befieg’d with their Arrows from a rifing 
round that fronted the Eaftern Gate, where the 
all Teem’d lower, whilft he led the other on to the 
(fault, which was directed with great Bravery on 
the one fide, and oppos’d with an equal Refolution' 
on the other. For the Befiee’d pour’d Clouds of 
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Arrows, 


ther. For the Befieg’d pour’d Clouds of 
Darts, and Stones upon the Aflailants, of 


whom great Numbers were {lain, and amongft the 
reft Alcan himfelf, who, being known by the rich- 
refs of his Armour, was drawn by the Hair of his 


Head into the City, 


Wall 


tly 


Whereupon the Sultan, who, being attended by his 
chief Officers, had beheld all from an adjacent Emi¬ 


nence, broke up the Siege, pretending fome urgent 
Affairs had call’d him home, but threaten’d to 
return with greater Forces the Spring following •, 
which he did fome time after in Purfuit of his Cou- 
ifin Cutfrt- MofeSy of whom mention has been made al¬ 
ready, who fled into Arabia, leaving fongrolipix to 
wafte and ravage Iberia , ’till the Approach of Mi - 
ck&el Acoluthus . who was fent out of the Weft to 


chael Acoluthus , who v 
reprefs him, and who, 


Meafures 


threaten’d to force him to a Battel, and oblig’d him 
to retire with the main Body of his Army to fouris ) 
however he left three thoufand forks behind him 
with Orders to infeft the Frontiers of the Empire, 
which they did afterwards with much Eafe, for that 

Mono - 
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Monomachus had left an Example to his Succeflors, 
which they obferv'dwith too much exactnefs, through 

Sloth and Covetoufnefs differing their Dominions to 
be torn piece-meal from ’em, as we fhall have melan- 
choly Occallon enough to obferve in the purfuit of 
this Hiftory. 

The Death The Death of the Emprefs Zoe follow’d foon after, 

jljxttrx t j l£ k 0 p s Q p v/ h om frlenornackus at firft lamented with 

Xm * rtjS ' an unmanly Paffion, abftaining from all Company, and 

comparing her to the Angels above \ but fhortly after 
addrefs’d himfclf with as much Gallantry as the Gout 
had left him to another Lady, the Daughter of an 
Alan Prince, who then lay as an Hoftage at Conran • 
tincple. This Lady was brought into the Palace, fa- 
luted Augujla^ and had he not been retrain’d by the 
Refpe& he bore Theodora , and the Infamy of a fourth 
Marriage, he had, in all probability, marry’d and de¬ 
clar’d her Emprefs •, but, whatever he intended, Death 
in a little time after put an end to that, and all his o* 
ther Defigns ; for the Gout, which fome time be¬ 
fore had ieiz’d on his Limbs, being increas’d by his 

Intemperance, at length prevail’d inwardly, and left 
him time enough toconfult about, but not to declare 
or confirm his Succefior. 

A. D. Tho’ he had hitherto exprefi’d a great Efteem and 
iOf4- Refped for Theodora , yet either for that he thought 

the Management of Publick Affairs too weighty for 
a Woman’s Shoulder;, or ellc, being induc’d to it by 
the earnefl Perfuafions of fome about him, efpecially 
of John the Eunuch, a delpicable unworthy Wretch, 
who had other Defigns in view, he defign’d Niccpbo- 
rus , who commanded the Forces of the Empire in 
Bulgaria , to fucceed him the Buflnefii was manag’d 
with much Caution and Secrecy, and Nicephorus fent 
for without the Knowledge, as’t was thought, of Theo¬ 
dora, who however receiv’d an Account of all their 
Traniactions ; and leaving the Emperor in the new 
Monailery of St. George , which he had built in Man- 

ga>:a } ibe went, attended bvhermoftfuithfulFriends, 

to 
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to Conflantinople, where, in the great Palace, fhe wa$^ onoma ~ 
proclaim'd and falured Emprefs ; the News whereof 0 *!? di V' 
being brought to Monomackus exafperated his Diftem-dmal*-" 
per, and left him no other Power than to teftifie,»W E»a 
by a deep Sigh, his Diflike of it, with which he end- 
cd his Days, after he had reign’d twelve Years and 
eighc Months, or fomething more. 

Of this Emperor it made be faid, that during his 
Reign, Fortune, by turns, fmil’d and frown’d upon 
him; for as in his Time the Turks, through his na¬ 
tural Lazinels, or want of Money, grew exceeding 
powerful in Afia, and extreamly harals’d the Ter¬ 
ritories of the Empire, fo had he the good Luck to 
fupprefs all fuch as rebell’d againil him at home. The 
belt Quality he had was his Charity, for he daily re¬ 
lieved the Poor, and built an Hofpital for Old Men, 
whom \g .- had render’d incapable of getting their 
own Subfiftancej his many ill ones the Reader will 
find in the Account we have already given of him. 
dome fay, that both he and Zoe dy’d of the Plague, 

which indeed rag’d fo violently at that time in the 
City, that he Quick were hardly fufficient to bury the 
Dead; however the befl Authors agree, that he 
dy’d of the Gout, aggravated by his great Intempe¬ 
rance to Women, in the fixteenth Year of Henry the 
Third Emperor in the Weft, and the laft of Jobnxhc 
Twentieth Pope of Rome , A. D. I0f4. 

Theodora , having thus receiv’d the Imperial Crown,Theodfr. 
which (he challeng’d as well by Virtue of an He- ra>1 M *~ 
reditary Right, as the Confent and Approbation^ 7 ”^ 
of the People, took Care fir ft to chaftife fuch as 
had propos’d and attempted the Promotion of Ni- 
f -fhorn , whole Eftates were all confifcated, and 
their Perfons banifh’d. She depriv’d Ifaacius Com - 
mus of his Command in the Eaft, and banifh’d 
Byenr.ius a Macedonian, whom Monomachm had fenc 
“ r the Head of his Countrymen againft the Turksj 
hxuife, upon the Death of that Emperor, he had 
’■toiov’d with the Macedonians under his Command* 
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without waiting for her Orders, to Chryfopolis. Tbeo* 
dore , the Eunuch was fent General into the Eaft 
where be fought with fome Succefs againft thcTurki 
who, upon the Report of Monomacbus his Death, 
prepar’d for new Attempts againll the Empire. The 
prudent Choice of her Great Officers and Minifterj 
of State made the Management of Affairs eafic to 

her, and agreeable to her People. But well grown 
in Years ffic was advis’d to chufe fome fit Perlon to 

be her Afiiitanr, and declare him Emperor, which lhe 

rejected with a manly Refolution, and late conflantly 
upon the Bench her lclf, gave Audience to Ambaffa* 
dors, created Magistrates, and interpos’d her Opinion 
and Refolution in ail Matters relating to the State, as 
well publick as private. In this manner fhe rul’d with 
great Applaufc foralmoft two Years, during which her 
Subjc&s enj >y’d a perf;& Tranquility, fo that they 
generally wiih’d fhe had either been advanc’d fooner 
to the Imperial Dignity, or they might haveenjoy’d 
her longer in it ■, but fhe was in the end feiz’d v/ith an 
Iliack Palijon, which ended her Days. As foonashcr 
Phyfician began to defpair of her Recovery, Leo , fur- 
nam’d S;>aboj'pondyius. Chief Miniffer of State, and 
the Favourite Eunuchs, confultcd on whom they 
might confer the Government,and continueentircto 
themfelves the Power with which Theodora had en- 
trufted ’em After fome Debates they made Choice of 
Michael Stratioticus, a Perfon old and dccrcpid, which 

together with his Ignorance in State Affairs, for he 
had from his Youth apply’d himfelf folely to the Wars, 
render’d him very unworthy offo Eminent a Station: 
I lowevcr, judging him a Perfon fit for their Purpofa, 

they firff made him promife to do nothing without 

their Knowledge and Content, and then perfunded 

7 b:ods:a to make him Emperor-, which being done, 

fhe dv’d in the Month of Auguft, after (he had reigned 

or.e Year and nine Months, A. D. top 6. 

The Advancement of Michael was manag’d with fo 

much Secrecy, and the Death of 'Theodora follow’d fo 

immedi- 
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itrnnediately upon it,that 'fkeodorui the Prefident,and 
Coufin German to Monomachus , knew nothing of it, 

’till Michael was declar’d and acknowledg’d Emperor. 

At which being furpriz’d and incehs’d, he fumraoR’d 
all his Servants, Friends and Dependants to his Aflift- 
ance, and mov’d in the Evening, with a great Train* 
through the publick Streets to the Palace, where he 
protdted againft what bad been done in Favour of 
Michael^ and laid claim to the Empire as of Right be* 
longing to him, who was fo nearly related to the late 

Emperor Menomachus. In the mean time the Prifon upon winch 
Doors were broken open by hisOrdet, and the Mai«**”/«« * 
faftors call’d out to bis Afliftance, fo that a general 
Confufion and Tumult began to threaten the whole 

City j but the Eunuchs in the Palace having receiv’d 

the Alarm, prepar’d with great Vigour to fupprefehim 
both by Land and Water *, which when he underftood, 
he turn’d about, and went to the Great Church, 
where he hop’d to be receiv’d and own’d by the Pa¬ 
triarch and Clergy, who, contrary to his Expedi¬ 
tions, (hut the Doors againft him, and refus’d to ad¬ 
mit him. His laft Refuge was the People, who,being 
generally fond of Innovations, did however in this 
Conjuncture continue firm in their Allegiance, and 
declar’d all for Michael. In this Condition, abandon’d 
by his Friends, who in great Numbers began to forfake 
him, and purfu’d by his Enemies whom he hadjuftly 
provok’d againft him, he fled in a difconfolate Con¬ 
dition with bis Son, and took Sanctuary in the 
Church, from whence he was lhortly after taken our* 
and bamfli’d to Pergamus , where he had time to re¬ 
flect on his inconfiderate Undertaking, and laugh aE 
the Vanities of the World. 

After this Michael enjoy’d the Imperial Dignity 
without a Competitor, and in fuch things as were done 
by the Advice of thofe, who had been the Jftftruments 
olhit Promotion, he adted very well* but whatever, 
be did without their Advice, and in the Execution of 
*hieh they Vvere not fo fitly qualify’d* (hew’d him 
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a weak and unworthy Prince. But he betray’d him- 
felt in nothing fo much as his Behaviour to the Gene¬ 
ral Officers ot' the Army, who had been his Fellow- 
Soldiers under the late Reigns, and whom he ought to 
have regarded as his principal Support. Among thd» 
were IA.icius Comnenas, and Ambujlus Catscalo Men 
renown’d for their great Services and Experience j the 
latter of thefe he remov’d from the Government of 
Antioch , and upon every Occafion affronted Comntw 
He recall'd Bryennitts, whom his Prdeceflor had bi- 
nifh’d and fent him into the Eaft againft the Turks', 
but when he defin’d to have hisEftate reftor’d,which 
Ti:: £ff t.: had taken from him,he gave him a furly De¬ 
nial, a::d fo prepar’d him to embrace the firft Propofi 
lr.ould he offer'd to his Prejudice. 


> For when Anibnp.us and the other Officers had, by 
•reiterated Affronts, been provok’d to confpire agair.il 
him, their Defign was by A rub uf! us his Advice com¬ 
municated to Byycnniu;, as one who was able to affiil 
’em with a powerful Army; and Biycnnias, provok’d 
at the lore Repuifc he had receiv’d from the Emperor, 
cor.cn. i’d veiv leauily with them. Being thus, as 
they c'r.cciv’d, prepar’d for a Revolt, they proceed'd 
to the Choice of anew Emperor, and the Dignity fell, 
by a genera! Suffrage, upon Ambttjhts\ but he, tho' 
a Man of exemplary Valour and Experience, excus'd 
himfelt upon the Account of his great Age, and pro¬ 
pos'd lf.isc:::i Comnenas as the fitted Perfon they could 
promote, to which all unanimoufly affented : and hi¬ 
ving confirm’d their Cho : ce by Oath, they all depar¬ 
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thought convenient, which Jobn'with great Obftinacy 
refus’d, alledging he would fully obey the Orders he 
had receiv’d from the Emperor* whereat Btyennius 
was fo highly enrag’d that he fell upon him, and ha¬ 
ving fiift order’d him to be foundly beaten, com¬ 
mitted him into Cuftody, and then made a Diftribution 
of the Treafure according to his own Fancy. This 
Proceeding had like to have broken all the Meafures 
of the Confpirators, for it happen’d at that time that 
Ljcanthes , a Patrician, who was General of the Ly- 
crnians and Pyfidians , lay with all his Forces near the 
Army commanded by Bryenttius j and being utterly 
ignorant of the Refolutions lately taken by the other 
Commanders in the Ealt, concluded that no one 
could be guilty of fo infolent and Arbitrary a Pro¬ 
ceeding, but who aim’d at the Sovereignty, and there¬ 
fore fell with all his Forces upon Btyennius his Camp, 
and having taken him Priforrer deliver’d him to Opfaras , 
whom he let at Liberty, and who, palliating his Re¬ 
venge with a fpecious Pretence of Loyalty, pluck’d 
out his Eyes, and fent him with an Account of what 
had happen’d to the Emperor. r 

When the Chief Officers of theEaft, who were of A. D. 
the Confpir2cy, had been inform’d of Btyennius his ^ io 5 ' 7 * 
Misfortune, they began to apprehend, lell he, upon 
Examination, fhould reveal their Dcfigns, and there¬ 
fore chofe rather to be in A&ion, tho’ they were not 
as yet throughly ripe for it, than be oppreffd by the 
Emperor before they had leifure to declare themfelves, 
and decide the Quarrel by the Dint of the Sword. 
Accordingly they forc’d Comnenus from his Houfe inlkadu* 
Pephligonia, and having fummon’d the Army together Comne : 

■ ‘ r * . ’ . , . 3 r nus (leelxr d 

iu a lpactous Plain, he was there by umverlal Con- rBr 
fent faluted Emperor, on the eighth of J line , -//. D . the Army , 

I0f7. 

Comnenus , being thus declar’d Emperor, order’d firft 
his Receivers to collect the Revenue and Contribu¬ 
tions in the Eaft, and then marching his Army over 

the River Sangrrius in Phrygia Major, he proceeded 

N j with 
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with flow Journies towards Nice, which he was the 

more willing to get into his Hands, becaufe he judg’d 

it proper for a Receptacle upon all Occafions. The 
Soldiers that were quarter’d in it diflodg’d as foonas 
they heard of his approach, and retir’d to their own 
Homes, to take Care of their refpe&ive Families during 
the publick Ddtra&ions. Some of the Officers fled 
with the News of this Revolt to Stratioticus, who, tho’ 
he faw that almoft all the Forces of the Empire were 
combin’d againlt him, yet he refus’d to ofFerany Con¬ 
ditions of Peace, and prepar’d for a vigorous Re- 
iiiiance. He fent immediately for all the Forcesthat 
lay quarter’d in the Weft, committing ’em to the 
Conduct of fuch Macedonians as were Perfons of the 
greateft Quality and Experience in Warlike Affairs;and 
confidenng into what Dangers his late Behaviour had 
betray’d him, he now carefs’d both the Officers and 
Soldiers, encouraging them with wany Prefents, and 
large Promifes of future Rewards. Having mutter'd 
his Army, he made Choice of T'foodorus , Eunuch to 
the late Emprefs, and s.laron Ducas , a Man of great 
Experience.! and Brother to Comnenus'i Wife, for 
his Generals. 

Thcfe Generals march’d at the Head of their Forces 
to Nicomedia, and from thence fent to break down the 
*.-•••;>. Bridge of Sangarius , that Comnenas might not be able 

to retire back that way, but being forc’d to go about 
they might be furc to come up to him, fo eager were 
they for an Engagement. Comnenus , on the other 

Hand, having ftrongly fortify'd Nice , and left all his 
Baggage and Carriages in that City, encamp’d at 
Some diftance from the Enemy, and offer’d ’em Battel. 
Jmbujlus had the Command of the Left Wing, and 
Romanis Sclents of the Right, whilft he himfelf led 
the main Battel. At firft Aaron, who led the Right 
Wing of the Emperor’s Forces, feem’d to have the 
better, for he broke the eppofite Wing, took Romnui 
Prifoner, and drove ’em back as far as their Camp, 
which he might have taken, and obtain’d an entire 

Victory, 
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Vi&ory,had he not been too diffident of hisSuccefs; 
foi the main Battei began to give Ground, and Com- 
minis had once Thoughts of flying away, and throw¬ 
ing hiinfelf into Nice, when he was inform’d that Am- 
tups, who had born down all before him, was pierc’d 
into the Enemy's Camp, which he had taken and 
plunder’d, at which both he and his Soldiers werefo 
animated, that they charg’d with frefh Vigour, and 
pave the Emperor’s Forces an entire Defeat, many nhich an 

were kill’d in the Purfuir, and fcveral Officers tsf mally 
principal Note were taken Prifoners. When Michael' rot,te ’ 
was firft inform’d of the Overthrow of his Forces, 
he was fo furpriz’d, that had not fome about him 
difluaded him from it, he had fent and offer’d the Im¬ 
perial Crown to Comnenus. Ac laft feveral of the 
chiefefl Senators were fent to treat with him, and in 
Conclufion it was agreed, that Comnenus ihould be 
adopted Cwfar, and all his Followers fhould receive a 
full Pardon and Indemnity; which was immediately 
ratify’d by the joyful Emperor, who promis’d to con¬ 
firm all Comnenus his Officers in their Employments, 
and in a fhorc time to refign the Adminiftration of 
Affairs folely to his Condu&. 

NoPerfon in the Camp oppos’d this Agreement but 

Ambuftus, who contended, with great Earneftnefs, 

That Stratioticus Jhould be depos'd ; that they having de¬ 
priv'd him, by a folemn Oath , they could not 'without Per¬ 
jury re-achmt him to the Throne ; that if they laid down 

their Arms, Comnenus would in the End be infallibly 
poifond , and they pumfh'd with the Lofs of their Eyes. In 
this he was underhand encourag’d by the Senators 
themfelves, who were fent to confirm the Agreement 
in Behalf of the Emperor. Thefe Men reprefented to 
Comnenus the great Advantages he had over Stratioticus ; 
how much the one was deteftedat Confiantinople ; how 
carncftly the other was defired there ; how ready the 
People were to declare for him at his firft Appearance, 

and how unable Michael was to oppofe him. 

N 4 
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Whilft thefe things were thus agitating in the 
Camp, the unhappy Emperor himfelf made void that 
Agreement he had juft lent to have confirm’d, and 
partly by fair Words, and partly by Menaces, oblig’d 
both the Senate and the People to fubferibe a\Vfifing, 
and take an Oath, with moft direful Imprecations, 
never to gi Comnenus the Title of Emperor, or own 
him for their Sovereign; which would have been a 
very unreafonable Engagement, had he defign’d him 
Coe far. This Oath was exacted from ’em whilft Com- 
venus was at a diftance from the City, but being ap¬ 
proach’d within lets than a Day’s Journey to Conflan- 
tinop'.i , they declar’d by common Confent, Comnenus 
to be Emperor, and adjudg'd all fuch as fhould op- 
pofe him to lol'e their Eftates, and be declar’d Ene¬ 
mies to the Roman Empire. This being procur’d by 
the Patriirch, and decreed in the Church, he fent 
MefTengers to Comnenus to invite him to the City, 
and at the fame time, by other MefTengers, order’d 
■ Straticikus to refign, and depart from the Palace. At 
hrlt he had behav’d himfelf with much Caution and 


Comer.' 

L. te 

* 9 

; ; tf.e 


fercraing Fidelity to Stratioticus , but now he made it 
appear how much he had been from the Beginning 
concern’d in the Revolt. W hen the Rifhops that were 

lent to Stratioticus deliver’d him their Meflage, he de¬ 
manded of ’em what the Patriarch would give him in 
Exchange for the Empire, and they aniwer’d, The 
Kingdom of Heaven* He diverted himfelf of the Impe¬ 
rial Habit, and retir’d to his own Houfe in the Ca¬ 
ttle, after he had reign’d one Year:, and Comnenus ar¬ 
riving in the fame Evening, was the next Morning, 
being the firft of September , crown’d in the great 
Chuich by the Hands of the Patriarch, and declar’d 
Emperor of the Romans. 

3 Jiaacius Comnenus, having by thefe Means obtain’d 
: ’thc Empire, very liberally rewarded fuch as had been 
allirtant to him, particularly Michael Cerularius the 
Patriarch, whom he exceedingly reverenc’d, and 

and whereas he had 


rgnjy prefer]’d his Nephews* 
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* 

rais’d himfelf to the Empire by the Force of Arms, 
he immediately caus’d Money to be coin’d with his 
Image holding a Sword. He abrogated all the A&s 
of Stratioticus without Diftin&ion, and refcinded thofc 
of many of his Predecefibrs ; proceeding with an e- 
qrjal Severity to all, as well Senators as common Peo¬ 
ple. Ac length he fell upon the Monafteries, from 
whom he took what the Liberality of former Princes 
had enrich’d ’em withal, and allow’d ’em no more 
than a bare Subfirtance. Thefe his Proceedings made 
him fear’d more than lov’d by his Subjeds, among 
whom no one was found of Courage enough to blame 
or reprehend him, except the Patriarch j who pre¬ 
fuming upon his great Authority with him, and the 
Services he had lately done him, was as infolent in 
hisReproofs, asboundlefs in his Demands, threatning, 
that unlefs he comply’d, to pull him down from the 
Throne, to which he had fo lately exalted him; at 
which the haughty Enipepor was fo incens’d, that 
he immediately banifh’d him } and having firft ex¬ 
torted from him rhe Charter of Privileges and Immu¬ 
nities, granted by Monomachus to his Monaftery of 
Mangana , he preferr’d Conftantinus Lichudcs to be Pa¬ 
triarch in his room. 

The warlike Temper and refolute Behaviour of this 
Prince fo far influenc’d the Councils of his Neigh¬ 
bours, that they attempted nothing memorable a- 
gainft him : For tho’ the Hungarians and Scythians 
ihew’d fome Inclinations to a Rupture, yet upon his 
firft Preparations they fu’d for Peace; fo that hardly 
any thing memorable happen’d during the fhort Reign 
of Comnenus , who in the End quitted the Empire, 
with a Refignation equal to the Refolution with which 

at firft he aflum’d it. One Day, whillt he was Hunt- A.D. 

ing, he was blafted by a Wind or Lightning, which 1060. 
threw him intofuch a Diftemper, that defpairing of a 
Recovery, and confcious to himfelf of the unlawful 
Means by which he had obtain’d the Imperial Digni- 
tv j he made a voluntary Refignation, and retir’d into 

a 
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•H» R*%- aMonaftery, where he difcharg’d the meaneft Office; 
****> Q f the Houfe, and fpent the Remainder of his Days in 

continu’d Acts of Devotion and Contrition, having 
reign’d in all two Years and three Months. The 
teUCrA- Chara&er left us of this Prince reprefents him as a 
r*dtr. Man of mix’d Qualities, in fome Things very com¬ 
mendable, in others as much to be reprehended. He 
was by Nature Valiant, in his Difpofition Arrogant, 
dextrous in the Difpatch of Bufinefs, and inflexible in 
any thing he had once refolv’d upon* he was exceed¬ 
ing skilful in Military Affairs, and tho’ illiterate him- 
felf, yet he was a great Encourager of Learning and 
learned Men. When he was tax’d with his ambitious 
afle&ing the Empire, he reply’d. That the Domination 
of a Fellow-Servant , who deny'd him his jujl Reward, was 
intolerable. He is faid to have been fo exceeding 
Chafte, that falling ill once when he was from home, 
and his Phyflcians preferibing the Company of a Wo¬ 
man as a means to relieve him, he utterly refus’d to 
meddle with any other than his own Wife. 

Before Ccmnenus refign’d the Empire he was advis’d 
to provide it with a Succeflbr, in the Choice of whom 
he rather confulted the publick Safety of the State, 
than the private Intereft of his own Family* for tho’ 
he had fevcral Children and near Relations of his 
own, yet he made Choice of Conflantinus Ducas, who 

was eftcem’d a Man very worthy fo high a Dignity. 
Const as- Dttcas , being thus ele&ed by Comnems , and approv’d 
tin us Du- Q f by t be People, was crown’d with great Solemnity 

zs.Confiantinople\ having formerly difcharg’d the great- 
eft Offices in the State with the general Approbation, 
he was efleera’d the fitreft Man in the Empire for 
that high Dignity, tho’ he afterwards appear’d, in 
the courfe of his Adminiftration, fubjed: to fome Vi- 
A. D- ces altogether unworthy of a Prince. He began his 
iz 6 i. Reign with the Promotion of feverai Perfbns, who 

had appear’d the bell affeded to him in his private 
State, and the Refliturion of others, whom the Se¬ 
venty of his Predecefibr had depriv’d and excluded} 

not- 
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notwithftanding which he narrowly efcap’d being op- 
prcfs’d by a Confpiracy form’d againft him by fomcof 

hismoft intimate Friends, which, being fortunately 
difcovcr’d and fupprefs’d, he proceeded with no greater 
Severity againft thofe who had ungratefully foment¬ 
ed it, than to a Confifcation of their Eftates: After 
this he apply’d himfelf with great Diligence to the 
Affairs of State, and aded upon ailOccafions with fo 
muchjuftice and Moderation, that he had deferv’d to 
have been reckon’d among the good Princes, had not 

all his good Qualities been poifon’d by an infatiate Duas p,, r 

Covetoufnefs, which betray’d him to the fevere R- e *^« 
fledions of his Subjeds at home, and expos’d the Ter- t*U t Err- 
ritories of the Empire to the Infults of the barbarous/"" 
Nations abroad* for Ducas influenc’d by fome Maxims 
that had lately (educ’d feveral of hisPredeceffors, out 
of a fordid and unfeafonable Principle of good Huf- 
bandry, fuffer’d the Frontiers to lye naked, and by 
that means gave the ‘Turks an Opportunity of extend¬ 
ing their Conquefts, which they did on every fide. To 
this chiefly may be attributed the Ruin of the Eaftern 
Empire * for the Soldiers being thus negleded and 
unrewarded, grew remifsand una&ive, and the Poifon 
which might have been flopp’d in time, diffus’d it 
feif by degrees, infefted firft the extream Parts, ’till 
at length it became invincible, and by an irrefiftiblc 
Progrefs in the End feiz’d on the Head. His ufual 
Maxim was, By no means to begin a War, but if the 
Empire was threaten’d with one from abroad, he 
maintain’d it to be at leaft cheaper, tho’ not fo ho¬ 
nourable, to court the Barbarians with Prefents, and 
to buy a Peace, rather than to be at the Expence of 
Levies and Mufters. 

This Difpofition in the Emperor, as it occafion’d A. D. 
the Lofs of fome Provinces in the Eaft, fo it encou- 1067. 
rag’d the Uzians , a Scythian People, to make a terri¬ 
ble Irruption into the Empire* for having taken Ni- 
aphorus Botomatcs , who was afterwards Emperor, and 

hifilius Jpocapes Prifoners* they pafs’d the Ifler to the 

Number 
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Number of five hundred thoufand Men, and wafting 
all the Country thereabouts, march’d up into Mace- 


o-*'e 


* * fv - 


4 m 

yet he made no Preparations to re* 


don'uu and from thence into Greece, where they liv’d 
td 1 + at D feretion, dellroying all before ’em. Tho’ the 
*-■* p- Emp Tor feem’d fufficiently lenfible of the Calamities 

-;ic: : c j s Subjects, yet he made no Preparations to re- 

rare their Oppreflbrs, but anfwer’d thofe who ear- 
ncftl conjur’d him to it, That it 'xzs impojjible to repel 
'em. * So that inltead of marching at the Head of an 
Army againft ’em, he endeavour’d topurchafe a Peace 
by rich Prefents made to the Chief Officers, and j 
Prom;fe of an Annual Tribute for the future. When 
he found that, notwithftanding all this, they conti¬ 
nu’d their Hoftilities with more Baibarity than before; 
and being revil’d by his Subjects, as one that facrific’d 
the Empire to his own fordid Temper and miferable 


Covetoufnefs : 


Prayer, 
* ™ 


In this Calamity he betook himfelfto 
der’d a general Faft to be obferv’d 


and order’d a general Faft to be obferv’d 
>u: his Dominions, after which he march’d 


throughout his Dominions, after which he march’d 
out againft ’em with no more than a handful of Men, 
as fome have written, tho’ others fay his Army con* 
filled of no left than an hundred and fifty thoufand 
Men, which however was far inferior to the Num¬ 
ber of the Scytbizut } who, being firft exceedingly 
weaken’d by the Plague that had rag’d in a terrible 
mtnner among ’em, were fuddenly fet upon by the 
H'WgsritiWy whofe Territories they had wafted in 
their Paffiigc into the Empire, and who cut ’em en¬ 
tirely oft, and did the Emperor’s Bufincfs for him 
without the Affiftance of his own Army. 

This was the moft remarkable Action that happen’d 
during the Reign of this unaftive Prince, towards the 
end of which many of the Churches and moft magni¬ 
ficent Palaces at Confuvntimple u-ere overthrown by an 
Earthquake, which was attended by a Comet follow¬ 
ing the Sun with its Tail directed tc the Eart: Icwas 
keen by the Inhabitants of Confi.intinopk for forty Day* 

together, and lerv’d to remind the Emperor of his 

approaching End j for having contracted a Oifcafe, 

V. hicll 
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which by this time grew incurable, he apply’d his 
Thoughts to the Settlement of the Succeflion in his 
Family. He had three Sons by the Emprefs Eudocia , 
whereof Conjlantine the youngeft, being born after his 
Advancement to the Empire, had fome time before 
been inverted with the Imperial Ornaments, but now 
he caus’d his other two, Michael Ducas and Andronicus, 
to be declar’d Emperors, and left the Empire to ’em 
all 5 but confidering they were young and incapable, 
he tuft requir’d an Oath from the Emprefs never to 
marry, which, being taken with great Solemnity, was 

lodg’d in the Hands of the Patriarch, and then appoint¬ 
ed her to be Regent during the Minority of her Chil¬ 
dren. Afterthisheexa&edanOath from all the Sena¬ 
tors, that they would admit of none for Emperors but 
! his Sons} and having, as he thought, by this means fet¬ 
tled the Imperial Crown upon his Polterity,he dy’d after Ducas his 
a Reign of five Years and fix Months, in the fixtieth Death > 
Year of his Age, in the fifth Indi&ion, A. D. 1067. 

He was a Man of exemplary Piety and Jullice, un-W ch¬ 
iefs fometimes he was biafs'd by his Avarice, which r4iSfr - 
raade him in the Dccifion of Gontroverfies not al¬ 
ways obferve the Prcfcript of Laws, but to determine 
contrary to Law, and with a Refpeft of Perfons. 

Tho’ he was unlearn’d himfelf, yet he had a great 
Efteem for learned Men, declaring often, That it 
would have pleas'd him better to have been enobled by 
Learning than Sovereignty. He proceeded with much 
Moderation againft luch as conlpii’d againft him: He 
was a great Lover of Plain-dealing, and Men of In¬ 
tegrity } and had it not been for his abominable Co- 
vetoufnefs, which reign’d predominant over all the 
reft of his Qualities, he had undoubtedly enrich’d the 
Throne with many Royal Virtues. 

ConJlantine was no fooner dead, but the Turks , hear- Turks 
ing the Management of Affairs was lodg’d in the 
Hands of a Woman, in Contempt of her Sex, and (Bf0 
the tender Years of her Sons, fell with great Confi- prt. 
denee into the Provinces of the Empire, waiting Me- 

fopotdu. ia t 
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fopotamis , Cilicia and Cappadocia at pleafure *, which 
being reported at Conjlantmople very much affi&ed the 
Emprels, who found her feif in no Condition to op- 
pole ’em. The greatcft part of the Army had been 
disbanded in her Husband’s Days, that which was on 
Foot was undifciplin’d and licentious ■, the People in 
general were diflatisfy’d, and fome, who were Ene¬ 
mies to her Family, Teem’d to commijerate the prefent 
State of the Empire, which requir’d a Man of Worth 
and Courage at the Helm, inftead of a weak, helplcfs, 
and unregarded Woman ■, and this they urg’d with 
the greater Heat, becaufe they thought the Emprefs 
would never think of marrying in regard of the Oath 
fhe had lately taken. Eiidocia was quickly inform’d 
of what had been mov’d with fo much freedom again!! 

her, and knew the only way Ihe had left to prevent 

the Mifchiefs with which fhe was threaten’d, was to 
marry fome valiant deferring Man, who, being en- 
trufted with an abfoluce Command, might protect her 
and her Children. 

Dio-k^ Romanus Diogenes was at that time a Prifoner at Con- 

*“ Jlantinopie, where he had been committed by the Em¬ 
prefs, to whom he was accus’d as one whoaffe&edthe 
Empire. He was a Perfon of a very beautiful Afpccf 
and generous Temper : Being about this time call’d 
out to receive the Sentence of Death, which his Am¬ 
bition had dtferv’d, the whole Afiembly were touch’d 
at the Appearance of the unhappy Prifoner, whofe 
illuftrious Birth (for he was defeended from the Em¬ 
peror Romania /hgyrus) and excellent Qualifications 
Teem’d to have defign’d him for a more honourable 
Fate, with the Confiderations of which no one was 
more affected than the Emprefs her felf. Having 
therefore put a flop to the Sentence they were ready 
to denounce again!! him, fhe gently check’d him for 
his ill-tim’d Ambition -, and having obtain’d an Oath 
from him for his future Fidelity, the fir 11 fet him at 
Liberty, and fhortly after made him General of all 
her Forces, firmly rcfolving in her felf to marry him? 
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if {he could but recover the Writing, in which her 
Oath was compris’d, out of the Hands of the Patri¬ 
arch. In this fhe was aflifted by a Favourite Eunuch, 
who apply’d himfelf with much Art and Diffimula- 
tion to that Prelate, telling him that the Emprefs had 
caft her Eyes upon one Batdas , a young Gentleman 
of the Court, and the Patriarch’s Nephew, and was 
fo well affe&ed to him, that fhe would gladly marry 
him, and make him Emperor, if the Patriarch would 
difcharge her of the Oath fhe had lately taken, and 
convince her of the Lawfulnefs of it. Johannes Xi- 
fhilinus , a Pcrfon of great Probity and Learning, was 
at that time Patriach of Conftantinople j and tho’he 
was othcrwife averfe to the Honours and Vanities of 
this VVorld, yet being dazzled with the Profpe& of 
his Nephew’s Promotion, readily promis’d the Eu¬ 
nuch to concur with the Emprefs in whatever (he 
(hould defire of him relating to that Matter, and ac¬ 
cordingly Ihordy after reprcfcnted to the Senators, 
whom he lent for one by one, “ the dangerous Con- 
“ dition of the Empire, continually threaten’d with 
11 Foreign Invafions, which were not to be reprefs’d 
“ by the Hands of a weak Woman, or the Authority 
11 of young Children, and therefore requir’d the Va- 
“ lour and Judgment of fome defervingMan. Then 
“ he took an Occafion to exclaim againft the rafh 
“ Oath, which had been unjuftly impos’d upon the 
“ Emprefs. rather to fatisfie the jealous Humour of 
“ the late Emperor, than for any Advantage could 
“ arife from it to the Commonwealth ; he there- 
“ fore urg’d how reafonable it was for the Emprefs 
“ to be difcharg’d from the Obfervance of it, that 
“ being thus let at Liberty fhe might make choice 
“ of fome worthy Perfon, able to undergo the Bur- 
“ den of Affairs, and to take upon him, in this vi- 
“ fible time of Danger, the Prote&ion both of the 
“ Emprefs, her Children, and the Empire. Thofe 
few of tl’.e Senate, who were not mov’d by thefe 
Arguments, were overcome by more prevailing 
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Emprefs, 


Gifts from the Emprefs ; fo that the Patriarch, by a 
A. D. Publick Act of Senate, reftor’d the Writing to her ■ 
icxS8. and the, having thus ciicumvented the Patriarch, and 
Diogsnes g 0C her felf dilcharg’d from her Oath, fhortly after 

tht marry’d Diogenes, who was thereupon proclaim’d Em¬ 
peror. 

Diogenes being thus, by a furprifing Turn of For¬ 
tune, advanc’d from a Prrfon to the Throne, imme¬ 
diately confulted what were the molt proper Ways 
to rettrain the Progrefs of the Turks, who grew e- 
very Day more terrible, and threaten’d the Empire 
with an univerfd Inundation. He found the Ar¬ 
mies of the Empire in a very deiperate Condition, 
which was chiefly owing to the Avarice and In¬ 
activity of the late Emperors. The Provinces were 
utterly impoverifh'd, and the Affairs at home in an 
unfettled Condition j notwithftanding all thefe In- 
conveniences, being a Man of a hardy refolute Na¬ 
ture, he palVd over into /ifii at the Head of a 
fmall Army ill provided, ufing all the means pof- 
fiblc to recruit and fupply it as he march’d along. 
Shortly after he was inform’d that the TurkiJIj Sul¬ 
tan hearing of his Approach, and ignorant of what 
Numbers he was leading againll him, was retir’d 
himfelf j but having divided his Army into two 
Bodies, font one of ’em into the Southern Parts of 

and the other into the North, which deltroy’d 
all the Country as they march’d along ; and fur- 

prifing the City of Nco-Csfarc.i, now Nexaru in 
Ponttis , had luck’d it, and were gone off with a 
rich Booty. Hereupon feleccing out the lighted 
Troops he had in his Army, he coafted the Coun¬ 
try with great Expedition, and never relied ’till he 
was got betwixt the Turks and home ; and falling 
fuddenly upon ’em charg’d -’em lo briskly that they 


Xr. ’ {'.l 


Tcrk:. 


Hi. s cafs fled away in great Confuiion, and lefc all their Bag 

gage and Carriages, and whatever they got in their 
late Expedition, and the Sac;; of Xco-Cafaret, be¬ 
hind ’em ■, from thence the Emperor march’d to 

Jiefip, 
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jkppo , which was deliver’d up to him, together 
with Hierapolis , where he ihortly after built a ftrong 
Caftle. Here whilft he lay, being inform’d that part 
of his Army, which he had detach’d to join the 
Forces he at firft had left behind him, were in dan¬ 
ger of being overthrown by the Turks , he decamp’d 
with all Expedition, and march’d to their Relief 5 
but the forks far exceeding him in Numbers, fur- 
rounded him on a fudden as he lay encamp’d near 
’em, and threaten’d him with an unavoidable De- 
ftru&ion. At the fame time the Governor of Aleppo 
treacheroufly revolted from him, ai d went over to 
the Enemy, who in great Confidence of an aflur’d 
Vi&ory, were already dividing the Spoils * but the 
Emperor, without founding a Trumpet, iffu’d fud- 
denly out of his Camp, and fell with great Violence 
upon ’em, as they lay in Security, little prepar’d 
forfo unexpe&ed an Attack, fo that they were ea- 
fily routed, and he mighc have had an entire Vi¬ 
ctory over ’em, had he thought it advifeable to pur¬ 
sue ’em far from his Camp. Several Towns were 
lfter this deliver’d up to him as the Confequence 
jf his Vt&ory, and having difpers’d his Army into 
Winter-Quarters in Cilicia , and the Parts adjacenr, 
he return’d himfelf to Cdnfiantinople j where he had 
hardly time to repofe himfelf, before he was in¬ 
arm'd, that the reftlefs forks were again Invading 
he Frontiers of the Empire after their ufual man- 
ler, and had done much Mifchief about Neo-Cce- 
'irsa j fo that in the beginning of the Spring he 
i'as forc’d to renew his Expedition againft them, 
ind having reprefs’d their Fury in thole Parts, he 
etir’d into Cappadocia , where he was inform’d that 
he Turks, having defeated Pbilaretus , whom Dioge- 
w had left for the Security of the Frontiers upon 
he Euphrates , had afterwards fack’d Iconium , a rich 
ind populous City in Cilicia ; whereupon he pre- 
'jr’d to march againft ’em in Perfon, but hearing 
u3t upon the Report of h:s coming they were rc- 
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tir’d, he fen: the Governor of Antioch to flop their 
Paffage near Mopfucjiia , who found the Work, in a 
great Mealure, done to his Hand by the Arm - 
nians, who fell upon ’em in the Plains of Tarfu S) 
and ilripp'd ’em of all their rich Booty; and they 

hearing that the Emperor’s Forces were approach¬ 
ing fled away by Night, and with great Difficulty 
efcap’d into their own Country} which the Empe- 
ror underftanding, and the Year being far advanc’d, 
he firft fettled the Affairs of the Provinces, and then 
return'd once more to Ccnjlantinople , where he made 
vigorous Preparations for a powerful Expedition a- 
gainfl: the Turks the Spring following. 

It is not to be conceiv’d what great Alterations 
were wrought in the Army in fo fliort a time, as 
fmee this Emperor’s Advancement} Levies were re¬ 
gularly made, the Legions were duly Officer’d, and 
the Officers juftiy encourag’d} fo that had not 
Diogenes his Authority come to an untimely End, he 
had in all likelihood been as terrible to his Neigh¬ 
bours as moft of his Predeceffors} but Fortune ap¬ 
pear’d as abfolute in his Deftruction, as (he had been 
before in his Exaltation, and Fate had determin’d 
ctherwife of the Empire. 

In the beginning of the Spring the Emperor 
march’d into Ajia^ and mufter’d his Forces in Ar- 
rr.crtis^ where one cf t-he Legions mutiny’d again!! 
him, for that they thought him too fevere in his 
Difcipline of the Army} but he, with an unfhaken 
Cor.ftancv, threaten’d to turn the reft of the Ar¬ 
my againlt ’em, and fo quickly pacify’d ’em. In 
the mean time the Tli ks began to be in Motion 
on the other flde, and Itveral Actions happen’d 


between Paitiei detach'd from both Armies, in one 


of which -V/.':* t.-J: A.v.. ? a 
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Genera! Gr the Emperor, was 
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taken Prifoner, and 
Trkijb Sultan, and 



This 



Chap.HI. XCIV. Romimis IV. 195 

This Prince, being a Man ofgreat Experience and The Turks 
Sagacity, reflecting on the doubtful Event of War,”™** 0> 
and the numerous Forces the Emperor had rais’d a -pfj” A 
gainit him, ft nt his Ambafludors to Diogenes with Pro- w :.rh .ire 
pofals for a firm and honourable Peace } but the 
peror inclining inadvifedly to the Advice of fome a- 
bouthim, who peifuaded him that this Condefccnfi- 
on in the Sultan proceeded from Fear, and an Ap- 
jrehenfion of his Power, return’d a haughty Anfwer 
by the AmbafTadors, and prepar’d for an Engage¬ 
ment. A great Body of his Troops, under the Com¬ 
mand of Rufelius , one of his mod experienc’d Officers, 
was abfent, and a Company of Scythians , who ferv’d 


in the Roman Camp, revolted to the Turks, and there 
was great reafon to think that their Countrymen, 
who were left behind, would foon follow their Ex¬ 


ample j notwithstanding which the Emperor, either 
prefuming that the Strength he had remaining was 
fufficient for the Service, or being hurry’d by his De- 

iliny, drew out his Forces into Order of Battel, and 
fell upon the Enemy} who {till flattering them- 
felves with fome hopes of an Accommodation, were 
very much furprizfd to be thus unexpectedly charg'd, 
and behav’d themfelves like Men, who were equally 
unwilling to fight and to fly. However the Difpute 
was continu’d with various Succcfs on both fidcs the 


greateft part of the Day, for tho’ the Turks fome- 
times gave Ground, yet they kept themfelves in Or¬ 
der, and charg'd briskly upon the Romans, ’till Dioge¬ 
nes , who was by this time advanc’d at fome diftance 
from his Camp, which he left weakly guarded, began 
to apprehend left the Enemy, who were fuperior to 
him in Numbers, fhould afTault and take it, and there¬ 
fore perceiving the Night to approach he founded a 
Retreat, and retir’d in good Order with that part of 
the Army which he commanded in Perfon: But An- 
dronicns , the Son of 'John Ducas, Brother to the late 
Emperor Cor.Jlantine, who look’d on Diogenes his good 

f ortune with a malicious Eye, and had a great Body 
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of the Romm Forces under his Command, publifh’d 
boldly, to thofe who were near him, that the Empe¬ 
ror fled ; and to encreafe the ConfuGon he faw ’em 
in, and confirm their Fears, he fuddenly turn’d his 
Horfe about, and fled with great Precipitation to 
the Camp, and was follow’d in adiforderly manner by 
the reft of the Army, whom the 1 Turks purfu’d, and 
did great Execution upon the Fugitive Chriftians. 
The Emperor, feeing the Condition his Forces were 
in, did all that lay in his Power to make ’em ftand; 
but they, being prefs’d hard by the Enemy, were 
deaf to all Orders, and lhifted every Man for himfelf. 
The Emperor, being thus forfaken by his Army,and 
opprefs’d by the Multitude of his Enemies, many of 
whom he flew with his own Hands, was taken Pri- 
foncr, having firft receiv’d feveral Wounds, and had 
his Horfe kill’d under him. When firft the Sultan 
heard of his being taken he could hardly give Credit 

to it, ’till he was allur’d, by the Ambafladors he had 
lately fenr, that it was the Emperor, and by Ba/ila- 
cm who fell down at his Feet, and paid him the 
Honours due from a Subject to a Soveraignj where¬ 
upon Axan embrac’d the Royal Priloner, who feem’d 
dejected, and afham’d of his Captivity, and advis’d 

him to beai with Patience the Chance of War, which 
gives the Victory not always to the Brave, but For¬ 
tunate ; promifing, at the fame time, to ufe him not 
like a Captive, but an Emperor, which he did ac¬ 
cordingly, lodging him in a Royal Tent, entertain¬ 
ing him at hi.-> own Table, and releafing fuch Prifo- 
ners for whole Liberty the Emperor petition’d > and 
wh°n he bad thus entertain’d him with great Magni¬ 
fy nee for ftveral Days together, a perpetual Peace 
was concluded betwixt ’em, and the Emperor dif- 
mifs’d with Inch Honours as never could have been 
expected at the H~nds of an Enemy and Barbarian. 
Being thus difmilVd he went attended with the fur- 
k <n,b; iTmorc, who were to fee the Peace rati* 

where he at¬ 
tended 





tended fome time for the Cure of his Wounds, defign- 
j n g, as foon as he was recover’d, to proceed on to the 
Imperial City, where fuch Alterations had been made 
curing rhe unfortunate Prince his Captivity, as pro¬ 
mis’d him but an uncomfortable Welcome. For John, 
the Brother to Conflantinus Ducas, and Pfellus a chief 
Senator, and others of the fame Faftion, hearing Dio¬ 
nnes was taken Prifoner, thrud Eudocia the Emprels 
from the Government, and having forc’d her into a 
Monaftery, proclaim’d her elded Son, Michael Ducas , Michael 
E mperor j who being young and ignorant, John a£fc- DuCAS ‘ 
ed as his Guardian, and arrogated to himlelf the foie 
Management of Affairs, preferring Pfellus , and fuch 
other of his Accomplices as had been indrumental in 
the late Revolution, and difcountenancing all thole 
who feem’d in the lead difpleas’d at it. 

In the mean time hearing Diogenes was releas’d, and A. [) 
that, being recover’d of his Wounds, he was approach- 1071. 
ing the Imperial City, he iffu’d out Letters in the 
young Emperor’s Name, commanding all the Gover¬ 
nors of che Provinces,through which he was to pafs, 
not to receive or obey Diogenes as Emperor, but to de¬ 
ny him all the Honours due to that high Dignity; and 
being inform’d that upon the News of fo unexpedted 
a Revolution he was fortifying bimfelf in a Caftle 
call’d Docia, whither fome of his mod faithful Friends 
rtforted to him, he fent Andronicus his elded Son, Dio- 
l?nes his inveterate Enemy againd him. Andronicus 
having eafily defeated him, purfu’d the unfortunate 

Prince to Adana , a City in Cilicia, where being clolc- 
lybefieg’d by Andronicus , he was at length forc’d to 
furrender upon Condition he might retire to a pri¬ 
vate Life, and live unmoleded. Andronicus , having 
thus got him into his Power, carry’d him into Phry- 
P in expectation of farther Orders from the Court. 

Here Di,ogenes fell dangeroufly ill, being, as many 
bfpefted, fecretly poifon’d* and, as if all this were 
n °t fuTicient, his Eyes were fhortly after in a bar¬ 
barous manner pull’d our, and he confin’d to the 
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Ifland Prota , where he ended his Days in a moft mi- 
ferable Manner; for as there was no Care taken of 

his Wounds his Eyes putrify’d, and Worms bred out 
of the Putrifaciion, which created fuch an abomina- 
D bie Smell, that no one could endure to come near 

r ; . him. This unfortunate Prince fuffer’d all this withan 

admirable Patience, and dy’d foon after in the Month 

of October , after he had reign’d three Years and eight 

Months, A. D . 1071. 

Some fav the young Emperor was wholly ignorant 
of that barbarous Cruelty, and that it was donebythe 
Contrivance and Authority of John his Uncle; how- 
ever it were, he muft be allow’d to have been as un¬ 
fortunate, and to have deferv’d it as little as any of 
his Piedeceflbrs. All his perfonal Merit, and Publick 
Zeai for the Welfare of his Countrv, could not avert 
the Di vine Indignation, for being a Party to that 
Breach of Oath in Eudocia the Emprefs, who her 
felf receiv’d but fmall Satisfaction from fo egregious 
a Prevurication; for as at firil his necefiary Atten¬ 
dance in the Wars forc’d her Husband from her Em¬ 
braces, fo was fhe her felf at lad lhut up in a Mo- 
naiterv, ar.d not fuffer’d by her Prefence to Admi- 

• * J 

miler to him, to Comfort and Condole with him 
in the utmoit of his Extremities, and the fevered 
Trials. 

Diogenes being thus remov’d, to the great Detriment 

of the Empire ; Micbal Ducis was generally receiv'd 
for Emperor, but being fluggifh,and uncapable, the 
chief Management of Affairs refided in bis Uncle John 
and his Family, who govern’d all with an indifputed 
Authority, and npply’d their Power to the Oppreflion 
of thofe they were bound to proteffc. As foon as^.v- 
an heard of the miferable End of the late Emperor, 
he relented it with a generous indignation, and con¬ 
ceiving the perpetual League he had fo lately conclu¬ 
ded with Diogenes was hereby render’d inefft£l:ual,he 
ref liv’d milantly to revenge the Death ofhis Allic, and 

to invade the Imperial Provinces, not fo much now 

for 
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for the fake of Spoil, but as one who refolv’d per¬ 
fectly to Conquer what he Invaded, and Polfels what 
he had once Conquer’d. 

The Emperor hearing of the great Preparations of 
the Turks, fir ft fent Ifaac Comnenus, Son of the late Em¬ 
peror Comnenus, againft them* who, marching at the 
Head of a numerous Army, at firft hadfeveral Advan¬ 
tages over the Infidels, whofe advanc’d Parties he en¬ 
gag’d with Succefsj but being too hafty to bring it to 
a general Engagement, he was, after an obftinate Di- r/,f Turks 
fpute on both Sides, totally defeated, his Army put to 
the Rout, and himfelf taken Prifoner, and forc’d fome Arm ,, 
time after to redeem himfelf with a vaft Sum of Mo¬ 
ney. In the mean while the Emperor, having rais’d 
another Army,appointed his Uncle John Ducas Com¬ 
mander in chief, who had, in all Probability, fuc- 
ceeded in his Expedition had it not been for Rufelius , 
or Ur felt us, a Gaul, who with fome Troops of that 
Nation which he commanded, having revolted from 
the Emperor, defeated John near the River Sangarius, 
and took him Prifoner > and tho’ he fhortly after releas’d 
him, and join’d with him againft the Turks, yet were 
his Troops fo broken by the lateA&ion, and the Spi¬ 
rits of the Soldiers in general fo difeompos’d, that 
Axan engag’d them on a fudden, overthrew and took 
’em both Prifoners, and had undoubtedly put fil’d his 

Conqucfts without any Oppofition, had he not been 

diverted by the Motions of Cutlu-Mofes, of whom 

mention has been made already, who fled from Tan- 
grol'tpix , the late Sultan, but hearing of his Death re¬ 
turn’d with great Forces out of Arabia, and laying a 

Claim to the Sovereignty, prepar’d to decide the 
Controverfie by a Battel. 

Thefe Divifions among the Turks mull in time ex¬ 
ceedingly have broken their Strength, to the great Be¬ 
nefit of Chriftendom, had not the Caliph of Babylon, * 
who, tho’ he had been depriv’d of his Temporal Sove¬ 
reignty, yet continu’d to cxercile an Authority over 
them in Matters of Religion, reprefented to ’em the 

O 4 great 
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great Danger they were in by their Inteltine Diflen- 

tions, which had already deftroy’d the Great, and 
otherwife Invincible Empire of the Saracens, and 
would infallibly do as much by them, did ihey not 
come to a fpeedy Agreement, and aim mumally a. 
gainif the 'Jhriftians. Thcfc Words, which c.;rry’d 
an unanfwerable height with them, wrought fo fea- 
fenab’e an EfF'< 3 : up >n the Co.npetitois, that they 
imm diaHy i id d tnei" Arms, and agreed robe 
dot min d by the r laliph’s A; bination •, v’ho inftant- 
ly i c'eed that Ax n (hould enjoy, with an undif- 
* R'ghr, rho new Monarchy io lately ere&rd by 
hi' Father in the Upper Ajia, and fhould affift Cutlu- 
Moles ai d his Sons in rhr Cnnqueft of fuch Parts as 
they aftei -"ards obtain'd, and Call’d from them 7 »r- 
ccma:::a , where they were to rule with an abfolute 
and independent Authority. This Order, fo perni¬ 
cious to the CcndaUb.cpoiitau t mpire, was purfu’d with 
fuch Application, that in a fhort time they fubdu’d all 
Med::, the Provinces of Lycaonia, Cappadocia, Pont us, 
Bitty mi, and in the End made Nice the Seat of their 
Empire. 

N oris t v is : heir extraordinary Progrefs to be won¬ 
der’d ac, conudriing ir happen’d during the fluggiih 
Reigns of the pre-t nt F.rrperor Michael Ducas , and his 
SuccdTor Nicephorus Botoniates , whofe W eaknefs and 
Incapacity encourag’d other Pretenders to the Impe¬ 
rial Dignity, fome of whom, the better to purfue their 
Pretentions, were not atham’d to join with the Turks 
themfelves, and make ufe of their Afliftance; it be¬ 
ing natural to Ambition to apply without Shame the 
mod infamous Means to the obtaining their unwar¬ 
rantable Ends. Among thefe, in the firft Place,was 
Ruftlius before mention’d, who having, fromiisYouth, 
ferv’d in the Roman Army, had acquir’d much Expe¬ 
rience and Reputation j and tbo’ his late Revolt had 
de!erved!y render’d him fufpedled to rhe Emperor, yet 
being red-' 
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Wife, 

reftofd to Favour, and entruiled with a confidcrable 
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Command in the Leffer Afia, where having join’d to 
him feveral Troops of his own, and other Nations, 
and being fecretly promis’d the Prote&ion of the Turks, ^. ufdia * 
he threw off his Obedience to the Authority that had*-^*' 
fent him thither, and afpir’d at nothing lefs than the 
Empire. 

Michael-, upon the firft notice of his Rebellion, fent 
feveral Commanders of great Efteem againft him, 
who, by their feveral Overthrows, ferv’d only to 
encreafe his Hopes and Preemption. Some he cir¬ 
cumvented by Fraud, or over-power’d by fuddenand 
unexpe&ed Onfets, and the reft, being affifted by the 
Turks, he defeated in open Battel •, ’till at length the 
Emperor was advis’d to fend Alexius Comnems , who 
was afterwards Emperor, againft him. Alexius , tho* 
at that time very young, yet was even then look’d 
upon to be a Man fubtle and daring, and therefore 
judg’d the fitter to contend with Rufelius. He ac¬ 
cordingly in a few Days, with a wonderful Succefs, 
put a flop to rheCourfe of the Ufurper’s Fortune, and 
reduc’d him to fuch Straits that he was forc’d to apply 
himfelf to Tutach , who commanded at that time for 
the Turks, with whom he offer’d to join both his 
Intereft and his Forces. Alexius , who well knew the 
Confequcnce of fuch a Conjunction, refolv’d, if poffi- 
ble, to prevent it; he therefore, by Meffengers fent 
on purpofe to Tutach , reprefented to him. The Peace 
that was at that time betwixt the Emperor and the Sultan , 
which it was his Duty religioujly to obferve: He told him, 

Rufelius was equally obnoxious to the Turks anff the 
Romans •, that having conquer'd the latter his Ambition 
would make him carry his Army into Per fia, where he would 
repeat the fame Iloftilities he had already committed in the 
Differ Afia j and knowing the mercenary Mind of the 
Barbarian, and how powerful Rufelius his Prefents 
had formerly been, he offer’d him an immenfe Sum 
of Money, upon Condition he would deliver the U- 
furper up into his Hands j and concluded by telling 
him, He would not only oblige the Emperor , who was ready 

to 



191 


Mr.J * fut- 
Wtj'id t’j 

Alexius. 



The Roman Hiflory. Vol. V. 

to reward bint for fo feafonable a piece of Service, hut 
would do a thing highly acceptable to the Sultan himfelf ,, 
whs bad great reafon to be offended at a Man o/Rufelim 
his ambiguous Temper , who had , by Turns , been a Trait a 
as well to the Turks as the Romans. 

Tut act was affected with no part of this Meflagf, 
fo much as that wherein mention was made of theRe. 
ward. Having therefore, after a fhort Confutation, 
demanded a certain Sum, which was readily promis’d 

him by Alexius, he feiz’d fuddenly on Rufelius , and 
fent him bound to Amafa, where the Romm General 
then lay, who, with much difficulty, rais’d the Money 
by a Contribution from the Inhabitants of that City, 
and fent Ru r e!ius to Con/fantinople , having firft order’d 
him to be blinded, as feme have alledg’d, tho’others 
affirm the contrary ; after which he reduc’d all thofe 
Towns that had either declar’d for Rufelius when firft 
he ufurp’d, or had been forc’d by him afrerwards. 
Having, in the beft manner he could, compos’d the 
Diforders of thofe Parts, he return’d to the Imperial 
City, the Affairs of which were then in the utmoft 
Confufion, for the People were generally diffatisfy'd 
with the Government, and almoft every Day receiv'd 
fome new Ground for Complaints. 

About this time the City was afflifted with a 

grievous Famine, during which the covetous and 
improvident Emperor, who ought to have reliev’d 
the Inhabitants with a Fatherly Affection, leffen’d 
the Meafure of the publick Corn, and confequently 
rais’d the Price of it, which defervcdly got him the 
Sirname of Parapinaces. His Avarice had render’d 
him fo ungracious to the People, that they feem’d 
prepar’d to lay hold on the firft Opportunity to re¬ 
move him, of which, tho’ he was fufficiently falli¬ 
ble, yet he rook no Care, by any popular Aft, to re¬ 
commend himfelf to ’em. 



rhefe Jealcufics and Difcontcnts at home, 
having renew’d the War, prevail’d on every 
i. Nicephorus Botcr.iatcs had been fent to 
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command the Forces of the Empire in Afia , where 
being render’d confiderable by his many Services, and 
having wonderfully enrich'd himfelf, by which means 
he was enabled to bribe the “Turks to countenance his 
Undertakings > he refolv’d no longer to ferve a Prince 
! founiverfally contemn’d and diflik’d, but to fet up for A. D. 
himfelf. Accordingly having fir ft try’d the Temper 078. 
of his Soldiers, whom he had oblig’d by his Libera¬ 
lity, he enter’d into a Treaty with the Turks, who 
made a great Advantage of thofe frequent Revolu¬ 
tions in the Empire, and was fhortly after declar’d 
Emperor by the Army. 

Michael was fo ill prepar’d for fuch a Defection, 
that he receiv’d the News of it with the greateft Con- 
ilcrnation, which was aggravated, becaufe much a- 
bout the fame time he was inform’d Niccphorus Bryen- 
nius , who commanded in Dyrrachium , was preparing 
for the like Attempt upon the Imperial Authority in 
the Weft, and was fo far from moving to his Affi- 
ftance againft Boloniatcs, that trulting to his own 
Strength, and the AffedHon of his Soldiers, he refolv’d 
to declare againft ’em both In this Extremity he 
call his Eyes upon Robert Giti[chard, a Norman by Birth, 
but at that time Duke of Calabria in Italy, to whofe 
Daughter he had promis’d his Son Conjlantir.e in Mar¬ 
riage-, but Robert was at that time too much employ’d 
at home to fupport his Allie, lb that Michael , unable 
of himfelf to oppofe his Advcrfarics, and delpairing 
of Affiftance from abroad, upon a certain Information 
that Boloniatcs was approaching the Imperial City at 
the Head of a numerous Army, compos’d as well of 
Neks as Chriftians, he fubmitted to an invincible Ne- 
ceftity, and having firft endeavour’d to foften Ni¬ 
ccphorus by an humble fubmiftive Melfrge, he with a 
kerning Chearfulnefs refign’d the Imperial Orna* Michael 
naents, and retir’d into a Monaftery, out of which r 'A nj - 

he was fhortly after remov’d, and made Arch-Bilhop 

of Epheftts. 


Thus 
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Thus ended the Reign of a Prince, who, fucceeding 
one who haddeferv’d fo well, and been fo ferviceablc 

to the Empire, was from the Beginning very unac¬ 
ceptable tohisSubje£fcs j tho’ in fomeRefpe&shewaj 
worthy of Commendation, for he was naturally ad¬ 
dicted to Learning, which was almoft the only thing 
that met with Encouragement throughout his Reignj 
for bsfides his exceffive Covetoufnefs, he was fubjeft 
to detra& from and opprefs fuch as were more defer, 
ving than himfelf. How he behav’d himfelf under 
his new Office is left uncertain, tho’ we {hall have 
occafion to make fome mention of him upon another 
Account hereafter. 


nJ 


of Michael 


pko™ «- cepbo r u$ enter’d Conjlantinople , where he was a 

ledo’d E noeror on the twentv fifth of March. 


Z/r 'f iria '- anc j being crown’d by the Hands of the Patriarch, 

prepar’d with all diligence to reduce Bryennius, whom 
be ennfider’d as a dangerous Competitor, both in re- 
fpeft of h:s Perfonal Abili ies, and the great Courage 
Brr?rmiu• and Difcipline of his Troops. Bryemius wasdefeended 
mCy^nthe from an Illuftr:ous Family, and fo well qualify’d both 

in his Perfonand his Mind, that he feemd drfign’dby 
Nature from his Birth to Command. As hcm.rch’d 


Eaftward from Dyrracbium , the Cities through which 
he pafi’d receiv'd him virh ■ pen A'ms, and reiterated 
Acclamations, and his Party tncreaPd fo vifibly every 
Dav, that for fome time tr was doubtful who was the 

J 7 

Perfm defign’d to be obey’d. Botouiates was not fo 
well fecur’d of the Affeftions of his People at home, 
to undertake the Expedition himfelf, bur committed 
the Conduct of the War to Alexius Cotnnenus , who, 
tho' created General in Chief of all the Forces for 


that purpoD, with fomeUnwillingnefs undertookit} 

for a; the Eaftern Forces were chiefly employ’d for 
the Defence of the Frontiers ngainft the 'Turks , who 
grew every Day more powerful, fo the greateft part 
of thofe in the Wed: had declar’d for Bryennius , and 
left an inconfiJerable Body to oppofe him. 


Alexius 
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jlexius was fent at the Head of thefe againft Bryen- tgainft 
0 Sj having receiv’d the Promife of being reinforc’d whom 
Ljth feme Turkijb Auxiliaries j but without waiting 
Lr their Arrival he mufter’d his Army, and began ' 
|j)is March, well knowing how favourable the leaft 

I lpelay would be to Bryennius , to whom the People in 
[general were fo well affe&ed; and cocfidering how 
ouch he was inferior to the Enemy in Strength, he 
prepar’d rather to circumvent him by Stratagems, 
thanoppofe him in the Field. 

Accordingly he endeavour’d, as much as he could, 
ro conceal from Bryenntus, in his Marches and En¬ 
campments, the Weaknefs of his Forces-, and when, 
after feveral Attempts on each fide, and Skirmilhes by 
Parties, he thought fit to bring it to a general En¬ 
gagement near Calaura in 'fbrace , he made fo good a 
life of his Ground, and fo artfully difpos’d his Forces, 
that Bryennius was in the end defeated and taken Pri- 
foner. The Fortune of the Day continu’d doubtful 
forfome time, Jlexius making that good by his Stra¬ 
tagems which he wanted in Men - t tho’ had the 
Scythians, that ferv’d under Bryennius, purfu’d the Ad¬ 
vantage they had at firft over their Enemies, and had 
forborn to plunder ’till they had been aflur’d of the 
Vi&ory, it had not declar’d fo foon for Jlexius ; who, 
during the Confufion the unfeafonable Avarice of 
thofe Barbarians had created, feiz’d on Bryennius his 
State-Horfe, adorn’d as it was with the Imperial. 
Ornaments, according to theCuftomof thofe Times; 
and having order’d ir to be led up and down the Ar¬ 
my, proclaun’d aloud that the General was flain. 

By this Device Jlexius fix’d the Fortune of the 
Day •, for on the one Hand it added frefh Vigour 
to the Imperial Troops, and quite difpirited thofe 
of Bryennius on the other j and it was impoflible for 
mtn to convince them of the Error, into which they 
fad been betray’d, ’till it was too late > wherefore 
finding himfelf irrecoverably loft, he at length fled vh> takft 
•far the reft, and was taken in the Puifuit, having ^. Pr,m 

fi r it 
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f*rfl giving extraordinary Proofs of his Perfonal Va 


lour. 


Co 


ini fermion due to his Perfon and Misfortunes. Ha -1 
ving failed his Forces in Quarters of Refrefhment, 
he let forward with this unhappy Prifoner to Con -1 

t/A', but before he could reach the Imperial 
Citv, Rorllu;, the great Favourite of Botoniate r, met I 
him with Orders bom the Emperor, in whofe Name 
he requir’d Bjcr.nlus to be deliver’d up to him, and) 
gave him a Commiffion to march back againft A^.l 
hcinsy who began to appear as dangerous to the Em¬ 
pire as Bryennliti had been before him. 

was a Pcrfon remarkable for the Strength 
of his Body, and great Prefence of Mind, which made 
him bold, and capable of the mod hazardous Under¬ 
takings. Being naturally proud and ambitious, hchad 
been long defigning what he now thought fit to put 
in Executions like the Heir of Brysr.nius his Courage, 
as he prov’d afterwards of his Misfortunes, he prevail’d 
with the Men of Intereft in the Weft to declare for 
him, and at the Head of a confiderable Number of 
Veteran Soldiers, and the Boors of the Country, who 
were join’d by thofe that had efcap’d the late Defeat, 
he fee out from Dyrracbium to Thejfalonica , which he 
eafily toek, and having been declar’d Emperor in his 
March, he there began to exercife his Imperial Au¬ 
thority. 


In the mean time Alexius, having drawn hisTroops 
out of their Quarters, march’d into e thefi'aly i and per¬ 
ceiving how much Bafilacms was fuperior to him in 
Force, he encamp’d himfeif very advantageoufly be¬ 
tween two Rivers, prepar’d to prevent any Surprize, 
aud vigilant to lay hold of ail Advantages. Baftlacm 
lay encamp'd very near him, and knowing the Cau¬ 
tion of his Adverf.ry, and how difficult it would be 
to bring him to an Engagement, he refolv’d to fall on 
his Camp by Night. Of this Alexius being apprehen- 
five, cn.her from his own natural Sagacitv, or the In- 
formau n of Deiliters, gave Orders for all to be ready 

by 
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so 


j the Evening •, and having commanded the ufual 
Fires to be kindled throughout the Camp, and his 
own Tent to be illuminated with Lamps, as foon as 
Night approach’d he march’d out with his Forces 
without the lead Node, and pofted himfelf at a con¬ 
venient diftance behind his Camp, expefting the Iflue 
of his Stratagem. Bajilacius , on the other fide, having 
prepar’d his Men for that purpofe, waited for the Op¬ 
portunity he promis’d himfelf from the Darknefs of 
the Night, and then broke with great Violence into 
Jtexius his Camp j where, whilft his Forces were 
difpers’d to kill their Enemies, whom they thought 
to find afleep, he himfelf prepar’d to furprize their 
General in his Tent, whither he march’d with full 
confidence j but was hardly fenfible of his Error, and 
the Danger he had thruft himfelf into, before Alexius 
return’d in a regular Order, and fell fuddenly upon 
thofe, who, thinking their Enemies fled, were in a 
diforderly manner intent upon the Spoil, and unpre¬ 
par’d at firft to make any Refiftance. Bajilacius , be- but " 
fide the Difappointment of his Prey, found now 

what great Difadvantages he was "to contend } how- " X ' U *' 
ever he reduc’d his Forces into the bell Order he was 
able, and make good his Defence all that Night, and 
fome part of the Day following j but at length his 
Men, who were forc’d to fight upon unequal Terms, 
began to give Ground, and perceiving Manuel , Bafi- 
kius his Brother, was taken, they fled with great 
Precipitation, and threw themfclves with their Ge¬ 
neral into Tbejfalcnica , whither Alexius clofely pur¬ 
g’d ’em, and immediately fummon’d the City > and 
becaule he was willing to get Bajilacius alive, if pof- 
fible, into his Cuftody, he promis’d Security to his 
Perfon, and his Intereft with the Emperor for an In¬ 
demnity for what was paft, provided he would fub- 
mit and furrender himfelf. 

Bajilacius was fo far from accepting of thofe advan¬ 
tageous Conditions, that he prepar’d to hold out to 
die hit Extremity j but the Inhabitants, who were 

afraid 
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afraid left Alexius fhould demolifh their Town, open’d 
their Gates, allowing Bafilacius juft time enough to 
retire into the Caftle, whither he carry’d with him 
the fame invincible Spirit, before the Vi&oriousGe- 
neral was receiv’d into the City. Here Alexius once 
more made Offers of an Accommodation to Bafilacius , 
who with an unfhaken Conftancy once morcrejeded 
’em, chufing rather to fall like a Soldier with his 
Sword in his Hand, than fubmit to his Enemies} till 
the Soldiers, who were to defend the Caftle, terrify’d 

at Alexius his Succefs, laid violent Hands upon him, 
and deliver’d him up to the Reman General} who, 
together with his Prifoner, fent an Account of his 
Vi&ory to the Emperor, who commanded Bafilacius 
his Eyes to be pluck’d out, and dignify’d Alexius with 
the Title of S chafes, or Auguflus. 

A. D. By thefe Services Alexius render’d himfelf confide- 

rable in the Empire, and made way for his future Ad 
vancement, which he lhortly after effected, 
he was faithfully aflifted by his Brother Ifaac , and 


trJ t.iK{7l 
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under-hand by Maty theEmprefs, at firft theWifeof 
Michael Ducas , and afterwards of his Succeffor Nice- 
pkorus Botoniales. Nic-.pbortss, being an eafie, improvi¬ 
dent, and una&ive Prince, fuffer’d himfelf to be go¬ 
vern’d by Boriius and Germaines, two Scythian Brothers, 
who, well acquainted with the Arts of the Court, 
reign’d there with an invidious Authority } when they 
perceiv’d that Botouiates was too much declin’d in Years 
to hope for anv I flue of his own, they advis’d him to 
think of a Succeflor} and he, tho’ Conftantinus Ducas , 
Son of the late Emperor, and his own Son-in-Law, 
had an ir.difputed Right to fucceed him, yet, after 
feme Corfuitanm with his two Favourite 1 -, he de¬ 
clar’d privately in Favour of Synadcmus, a Youth rela¬ 
ted to \ 1m, of iiluftrious Parentage, great Beauty,and 

Qualities uncommon r ) one of his Yeais. 


o; other 
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-'agnation was n.--t manag’d with fo great Se- 


C" r .but the Empref had '.itimation of it, and be 
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were doing her Son, (lie difeover’d all to Ifaac and 
Jlexius Comnenus. Ifaac had lately marry’d one of her 
near Relations, and Alexius was fo powerful in the 
Army, and had been juft then adopted by her, that 
(he was eafily per fwaded, both by Affinity and intereft, 
to apply to them ^ and they, being naturally Ambi¬ 
tious, and by Birth laying a Claim to the Empire, 
drove to ftrengthen her Kefentments, and promis’d 
her all imaginable Affiftance. 

The Intimacy that daily appear’d betwixt theEm- 
prefs and the Comneni adminifter’d juft Grounds of 
jeabufie to the two Favourites, who therefore at firft 
endeavour’d to render ’em fufpedted to the Emperor, 
and when they found that could not be effected, they 
prepar’d by fome violent Means to remove ’em. Of Alexins 
this Alexius receiv’d a leafonable Information, fome^"^"* 
fay by means of the vigilant Emprefs her felf, fo that^^T, 
having firft inform’d his Mother and Relations of the/L a Rt* 
Danger they were in, he apply’d himfelf to Pac*ria-™b-. 
m, a Principal Officer in the Army, the Smalnefs 
of whofe Stature was abundantly made good by the 
largenefs of his Soul, his Experience in the Wars, 
and llluftrious Birth. Pacurianus being inform’d by 

dkxius of the two Brothers Defigns, without any 
Hefitation return’d him this refolute Anfwer, If exrly 
tbe next Morning you will withdraw to the Army , behold 
litre the faithful Companion of your Flight and Fortunes $ 
but if you delay a Moment longer , / will inftanily difeovef 
dl to the Emperor , and inform him of the treafonable Pro - 
pfds you have made me. Alexius , charm’d with fo 
generous a Proceeding, came immediately to this 

Agreement with him, which was confirm’d by Oath, 

Tiiat whenever the one fhould be advanc'd to the Impe¬ 
nd Dignity , the other fhould faceted him in all his Em • 
foments. 

fhis being done to their mutual Satisfa&ion, A* 
b;aj, Ifaac ms, Pacurianus , and the reft of their Ad¬ 
herents, fled early in the Morning towards the Ar« 
lying then upon the Borders in Thrace , from 
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of the late Emperor Confiantinus Ducas , living then in 
thofe Parts, with Invitations to partake of the En¬ 
tertainments, a ; they term’d it, which they had been 
preparing. John at firft receiv’d the Meflenger with 
much Oonftei nation j on the one Hand he was a. 
fraid of the Emperor’s Refentment, (who had al- 
readv entertain’d a Tealoufie of him) fhould the 


Jealouk 


him) Ihould the 


Confpirators mifcury; on the other he apprehend¬ 
ed the Power of the Comncni , who were Makers 
of all the Forces quarter’d in that Country, and 
were able to punith him upon a Refufal •, to this 
Confideration he added another of no lcfs weight, 
the general Diflatbfj£tion of the People upon the 
great Progrefs of the Turks, who prevail’d in all 
Parts, and had lately taken the City of Cyzicus, 
which made ’em orone to any Innovations. Here- 


I 

City of CyzicuS) 


>.L*r! 

C*MNi 


which made ’em prone to any Innovations. Here¬ 
upon he chearfully embrac’d the Propofals, and or¬ 
dering his numerous Retinue to be got ready, he 
fet forward on his Journey, and on his way inter¬ 
cepted an Officer, who was going with a great 
Treafurc, part of the Emperor’s Revenue, to Cm- 
Jlantinople , which he feiz’d, and by fo unexpe&ed a 
Supply, render’d his Appearance more welcome to 
th« Com-,lent. 

Immediately upon his Arrival the Chief Officers 
of the Army confulted what was next to be done, 
and after fome Confideration whether Ifaacius , or 
;s Alexius fliould be declar’d Emperor, it was unani- 
KUS moufly decreed in favour of the latter, as well at the 
j negation of Ifaacius himfeif, as by the Advice and 
earneft Exhortations of ffohn Ducas , and all his pow¬ 
erful Relations, who were the more inclinable to 
him becaufe Alexius had marry’d Irene , one of their 
Familv. Accordingly Alexius was declar’d, and fain¬ 
ted Emperor bv all the Army, which he led, by long 

Marches, towards Conflantinople, receiving the decla¬ 
mations and Acknowledgments of all the Cities aj 


he pafi'd. 
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Nicephortts receiv’d the News of his Approach with 
theutmoft Confternation •, his Age had robb’d him of 
[hat Strength and A&ivity for which he had hereto¬ 
fore being defervedly renown’d, and his prefent Dan¬ 
gers had render’d him uncapible of fafe and whole- 
forae Councils. The Citizens in general were difaf- 
fefted, the Senate irrefolure, and tho’his two Favou¬ 
rites, and fome others continu’d faithful to him, yet 
they feem’d rather refolv’d to Fall with him, than 
capable of Prote&ing him. The Scnfe of his own 
Ufurpation added a weight to his prefent Confufion, 
and the Wrong he had done others taught him what 
he was to expert himlelf. 

Whilft he lay under thefe Apprehenfions Alexius 
approach’d the Imperial City, to which he thought 
not fit to lay a regular Siege, but by flight Skirmifhes, 
and momentary Attempts, try the Temper and Incli¬ 
nations of the Inhabitants; chufing rather, ifpoffible, 
to have it betray’d into his Hands, than by the Obfti- 

nacy of a Siege to force it. In this he was very hap¬ 
pily affifted by George Palteologus , a Perfon of Princi¬ 
pal Authority in the Empire, who at firft was with 
great Difficulty perfuaded to efpoufc the Intereft of 
the Comneni ; but having once embrac’d it he appear’d 
a very zealous Champion for them, tho’ his Father 
continu’d firm in his Obedience to Botoniates. This 
Man enter’d into a Treaty with him, who had one of 
the Quarters of the City committed to his Charge, 
and he promis’d to open the Gates at the fame time 
that PaUoIogus.) who got fecretly into the Town, was 
to give Alexius a Signal from the Turret, that he might 
march and take Pofieffion of them. This Defign wa SHe t*k*s 
executed with a Succefs fuitable to the Secrecy with Conftan- 
which it was concerted i and the Comneni were Ma- tmop **' 
fters of the City before Botoniates knew it was affault- 
ed. Alexius his Army, being compos’d of Barbarians 

u well as Chriftians, ’tis incredible to relate the Mif- 
chief they did in that rich and populous City, which 
they plunder’d with an unheard-of Brutality, with- 
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out any regard had to things facred, robbing the I 
Churches as well as Shops, prophaning Cloyfters, I 
and unripping Houfes with an equal Impetuofity. I 
Palaologus , having thus gain’d Ad million for Aim- I 
us his Troops into the City, fo dexteroudy manag’d I 
the Officers of the Fleet then riding in the Haven, I 
that they all declar’d for the new Emperor* and Boto- I 
mates lent to offer a Submiffion to Alexius , to whom I 
he propos’d wholly to refign the Power of Emperor, I 
provided he might be differ'd to (hare the Name with I 
him, and referve fome of the outward Ornaments of I 
the Imperial Dignity. To this the Comneni arefaidto I 
have allented,but were with great Ob ft inacy oppos’d I 
in it by John Ducas , who, difeovering his implacable I 
Hatred to Botoniates, upon the Account of his Ne -1 
phew Michael , would fuffer Alexius to liften to no I 
Accommodation. In the mean time Borilus , obfer -1 
ving with how much Security Alexius his Soldiers! 
rang’d throughout the City, drew together a good Bo -1 
dy of Forces well arm’d, and of approv’d Fidelity, 
with which he offer’d Botomates to fall upon theun-l 
thinking Enemv, and promis’d to give him a good 
Account of his Undertaking. This Offer was thank¬ 
fully receiv’d by the difconlolate Emperor, but Ccf- 
ma the Patriarch happening to be prelent, and dread¬ 
ing the EffuGcn of Blood, from which, after thefiril 
>. Impreffion, Alexius his Soldiers had hitherto abftain'd, 
•'•••advis’d him at length to fubmit to the divine Will, 
and retire to a private Life, rather than by his Ob- 
Einacy fuffer the City to be polluted with the Slaugh¬ 
ter ofChriftians wallowing in each other’s Blood, 
Bcieni.vcs was fo lively touch’d with this Heavenly 
Exhortation, that he immediately retir’d out of the 
Imperial Palace, and fled for Refuge to the Great 
Church * where with much Difficulty, he was pet 1 
fuaded to be fhaven,and to turn Monk, after a Re:g n 
cf aimed three Years, during which he did nothing 
anfwerable to the Expectation Men had conceivd ot 

him before his Advancement, but leic the Empire in 
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a worfe Condition than that wherein he found it, 
Offering the Turks to gain Ground every Day in Afia , 
without undertaking any thing effectually to reftrain 
’em. His great Favourite Borilus made it appear in 
the end how much he lov’d the Authority, and how 
little he efteem’d the Perfon of his great Matter and 

BenefaCtor j for when he found that the Patriarch’s 
Admonitions had prevail’d, contrary to his Advice 
and Expectation, and that the confus’d Emperor had 
forgot to diveft himfelf of the Imperial Gown be¬ 
fore he quitted the Palace to retire to the Church, 
he violently tore off the Jewels that were fatten’d 
to the Sleeve, adding with an infolent Reproach, 
that an Habit, depriv’d of all Ornaments, beft be¬ 
came the Condition he had with fuch a poornefs of 
Spirit embrac’d. After Botoniates had been for fome 
time in the Cloyfter, he was ask’d by one of his inti¬ 
mate Friends, with what Temper of Mind be bore that 
Chany of Condition? To whom he reply’d, That he 

found nothing unpleafant in his prefent State of Life , but 

his enjoin'd Abftinence from Flejh } an uncommon An- 
fwer to an obvious Queftion. 
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CHAP. IV. 

Front the Beginning of A lexius his Reign*> ’till 

the JFejtern Chriflians expelfd the Greeks 
out of Conilaminople. 



I.TF Alexius had confider’d the unhappy ConcluGon 
JL of the late Reigns, he would have had fmall 
reafon to have coveted his Advancement; but Ambi¬ 
tion, like a vicious Glafs, reprefents things in their 
wrong Colours, .nd makes fome Men fond of the 
Imperial Puiple, tho’ in the end it proves as pernicious 
as Hercules his Shirt. The greatelt andbeft Pretence 
to Power is a larger Opportunity of doing good, tho’ 
in the mean time a Man has as full a Scope for the 
Exercife of his Virtues in a G il, as upon a Throne, 
and that Water which flows from a polluted Fountain, 
how clear foever it may appear, mull be dangerous 
and unwhoifome. However Ulurpations were, by 

tho rme, grown to familiar to the ConJlanlinopolitm ) 

that he only was judg’d to have a Legal Right, who 
had the longefl: Sword; and Succeffion was fo far 
from bc.ng cblerv’d among ’em, that Pofleflion it 
felt was an unregarded Plea, unlefs fupported by the 
Force of Arms; than which nothing can be more 
pernic.ous to the Safety of a State, or more appa¬ 
rently threaten the DifTolution of it. 

w 

p). Alexius , having thus mafter’d the City of Conftanii• 

10 g, K ' J pl e -> was immediately, upon Botoniates hisRcAgnati¬ 
on, crown’d by the Hands of the Patriarch, in th 
Month of Aprils in the fourth Indi&ion, An. Dm. 
10S1. After which he took care, in the bell manner 

he could, to reward thofe who had been inUrunicntal 
in his Promotion; but found himfelf (o unable to 
anfwer all their Defcrts, or Expectations, that he * ; 

oblig'd 
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oblig’d to invent new Honours and Dignities to gra¬ 
tae them. Conjlantinus Ducas , the Son of the late Em¬ 
peror Michael , was honour’d with a Shadow of the 
Imperial Dignity he was fuffer’d to wear an Impe¬ 
rial Crown, and make ufeof the other Ornaments in- 
feparable to that Dignity. He fign’d with Alexius in all 
Ads and Grants, was faluted with him in all publick 
Acclamations, and follow’d immediately after him in 
the general Proceffions. A Promife of this his Mo¬ 
ther Mary, the late Emprefs, is faid to have obtain’d 
from the Comneni before they undertook to declare a- 
gjinft Botoniates, which was now confirm’d by a Gol¬ 
den Bull at the lnftigation ofJohnDucas, who thought 
it the only Means to perfuade Mary to quit the Impe¬ 
rial Palace, from whence he was defirous to remove 
her, either out of an inveterate Averfion to her Per- 
fon, or aDiftruft left fhe fhouldgiveOccafion to fome 
new Commotions; for fhe was a Princefs belov’d by 
the People, and of fo exquifite a Beauty, that tho’ 
fhe was fomething paft the Prime of her Years, it 
was thought no impoflible thing for her to enfnare 
one of the Comneni. However, having thus provided 
for the Honour and Safety of her Son, fhe withdrew 
to Manganciy and contented herfelf with a private Life. 

After this Alexius proceeded to reward his Brother, 
and the reft of his Relations,which he did with fo li¬ 
beral a Hand, that he thereby impoverifh’d hisTrea- 
fury, which threw him upon unjuft Exactions and 
illegal Ufurpations, the unhappy Effe&s of which he 
feverely felt afterwards. When this was done,know¬ 
ing how much the late barbarous Behaviour of his 
Soldiers in the City had offended the Clergy and the 
People, he thought the only way left to reconcile 
himfclf to ’em, was to make a publick Confeflion, 
and undergo a publick Penance ; which he did with 
more Art and Defign, as fome affirm, than Humility 
and Devotion: For having made an open Acknow¬ 
ledgment of his Rebellion, and the great Damage 
the Imperial City fuftain’d, as a Confequence of it, 
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-the Patriarch enjoin’d him, and all tbofe who had af- 
firted him in the Defection, a Penance for forty Days ; 
during which they were to fart, and fleep on the 
Ground, in the Performance of which none appear’d 

fo chearful as the Emperor. 

Having, as he thought, by rhefe Rewards and Ex- 
A?.-': *■ piarions fettled the Minds ot his People at home, he 
in began to obferve the growing Power of the Turks, 
T_:is, yvhefe Sultan Sdym.in had, during the Diftra&ions of 

the late Reigns, fix’d his Court at Nice, and from 
thence made daily Incurfions up as far the Bofpho- 


rus , roving without Control upon the Sea-Coafts, 
and always returning loaden with Booty. To prevent 
this, the Emperor order’d fufficient Numbers of his 
Forces to embark onboard light Pinnaces defign’d for 
that purpofc, who coarting along the Shoar by Night, 
where-ever they found the Turks not exceeding them 
in Numbers, landed on a fudden, and fell violently 
upon ’em; and having done fufficient Execution, 
they as fuddenly reimbark’d, and prepar’d for the like 
Gnfct upon fome other Port, which they attempted 
with an equal Succefs. This they continu’d fo long, 
and harrafs’d the Enemy to that Degree, that they 
were forc’d to quit their Stations upon the Shoar, and 
remove farther up into the Country; whither the 
Romans follow’d ’em, feiz’d the Ports they had defert- 
cd, from whence they tir’d ’em by their frequent A- 

larms,and fo gaul’d ’em by their fudden and unexpect¬ 
ed Artaulrs, ftill deluding ’em with as quick a Retreat, 
that the Sultan, who had lort many of his Subje&s in 
rhis tumultuary War, thought it advifeable to lue for 
Peace. 
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Though Alexius was fenfible of the Necefiities to 
which he had reduc’d the Turks, and howeafie it was 
for him to purfue his prefent Advantages, yet he rea¬ 
dily liffen’d to the Overtures made him by Solym&ns 
Amb ifLdors, who thereupon concluded a Peace be¬ 
tween him and the Sultan, 
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Ir has been truly obferv’d, that the Turks ow’d the 
Extent of their Dominions, which in time cover’d fo 
great a Part of the Earth, rather to the uahappy 
UifTcntions among Chriftians, than the Courage or 
Pifcipline of their own Forces, of which the Hiftorv 
before us affords an undeniable Inftancc. For whilft 
j'exius was managing the War againft the Turks with 
fo much Conduft and Succefs, he was diverted from 
the Profecution of it, upon Advice of the Preparations 
Robert Guifchard ', Duke of Pavia, and Calabria , was 
making againft him in the Weft ; which made him 
think rather of fecuring what ftill remain’d of the 
Empire to his SuccefTors, than recovering thofe Parts 
as had been wrefted from his Predecefiors. 



This Expedition of Robert giving ground to feveral Robert 
of Alexius's Aftions in the Series of his Reign, it will Guifchard 
not be improper to make a particular Enquiry into h '. s 
the Rcafons for it. Robert was by Birth a Norman , the Alodus. 
Son of Tancred , Lord of Hauteville - f who having a 
numerous Family, and but a fmall Eftate, fent his 
two ddeft Sons, about the beginning of the eleventh 
Century, to try their Fortune in the Wars againft the 
Saracens in Italy , where they behav’d themfelves with 
great Courage and Succefs, and taking an Occafion 
to be their own Paymafters, they feiz’d on certain 
Places in Pavia , and fending for their Brethren, they 
in time eftablifh’d their Dominion in Italy. Robert , 
the third Son, as he furviv’d moft of his Brethren, fo 
he prov’d the moft fortunate. He, not content with 
Pavia, conquer’d the greateft part of that Country 
which is now call’d the Kingdom of Naples , and took 
upon himfelf the Title of Duke of Pavia and Calabria , 
which he enjoy’d many Years without a Competi¬ 
tor. Being a Prince of an afpiring ambitious Temper, 
he perfuaded the Emperor Michael Parapinaces to be¬ 
troth his young Son Conjlantinus Ducas to his Daugh¬ 
ter, which Michael , who law how much he flood in 


cod of Foreign Afliftance, readily confcnted to } 
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the end of Bctoniatcs his Reign, he carneftly folicited 
Robert and the Pope for his Reftoration, which jfo 
hert very readily undertook. This is the Account left 
us by the Latin Writers, from whom the Greeks differ 
only in this, that it was not Michael himfelf who j m . 
pbr’d Robert'% Affirtance, but a Monk call’d 

fuborn’d by Robert to pei fonate that unhappy Prince, 

and thereby give a better Colour to his Under¬ 
taking. 

Alexius, upon the firft Advice of Robert's Motions, 
difpvch’d away George Palteolegus to lecure the City 
of Dynacbium , and other Ports in thofe Parts •, the 
Governors of which having not as yet fworn Allegi¬ 
ance to him, gave him great Reafon to fufp'ft they 
would with the firft Opportunity revolt to his Enemy. 
At the fame time he endeavour’d, by rich Preients 
and large Promifes, to ftir up the Weftern Princej 
againft Robert, efpecially Henry the German Emperor, 
with whom he offer’d to enter into the ftrifteft Al¬ 
liances, nor did. he omit to make fuch Pro*ifion at 
home as the Danger with which he was threaten’d 
indifpenfibly requir’d, fie fent for all the Forces 
quarter'd in the Eaft, except fome few left for the 
Scwn.-.y of the Borders, and commanded the general 
Officers to make new Levies as they march’d along. 
By frequent Mufters, and large Donatives, he con¬ 
firm’d the Minds of his Soldiers, and in every refpert 
behav’d himfelf like a Prince who was fenfible of the 
Power with which he was to contend, and the Dan¬ 
gers that naturally arife from Foreign Invafions. 

In the mean time Robert , having left his Son Roger 
as his Lieutenant in Italy , fee fail with all his Forces 


from Brunduf.um , and landed at But hr o turn or Butrinto 
in Epirus , where he was join’d by his Son Bohemond , 
who ha' ing firft landed at Aulon , a Sea-port Town 
in Albania , took it at the fir if Affault. Here Robert 
divided his Forces into two Bodies, with one of which 
he intended to proceed by Sea to Dyrrachium , whilft 
his Son march'd towards it by Land at the Head of 

the 
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tbe other, refolvingat once to befiege it by Land and 
Water. But Robert was hardly put out to Sea before 
he was overtaken with a furious Storm, which fepa- 
rated his Fleet, deftroy’d feveral of his Ships, and 
fuffer’d himfelf with great Difficulty to efcape afhorei 
where reflecting on the Numbers of Men he had loft, 
he allow’d thofe that furviv’d feven Days time to rc- 
freftl thetnfelves, at a Place call’d Glabinitza , where 
that Body which his Son commanded came up to him, 
and fome Troops that he had left behind at Brundu~ 
fm and other Ports join’d him ; So that being as he 

thought fufficiently reinforc’d, he fat down before 
fynachium on the fourteenth of June, at the fame a %5 
time ordering his Fleet to approach it by Sea, being Dyrracl,i ' 

ref'lv’d to take it at what Price foever, as a Pledge 
of his future Conquefts. 

The Inhabitants of Dyrrachhm werefo terrify’dat 

the Approach of this Army, that ’tis very likely they 
had open’d the Gates to Robert at the firft Summons, 
had they not been reftrain’d by the great Courage 
and Authority of Palaologry, whofe indefatigable Vi¬ 
gilance omitted nothing requifite to a vigorous De¬ 
fence, or worthy theTruft the Emperor had repos’d 
in hitp} above all he took Care to inform Alexius of 
Robert's Arrival, and the great Confirmation the 
Country was in. The Emperor having agreed with 
Solyman for fome Auxiliary forks, after feveral Trea¬ 
ties with the Venetians , they undertook to fall on 
Robert by Sea, and defend Dyrracbium on that fide. 
Accordingly they fet fail with a numerous well ap¬ 
pointed Navy, with whom Robert's Son Bohemoni 
engaging receiv’d an abfolute Defeat, his own Ship 
and feveral others were funk, and he himfelf narrow¬ 
ly tfcap’d. The Venetians having thus broken the 
fleet landed on afudden, and being join’d by Paheo- 

tyus from the Town, they fell furioufly upon Robert's 

Men, whom they drove to their Tents, and then re¬ 
turn’d to their Ships with a great Booty. 

Nor 
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Nor was this the only Difficulty Robert had to con- 
tend with during this memorable Siege, for the ft. 

netiam having fhortly after that given him a fccond 
Defeat, grew fo powerful at Sea, that his Ships could 
cot ride there in any manner of Safety, fo that he wax 
oblig’d to ckaw ’em afhore for their better Security. 
This threw him into a greater Inconvenience than any 
he had fuffer’d before, for the Inhabitants of the Sea¬ 
port Towns, feeing him no longer Mailer at Sea, re¬ 
fus’d him their ufual Contributions} and he being 
unable to receive any Provifions out of Italy , a great 
Famine rag’d in his Camp, which was fucceededby 
a Peftiiential Difeafe ocafion’d by the change of Air, 
which is faid to have deilroy’d upwards of ten thou- 
fand in three Months time } it rag’d particularly a- 
mongft his Horfe, the very Flower of his Army, and 
carry'd off moll of his chief Officers and prime No¬ 
bility : So that had he not been a Prince of an un- 

fhaken Conflancy, he never would have perfifted in 
the Purfuitof an Enterprize, whofe Beginning feem’d 
to difeourage him with fo many fatal Difappointments. 

However, finding by Experience how neceffary i: 
was for him to have the Sea open, he once more with 
great Difficulty launch’d his Ships, and apply’d him- 
felf with new Vigour to the Proiecution of the Siege. 
And the Emperor, finding by repeated Advices how 
hardly theBefieg’d were prefs’d, having left his Bro¬ 
ther Ifaac at Conjlantinople , to obferve the Temper of 
the People, and reftrain fuch as fhould be found to 
attempt any Innovations, he fet forward to Theffalo- 
»tca t where he was join’d by Pacurianus and the Forces 
under his Command } and having receiv’d frefh Ad¬ 
vices from PalaokguS) utging him to a timely Relief, 

he immediately march’d towards Dyrrachium, and en¬ 
camp’d on a riling Ground at fome diflance from the 
Town, having the Sea on the Left, and a very high 
Mountain on the Right. Here he entrench’d himfelf, 
and held a Council of War, at which Palceologut was 
fummon’d to affift ; and after a ferious Debate it was 

refolv’d 
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idblv’d to fight the Enemy, contrary to the Advice 
of the eldeft and moft experienc’d Commanders in the 
Army, and Alexius gave the neceflary Orders accord¬ 
ingly. Robert on his fide was fo far from being terri- 
fy’d at the Emperor’s Prefence, and his Preparation* 
for an Engagement, that he commanded his Men to 
link their Ships, and burn their Camp-Equipage, gi¬ 
ving ’em thereby to underftand there was no Medium 
left between Death and Conqueft, that one would free 
’em from the want of what they were now deftroying, 
and the other fupply ’em abundantly with all things 
from their Enemies. At firft the Emperor’s Forces 
had the Advantage, and drove a Body of Robert's 
Troops towards the Sea, which put the whole Army 
into fome Difordcr} but they being again reftor’d by 
the Mafculine Behaviour of Gaita, Robert's Wife, and 
the Pallas of her Age, they fell with fo much Vio¬ 
lence upon thofe who juft before feem’d to have fo 
great an Advantage over them, that they fled with 
great Precipitation to a Church dedicated to St. Mi- 
chael, which flood not far from the Place of Battel, 
whither they were purfu’d by the victorious Latins , 
who fet Fire to the Sacred Pile, and deftroy’d both 
that and their Enemies. By this time Robert , whofe^*^* 
Courage and Conduct were equally to be admir’d upon 
that Occafion, made an Imprelfion upon the main 
Body of the Roman Army, which after a fliort but 
hot Difpute was defeated and put to Flight. Alexius 
had in all likelihood maintain’d the Field longer than 
he did, had it not been for the Auxiliary Turks, who 
kept themfelves entire and unbroken during the Heat 
of the Engagement, but as foon as they found the 
Vidlory enclining to the Latins , they fuddenly drew 
off and march’d back towards their own Country, 
wh'ch added to the Confufion the Romans were al¬ 
ready in, and confirm’d the Overthrow. 

Alexius his Lofs was not more confiderable for the 
Numbers than the Quality of the Slain, among whom 
Were Conjlantius the Son of Conjianttnus Due as , Nice- 
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pborus Synademus, and Niccphorus PaLtologus , the Father 
of George^ with feveral others of the Prime Nobility, 
The Emperor himfelf was one of the laft that turn’d 
his Back, and therefore efcap’d with the greater Dif¬ 
ficulty to Acbris ; of which when Robert was inform’d, 
he grew fo incens’d againft thofe he had fent to pur* 
fue him, that he order’d one of’em to run the Gant* 
let, and gave the reft ftgnal Marks of his Difpleafure, 
fo fure he thought himfelf of the Emperor’s Perfon, 
which would have compleated a Vi&ory of it felffo 
very confiderable \ for it had made him Mafter of the 
Emperor’s Pavillion, the Roman Camp and all their 
Baggage ; and fhortly after of Dynachium , 
was furrender’d up to him at his next Summons. 
Here he fpent fome time in the Refrefhment of his 
Troops, in the Recovery of the wounded, and the 
rewarding thofe who had behav’d themfelves well in 
the Engagement. 

which reJu- 
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Forehead was exceeding troublefome, yet that ofhil 

Mind was more infupportable } his Army was fo 
weaken’d that he found it impotfible to take the Field 
again without new Levies} and his own improvident 
Liberality, and the Profufenefs of the late Emperor 
Botoniates , had fo impoverifb’d the Treafury, that thofe 
Levies could not be rais’d without a feeming Mira¬ 
cle : So that the Roman Empire lay under two Diffi¬ 
culties, at that time efpecially the mod dangerous, 
Weaknefs and Poverty. In this Extremity, the Em¬ 
peror thought once of quitting the Purple, which he 
found encumber’d with fo many Cares} but receiving 
ffefh Encouragement from his Mother and the reft of 
the Comner.i , who fent all their Plate to the Mint, 
and having feiz’d on great Quantities of that which 
belong'd to the Church, to the great Scandal of his 
Clergy, he prepar’d for frefh Recruits, and to draw 
fomc of his Neighbours into his Quarrel, efpecially 
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Henry tb ^ Germ-in Emperor, 

invade Robert' s Territories, 


whom he perfuaded to 
hoping fuch a Diverfion 
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would give Him fome time to breathe, and enable 
him in the End to drive him out of lllyricum. Ac¬ 
cordingly Henry , purfuant to the Agreement between 
’em, mov’d with his Army towards Italy-, of which 
when Robert was inform’d, being fenfiblc of the Dan¬ 
ger to which his Dominions would be expos’d, (hould 
they be invaded during his Abfence, he inftantly fum- 
m on’d a Council of War, where having declar’d his 
Son Bobemond to command as his Lieutenant in the 
Eaft, and recommended him to the General Officers 
of the Army, he departed for Italy j and having re¬ 
liev’d the Pope, who was clofely befieg’d by the 
Imperialifts in the Caftle of St. Angelo, he conftrain’d 
Henry to quit Italy , and retook Rome from the Schifi- 
maticks after which he retir’d to Salernum , there 
to refrefh himfelf, and expert the F vent of Bobemond'% 
Arms in the Eaft, where he fuccefsfully pufh’d on 
the War againft Alexius: For as foon as his Father 
was departed he mufter’d his Forces, which he found 
confiderably ftrengthen’d by the Acceffion of feveral 
Romans , who, dilhearten’d at the late Defear, had 
deferted the Emperor and declar’d for the Viftor ; 

after which he took in feveral Towns and Places of 
Confequence, which he had time to fortifie before 
the Emperor was able to move to their Affiftance. 
At length Alexius , perceiving he had only chang’d 
the General, and not remov’d the War, march’d 
from Conjlantinople at the Head of fuch Forces as he 
had been able to draw together, and was readily 
offer’d Battel by Bobemond , who once more overthrew 
him, and chas’d him a fecond time to Achris } where 
having again recruited his Army, he was yet a third 
time overthrown and forc’d to fly, and implore the 
Afliitance of Solyman the Turk , who fent him feven 
thoufand of his Veteran Troops, under the Com¬ 
mand of his moft experienc’d Officers. 

In the mean time Bobemond , having taken in feve¬ 
rs! of the moft confiderable Towns in Thejfaly , was 

fate down before Larejffa, which was defended for fix 
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Months together by Leo Cephalas , who thereby g av4 1 
jllexius time to march up to its Relief} and he having I 
been fo often defeated by the Latins , who were I 
ways fuperior to him in Horfc, he endeavour’d, ac-1 
cording to his Method formerly, to obtain that by I 
Stratagem which he had in vain attempted by open I 
Force. In this he fucceedcd lb well, that having I 
drawn the Latins into an Ambufcade, he cut off great I 
Numbers of’em, and took their Camp and tho’m I 
the end Bohemond feem’d to have the better of the I 
Day, yet Alexius tamper’d fo effe&ually with his chief I 
Officers, that he was forc’d fhortly after to retire to I 
his Father into Italy, either for frefh Forces to recruit 
his Army, or Money to pay’em, they refuling to con¬ 
tinue the War ’till they had receiv’d their Arrears. 

Alexius , making ufe of Bohemond's Abfence, reco¬ 
ver’d fevcralTowns that theFortune of the War had 
wrefled from him ; and hearing what great Prepara¬ 
tions Robert was forming againlt him, he once more 
crav’d the Aid of the Venetians his Confederates, to 
which they readily accorded, and mann’d out a pow¬ 
erful Fleet for his Affiftance * which, being join’d to 
theEmperor’s,overthrewi2^e?Yin two Engagements, 
but were fhortly after furpriz’d by him, as they lay 
fecure in the Confidence of their own Strength, and 
Contempt of his Forces, aod receiv’d an abfolutcDe- 
feat, which he us’d with the greateft Barbarity, de¬ 
priving fome of thofe he took Prifoners of their 
Eyes, others of their Hands and Feet, and putting 
others to unheard-of Torments at which the Vene¬ 
tians were fo provok'd, that they fhortly after rigg’d 
out another Fleet, and fell on Robert as he lay at An¬ 
chor near Butkrinto, burnt or funk mofi of his Ships, 
and had like to have taken his Wife and younger Son 
Prifoners ; notwith(landing which he prepar’d with 
an invincible Courage to refit his Fleet, and revenge 
himfelf upon his Enemies, but dy’d of a Fcaver in 
the Ifiand of Cephalenia , in the twenty fixth Year of 
his Eftabiilbment of the Normans in Italy , and the 
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fcventy ninth of his Age j afrer whofe Death Dyrra- 
chium , and the other Towns in thofe Parts, return’d 

to the Emperor. 

Alexius being, by the Death of Robert , deliver’d 
from a dangerous and expenfive War, found himfelf 
at leifure to obferve the Proceedings of the 'Turks , 
whofe inteftine Divifions feem’d to offer him fome 
fair Advantages againlt ’em, which proceeded no far¬ 
ther than to the Recovery of a few Maritime Towns, 
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defir’d, and attempted to get into his Hands \ for he 
was at the fame time clogg’d with the Refentments 
of his Clergy, who being upon good Grounds of¬ 
fended at him for his Invading the Goods of the 
Church, gave him a fufficient Trouble, which was 
not well compos’d before a War broke out with the 
Scythians , who threaten’d the Empire with new Dan- The Scy- 
gers j for having pafs’d the Danube, and being invited t!lian u "*- 
into the AW.4»Terntori"n bv the difcontenrcJ Mani~ 
ekes , they did great Mifchief wherc-cvcr they came. 

Againft thefe the Emperor lent Pacurianus, who being 
join’d in Commiflion afterwards with Branas , a va¬ 
liant, but hot-headed,unthinking Officer, was forc’d 
to fight with unequal Numbers contrary to his own 
Judgment, and was kill’d in the Adtion, together with 
his unhappy Collegue, to the exceeding great Grief 
of the Emperor, who had a mod particular E.ftecm 
for Pacuriantts upon the account of his confummate 
Experience, and approv’d Fidelity. However he im¬ 
mediately appointed Talicius, or Talin , who had late¬ 
ly commanded with Succefs againlf th tTurks, to fuc¬ 
ked him in the Service. Talicius engag’d ’em near 
Philippopolis , and having flain a great Number of’em 
m the Battel put the reft to Flight, concluding, tho 5 
his Victory feem’d entire, the Service was not yet 
over,but that frefh Supplies, which he knew the Bar¬ 
barians could not long want, would quickly draw 

him to a fccond Engagement. Accordingly he was 

a fhortly 
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ihortly after inform’d by his Scouts, that the Scythi¬ 
ans were approaching with redoubled Forces j where- 
upon he drew up his Men in Order of Battel, and 
flood prepar’d to receive ’em : Tho’ the Scythians , by 
their approach, feem’d defirous of an Engagement 
ar.d the Romans appear’d ready to give ’em Battel; 
vet after they had both view’d each other for two 
Days together, the Scythians retir’d with fo much Or¬ 
der and Expedition, that the Romans , who were far 
inferior to ’em in Numbers of Men, found it in vain 
to puriue ’em. 

The Scythians the Spring following renew’d their 
Incurfions, and grew in time fo confiderable, that 
the Emperor thought it proper to march againll ’em 
in Perfon. Accordingly he remov’d from the Impe¬ 
rial City to Adrianople , and from thence to a Place 
call’d Lardca, where, having mufter’d his Forces, he 
prepar’d to engage, contrary to the Advice of his 
moft experienc’d Captains, especially of Bryennius be- 
fore-mention’d, who tho’ he had loft his Eyes by 
Order from Botoniates , as had been before oblerv’d, 
was Hill highly efteem’d for his extraordinary Know¬ 
ledge and Affection to the prefent Emperor. But 
Alexius being guided more by his own Inclinations, 
2 nd the Heat of the younger Officers, rcfolv’d to 
fight j and tho’ the Victory for fome time feem’d to 
incline to the Romans, whofe Commanders are laic 
to have done Wonders upon that Occafion, yet th: 
Scythia being by much fuperior in Numbers, a: 
length turn'd the Fortune of the Day, and put the 
Roman: to flight, in which many were fluin, 
the Emperor himfclf cfcap’d with great Difficulty to 
Bcroe , where he receiv’d a lurprizing Account o: 
the great Numbers the Scythians had taken Captive, 
all which were however fhortly after redeem’d. Ate 
this a Peace was frequently concluded, and as often 
broken by the irreconcilable Scythians , to the great 
Danger and apparent Ruin of the Empire. For the 

cbibivintr the main Forces of the Empire were, 
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in a great Meafure, directed againft vhofe Barbarians 
who however continu’d unconquer’d, feiz’d fuddenly 
on Clazomene , Phoaea , Metylene , and Methymna, Places 
of confiderable Importance in Afia, and afterward* 
the Iiland of Chios., which tho’ the Romans attempted 
to recover, yet were they in the End forc’d to rails 
the Siege, and had like to have loll their Fleet. This 
oblig’d the Emperor to draw fome of his Forces out 
of the Weft, and to fend ’em under the Conduct of 
John Ducas, Brother to theEmprefs, againft the pre¬ 
vailing Turks, who threaten’d otherwife to bear all be¬ 
fore therrti whilft he, in the mean time, purfu’d the 
War againft the Scythians in Perfon, which was pro¬ 
long’d partly b/ the Obftinacy of his declar’d Ene¬ 
mies, but more through the Treachery of his preten¬ 
ded Friends. Among thefe was Neantz.es, a Scythian 
by Nation, who deferred to the Emperor almoft at the 

beginning of the War, and exprefs’d himfelf, upon all 

Occafions,f'ull of Duty and Rcfpeft, but took care to 
betray all the Emperor’s Dcfigns to his Countrymen; 
of which when he was accus’d by one, who, being of 

a mix’d Birth, underftood both Languages, and heard 
Nciintzcs entertaining a traitcrous Conference with the 
B.irbarian Commanders, inftead of vindicating him¬ 
felf to Alexius, and confuting his Accufer, he drew 
his Scymiter in the Emperor’s Prefcncc, and at the 
Head of the Army ilew the Informer, which was fo 
Mr from removing the Sufpicion of the Crimes ob¬ 
jected to him, that it gave great Credit to the infur- 
mmon. However, both Armies being ready to en¬ 
gage, the Emperor thought fit to defer a Ian her En¬ 
quiry ’till the Battel was over, and by that means 
give him an Opportunity of Deferring at the firit 
charge, and of difeovering to his Countrymen the 
Dilpofition of the Roman Forces, which occalion’d 

taeir Defeat. 


This Difgrace was wiped cut by a confiderable 
Advantage over the Barbarians obtain’d lhortly after, 
v.'htch however did not hinder ’em from renewing 


CL 


rj 

their 
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their Attempts the Spring following, when with freft I 
Forces they affaulted the Empire. But now Fortune I 
feem’d determin’d againft ’em, for the Romans over. I 
A threw ’em in two Engagements with little or no Lofs I 

tb. to themlelves; and tho’ they had afterwards theCon-1 
,M -’ a ~ fidence to make their Excurfions almoft as far as the I 
r.-^ a ^ s Ccnfiantinople it felf, and gave the Emperor I 

" ' . great Reafon to apprehend the 'Turks would become I 

Confederates with them in the War, yet at length I 
their frequent Advantages and barbarous Confidence I 
had fo effe&ually blinded ’em, that Alexius watch’d I 
his Opportunity, and in a pitch’d Battel did fuch Exe-1 
cution upon ’em that few efcap’d ; they who did not I 
fall in the Fight, were murder’d in cold Blood, the 
Women and Children {haring in the fame Fate with I 
their adventrous Husbands and Fathers. 

This Vi&ory, which may be allow’d to be the 
moft compleat Alexius ever obtain’d, put an End to 
the War; after which the Emperor fpent fome time 
in fettling the Affairs of the Provinces in the Weil, 
and then prepar’d to manage the War in Perfon a- 
gainft the Turks , which had hitherto been conduced 
with various Succefs by the Care of John Ducas , fm 
Brother-in-Law. The Great Leader of rhe tun: 
was call’d Tzachas , who being poflefs’d of the City 
of Smyrna , began there to exercife a Regal Authori¬ 
ty independent of the Sultan or the Emperor, and 
by degrees became fo powerful, that he (truck aTer- 
ror into the Inhabitants of Conjlantinople it felt: 

.. ■ Wherefore Alexius, as we obferv’d before, fent fob 

Du:.v, his Commander in Chief, to oppofe him,and 
: .i with him Coh Hint intis Delate mis, who had a Command 

T - •• •' of the Fleet iuboidinate to the other,’who was toa!- 

fault Me; > fens, and fuch other Places as he lately 
wreited from the Empire by Sea, whillt John at¬ 
tack’d it by Land. In the mean time Tzacbas had 
committed Metylene to the Cuitody of his Brother, 
■whilft he with a felect Army kept abroad, watching 
the Motions of hi:, Enemies, nnd intent upon a!! Oe- 

cufior.s 
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cafions to fupportand fuccourhis Friends j and Ducas 
afted with fo much Vigour againft him, that almoft 
every Day, for three Months together, the Romans 

w ere either employ’d againft the Walls of Me ty/ene,or 

engag’d with Tzacbas , by which continu’d Services 
they grew fo exceeding weak, that without fome 
timely Reinforcements, they were in danger of being 
all cut off. Of this when Alexius was inform’d, and 
that the Fight generally began in the Morning, at 
which time the Romans fought with thcSunconftant- 
ly in their Faces, he fent Orders to ‘John to fpare his 
Men as much as poflible, and rather to make choice 
of the Evening, as a Seafon more convenient for an 
Engagement. This Order was fuccdsfully obferv’d 
by John \ for when the Turks the next Morning, ac¬ 
cording to the Cultom, drew out to fight, and obierv’d 
th z Romans to keep within their Entrenchments, as if 
they were celebrating fome FeftiVal, they retir'd, and 
with a too forward Security laid down their Arms. 
But as foon as the Sun had pafs’d his Meridian Point, 
and began to decline, the Romans iffu’d out in exadfc 
Order of Battle, and tho’ the Turks little expected 
them, yet they prepar’d to receive ’em. The Fight 
was manag’d at firft with equal Obftinacy on both 
Sides, till the Turks, who fought as well againft the 
Sun, whofe Beams mightily incommoded ’em, and a 

violent Wind, which blew the Dull full into their Fa¬ 
ces, as they did againft their Enemies, gave Ground, 
and fled away. This Defeat made Tzacbas incline to 
a Peace, which was concluded between him and Du¬ 
ck fhortly after. The Conditions were, That Tza- 
dm fliould have free Liberty to retire by Sea from 
Metylene to Smyrna, and that on the other Hand he 
would not oblige any of the Inhabitans at his Depar¬ 
ture to go with him, nor injure ’em in their Perfons 
or Eflues. Thefe Terms being mutually agreed to, 
and Hoftages deliver’d on both Sides, the Turk was 
fo tar from a Performance, that he forc’d feveral of 

the Inhabitants to attend him: Immediately upon this 

Q. J Delajjtnus 
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Dehffhius arriv’d before Metylene , and being inform’d 
of Tzickas his perfidious Dealings, he fail'd Ipeedily af. 
ter him, overtook, defeated, and iunk or feiz’d onmoft 
of his Piratical Ships, kill’d thofe that mann’d ’em, 

and releas’d the Captives-, nor would Tzachac himfelt 
have cfcap’d, if the crafty Turk , appreheniive of the 
Danger, had not embark’d himlelt on Board a irmll 
Pumice, inltead of a Ship of Burden, and fo eluded 
the Dihgence o' the Puttiers. 

Being arriv'd at S:?r,rn:u his rcftlefe Mind threw him 

3 • * 

upon new Attempts, which at lad ended in his Dc- 
itruction. He gave Orders tor a new Fleet to be pre¬ 
par’d, and fupply’d with all the Materials requifite for 
his intended Expedition, and in the mean time he fate 
down with a ref-lute umv before Abydos, of which 


he hop’d to be Jv!:iil:r in a tew Days. But the Em¬ 
peror having ag-un d- clar’d D da (Terius Admiral of his 

I * O 

Fleet, upon the hi it News of Tzachas his Preparati¬ 
ons, alarm’d the Sultan bv his Letters writ to that pur- 
pole, in w’hich lie re p: ■ lentcd to him the dangerous Am* 
h it icn of Tzachas pi ho iho' he openly pretended his Defies 
were ^ holly again f the iiomans,^/ whefe Empire he aim'd, 
yet that was no ether than a Mask to cover his morefecret 
Contrivances. The Roman Empire was too far out of his 
reach ever to attain it \ that therefore iko* bis Alt tempt swat 
at prefent again ft that,he had the Sultan's Dignity in view, 
which be would make no fcruple of Invading fo foon as hr 
prefent Succeffes Jhcuid have firengthend him jufficientlyfr 
:t j that therefore if behov'd l:im to conftder him as his tnoft 

dangerous Enemy, and join with the Romans in the Sup 


j} e f:n of him , which 




lefsp. 


tier.: and honourable in him , than acceptable to the Emperor. 

The Sultan’s Jealoufie was quickly alarm’d at the 
Receipt of this Letter, fo that he immediately march’d 
with his whole Army againll Tzachas who, being 


preiVd by Del. 1 .{feme from the Sea, and the Sultan by 
Land, and fearing left the Inhabitants of Abydos would 
f.div upon him from the Town, at the fame timethat 

Lis Enemies asTauhcJ him from without, in this Ex¬ 
tremity 
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tremity he attempted to reconcile himfelf to the Sul¬ 
tan, who for that he was his Father*in-Law, and he 
ignorant of the Letter the Sultan had receiv’d from 
jjexius , he hop’d would be the fooner perfuaded to 
receive him into Favour. The Sultan at firft receiv’d 
him very gracioufly, and invited him to an Enter- 
tainment, where, in the midft of his Mirth, he or-/, the S:d - 
der’d him to be murder’d, and Ihortly after concluded'-™’* Ord<r. 
a Peace with the Emperor, which reftor’d Tranqui¬ 
lity to thofe Parts. 

The War being thus extinguifli’d in the Eaft, broke 

out again prefently after in the Weft, where Bolcanus 
a Dalmatian , a Man of principal Authority in that 
Country, infefted the Roman Territories, and laid all 
walle before him* and tho’, upon the Emperor’s Ap¬ 
proach, he pretended to fubmit, and promis’d to live 
peaceably for the future, yet Alexius was no fooner 
return’d to Conjlantinople , but he renew’d his Hoftili- 
ties, and committed greater Outrages than he had 
done before. The Emperor at firft lent Joannes Com¬ 
mas , his Brother’s Son, againft him, whom, being 
young and unexpericnc’d, the crafty Barbarian eafily 
circumvented. He fell upon himfuddenly by Night, 
dellroy’d mod of his Men, and forc’d him toadiiho- 
nourable Flight: After which he renew’d his Deva- 
ftations, and did unfpeakable Mifchief to the Terri¬ 
tories of the Empire, which made Alexius undertake 
a fecond Expedition againft him, in which he was 
attended by the Flower of his Army t among whom 
none feem’d more zealous for his Service than Nicepbo- 
vts Diogenes , tho’ it afterwards appear’d that his loyal 
Outfide ferv’d only to gild over his treacherous De--^ nefign 
figns. This Nicephorus was Son to the late Emperor 
Romams Diogenes, who together with him left another £m J' :rcrt 
Son behind him call’d Leo: Thefe Brothers had been ~' je ‘ 
bmifh’d by Michael Ducas , but reftor’d by Alexius , 
who advanc’d ’em to honourable Employments, and 
always appear’d well inclin’d towards ’em, of which 

Its was truly fenfible, but Diogenes his afptring Spirit 

Q _4 would 
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would not fuffer him to be grateful. His ambitw I 
ous Defigns had been often difcover’d, and as often I 
pardon'd by the Emperor j who at length finding he I 
had been wathing the &tbiop white, that Diogenes in* I 
ftead of being reclaim’d continu’d to purfue his trea- I 
cherous Ends, and feduc’d feveral of Power and Re. I 
putation to adhere to him, he then thought it timeto I 
provide for his own Safety} and being inform’d of a 1 
Defign he had to murder him as he was bathing him* I 
felf in this Expedition, he order’d him, and themoft I 
forward and dangerous of his Accomplices,to befeiz’d, I 
which was done accordingly, and their Eyes v/ere I 
pluck’d out, whether with the Emperor’s Knowledge I 

and Approbation ’tis left uncertain. Diogenes , when I 
firft he was feiz’d, was put to the Torture, which I 
drew a Confeflion from him, by which among other I 
things it appear’d that the late Emprefs Mdry,whofe 
Husband was Nicepborus his half-Brother, had been 
privy to the intended Revolt, but not to the Aflaf- 
fination. Of which when the Emperor was inform’d 
he was fo far from refenting it, that he forbad any 
farther Mention to be made of it, and cither would 
not believe it, or imputed it rather to the importu¬ 
nate Sollicitations of Nicepborus , than any Natural 
Difpofition of that Princefs sgainft him. Nicephom 
having thus loft his Sight was comforted and fuppor- 
ted by the indulgent Emperor, who allow’d him a 
liberal Exhibition, by means of which he apply’d 
himfeif to Learning, and made a greater Proficiency 
than noft others could have done with Advan¬ 
tage of their Eyes againft him, efpecially in Geome¬ 
try, in the Study of which the Sight is to particular¬ 
ly ufeful} in this he was aflifted by a pelebrated Ma¬ 
iler, who deferib’d the Figure upon Wood, oy fomc 
other folid Matter, by which means his Pupil with* 
wonderful Progrefs obtain’d that by the Ufc of his 
Fingers, which others acquir'd by the Eye. Howe¬ 
ver he was not fo entirely employ’d in thefe Studies, 

but ft;U Ambition and the Defire of Revenge raged 

^ith:n 
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within him, and thruft him on to new Attempts j in 
which he proceeded fo far, that by a ftrange Infatua¬ 
tion he difeover’d himfelf to fome whom he thought 
his Friends, and ready to efpoufe his Intereft, one of 
whom difclofed it to the Emperor, who fending for 
Dionnes obtain’d a fincere Confeflion from him, and 
once more pardon’d him. 

The late Confpiracy being dete&ed in the Field in 
a manner, and at the Head of the Army which Alexius 
was leading againft the Enemies of the Empire, ’tis 
incredible to relate how much Horror the Soldiers 
conceiv’d at the Senfc of it, how careful theyappear’d 
tor thcSafcty of the Emperor’s Perfon, and with what 
Chearfulnefs they defir’d to be led againft the Barba - 
rim: Of which when Bolcanus was inform’d,andob¬ 
serving the Order of the Roman Forces, he grew 
doubtful of Succefs, and therefore once more offer’d 
Propofals for a Peace, promifing moft religioufly to 
oblerve it when concluded. In this he feem’d fo fin- 
cere, that the Emperor having receiv’d his Hoftages 
condefccnded to a Peace, and return’d to Conjlantinople , 
where he had not long refted before frelh Attempts 
againft the Empire call’d him abroad again. 

Tho’ the Scythians had continu’d quiet fince the laftKeScythi- 
Peace, yet it appear’d that it proceeded rather from ans rr ’ r ‘ cw i 
\ the want of a Pretence, than an Inclination to a Rup - the Uar ' 
ture, which was now offer’d to ’em by an Impoftor, 
who pretending to be Lee, the eldeft Son of the late 
Emperor Diogenes , of whom mention has been made 
already, and who was flain in an Engagement with 
the Lurks, laid Claim to the Empire. This Impoftor 
came firft poor and defpicable to Conjiantinople, where 
he infinuated himfelf into the Acquaintance of fuch 

as were fit for his Purpofe, to whom he boldly de¬ 
clar’d he was that Leo. The Emperor at firft rather 
laugh’d at the Folly, than refented the Infolence of 
theThing, but obfervinghow his Followers cncrcas’d, 
and that the Relations of the late Emperor Diogenes 
v/ere provok’d at the Indignity this iJfurper offer’d 

their 
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their Family, he banifli’d him to Cberfona , where ht 
order’d him to be kept in ftrict Cuftody; from whence 
however he efcap’d by Night, and fled over to the 
Scythians, who joyfully receiv'd him, and proclaim’d 
him Emperor. And now having, as they thought, got 
an Emperor of their own to warrant their Proceed¬ 
ings, they prepar’d with much Caution and Secrecy 
to fall into the Roman Territories j of which however 
Alexius had timely Advice, and took care for the Se¬ 
curity of the Borders, which hevifitedin Perfon, and 
fupply'd the Frontier Towns with all things necdTary 
for their Defence, after which he return’d to Ancbit- 
Jus a City of : Thrace feated upon the Euxine Sea. Here 
he was inform’d that the Barbarians had pafs’d the 
Danube, and had taken in feveral Towns in their 
March, where the Ulurper was proclaim’d Emperor; 
Having therefore given the neccflary Orders for the 
Security of Adrianoplc, he refolv’d himfelf to defend 
Anchialus * whither the pretended Leo march’d with 
his Army of Barbarians , propoflng intlantly to take 
that and the Emperor with it, and by that means make 
an end of the War at once. Here when both Armies 
had view'd each other for three Days together with¬ 
out coming to Blows, for the Emperor had the Ad¬ 
vantage of the Ground, tbo’ the Scythians were more 
numerous, and the Barbarians faw they mull of ne- 
ccflity venture a Battel before they could come near 
enough to the Town, they drew' off, and march’d 
towards Adriar.cpk, of which the Impoftor pretended 

himfelf to be very fare, by the Intered he had in A7- 
(spherics Brycnnius who commanded in it, who he faid 
had been highly oblig’d by his Father Diogenes when 
Emperor, adding, that from thence they might ealiiy 
march up to the Imperial City. The credulous Bart 
ia.rians believing all he faid, thought themfelves al¬ 
ready Mafl ers of the Romati Empire, and fo fee out 
for A.'rirnople \ where notwitbftanding the Hopes 
they had conceiv'd of Brycnnius, they met with fo vi¬ 
gorous a Refiftance, that hardly one Day pafs’d for 
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nejr feven Weeks together wherein fotue conlkferable 
Action did not happen. At length the Befieged be* 
gin to be fo hardly prefs’d that Bryentdus fent to the 

Emperor to let him know the Condition he was in^ 
ltd Alexius made all poifible fpeedto relieve him In 
the mean time an Officer of the Army, a bold and xt* ■*» 
jolute Man call’d Alacafeus, made ufe of a Stratagem ta s e3ul 
which prov’d highly ferviceable to the Emperor 5 for^' 
he, like Zopyrus of old, tore off his Beard, mangled 
hi; Face, and in a cruel manner disfigur’d his whole 
Body, in which lamentable Condition he betook him* 
felt to the Ufurpcr, who with much Surprize ask’d 
him what he was on whom fo much Cruelty had been 
exercis’d. Alacafens reply’d, that he was the Son of one 
do had been united in an inviolable Friend/hip to his 
Mijtfty's Father , upon which Account Alexius had thus 
iduruanly us'd him j that he was come over to his Majefty 
a; bis Protectory conjuring him by the Memory of both their 
hikers to revenge their mutual Injuries upon the Head of 
Uurvho with-held his Majefly's undoubted Right from bint-. 

The Ufurper, to whofc Ears the Appellation of Ma- 
dy founded very grateful, eafily believ’d all he faid, 
lilten’d to his Advice, and repos’d an entire Confi¬ 
dence in him. Having thus prepar’d him, by vertue 
offomefpeciousPretences he encic’d him and a Com¬ 
pany of his Scythian Followers into aCaftle fubjedf to 
the Emperor, from whom the Captain that command¬ 
ed in it had receiv’d Orders to obferve the Inftrufti>- 
nnshefhould receive from Alacafeus 1 Here the Mock 
P/ince was receiv’d as into a Place betray’d to him,, 
and being invited to a Banquet the Barbarians drank 
tn that Excefs, that their Horfes and Arms were firft 
Eiz’d, and afterwards themfclves, being unable to 
nuke any Rcfiftance. Alexius hearing the Ufurper 
Mistaken, march’d againft the Scythians, with whom T ^ Scvthl - 
he engag’d, and flew feven rhoufand upon the Spot, 
n d took three thoufand Prifoners. After which he 
return’d to Adrianople, there to treat with the Scythian 
ombaffiidors who came with Offers of Peace, which 

they 
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they feemingly defir’d, only that their Forces migJ 
hare time to withdraw into Places of Security, froJ 
whence, as Toon as they had been refrefh’d and rid 
cruited, they intended with frefh Vigour to renew thel 
War. But the Emperor, being fenfible of their Dc-| 
figo, purfu’d ’em with great Diligence, overthrew 
’em in two Engagements, entirely broke their Troops 
and return’d with a great Booty, which he divided 
among thofc who had diftinguifh’d themfelves moil 
in the Service. 

The Emperor, being return’d to Conflantinople, w* 
preparing to reftrain the Incurfions of the Turks, who 
threaten’d the City of i\'icomedia, when he receiv’d In¬ 
formation of the Preparations the Weftern Chriftianj 
were making for the Recovery of the Holy-Land 
And fince the Fortunes of thofe Adventurers bear fo 
near a Relation to the enfuingPart of thisHiftory, it 
may not be judg’d improper to give the Reader abrief 
Account what it was that firft gave Motion to that 
mighty Undertaking. 

Among the many Pilgrims that continually reforted 
from all Parts of Europe to vifit the Holy Land, a 
French Man of Amiens in Picardy , whofc Name was 
Peter , about the Year iop$ took a Voyage to Jm- 
falem, there to perform his Devotions where the Re¬ 
demption of Mankind had been effe&ed : Here the 
miferable Condition to which he faw the Chriftians 
reduc’d through the Tyranny of the Turks, under 
which all Afui, Syria, Palejline , and the City of Jtru- 
falem groan’d, made him deliberate upon fomc Means 
for the Delivery of God’s People from thoir cruel 
Servitude, and remove thofe Infidels from the moll 
Holy Places, where they had facrilegioufly tyranniz’d 

for five hundred Years together. Upon Examination 
he found the Eaftern Empire in too weak a Condition 
to give him ar.v Hopes of Afliftance and Redrcfs, 
which were no where to be expe&ed but from the 

Weft i and therefore being a Man of Refolutionand 

Courage, as well as zealous for God’s Service, he un¬ 
dertook 
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dcrtook to inforfla the Pope and the Princes of the 
Weft of the deplorable Condition of the Chriftians in 
the Holy-Land, and reprefent it in fo lively a Figure 
to ’em* as would effe&ually unite ’em in a generous 
Refolution to break off the Manacles of their Slavery, 
and deliver ’em from the tyrannick Yoke of the Ene¬ 
mies of Jefus Chrift. Accordingly having receiv’d 
Letters from the Patriarch to that Purpofe, he got 
onboard the firft Merchant-Ship he met, and happily 
irriv’d at the Port of Bari, from whence he proceeded 
to the Court of Rome , where he addreft himfelf to 
the Pope, and having deliver’d him the Patriarch’s Urban II 
Letters, he found in the Pope all the Inclinations he 
could wifh to favour an Enterprize fo illuftrious, fo 
advantageous to the Glory of God, fo neceflary to 
the Good of all Chriftendom, and which would ren¬ 
der his Pontificate renown’d to all Pofterity. Having 
receiv’d the Encouragement he very well deferv’d 
from the Pope, he travell’d over the greateft Part of 
Europe, treating in particular with mod Princes, and 
in lefs than a Year’s time inflam’d the Hearts of all 
Men with fuch a Defire to (hare in the Glory of re¬ 
deeming the Holy-Land, that both Princes and Peo¬ 
ple embrac’d the Defign with an equal Ardor, and 
long’d for an Opportunity of being engag’d in this 
Religious War. 

The Pope being inform’d by his induftrious Hermit 
of the general Difpofition he found in the Minds of 
Men to ir, firft fummon’d the Council of Placentia , 
where Provifions were made for the Peace of the 
Church, and the People were render’d fenfible of the 
banger Chriltianity in general was in from the pre¬ 


vailing Arms of the Infidels, which had miferably 
ovei-run the Eaftern Empire > and fhortly after in a 
Council celebrated at Clermont , fome things were de- A. D 
creed as were thought neceflarily previous to it, and iopy 
then the Holy War was unanimoufly refolv’d upon, 
and the Crufade publifh’d by the Pope, and generally 

embrac’d throughout the Weft. 
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Princes, who were to be the 


Vol 


High 


Great, Brother to Philip the Firft of France j Rohm 
Duke of Norm and), Roheit Earlof Flanders , Raytn 
of Theuloufe^ Godfrey of Bulloign , with his Brotf 
Baldrxin and La face > and others whofe Names arc 
particularly mention'd by fuch as have written 
Hiftory of this Holy War. Mod of thefe Princey 
who had not Trcafures fufficient to maintain Arc 
equal to fo great an Enterprise, generoufly fold or 
mortgag’d their Patrimonies, which it is obfervable 
were generally purchas'd by theBifhops, whothereby 
fuffer’d the Secular Princes to iropoverifh themfelves 
to ferve Jefus Chrift, whilft they enrich’d themfelves 
with the Spoils of thofe Temporal Potentates. 

’Tis incredible to relate the Numbers that volunta¬ 
rily lifted themfelves upon this Occafion ; Women, as 
well as Men •, the Peafant, as well as him that had 

born Arms already ; the Superftitious, and the Devout; 
the Old, and the Young; all united in the fame Ser¬ 
vice, tho’ fome of ’em enter’d into it upon different 
Views: Which when Godfrey , who was the firftrhat 
advanc’d towards Confiantinople , where their genera 
Rendezvous was appointed the Year following, ob- 
ferv’d, and fearing he fhould be clogg’d by a Multi¬ 
tude of unprofitable People, who were more likely 
to deftroy him by Famine, than alii ft him by the 
Sword, he contrived to fend ’em before under the 
Conduct of the Hermit Peter , with the Opinion oi 
whofe San&iry they were fo prepofiefs'd, and fee ml 
fo charm’d with his Looks, and enchanted with hn 
W ords, that he thought he fhould have a Sovereign 
Power over them, and therefore readily accepted c: 
the Command, and was declar’d Captain-General o: 
this firft Army of the Crulades, which had Ordersto 
advance fir It towards Confiantimpk. 

This Army Peter divided into two Bodies, one o: 
which he led himlelf, and committed the other to 
Conduct of a French Gentleman call'd Gautier , a goc- 
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Captain, but being a Soldier of Fortune was firnam’d A. D. 
Uf Money lefs. Gautier began his March on the eigh- iop6. 
teenth Day of March , and having raffed through 
Gtrmany with great Difficulty enter’d into Hungary , 
through which Carloman the King of that Country, 
being himfelf aChriftian, permitted him a Liberty of 
pafTage, provided his Men paid for what they had * 
notwithftanding which, being refus'd Provifions upon 
the Frontiers of Bulgaria , they liv’d at Difcretion, 
and plunder’d the Country * whereupon the Inhabi¬ 
tants taking up Arms, to the Number of an hundred 
and forty thousand Men, fell upon thefe unhappy Ad¬ 
venturers, kill’d great Numbers of ’em, and forc’d the 
reft to fuffer the utmoft Extremities of Hunger and 
Cold among the Woods* ’till the Prince of Bulgaria 
compaftionating their Miferies, furniffi’d ’em with 
Guides, who conduced ’em to Conjlantinople , where 
they waited for the Arrival of Petei\ who did not join 
them ’till the firft of Juguft, having been more unfor¬ 
tunate in his March than his Precurfor: For Carloman 
having granted him the fame Liberty he had done the 
other upon the fame Conditions, Peter undertook an 
Action which neither became him as an Hermit or 
a Chriftian, and which fufficiently manifefted how 
much God was offended at him, for tranfgrcffing the 
Bounds of his Profeffion, and undertaking a Charge 
which did in no wife belong to him. He had with 
him about forty thouland Foot, and a good Number 
of Horfe, which obferv’d his Orders well enough at 
his firft letting out, but being arriv’d at Malleville , a 
good Town upon the Frontier of Hungary , under a 
Pretence of revenging the Injuries which fome of 
the Soldiers of the firft Army had receiv’d there, he 
took it by Storm, contrary to his Faith given, and H ' ,stm ^ppy 
put four thoufand Hungarians to the Sword ; which CorJud. 

Example of their General authoriz’d the reft of the 
Army to meafure out their own Revenge, fo that 
there was no manner of Excefs, no fort of Crimes, 
Perfidioufr.efs, Cruelty, Robberies, Murder, Fire, 

or 




*: Conran-- 

rinop.'e. 


The Roman Hiffory. Vol. v, 

or any kind of Violence, which thefe brutiffi Drew 
of France , Lorrain and Germany did not commit in their 
March through Hungary and the Confines of Bulgaria- 
at which the Inhabitants were fo juftly exafperated 
that they took all Occafions to fall upon them, and 
finding ’em in a diforderly March they flew above 
ten thoufand of ’em upon the Place, took all their 
Baggage, their Provifions, their Wives* Children, 
and the old Men who could not fly, together with 
two thoufand Waggons, among which were thole 
that carry’d Peter's Treafure, defign’d to pay them 
who had fo unadvifedly paid themfelves. Peter rally’d 
the reft with great Difficulty, and got with muchado 
to his Comrades at Conjlantinople , where the Emperor 
receiv’d him with a feeming Friendftiip, and having 
learnt from him the Quality of the Princes who were 
to be the Adventurers in this Holy War, and the 
Number of their Forces, advis’d him not to pafs the 
Straits ’till their Arrival, nor expofe his harrali'd 
Troops againft the Turks tho’ at the Bottom this 
jealous Prince was very much concern’d at the Ex¬ 
pedition. His late Wars with Robert had made him 
diffident and diftruftful, he had entertain’d an inve¬ 


terate Antipathy to Bohemond, who he underftood 
was one of the Adventurers, and could not refle&on 


their mighty Preparations without a Heart full ofAp- 
prehenfions. Being himfelf ambitious and afpiring, 
he concluded that tho’ the common People might ad 


upon Principles of Religion, yet it was very impro¬ 
bable the Princes fhould leave their own Dominion', 


and embark info long and hazardous an Undertaking 
upon thefameMotives. The Senfeof hisown Weak- 
nefs, and their Power, which he efteem’d not to be 
oppofed by open Force, made him refolve to be up¬ 
on his Guard, and prepare to behave himfelf like a 
Friend, or Enemy, as the Necelfity of his Affair* 
fhould require. 

Alexius's Jealoufies were fhortly after fortify’d by 

the infupponable Infoler.ee of that Army of Peafants. 

c: 
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of which Peter feem’d to have the Command, but 
who indeed were under no manner of Government i 
for being encamp’d without the Suburbs of Conftanti* 
nople, they there renew’d the fame Diforders which 
had been fo fatal to ’em before in Hungary j they 
plunder’d and burnt all the beautiful Houfes of Plea* 
fare, and magnificent Palaces, which were without 
the City \ they facrilegioufly robb’d the Churches, 
feeming to wage that War with the Chriftians, which 
they had vow’d againft the Infidels: Whereupon the 
Emperor, grown weary of fuch troublefome Neigh¬ 
bours, not only permitted, but perfuaded him to pals 
the Straits, which they immediately did, and behav’d Mdpafts 
thetnfelves where-ever they march’d with their u(ual^ e S*™’ 1 ** 
Barbarity, which (hortly after met with an exemplar 
ry Punilhment j for as it is feldom known that the 
Spirit of Union was ever long maintain’d among 
wicked Men, fo it happen’d with this unruly Army, 
the Germans and Italians feparated (hortly after from 
the French , which halten’d the Ruin of them all. For 
the Italians having feiz’d on a Town call’d Xerigordus 
were befieg’d by the Sultan, who upon the firlt No¬ 
tice of the great Preparations of the Weftern Chri¬ 
ftians, had rais’d a formidable Army compos’d of al| 
dfia, and found it no difficult matter to recover ond 
Town from a headftrong ungovern’d Rabble moft of 
the Chriftians were taken with the Town, and thofd 
among ’em who would not renounce their Religion 
were put to the Sword. 

The French in the mean time lay encamp’d neat* 
Helenopolis and Cibolus , two Villages fituatc in the Gulph 
ot Ntcomedia , and neareft the City of Nice^ from 
whence they fent out their Parties to forage and dc-» 
ttroy the Country, but were (hortly after circumvent¬ 
ed by the Sultan) who having planted an Ambufh in 

a convenient Place between Helenopolis and Nice*, he 

lent two Renegades to Peter's Camp, who told the 
French that the Italians and Germans had taken Nice, 
which they were plundering, and had hardly Hands 
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fufficient to carry off the Booty, whilft they lay j<}]j 
in their Camp. The French Soldiers were fo alarm’d 
at this News, that without any Regard had to Nlili. 
tary Difcipline, or the Commands of their Office^ 
they iflu’d out in a diforderly manner, and ran head- 
Army long into the Snares had oeen laid for ’em. The 
CM -f ^Slaughter of thefe miferable Chriftians was fo great, 
Shi! **' that their Bones pil’d up together appear’d like i 

Mountain, fome of which mix’d with Stones were 
us’d afterwards in the Building of a City, which was 
rais’d not far from the Place where they receiv’d 
their Defeat, and ferv’d at once as a Monument to 
the Dead, and an Habitation to the Living. 

Thofe, who had been able to fave themfelvesfrom 
this woful Maflacre, retir’d fome to the Mountain}, 
where they miferably perifli’d, and others to Ciboky , 
where, the Town being fhorrly after taken by the 
Turks , they were all made Slaves. So that there did 
rot remain above three thoufand of that innumera¬ 


Coifrrr 

* 

Pr^i ppj- 


ble Multitude, which Peter had led out of the Weft, 
who with much Difficulty got on Board the Empe- 
ror’s Fleet, who carry’d ’em difarm’d, and almoft 
naked to Conftantinople. 

The unfortunate Beginning of this War was highly 
acceptable to Alexius, who had his Eyes everywhere, 
and growing every Day more diffident and jealous, 
had concluded rather to oppofe and weaken the Chri¬ 
ftians upon every little Pretence, than to affift and 
cherifh ’em. The miferable Remains of Peter's Array 
were hardly got to Cnnjiantinople , before the Emperor 

receiv’d Advice of Godfrey's Arrival at Pbilippepolis, whi¬ 
ther he had led an Army of ten thoufand Horfc and 
feven thoufand Foot over the valt Countries of Bui- 
gari: r, and fenc an Ambaflador to Conjlantinople to ac¬ 
quaint Alexius with his Arrival, and to demand the 
Liberty of Hugh the Great, Brother to the French 
King, who in his PafTage from Bari to Dyrracbiun , 
htvir.g left part of his mighty Retinue and the Forces 
he was to lead behind him in Italy y and being fep a ” 
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4) 


^ed in a Storm from the reft, was feiz’d by the Go* 

vernor of Dyrrachium , and fent by the Emperor’s 
Order thro’ By-Ways to Conftantinople , where he was 
detain'd Prifoner. 

Whether this was done either for that theEthperof 
Vas offended at an arrogant Mcflage he had receiv’d 
from Hugh, at the Beginning of his Expedition, as 
the Greeks alledge, or for that Alexius was well pleas’d 
to have fo great a Prince in his Hands, who might 
fervefor an Hoftage to fecure him againft the Latins * 
is uncertain. However he return’d fuch an Anfwcr 
to Godfrey , advanc’d by that time with his Army as 
far as Adrianople, that he thought he had juft Caufe 
toad againft him as an open Enemy, and for eight 

Days together wafting the Country as he mov’d a- 

long, he march’d diredly to Conjlantinople, where he Marches in 

rais’d fuch a Confternation, that Alexius gave H;<gh an 
his Liberty, fenc to defire Peace, and promis’d God-cTnfiln* 
frey all imaginable Satisfa&ion. However this Peace, tinople. 
for which the Emperor was forc’d to petition, was 
very indifferently obfefv’d on his Paftj for tho’ he 
had undertaken to furnifh the Army with Provifions, 
yet he fail’d of his Promife, and when upon that Ac¬ 
count they began to live at Difcretion, he attack’d 
’em by Sea and Land, and in every Refpe& behav’d 


Conftantinople 


Godf) 


Friend 


ther, and by that means Compell’d Alexius to defire a 
new Accommodation, who* offering his Son John 
for an Hoftage, invited the Princes to Conftantinople4 
where they were receiv’d with great Magnificence, 
and according to the Cuftom of the Greek Empe- 
ws, Alexius adopted Godfrey for his Son, after which 
they came to this Agreement, That the Emperor An A^tiS 
fhould, from time to time* aid the Princes with a \\mtr.tbt- 
h*s Forces both by Sea and Land, that he Would con- ,Tr,rt 

tmually fupply the Army with Provifions, and be ETO ,, r4/ 
ftnrieeable to ’em upon all Occafions. On the other 

ft i Hand, 


tvrixt h<fff 
a? J th* 
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Hand, the Princes were to do nothing contrary to 
his Intereft, but reftore to him fuch Places of Impor¬ 
tance as they fiiould recover in ^<r,and do Homage 
for the reft. After many Difputes and Argument} 
on both fides, the Princes bound themfelves by Oath 
to the Obfervance of the fecond Article, but with 
this Limitation, that they were no longer oblig’d than 

whilft he punctually perform’d the firft. 

When thefe Matters were thus fettled, Alexius. 
■who was profufely magnificent, loaded the Princes 
with new Honours, and made ’emexceflive rich Pre- 
ferns-, but being ftiortly after inform’d that other 
Princes of the Crufade were upon their March at 
the Head of powerful Armies, efpecially Bohemonl , 
Prince of I'arsntum , of whom he thought he had great 
Reafcn to be diftrullful, he defir’d Godfrey to pafs with 
his Army towards Bithynia , and encamp near Calct- 
don, alledging he was not "able long to fubfift his 
Forces where they lay, tho’ the true Reafon was to 
avoid the Prefence of fo many Guefts at once, molt 
of whom he had juftly provok’d by his Prevarica¬ 
tions and Treachery. However Godfrey being defi- 
rous to wait for the Arrival of Bohemond , and being 
at the fame time fenfible of Alexius’s Jealoufies, and 
Bohemond'$ Refentments, he undertook, at the Em¬ 
peror’s Rcqueft, a Mediation between ’em, and fo 
well manag'd the haughty Spirit of that great Prince, 
whom he met for that Purpofe on his March, that 
he brought him with him to Conftantineple , where 
he was receiv’d by Alexius with all imaginable Maries 
of Efteem and Affection} and the Prince, who was 
willing to remove all Obftacles that might retard 
’em in their intended Expedition, behav’d himfelt 
on his fide with an open generous Confidence, and 
fo both endeavour’d for the preient to conceal what 
it was inopolTiblc for either to overcome. 

All things being thus happily concerted at Confr,- 
u no tie, the Forces pafs’d the Bofphorus and encamp’d 

near Cal:?don. where the Meafures neceffary to be 

taken 
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taken for the Siege of Nice were confulted, the Em¬ 
peror himfelf promifing to affift in Perfon at that 
Enterprise, tho’ he fecretly propos’d to obtain that 
City to himfelf, rather by the Conceflion of the 
Turks, than the Force of the Chriftian Armies. 

Nice , the Metropolis of Bythinia , famous for the rh * %* 
firft Oecumenical Council celebrated here againft the 4 ^ ^ 1Cf * 
Jrm Herefie, Hands in the middle of a fertile and 
pleafant Valley, encompafs’d by high Mountains, 
and a capacious Lake, which on the Weftern Quar¬ 
ter ferves as a Natural Fortification, and fupplies it 
plentifully with all the Commodities of the Coun¬ 
try} notwithrtanding which it was more ftrongly 
fortify’d by Solymart , who having pulh’d on his Con- 
quetls as far as the Propontis , fixt here the Seat of 
his Empire, as mod commodioufly favouring the 
Defire the tfurks had entertain’d or palling one Day 
into Europe. Here Soly'man , his Succeflor, ufually 
maintain’d a ftrong Garrifon, but when firft he heard 
of the Enterprise the Chriftians were about in the 
Weft, he reinforc’d it with the choiceft of hisTroops, 
and went in Perfon into Perfia , to follicit the Afli- 
ftance of the Princes of his Nation. On the fix- 
teenth of May in the Year 1097, tho’ Solyman was 
juft then return’d with a powerful Army out of the 
Eaft, and had ported himfelf in the Mountains, the 
Princes diftributed their feveral Quarters in his open 
view, knowing their Forces fuperior to his in Num¬ 
ber, and by that Means able to cover the Siege} for 
it a general Mufter they were found to be no fewer 
than fix hundred thoufand Men, of which an hun¬ 
dred thoufand were Horfe, befides Priefts, Monks, 

Women, Children, and Servants, whofc Numbers 

were infinite} notwithftanding which fo ju£t and 
exaft a Difcipline was maintain’d among ’em, that 
all forts of Debauchery, which ufually attend a licen¬ 
tious Multitude, were banifh’d the Camp. 

During this Siege, which was maintain’d forfeven 
Weeks, both the one fide and the other gave emi- 
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pent Inftances of their Obftinacy and Refolucio«: 
Solym.in defeended twice from the Mountains at the 
Head of a numerous Army, with a defign to raife it, 
but was as often repuls’d by the more numerous Chri- 
flians: The Befieg’d made frequent Sallies upon the 
Afiailants, who receiv’d ’em with a Martial Conftan- 
cy, and flill forc’d ’em to retire with great Lofs to 
the Garrifon; who not with (landing continu’d to de¬ 
fend the Place with a cheerful Courage, ’till they 
faw the Chriftiarts Mailers of the Lake, by which 
they expe&ed to receive the Relief they had fent to 
defire of Solyman , and then they entertain’d Thoughts 
of a Rendition. For whilft that Lake was open they 
receiv’d conftant Supplies of Provifion and all other 
Necclfaries at their Pleafure; of which when yllem 
was inform’d, he fitted out fome little Frigots, which 
commanded the Lake, and intercepted their ufual 
Commerce. 

For tho’ the Emperor had promis’d to join with 
the Princes, yet confidering how much their For¬ 
ces exceeded his, that they were chiefly command¬ 
ed by fuch of whole Affections he had great Rea- 
fon to be doubtful, he chofc rather to be a Spe&ator 
of that War, in which he had fworn to be a Com¬ 
panion; and therefore continu’d at a Place call’d 
Ptltcanus , from whence he oblerv’d the Progrefsof 
the Befiegers, and at the fame time held a Corre- 
(pondcnce with the Defendants, whom he follicited 
by Butumites his Lieutenant to furrender the Place 
»rr.i:h ;; to him; which, upon mighty Promifes of Advan- 
jHr’tr.w* ta g CS) as t he highefl Honours,and magnificent Pen- 

fions to the Sultan’s Wife and Siller, and liberalPre- 
fents to the leading and mod deferving Men of the 
Garrifon, they condefccnded to. Tho’ the Princes 
had timely Intimation of this Treaty, yet being fen- 
fible that it would haften the Surrender of the Plac*, 

they ch.ofe rather to conceal their Knowledge of it) 

;han obftruft it by a Rcfentment. 

jfkxit! 
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Jlgxius being thus become Matter of Nice, and 
at the fame time cpnfcious to himfelf of the dirtio- 
Bourable Means by which he obtain’d it, endea¬ 
voured to conceal or varnifh over his Guilt by his 
profufe liberality to the Franks , making moft mag¬ 
nificent Prefcnts to all the Principal Commanders, 
and bellowing large.Donatives upon the difappoint- 
ed Soldiers, who had promis’d tnemfelves the Spoils 
of the vanquilh’d City 5 notwithftanding which the 
Diftruft the Princes had entertain’d of him made ’em 
always upon their Guard, and the common Soldier* 
charg’d him every Day with whole Vollies of Curfcs 

and Execrations. 

After the Redu&ion of Nice the Princes took leave 
of the Emperor, and march’d immediately towards 
Syria, having firft feparated into two Bodies for the 
Conveniency of Forage and Subttftence, Bohemond 
taking the Left Hand and Godfrey the Right, be¬ 
ing however both careful that the Army ftiould not 
be diftant above two Miles the one Body from the 
other. Bohemond marching firft, was three Days 
after this Separation difeover’d by Solyman in a 
large Plain; who concluding that fmall Body con¬ 
tain’d the whole Chriftian Army, and he being 
reinforc’d with new Troops, which made his a- 
mount to three hundred and fixty thoufand Juries 
| and Perfians , all Horfe, befides an infinite Number 
of Arabians , who were alfo Cavalry, he fuddcnly 
feiz’d on all the Pafles of the Hills, and the Ave¬ 
nues leading out of the Valley, intending to fur- 
prize the Chriftians early next Morning, as they 
were going to decamp. 

Of this Bohemond being advertis’d, he inftantly dif- 

patch’d fome Horfe to acquaint Godfrey of the Dan- Al', 
ger he was in, and made the beft Provifion he could dL ,r 
to oppofe the terrible Shock he expe&ed from the 
Enemy, who came pouring down into the Valley 

to charge the Chriftians, whom they expe&ed to 

find half conquer’d to their Hands b,y their Fear 
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and Diforder. The Chriftians receiv’d the Charge I 
with great Conftancy and Refolution, but would in I 
the end have been over-power’d by Numbers, had I 
not Godfrey appear’d upon the Mountains, and in an I 
Inftant made an Alteration in the Face of the Bat- I 
tel; for Solyman retreated prefently to the Hills, I 
where he thought the Chriftians would not dare to I 
attack him, wh'ch however they did with fo much 1 
T..?*.- Execution, that the Enemy were put to Flight, lea- I 
ving their Camp, and -bove three thoufand of the I 
Principal Perfons of Quality among the Turks, be- I 
fides a prodigious Number of Arabians, and other ot- I 
dinarv Soldiers, behind ’em. I 

The Chriftians, having refrefh’d themfelves for two I 
Days in the Valley, continu’d their March, advan¬ 
cing towards Syria, fuffering much as they march’d 
along} for the Turks , who no longer dat’d to en¬ 
counter ’em hand to hand, deftroy’d the Country 
through which they were to pafs, which reduc’d ’em 
to extream Want, efpecially in their Paflage over the 
Mountains and Defarts. However, after having o- 
vercome Difficulties that others would have thought 
invincible, they arriv’d at Antioch , accompany’d by 
Taticius , or Tatin , the Emperor’s Lieutenant, fent ra¬ 
ther to be a Spy upon ’em, and betray ’em, than to 
aflift ’em. The Sealon was far advanc’d when they 
arriv’d near Antioch , and the Town fupply’d with a 
numerous Garrifun, and every thing requifite for an 
effectual Defence} notwithstanding which, confider- 
. mg it coniifted with the Reputation of their Arms 
/<♦• to fet down before it, they put the whole Army in 
' " Orccr of Battel, and on the twenty firft; of ORobtt 

march’d in a terrible Triumph, and encamp’d within 
a Mile of it. 

It is Foreign to my prefent Deftgn to infift upon 
the Particulars of this Siege, which lafted nine 
Months, and is mod Memorable for the many Acti¬ 
ons perform’d in the Courfe of it, it being hard to 
determine whether the Beiiegers or Defendantswere 

expos’d 
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expos’d to the greateft Hardfhips, or endur’d ’em with 
the greateft Patience and Resolution. The Fury of 
War, and the Viciffitudes of it, appear’d no where 
ore confpicuous than upon this Occafion. The 
Peftilcnce and Famine, Envy and Emulation, An- 
guiihand Defpair rag’d equally within the Walls and 
without. That whieh ought to have haften’d Alexius 

io the Succour of the Aflatlants, the Neceffitics they 

were under, made him return back when he was up¬ 
on his March towards ’em : So that ’tis no wonder 
the Princes did not reftore Antioch to him, as they had 
before oblig’d themfelves to do, but made Bohemond 
Prince of ir, and that for a Reafon, which becaufeit 
includes the Means by which they got it into their 
Hands, a brief Account of it may not be judg’d amift 
in this Place. 

Pyrrhus^ a Citizen of Quality in Antioch , was born 
of Chriftian Parents, but pretended to embrace the 
Mahometan Superftitions to fave his Eftate, as feveral 
other Antiochians had done in fourteen Years time, 
when firlt it was conquer’d by the Turks. This Man 
had obtain’d fo great an Eftcem among the Infidels, 
that yJccien the Sultan, charm’d with his good Quali¬ 
ties, entrufted him with the Guard of three Towers, 
and made him his Secretary of State. Notwithftand- 
ing this, Pyrrhus . who fecretly abhorr’d the Abomi¬ 
nations of that Religion, to which he had outwardly 
conform’d, and being fenfible how difficult it would 
be for theChriftians to take the Town by Force, con¬ 
ceiv’d an ardent Defire to redeem his Country from 
the Servitude and Oppreffion of the Turks \ to which 
he was prompted by his Son, who at the beginning of 
the Siege was in a Sally taken Prifoner by Bohemond, 
and was fo tranfported with his generous Treatment 
and Difcharge, (for he refus’d to receive the Ranfom 
Pyrrhus had offer’d for him) that at Bohemnd’s infti- 
gation he induc’d his Father at his Return to think of 
lome Means of delivering the Town up to the Chri- 

ftians, and the Father from that time forward main¬ 
tain’d 
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Son’s means, who was often lent out into the u»mp 
under the Pretence of being a Spy, and at length 1 * 
reed upon a certain Day to put the three Towcrj, 
which he had the Command, into his Hands. A* 
bout this time the Great Sultan of Perfea had rais’d ^ 
mott formidable Army of two hundred thoufa. 
Horfe, and an innumerable Multitude of Foot, 
which were then on their March to the Relief of 
Antioch. Whereupon Bohemond, who was a politick 
defigning Prince, the very Day that Pyrrhus and he 
had agreed, as is before mention’d, told the Princes 
in a Council of War with a melancholy Air, That the 
Evils which the Army endured were infuppor table, and p 
that they mufi fhortly be forc'd to abandon the Siege, and 
rife from the Town , after they had lofl fo many brave Mn 
before it, fence fo prodigious an Army was marching to its 
Relief. That nothing remain'd more to be done , but to 
try if any among 'em could gain the Town by Surprize or 
Intelligence, before the Succours arriv'd and to encaurt p 
every one to undertake fometbing of that Natore for tbt 
publick Good, he propos'd the Principality of Antioch mi 
Reward to him who Jhould perform the Exploit, andtherebj 
iifengage the Army from fo long, fo bloody and expenfree i 
Siege. 

Tho’ the rett of the Princes cafily perceiv’d the Ar¬ 
tifice of Bohemond, yet their Scouts continually alarm¬ 
ing ’em with the Approach of the Succours, they in 
the end decreed that he who could gain Antioch fhould 
be Matter of it* whereupon Bohemond inftantly advis’d 
Pyrrhus, that he was prepar’d to execute what had been 
concerted between ’em j and Pyrrhus the Night fol¬ 
lowing, upon a Signal given, threw down a Cord, 
with which he drew up a Ladder, and fatten’d it to 

one of the Tower Battlements, whereupon a Co 
pany of Bohemond 1 % Soldiers, appointed for that pur- 
pofe, mounted the Tower, which whilft fome o! 
’em matter’d, killing all the Turks they met, others 

broke open a SallyTPort, at which the Troops enter’d, 

and 
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jed feizing the Gates, the whole Army was, by brqafc 
of Day, got without any Refinance into the City,' 
irherethegreatcftpari of the Turks were kill’d, fome 
intheir Beds, others in ;he Streets, and Accien himfelf,. 
who fled away in a Difguife, was taken fhortly aftetj 
and (lain by fome Chriltians of Syria. 

The Princes being thus become Matters of Antioch , A. D. 
lent Hugh the Great, and Baldwin, Earl of Heymult y 1098• 
to give the Emperor an Account of their Succefs, and. 
prefl him to make good his Oath, and in Perfbn join 
his Forces with thofe of the Princes, who got little by 
that unfortunate Ambaflage \ for the Earl of Heymuh 
perilh’d in the way, nor was it ever known what Death 
he dy’d, tho’ it was generally fufpe&ed that he was ta¬ 
ken Prifoner, and murder’d by the Emperor’s Soldier* 
in Nice. Hugh got fafe to Conftantinople, but inttead 
of returning to the Princes with an Account of his 
Embaffy, he parted from thence in fo abrupt a man¬ 
ner, that fome of the Writers of that Time took 
Occafion from thence to mention him much to his 
Difadvantage j and the Emperor was fo far from being 
perfuaded to join with the Princes then, that he re- 
lolv’d never to do it. 

Indeed at that time he had a juftifiable Excufc for 
his Abfence, for Tzachas ftill continu’d Matter of 
Smyrna , from whence he exercis’d his Piracies, and 
infefted the Sea-Coafts of the Empire * and Tangri - 
femes, a Man of the fame Faith and Pra&ices, had 
feiz’d on Ephefus , as fome of his Followers had done 
on Rhodes , Chios , and other Places, which they judg’d 
the moft fit for their Piratical Excurfions. Here they 
built their Ships, and laid ’em up after any Expediti¬ 
on j here they ftor’d their Booty, and fold fuch Chri- 
ttians, as fell into their Hands, into a miferable 
Slavery. 

This made Alexius think it requifite to Man out 
fuch a Fleet, and raife an Army as ihould not only be 
able to reftrain the Barbarians , but to remove, and, if 
poffibk, to extirpate them. Accordingly he befieg’d 

Smyrna 
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furrender’d upon fuch Conditions as the Befieged 
themfelves requir’d. But before the Fleet loofed fro® 
thence, Cafpan , whom the Imperial General had nude 
Governor of the Place, was murder’d by a Turk, of 
whom fome Chriftians had made prefling Complaints 
for his Violence and Extortion, whereupon the Sai¬ 
lors and Soldiers in a confus’d Number fell into the 
Te* City, where in an Inftant they flew ten thoufand of 
Turks t he Turkijb 

f.xm by the 

Ephefus, where he engag’d with Tangripermes, *uuuc- 
feated him, killing great Numbers of his Men, and 
taking no lefs than two thoufand Prifoners, confining 
chiefly of their principal Officers and prime Nobility 
among the Turks , who by the Emperor’s Order were 
difpers’d th r oughout the Iflands. After this Philo- 


The 
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delph'ta , Laodicea 

finall Importance, fell into the Emperor’s Hands, 
which fhortly after prov’d the Subject of a War be¬ 
tween the Emperor and Bobemond , the newly elefled 
Prince of Antioch : For that Prince, mindful of his 
Hereditary Quarrel to Alexius, and offended at the 
Demand he had made of Antioch , which he claim’d 
as his, he fent his Nephew Tancred with part of his 
Forces to fit down before Laodicea , and take it by 
Storm if the Defendants refus’d to furrender. The 
Town was provided with a Garrifon, which the Em¬ 
peror judg’d fufficient to defeat any Defigns of the 
Turks , but not ftrong enough to oppofe the Courage 
of the victorious Chriftians fo that afeer fome fhort 
Refiftance it was delivered up to Tankred , together 
with other the moft confiderable Fortreflcs in all Ci¬ 
licia. Of which when Alexius was inform’d, he fent 
and renew’d his Claim to Antioch , and upon a Re* 
pulfe prepar’d to make good his Pretenfions by the 
Force of Arms ; and hearing that the Bifhop of 
Pi fa and other Princes in the Weft were preparing a 

great Fleet for the Support of the Chriftians in the 

Eaft, 
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gaft, who had lately taken Jerufalem , in which they- Jerufefcm 
found fo much Booty, that the whole Army was en-£**"^ < * 
fieb’d beyond Imagination, he gave Orders for the 0br ^ M * i 
building more Ships of War to be added to thofe he 
bad already at Sea, and made 5 Taticius his Admiral $ 
refolving to flop the Paffage of the Weftern Fleet, 

'till the Princes had deliver’d up fuch Towns as he 
challeng’d from ’em. Accordingly both Fleets met 
and engag’d near Rhodes , where the Imperialifts pre¬ 
vail’d, and entirely defeated the Enemy’s Fleet ; but 
were themfelves over-taken by a Tcmpeft in their 
Return to Confiantinople , which deftroy’d all their 
Ships but the Squadron commanded by taticius him- 

felf. 

Bohemond , obferving the Emperor was in came ft, 
and that after all his Prevarications he began now to 
declare more openly, put himfelf upon his Guard $ 
and hearing that Alexius' s General, call’d Catacuzenusy 
was preparing to be liege Laodicea, after he had in vain 
attempted to hinder the Genoefe from landing, and 
marching to the Affiftance of the Chriftians in the 

he refolv’d to march in Perfon to the 
Before his Arrival the Greeks were Ma- 


Holy-Land, 

Relief of it. 

fters of the Town and Haven, but the Franks con¬ 
tinu’d to make a vigorous Defence in the Caftle, in¬ 
to which with much Difficulty he threw fome Sup¬ 
plies, tho’ that Ihortly after fell into the Emperor’s 
Hands, and then return’d to Antiechy where he con¬ 
futed what Methods were moll proper to oppofe and 
annoy the Emperor. Upon Examination he found 
he had not Strength fufficient at prefent either by Sea 
or Land to contend with him, that he could hope 
for no Recruits but out of the Weft, and that his 
Prefence there was abfolutely necefiary for the rai- 
fing of ’em, and was fenfiblc at the fame time of 
the Danger he muft unavoidably run in a Voyage 
thither, the Emperor being abfolute Mailer at Sea. 

In this Extremity he had recourfe to a Stratagem, BohemonJ 

which was no lefs wonderful in the Contiivance , h “ Slr * la - 

than*^ 
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that) dangerous m the Execution. Having fettled bu 
Aflairs at Antioch, the Management of which he tom* 
mined to Inch in whom he could fafcly confide* h c 
commanded a Report to fee fpread abroad of hi* 

Death, which was confirm’d by the Behaviour, of hi* 
Friends, and ThcCondu& of bis Court. When he 
thought no one would be fo fcrupukms as to doubt 
the Truth of it, hc was put into a Coffin, and ihipp’d 
on board a Veffiei prepar’d for that purpofc, which 

Was to carry him to Rime in order to his Interment, 
By this Artifice he deluded the Curiofity of the Em* 
peror’s Officers, who fuffer’d his Corps, as they topk 
it,: to pafs unmolefted, firft to the I Hand Coryphus, and 
thence into Italy •, and the Emperor was hardly fenfi. 

blcof this unhappy Overfight, ’till he was inform’d 

of the mighty Preparations Bohemond was making a- 
gainft him. 

The unhappy Emperor never labour’d under greater 
Apprehensions than he did upon this Occafion. He 
Was fenfible how highly he had provok’d Bohemond^ 
and how ready that haughty Spirit was to refent it. 
He knew he was already obnoxious to the Pope and 
the Italian Princes, fo that it was extreamly difficult 
for him to create any Diverfion on that fide to defeat 
the Defigns of a .powerful Enemy, who feem’d fworn 
to his Ruin. Thefe Apprehensions were improv’d by 
the Appearance of a Comet of an extraordinary Size, 
which rofe in the Weft, and by an unnatural Mo¬ 
tion travell’d on towards the Eaft, where it fet. The 
Appearance of this Star, and its irregular Progrefs, at 
firft very much perplex’d the fuperltitious Emperor, 
till he in feme meafure was eas’d of his Fears by Ba- 
films a Mathematician, for whom he had a great Re- 
gard, who allur'd him, that as by its Riling in the 
Weft, it foretold the Invafion of the Latins , fo its 
Setting in the Eaft intimated, that in the Eaft 
they would all be deftroy’d. Ac ‘thejfalonica , whi¬ 
ther the Cares of the War, and approaching Dan* 

gers had drawn him, he narrowly efcap’d the-Effie&* 

oi 



Chap.. IV. XCVIL Alexius. if 5 

ofa/Conipiracy, which being form’d by Perfeift of a c«nfpr*- 
cb? fgheft Rank, as well in the Church amt the 9 4 |« 3 /* 
Senate as in the Army, it ferv’d to let him know how * J 
j,jj r.v. a Sublets were difpos’d againft him. *"• * vtr’i. 

V/ h i!ft he L,y under thefe Dffqui etudes his FldCt 
was ready to put to Sea, and hfc order’d his Admiral, 
wbote Name was CiritoftapkanuS) Forfeiture of 
his Eyes, fo diligently to Watch the Seas, as not *6 
iuffcr Bohemond to pafs by him Without an Engage 

mcnt. At the fame time he Cent 'Orders to the <?o*- 

vernour of Dyrrachium to be conftantly upOnhis Guard, 
and not fuffer himfclftobefurpriz’d. But Contoftepha- 
inftead of following his Inftru&ions, 'made a De¬ 
cent into Italy , and laid Siege to Bntnduftum , where 
be receiv’d an abfdlnte Defeat, Which Was chiefly ow¬ 
ing to the brave Conduct of Tattered's -Mother. This 
Misfortune prov’d in the Iflue of worfe Confcquence 
to Alexius his Affairs, than might have reafonably 
been at firft expected. For fix Scythians being takenCrw/ -fft- 
Prifoners in the A&ion, they were fedt to BohemndJ."**™^ . 
who carry’d ’em to the Pope, telling him ’twas with” ^ 
fuch Inllruments as thefe Alexius endeavour’d to de-lexius. 
fend and enlage his own Dominions, and encroach 
upon his Neighbours, fighting at the Head of Pagans 
againft Chriitians, and arming Barbarians againft the 
mod civiliz’d Nations of Europe. By thefe Artifices 
Bohemond d irr’d up the Pope and People againft Alexi¬ 
us , fo that his Levies were compleat in an Inftanr, 
every one crowding to receive the Pope’s Benedicti¬ 
on, and to engage in the War againft fo abominable a 
Tyrant as they conceiv’d Alexius to be. 

The Emperor’s Fleet lay at Auhn in Albania^ when 
Bohemond put to Sea j and tho’ they had receiv’d Ex- 
prefs Orders from their Matter to hinder his Paflage, 


yet terrify’d at the Number and Burden of his Ships, 
they all fled, and Bohemond landed his Forces without 
any Oppofition at that Place, which they had relin- 
quilh’d to him, and prepar’d to befiege Dyrrachium , 

ofwhichthat impetuous Prince was already Matter in 

his 
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h» own Imagination. In Order to which he i&'J 
on all the Towns adjoining to it, and having butd 
his Ships in the fight of his Army, thereby giving 
to underftand there was no Poffibility of their r&| 
Bohcmond turning home, he fat down with his whole Arm)! 

fa" before ir,and expos’d himfelf and all. his Forces to fu C [l 
um T1CW ' unavoidable Difficulties, as, had they been forefecJ 
um ‘ would have been fufficient to deter him from fo dud 

gerous an Undertaking. For the Emperor, beingl 
Mailer at Sea, he could not from thence receive any] 
Provifions, which there was no poffibility of getting! 
by Land, where Alexius hadfeiz’d on all the Avenual 
leading to Dyrrachium. This begot a great Famine in 
his Camp, which was follow’d by a Sicknefs that! 
.fwept off great Numbers of his Men daily. In the! 
mean time the Befieg’d made a vigorous Defence,! 
and Alexius , who was not willing to venture all upon! 
one Stake, declin’d bringing it to a Battel, and enl 
M«ius fcjjdeavour’d to weaken Bohemond 's Army by Towing! 
Arttjicti. Diffcntions in it. Having learn’d what Officers ini 

his Army that Prince had the greateft Dependance 
upon, he fent fuch Letters to themasfeem’d noothw 
than Anfwers. to fome others he had lately receiv’d 
from them before, in which he thank’d ’em for the 
great Services they had done him in betraying Be- 
bemond's Dcfigns to him, and exhorted ’em to perlift 

in the good Work they had began, and effe&ually 
deferve the Rewards he had abundantly prepar’d for 
’em. Thefe Letters were direfted to Bohemond'% own 
Brother, and other his moft intimate Friends and Con¬ 
fidents j hoping by fuch Means to create fuch ajea- 
loufie of ’em, and the Prince, as would in time end in 
the Ruin both of them and himfelf. Thefe Letters, 

being thus difpatch’d, he fent a Man of experienced 

Loyalty, who polling a nearer way to Bohemond 

Camp, immediately demanded Admittance to that 

Prince, to whom he pretended, that having receiv’d 

fomc Injuries from the Emperor, he had renounc’d to 

Allegiance, and was come to follow his Fortune*, 

being 
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jeing able, by a timely Difcovery of fome Treafons 
ntended againft him, to make way for his Reception : 

When he was ask’d what thofe Treafons were, and 
pho were the Traitors, he boldly accus’d Bohemond's 
swn Brother, and fuch others as had been before 

igreed upon betwixt him and Alexius, referring him- 
felf to the Contents of fome Letters, which he knew 
were upon the Road, for the Truth of what he had 
declar’d} undertaking to intercept the Bearers of’em,' 
before they Ihould be able to deliver ’em according to 
their Directions, provided he might bealfur’dof the 
Lives of thole who did nothing out of Ill-will to him, 
but in Obedience to an haughty imperious Matter} 
which Bohemond, who was furpris’d at the Novelty of 
the thing, without any Hefitation granted. Accord¬ 
ingly the Men were feiz’d, and the Letters deliver’d 
to Bohemoml , who opening’em with great Impatience, 
read ’em over with an attonilh’d Eye, and was at firft 
fo thoroughly perfuaded that they were genuine, 
that he kept within his Tent fix Days together, feti- 
oully debating with himfclf what Councils to take irt 
fo critical a Conjuncture. At laft, either Confidering 
that the Removal of lo many experienc’d Men at 
once would be of a more dangerous Confequence than 
the Continuance of them in the Service, however ill 
affected they might be to him} or having at length 
lome Reafon to diftruftthe Sincerity of thofe Letters* 
he continu’d his Brother and all the reft in their Em¬ 
ployments, gave ’em frefh Inftances of his good In¬ 
clinations towards ’em, and of the Trutt he repos’d 
in ’em, not co be fliaken by fo weighty a Tefticnony 
as thofe Letters feem’d to produce againft ’em. , 

In the mean time ACts of Hoftility were continu’d A. D. 
on both fides, and the Siege advanc’d extream (lowly, iio£» 
for the Befieg’d made a vigorous Defence, and had 
great Plenty of all things in the Garriffon. Momen¬ 
tary Skirmifhes and Party Engagements happen’d al- 
tnoll every Day, in which for the molt part the Em¬ 
peror had the Advantage, and lb clol'ciy prels’d Bube- 
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mond, who began to be in want of almofi: every thing 
neceffary for a Camp, that that haughty Spirit firft 
heard patiently fome Overtures of a Peace, and at 
length was prevail’d upon to conclude it upon Terms 
very honourable to the Emperor, and no lefs fatif- 
factory to him, conGdering the prefent Condition of 

his Affairs. After which, having difpers’d his Troops 

into fuch Winter Quarters as were allotted him by 
the Emperor, he himfelf return’d into Italy , faith 
Anna Comnena , tho’ we learn from others that he went 

Boh:n:cr.ap orwarc j s Co Antioch, where he dy’d within fix Months, 

i,:l ' and went to feck that Peace beyond the Grave, which 

his Honour and Ambition would not fuffer him to 
enjoy on this fide of it. He was undoubtedly one of 
the greateft Men of that Age, he was tall at.i well* 
fhap'd; of an Appearance mixt with Terror and De- 
light, at the fame time threatning and inviting : He 
was in Defigning judicious, in Execution forward; 
neither foften’d by Profpcrity, nor dejefted in Ad* 
verfity. His great Courage and Generofity made him 
efteem’d by thofe that knew him, and admired even 
by Strangers i lb that we may have reafon to believe 
Anna, Comnena, when fhe faith he was the braved Man 

of his Age, except that Idol of her Heart, her Father 
Alexius. 

Bohemond , among other things, agreed, at the Con* 
clufion of the late Peace, to reftore to the Emperor 
fuch Towns as he with-held from him in Afia, to 
•which Tar.krcd now laid Claim upon his Uncle’s 
Death, in Right of the young Bohemond his Coufin, 
and refus’d to furrender ’em; of which the Emperor 
made loud Complaints, and requir’d him to obferve 
the Articles : To which he return’d a refolute An* 


fwer, and let the Emperor know he was to expect 
nothing but what he could obtain by down-right 
Force. Upon this Occafion Alexius had recourse to 
hi? uiurd Artifices; he endeavour’d to peifuade Ball¬ 
'svia, at that rime King of Jirufalevt, to aflift him 


ga’r.fl Ti' -V, or at kail to lit Neater, whrlrt here- 
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cover’d his undoubted Right from him. But finding 
that neither Baldwin or any other of the Princes of 
the Crufade were inclinable to favour his Pretences 

againft Tattered, he thought fit to fufpend his Claim 
for the prefent, and the rather becaufe his Jealoufie 
was awaken’d with the new Preparations he heard 
the Italians were making in the Weft. 

’Tis no wonder if this Prince, having in fome Re- 
fpeft or other provok’d all the World, thought the 
whole World combin’d againft him, and receiv’d an 
Alarm from every Motion of thofe whom his Guilt 
taught him to confider as his Enemies: On whatever 
Quarter he caft his Eyes he thought he had juftRca- 
fon to put himfelf upon his Guard, and that at a 
time when he was leaft able to make a Refiftance. 
The lurks were not more diftrufted by him than the 
Chriftians thcmfelves, nor could he fafely confide even 
in his own Subjects, who were continually form¬ 
ing Confpiracies againft him, or terrifying him by 
their Rebellions j add to all this, the Infirmities of 
his Body, afflicted by the Gout, and other Diftem- 
pers which ulually accompany Old Age, and ren¬ 
der Life a Burden. Notwithftanding which, being 
inform’d that the Turks had renew’d their lncurfions, 
which they made up altnoft as far as the Walls of Nice, 
he march’d in Perfon againft ’em, and gave ’em an 
Overthrow that was thought worthy fuch a Triumph 
at Conti ant inoplc , as the Inhabitants of that Place had 
doc feen for a long time before. 

Notwithftanding this Defeat of the Turks , they 

ihortly after renew’d their lncurfions, and deitroy’d 
the Borders of the Empire for a confiderable time 
without Control, for that the Forces of the Eafthad 
been lorne time before lent againft the Scythians, who 
were preparing to give Alexius new Trouble,and the 
Emperor himfelf was laid up of the Gout. However, 
being at length recover’d, and having review’d his 
forces, he march’d againft the Turks , who with an 
mfolent Barbarity deftrov’d all before ’em, but at the 


l$9 


A. D. 

iu8. 



i£o T he Roman Hiflory. Vol. y, 

Emperor’s Approach retir’d without venturing a Bat. 
tel ^ and when they heard he was return’d to Nicomt• 
dia, they renew’d their Hoftilitics with their ufualCon. 
fidence, and were frequently defeated by Alex'm\ 
Lieutenants, who were left behind for that purpofc, 
efpecially by Nicephorus , who drove the Sultan him- 
felf out of the Field, and won feveral Places of Im. 
portance from the 'Turks near Iconiutn j at which,and 
a fecond Expedition of Alexius againft ’em, they 
were fo terrify’d that they immediately defir’d Peace, 
which was readily granted ’em by the Emperor. 

This Peace being fo happily concluded, the Em¬ 
peror never after appear’d in the Field j but being 
now as cautious of provoking his Neighbours, as he 
had been heretofore forward in it, he apply’d him- 
felf to Ads of Charity, and to the healing thofe Di- 
vifions, with which the Greek Church was at that 
time grievouQy affli&ed. Thefe Cares took up 
the relt of his Time ’till his Death, which happen’d 
Ihortly after, occafion’d by a violent Cold, and his 
Aler.u; own Wilfulnefs, or the Ignorance and unfeafonable 

Dilputes of his Pbyficians. He dy’d in the thirty 
eighth Year of his own Reign, the laft of Baldwin 
the firft King of Jerufalem , and the twenty fecond 

after the firft Expedition of the Weftern Chriftians for 

the Recovery of the Holy-Land, An. Dom. 1118. 

his The Character of this Prince is differently repre- 

raitr. fented by the Greek Authors, and thofe who have 

1 wricten the Hiftory of the Holy Wars , the Gracing 

efpecially his Daughter Ann , placing him among 

thofe excellent Princes whole Virtues adorn’d thi 

Imperial Thronej and the reft making him worfi 

than the worft of thofe who defil’d it. It is agree; 

cn all Hands, that he was one of the greateft Poll 

ticians of his Time, and knew how to be Maflcro 

his Defigns by Artifice, when it was not to be effe&< 

by open Force. His greateft Fault was hisAmbicion 

and his moil fhining Talent Diftimulation. He wa 

patient cf Labour, and, upon Occafion, a gr n 

Tim: 
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Time-ferver. He outwardly profels’d a great Vene¬ 
ration for the Church, but made it appear, when 
ever his Neceffities requir’d it, how fuperficial that 
Veneration was. That he was grateful and muni¬ 
ficent, appears from his Behaviour to his Brother 
and the reft of his Friends, who had been inftru- 
mental in his Advancement. He was Perfidious, 
but not Cruel, feldom punifhing thofe, who during 
the long courfe of his Reign fo ofeen attempted him 
by their Confpiracies, otherwife than with Banilh- 
ment and Confifcation. His Behaviour to the Weftern 
Adventurers was unworthy a Prince and a Chriftian, 
but that in fome meafure it was to be excus’d by the 
Jealoufies he had upon good Grounds entertain’d a- 
gainft Bohemond. His Reign was for the moft part full 
of Cares and Anxieties, and at laft he left the Empire 
to his Son, who govern’d more to the Satisfaftionof 

his People than his Father had done before him. 

Whilft Alexius lay fick, he was earneftly follici- ■Cato Jo- 
ted by the Emprefs and his Daughter Ann y to de- HA a 
dare her Husband Bryennius Emperor, and to deprive 
his own Son John of the Succeflxon> and tho’ A- 1118, 
hius abfolutely deny’d their Requeft, and gave 
’em unanfwerable Reafons for that Denial, yet they 
perfifted in their Sollicitations j and that the ra¬ 
ther, becaufe they heard John , having got the Im¬ 
perial Signet from off his dying Father’s Finger, 
had caus’d himfelf to be proclaim’d Emperor, by 
thofe of his Relations and others who were well 
affefted to his Caufe. This made ’em more im¬ 
portunate with Alexius , who continu’d deaf to their 
Importunities, ’till John was got at the Head of his 
Party into the Palace, immediately upon which the 
aged Emperor dy’d, and left him hisSucceffor with¬ 
out any Competitor. 

John , being confirm’d in the Imperial Dignity, 
and crown’d by the Hands of the Patriarch, remov’d 
fuch Officers from Court as were fufpefted by him, 
andpreferr’d none to fucceed ’em but his own Friends 

S 3 and 



2* l 


]ohn, t' f e 
xrs £r?;f:- 
nrr-> hts 
greu: Nl:- 
* ttAUcn. 


7he Roman Hiftory, 


Vol. V 


and Relations, and fuen others as were the moft E- 
minert for their Birth in the Empire. Notwithftand- 


b 


this prudent Management, >he had not worn the 
Imperial Purple a full Year before fome of his neareft 
Relations conspir'd againft him, and by Oath oblig’d 
themfelves to advance Brycn>::us > this was rather con¬ 
triv’d by the haughty and ambitious Temper of Ann 
than defir’d by Bryenr.ius , who was fo far from ap¬ 
proving what had been defign’d, that his Remifsnefs 
and AverEon to publick Affairs blunted the Edge of 
the Conlpirators Swords, who had undertaken to 
murder the Emperor by Night. A treafonable De- 
fign not executed proves pernicious to none but the 
Traitors: The Conlpirators being difeover’d, and 
feiz'd the next Day, fuffer’d no other Punilhment 
than a Confifcation of their Goods, which however 
were fhortly after reftor’d to ’em through the Cle 
mency of the Emperor, and they receiv’d into Fa 
vour. Ann her felf, who had given Life to the Con 
fpiracy, being the firft who tailed of his Royal Boun 
ty, which was in a great Meafure owing to the Vir 
tue and Generofity of Axucbu a Perfian by Birth, 
■who being in the City of Nice when it was taken 
bv the Chriftians, was among other Captives pre 

nd that Emperor, obferving fome 

order’d him to 


fented to Alcx'rtc ■, 
thing extraordinary m r h 
attend a; a C 




Youth, 

mpanion upon his Son, who from that 
rime forward conceiv'd fo great an Affection for him, 
that when he came to be Emperor he was declar’d 

Job 


ir.g he could never do enough for the belov’d Com¬ 
panion of his Stud:e- and Diverfions. Axucbus, on 
the other fide, behaved himfelfwith the greateftMo¬ 
deration, and tho’ his Authority was fo great in the 
Empire, that many of the Royal Blood thought it no 
Diigrace to ahght from their Horfes when they met 
him, and pay him Homage j yet was he fo far from 
the Arrogance of unwoithv upftart Favourites, that 

he demean'd himfeir on all Occaficns like a Servant, 

daily 
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daily endeavouring to eftablifti a good Underftand- 
ing in the Royal Family, and reconciling the Offen¬ 
ders to the injur’d Prince. By this Man's good Offi¬ 
ces the Emperor was perfectly reconcil’d to his Mo¬ 
ther and Sifter, and having eftablifh’d an agreeable 
Harmony at home, he found himfelf at leifure to 
obferve the Turks , who, in Defiance of the Peace 
lately concluded with his Father, had broken into 
Phrygia, where he overthrew ’em in feveral Engage-’^ urk , s '* 
ments, recover’d all the Places of Importance out 
of their Hands, and among the reft the City of 
Uodicea, which he fecur’d with new Walls and o- 
ther Fortifications. After which he laid Siege to 
Sozopolis , a confiderable Town in Pamphilia , from 
whence the Turks by their frequent Excurfions very 
much opprefs’d the Subjefts of the Empire. The 
Town was ftrongly fortify’d, and almoft inacceffi- 
ble, fo that he found it difficult to force the nume¬ 
rous Garrifon by the ufual Methods of a Siege, and 
had Recourfe to a Stratagem, which had the Suc- 
cefs he defired, and made him Matter of the Town: 

For having by a pretended Afiault drawn the Turks 
out, and by a counterfeit Flight entic’d ’em into 
an Ambufcade, part of his Forces got between them 
and the City, and fell upon the Rear, whilft the 
other fac’d about and attack’d ’em upon the Front, 
killing great Multitudes upon the Spot, taking feve- 
ral fnfoners, and fuffering none to efcape, but a 
few who ow’d their Lives to the Fleetnefs of their 
Horfes. After which not only Sozopolis fell into 
his Hands, but feveral other Places in thofe Parts, 
formerly Members of the Roman Empire, but late 
fubdu’d, and added to the Dominions of the Turks. 

Thcfe fuccefsful Expeditions in the Beginning of 

his Reign, render’d John terrible to his Enemies in 
dfia, who fuffer’d him therefore peaceably to en¬ 
joy the Fruits of his Victories at Conjlantinople ■, ’till 
in the fifth Year of his Reign he was forc’d upon an 
Expedition againft th e Scythians, who having paft the 
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A. D. IJier had rafted 'fhraccy and like devouring Locufbl 
112.1. deftroy’d all before ’em. Againft thefe the Emperor I 
tnd ih led the Flower of the Roman Army, preparing how -1 
Scythian*, ever to circumvent by Fraud if portable, rather that) I 

engage with fuch a Multitude of Barbarians in a I 
pitch’d Battel. Accordingly he fent his Ambafla-] 
dors to the chief Captains in their Army, for eve -1 
ry Tribe, or Clan, had its particular Commander,! 
and amus’d the mod powerful among ’em fo efFe-1 
£tually with his fair Promifes and magnificent Pre -1 
fents, that they were carelefly confulting among] 
themftlves on what Terms they fhould grant Peace] 
to a Prince, who appear’d fo willing to pay for it ; | 
when the Emperor towards the Evening fell fud -1 
denly upon’em, kill’d great Multitudes before they] 
were able to defend themfelves, and forc’d the reft,I 
after a refolute Oppofition, to fly, or yield them-] 
felves Prifoners. | 

This fignal Vi&ory was fucceeded by another, ob-J 
rain’d fhortly after over the Triballi , or Servii, who] 
having broke the League concluded with them, pro¬ 
vok’d the Vengeance of the Roman Arms againft’em. 
Thefe being likewife overcome by the Emperor,vere 
either incorporated in his Legions, or tranfplanted to 
other Parts, where they were not fo capable of do¬ 
ing Mifchief for the future. 

The perfidious Jriballi being thus punifh’d by this 
active Emperor, he was fhortly after forc’d to turn 
his Victorious Arms againft the Hunns , who upon 
fome frivolous Pretences had invaded the Territories 
of the Empire. ‘John, who thought it advifable to 
prevent and remove an Evil before it gain’d too much 
Head, forc'd ’em back over the JJer-, and parting his 
own Army ever that River, he carry’d the Warinto 
their own Countrv, where he took feveral of their 
ftrorg Holds, obtain’d a confiderable Booty, forc'd 
’em to fuch a Peace as he thought fit to grant, and 
having fecur'd the Frontiers, return’d in Triumph to 
Cor.fianiir.cfis j where he had hardly return’d Thanhs 
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for his Succefs, (hewn himfelf to his Subje£b, and 
fuffer’d his Soldiers to enjoy a (hort Refrefhment, be¬ 
fore new Attempts of his Enemies call’d him out to 

new Adventures. 

The Turks, who had already fciz’d on fo many 

confiderable Branches of the Empire, ftill grafp’d at 

more ; with Confederate Forces they feiz’d on feve- 
ral of the Roman Cities in Galatia , in Cilicia , and 
other Places, which this warlike Emperor did not 
only recover, but forc’d ’em to yield up others they 
had injurioufly detain’d, and did not defifl ’till he 
had matter’d all Armenia j he laid Siege to Baca 
and Anazarba, which he took, but was forc’d to rife 
from before Berrhaa in Syria , after which he took 
in other Places of Importance, and made a fruitlefs 
Expedition againft Antioch , to which he laid Claim 
by vertue of the Treaty concluded between his 
Father and the Princes of the Crufade : But Foiuk , 
Earl of Anjou , who had lately fuccecded Baldwin 
of Bruges in the Kingdom of Jerufalem , undertook 
the Defence of the Place, and the Proteftion of 
Ruimond , the Earl of Poitier' s Son, who had mar- 
ry’d Conftantia , Bohemond' s Daughter, and by that 
means was efteem’d the lawful Prince of thofe Ter¬ 
ritories. 

The Emperor, in his Return homeward, was 
happily reconcil’d to his Brother Ifaac , who in the 
beginning of his Reign had taken fome Difgull, and 
withdrew to the Turks , among whom he liv’d, and 
advis’d ’em to direct their Incurfions with the moff 
probable Succefs. But. fhortly after, as the Romans 
were about to engage the Turks near Neo-Cafaria , 
Ifaac' s Son John , an arrogant intraftable Youth, de- 
ferted to the Enemy, which had like to have prov’d 
the Deftrudfion of the Roman Army \ for he in¬ 
form’d the Barbarians of the Difficulties they la¬ 
bour’d under, how their Horfes dy’d daily, and that 
there was a Scarcity of all Things convenient in 

their Camp \ and that he might add a greater 

Weight 
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Weight to his Information, he impioufly renounc’d 

the Chriftian Religion, and embrac’d the Mahometan 
Superflitions. The Turks were fo encourag’d by this 
Defection, that they fell violently upon the Romm 
as they were decamping, and kill’d great Numbers 
before the Emperor could lead ’em into a Place of 
Security. 

After this he return’d to Conjlantinople , where he 
was receiv’d with the ufual Acclamations by the 
Citizens, who however murmur’d frequently at the 
heavy Impofitions laid upon ’em for the Support 
of the War; but confidering the Money was en¬ 
tirely apply’d for the Good and Security of the 
Publick, and not diverted to any private Ufe, they 
grew afbam’d of their UneaGnefs, and admir’d the 
indefatigable Induftry of their warlike Emperor, 
whofe Care for the Good of his Subjects was more 
extenGve than his Dominions, and who thought 
it a Shame to lie idle at home, when the Seal'on of 
the Year fuffer'd him to be at the Head of his Armies 
abroad. 

Hitherto the many Wars he had been engag’d in 
concluded all honourably, and molt of ’em advanta- 
gcoufiy to the Empire, and he had no great reafon 
to accule Fortune 5 but now fhe who had fo tong at¬ 
tended him in all his Expeditions as a Friend, began 
to declare againlt him. Tho’ he had frequently at¬ 
tempted Anticcb in vain, as has been before obferv’d, 
and was oblig’d to come to an Agreement with the 
Latins there, yet his Ambition Hill prompted him to 
endeavour the Conquell of that renown’d City, 
which had formerly appear’d like an ineflimable Dia¬ 
mond in the Crowns of his Predcceflors. Having 
fettled his Domeftick Affairs he fet forward in the 


Spring, accompany’d by his three Sons, Alexius, An- 

and Manud , pretending publickly that the 


cremsu:- 

* . ' L c J l -/ * r 

Defign of his Expedition was only to fettle the Ar- 
fairs of Armenia, to fccure his Conquefts there, and 


confirm the Cities in their Obedience j tho’ his prm- 
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cipal Defign was, if poflible, to rc-unite Antioch to 
the Empire. How iriuch Divine Providence was of¬ 
fended at his Undertaking, appear’d from the great 
Lofs this Emperor fuftain’d Ihoitly after he had begun 
hisMarch. For his eldeft Son Alexius, whom he had 
before adorn’d with the Imperial Purple, dy’d by the 
ryay •, and Andronicvs , his fecond, had hardly per¬ 
form’d the laft Office to his deceas’d Brother before h* 
follow’d, to the exceeding great Regret of the Em¬ 
peror, who was ready to fink under the weight of fo 
unexpefted a Calamity. However, being in nothing 
Averted from his intended Defigns, he proceeded full 
mo 1 fauna , and from thence into Syria, having firffc 
acquainted the Inhabitants of Antioch of his Arrival. 

The Citizens immediately fent an Embafiy to con¬ 
gratulate his Prefence in thofe Parts, with which he 
feem’d highly delighted, and promis’d himfelf an a- 
grceable Succefs; but as he drew nearer he found he 
had great Reafon to diftruft the Integrity of the La¬ 
tins, who undemanding the Defign of his Expediti¬ 
on, refus’d to admit him into the City ’till he had 
tblcmnly fwornhe would attempt no Innovation, but 
quietly depart after a lhort Refidence among ’em. 

The Emperor having firft try’d the Temper of the 
Syrians and Cilicians , and found ’em by no means in¬ 
clinable to a Change, was forc’d to fubmit fo that 
after he had taken the Oath preferib’d, he and a few of 
his Followers were receiv’d into the City, but he was 
fo ill pleas’d with his Entertainment there, and the 
Obftinacy of the Inhabitants, who had extorted that 
Oath from him, that at his Departure he order’d his 
Soldiers to plunder the Suburbs, which he pretended 
was done through the want of Provifions in the Ar¬ 
my, though it was really contriv’d to revenge the 
Affront he thought they had put upon him. After 
this he directed his March towards the Confines of 
Crfici .?, where he feverely paid for the Outrages com¬ 
muted at Antioch. For as he was one Day hunting a 
wild Boar, having wounded him with his Spear, the 

enrag’d 
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upon the Weap 
theEmpe 


wurtall 


upon the Point of a poifon’d Arrow, which hungh 

TbtZmbtr 'ra Quiver at his Back, and gave him a flight Wound, 
'Jed 0 f which he fhortly afcer dy’d •, for whereas at firfi 
■ proper Remedies were not apply’d, the Strength of 
the Poifon prevail’d by degrees, and caus’d fuch a 
Swelling in his Hand and Arm, that at length the 
Phyficians declar’d there was no Remedy left but to 
cut off his Arm } this the Emperor peremptorily rc- 


A. D. 
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large an Empire. 
Wherefore fi 


both Hands to govern ft 


Manuel 


chief of the Nobility to be prefent, he recounted to 
’em the Condition he found the Empire in at his Fa¬ 
ther’s Death, and in what a flourilhing State he now 
h-: left it. He reprefented to ’em bis many Expeditions, his 


r*'9*e 

DfAttf. 


for a long time before , refleSled 


fuch 


Contempt. He told ’em he was now call'd to the Enjoy 

of an Heavenly Kingdom , and wifh'd 'em to confider 
Succcffor. He added, that he had two Sons living 


J 

Perfon he 


f it might be lawful ft 
we to fucceed him , he would 


fo much confidcr the Priority of 


rity of 


nor would he willingly leave the Empire 

of deferving. He obferv’d, 


that 


lure 


and Manuel, that this 

fitt 


ft Per fens , that the Dictates of Ns- 
■ of old JNomen , were often to be rt- 
ment and Conference. After that 
int the different Tempers of Jfaac 
was of a (edate mode ft Difpofition, 
f o liden to. and receive the vukol- 


fome Advice of his Friends j that on the contrary the other 
was f.ery and impatient - y and having appear'd incapable of 
n-rl-rn bn Obedience he judg'd him unworthy to Command > that Ma- 
—i.c ..or, n(Jc j f rom j )iS 2euth feem'd defign'd for the Roman Em- 

that fever a! notorious pi opbecics and Omens declaring 


fi! * 


the 
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ibt Divine Pleafure mark’d out his way to it, and there - 
y e that as Ifaac formerly conferr'd the Birth-Right on 
tk younger , fo he now thought it became him to call the 
younger to the Succefjion. 

Ifaac was by no means gracious to the People, and Manuel 
was moreover at this time abfent from the Army, f 0 CoMNE - 
that they all readily agreed to receive Manuel from N w s ’ 
the Hands of their dying Emperor, and was accord¬ 
ingly proclaim’d and acknowledg’d fuch at the 
Head of alfHthe Legions, the chief Officers of the 
Army obliging themfelves by moll folemn Oaths, 
never to obey any other. This was chiefly attribu¬ 
ted to the prudent Management of Axuchus , who 
thought by this means to put a flop to the Troubles 
that might otherwife hereafter arife from different 
Pretenders. 

The remaining part of the Emperor’s Time was 
fpent in his Exhortations to Manuel , and his private 
Devotions : He liv’d not long after, but dy’d on theW</<«s 
eighth of April, in the twenty fifth Year of his Reign, 
the fifth of Conrade the third Emperor of Germany , 
and feventh of our King Stephen , A. D. 1142. He was Hil 
aPrince equally to be admir’d for his private Deport- r4 ^ er * 
ment as a Man, and his publick Adminiftration as 
Emperor, belov’d by the People for his frequent Do¬ 
natives and magnificent Buildings. His Thirft after 
Glory was his molt prevailing Quality, defiring above 
all things to continue his Name down to Pofterity. 

He was an exadt Obferver of Forms in his Family and 
Habit, fuffering no wanton Difcourfes in Court, no 
gaudy Dreffes, nor riotous Banquets. As he was a 
tincere Lover of Virtue himfclf, fo he endeavour’d by 
his Example to encourage it in others. He was na¬ 
turally Courteous, and free of Accefs, indulging him- 
fclf in all forts of innocent Recreations and Enter¬ 
tainments when the Affairs of State would permit. 

It is obfervable of him, that he put none to Death, 
nor infh&ed a Corporal Punifhment on any one 
throughout his whole Reign, So that he was de- 

fervedly 
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fervedly belov’d after his Death, and efteem'd an 
Ornament to the Comnenian Family, equalling moft, 
and excelling not a few of his PredecefTors. 

Manuel s firft Care, after his Father’s Death, was 
to confirm himfelf in the Dignity to which he had 
been advanc’d. He was afraid left his Brother Ifaac , 
who was then at Confiantinople , fhould upon the firft 

notice of his Advancement declare againft him, to 

which he thought the Imperial Treafura and Orna* 
ments were no fmall Inducements. He drafrefore in*, 
mediately lent away Axuchus , who had Orders to fe- 
cure Ifiacy if poflibie, before he had time to attempt 
any Alterations •, in which that faithful Minifter fuc- 
ceeded fo effectually, that he fuddenly feiz’d on the 
unregarded Prince, and fhut him up into a Mona- 
iterv, where he in vain exclaim’d againft the Inju- 
ftice he had receiv’d, and declar’d his Right to the 
Empire ; whilft Axuchus was intent upon fettling the 
Affairs at Court, upon reconciling the Minds of the 
People to the new Emperor, and preparing for his 
publick Entry, which he made amidft the loud de¬ 
clamations of the Inhabitant?, who receiv’d him joy¬ 
fully, both for his Father’s fake, and the Reputation 
he had acquir’d for his own Valour, Prudence and 
Bravery. He had a lively Countenance, a manly 
Stature, and a Complexion rather fwarthy than fair, 
but what was very becoming and the Citizens at 
that time difcover’d feveral imaginary Graces in his 
Perfon, which had before pafs’d unobferv’d. Being 
crown’d by the Hands of the Patriarch, and recon¬ 
cil’d to his Brother Ifaac , who promis’d an implicit 
Obedience for the future, he turn’d his Eyes towards 
theEaft, where the Turks renew’d their Inroads, and 
Raimond, Prince of Antioch , encroach’d upon the 
Roman Territories in Cilicia. Andronicus and Prufiichus 
were ftnt to cbferve Raimond , and the Emperor 
march'd in Perfon againft the Infidels, from whom 
he recover'd luch Places as they had feiz’d in Phrygia, 
and other Part', and engaging with ’em at Pbiiomt- 
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r.0 he receiv’d a Wound in his Foot; notwithftand- 
ing which he continu’d the War, and fate down be¬ 
fore Iconium it felf, from whence however he was 
portly after forc’d to rife, and return in a diforderly 
manner home, where he began by fome unworthy 
Aftions, to render himfelf unacceptable to the Peo¬ 
ple. He had marry’d Gertrude^ Sifter-in-Law to Con- 7f,t G,cek 

riii the German Emperor, who was not fo careful^ 

by artificial tranfitory Beauties to adorn her Body, 

as by folid Virtues to enrich her Mind j which alie¬ 
nated the Affe&ions of the youthful Emperor from 
her, who continu’d to her her Guards, and the other 
nfual Enfigns of Empire, but abftain’d from her tionSfi-*' 


Bed, 


Empire, 

and wantonly convers’d with his own Niece gneablt to 
[htodora , to the great Scandal of his Dignity znd the Fe ¥ e - 

Profeflion. 

Knowing how much fuch an Aftion would raife 
the Indignation of his Subjc&s againft him, he en¬ 
deavour’d to foften ’em by his continu’d Application 
to the Affairs of State, by his Choice of fuch Mini¬ 
vers as he knew were acceptable to the People, and 
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which however in time degenerated 
fordid Parfimony and Aufterity. 


Magnificence 
into the moft 


Confl 


/.'e from the German Emperor, and fuch other Princes 
as had undertaken the Second Crufade to the Holy- 
Land. Their Bufinefs was to defire in their Mailers 
Name a free Paflage for their Troops through the 
Territories of the Empire, with a Supply of Forage 
and Provifion. The Emperor, tho’ he was infinitely 
pious, receiv’d the Ambaffadors tolerably well, ex- 
toli'd that generous and moft Chriflian Temper in 
their Malleis, and promis’d ’em a Sufficiency of all 
things they could defire, provided they intuited none 

Not with Handing this 

and in a fee 
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ft his Subje&s in their Paflage 
tiir Anfwer he tnufter’d all his Forces, 

Speech told his chief Officers bo'iv much reafon he bad 
ft dijlrujl the ff'cjlern CbriJfiansrjjbc he f.at 'cl i would appear 

Wylies 
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fVtlves in Sheeps C loathing. He reprefentcd to ’em tht 
Numbers and Inclinations of thefe Adventurers, that thej 
•were perfidious , cruel , and revengeful that they ufualtj 
made fV%r before they had declar'd it * and feem’d by his 
Speech, rather to animate the Minds of his Soldierj 
for an Engagement with their Enemies, than to pre¬ 
pare ’em for a friendly Reception of their Fellow- 
Chriftians, who had arm’d themfelves for no other 
purpofe, but to drive the implacable Infidels farther 
from their Doors. 

4 

niltreockt- When he had thus deliver’d himfelf to the Army, 
rousBebx- jj C difmifs’d part of it to meet the Emperor, notfo 

aluc h ouc °f Refpeft or Honour, as to obferve his 
frir.es. Motions, and the reft he retain’d for the Defence of 

the City, which he fecur’d with new Fortifications, 

and behav’d himfelf as one who expedited to be be- 
fieg’d by his Enemies, and not vifited by his Friends. 
Thofe he had lent out to attend the Emperor Con- 

rade , carry’d with them that Spirit he had inftill’d 
into ’em j for they omitted no Opportunity of in¬ 
commoding the Germans in their March, fo that fre¬ 
quent Differences arofe between ’em, which often 
ended in Blows, and Blood was drawn on both fides. 
The Emperor had commanded ’em to difpofe them¬ 
felves in Ambufcades on both fides of the Army in 
their March, and to kill, as they did without Mer¬ 
cy, fuch as ftraggled never fo little from the Body 
of the Army, which for that Reafon, not being able 
to march at any Compafs, luffer’d extreamly for 
want of Provifions - t and when the Greeks , by the 
Emperor’s Permifiion, fold any to the neceffitous 
Germans , they firft mingled Quick-lime among the 
Flower, which was to make Bread for the Soldiers, 
who being extream hungry had not time to difeover 
the cruel Cheat, by which means a ftrange Mortali¬ 
ty rag’d among ’em. Eut this was not all ; the 
Gates of all the Towns in their Paflage were by the 
Emperor’s Order fhut againft ’em, and when they 

■tyent to buy their Victuals from the Inhabitant? up on 

ih: 
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the Walls, they were firft oblig’d to fend their Mo¬ 
ney up in Baskets let down for that purpofe, which 
when the treacherous Villains had receiv’d, they re¬ 
turn’d only Dcrifion inftead of Commodities in Ex¬ 
change for their Silver. In a Word, there was no 
Villany omitted, which either the Emperor himfelf 
did not ad againft ’em, or committed to the Con- 
dud: of others} that thereby their Pofterity might 
forever hereafter be deterr’d from invading the Ter¬ 
ritories of the Empire. 

And that nothing might be wanting to compleat 
the Ruin of an Army, which otherwife might ea- 
fily have triumph’d over all the Eaft, Manuel, fo : 
foon as he underftood what Preparations were ma¬ 
king for this fecond Crufade, fecretly acquainted 
Mamut , the Nephew of Solyman , Sultan of Iconium , 
with it, and prefs’d him vigorously to take up Arms 

againft this Army of the Crufades which he was 

like to have upon his Hands} whereupon the Sul¬ 
tan immediately lent to all the Princes of his Nati¬ 
on to join in Defence of their common Intereft a- 
gainft the Chriftians, and before one could well 
think it poflible, had a molt formidable Army rais’d, 
and fcnc to his Afliftance. 

By thefe Artifices Manuel effeded the Ruin of 
an Army, which might otherwife have been in¬ 
vincible, whereby he has render’d his Name odi¬ 
ous to all Pofterity} and was in fome Meafure 
punifh’d by a War which about that time broke out 
between him and Roger , King of Sicily . That Prince,//*'; w»i 
prtferving the hereditary Averfion his Family hacfwM Ro- 
conceiv’d again ft that of Manuel , omitted no Op 
porcunities of annoying the Emperor. Wherefore' 
taking the Advantage of fome Difcontents among 
the Inhabitants of Corcyra , who thought thernifelves 
oppreG’d by too heavy Exadions, he iirft feiz’d on 
that, and then coafting along without Control, he 
took Corinth , Thebes , and mod of the principal 
Towns in Beeolia, which he plundei’d, and dividing- 

'* par? 
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part of the Spoil among his Soldiers, return’d laden 

home with the reft. 

Manuel was at once affli&ed and provok’d at thefe 
Proceeding?, and breathing nothing but Revenge, 
declar’d War againft the Sicilians. Accordingly he 
colie&ed all the Standing-Forces of the Empire 
into one Body, rais’d new Levies both of Horfe 
and Foot, mann’d out a formidable Fleet, invited 
the Venetians into his Affiftance, and declar’d Ste¬ 
phen and Axttchus Generals in chief againft R *. 
ger : Tho’ he follow’d fhortly after in Perfon, know¬ 
ing how much his Prefence would animate the Sol¬ 
diers, and began the War with the Siege of Conyra, 
or Corfu , the chief Town in the Ifland fo nam’d. 
Here obferving the ftrong Situation of the Place, 
that it was fecured with ftrong Walls, and thofe 
Walls defended with convenient Towers, he was 
enrag’d at the Treachery of his Men, who fuffer’d 
it to fall wirh £o much Eafe into the Hands of Ro¬ 
ger. At hrft he fummon’d the Garrifon to furrender, 
who anfwering him no otherwife than with Show¬ 
ers of Arrows from the Walls, he gave Orders for 
an Aflaulr, which was pufh’d on wirh great Brave¬ 
ry by th t Romans, ’till having loft great Numbers of 

their Men, and Stephen their General among th« 
reft, they were oblig’d to retire. Shortly after the 
Romans renew’d the Attack, in which the Empe¬ 
ror loft four hundred of the beft Men in his Army, 
which Calamity was fucceeded by another of a 
more fatal Conlcquence} for tho’ Manuel had from 
the Beginning taken all neccflary Precautions to 
prevent anv Mifunderftanding between the Romm 
and his Auxiliary Venetians, yet there arofe between 
’em an unhappy Quarrel, which beginning in fome 
trivial Difputcs, ended at length in Blood; for 
when Axuchus found the Venetians would not be 
brought ro Reafon by fair Means, he drew out the 
Roman Guards againft ’em, and drove ’em to their 

Ships j whither when they were forc'd, after much 

Slaugh- 
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Slaughter on both Sides, they renewed the Fight bf 
g C a, and having burnt feveral of the Emperor’s 
Ships, they feiz’d on the Admiral, onboard of-which 
they adorn’d a profligate Black with the Imperial 

Ornaments, and with a mock Solemnity faluted hitri 
Ejnperor in Derifion of Manuel * who, as we ob- 

ferv’d before, was of a fwarthy Complexion. X.h^ 
the Emperor was highly provok’d at this Indignity* 
yet dreading the Effects of a popular Commotion* 
and with a wonderful Djflimulation concealing his 
Refentments for the prefent, he fejit fome of jtheir 
Nation, who had the Honour to be employ’d near 
his own Perfon* with Offers of ar> Accommoda¬ 
tion, and Promifes of Forgivenefs for what was 
part, provided they would return to a Participa¬ 
tion of the War, and once more unite their Arms 
with his ngainll him he call’d their common E- 
nemy. By this prudent Condefcenfion a Pacificati-* 
on was eflfc&ed, the Siege renew’d, and the Towri 
faulted both by Sea and Land j ’till the Befieg’d* 
who had made a vigorous Defence fo long as they 
conceiv’d any Hopes of Relief, but defpairing now 
of Roger's Afliftance, furrender’d Upon honourable 
Conditions, and fome of ’em entring into' the Em¬ 
peror’s Pay, among Whom was iTheodorus Capelld- 
nus , who had been their Governor, the reft return’d 
into Sicily. 

The Emperor leaving a flrong Garrifon iri the 
Town, which he found now to be of fo confidc- 
rable a Confequence, prepar’d to carry the War 
into Sicily it felf, but was overtaken by a Stormy 
which difperft his Fleet, funk feveral of his Ships,* 
and fuffer’d himfelf and the Tranfports to’ efcaptf 
with great Difficulty to Aulov, from whence he 
march’d with fome of the choiccft Troops of hrs 
Army againft the Servians, who taking their Ad¬ 
vantage from the prefent Troubles,- had infefted 
the neighbouring Provinces of the Empire, and 

Committed the Profecution of the St.iUan War \o 

T 2. the 
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the Conduct of Michael Paheologus , who by the 
Emperor’s Order went to Ft’.nice, were he rais’d 

Recruits for his Army*, with which he march’d 

into Calabria , by the Adviee of Alexander , Roger's 
Kinfman, who having been difoblig’d by the King 
revolted to the Romans , and perfuaded ’em to tran- 
flate the War into his own Country, where he fre¬ 
quently defeated Roger's Forces, took feveral 

Towns, and fent great Numbers of Captives to the 
Emperor; who in the mean time prefling hard up¬ 
on the Servians , they fummon’d the Hungarians to 
their Afliftance, and for fome time made a tolera¬ 
ble ReGftance j but being at length overthrown, 
Manuel carrry’d the War into Hungary , where he raz’d 
feveral of their Cities, and return’d with a great 
Booty to Conftantinople : From whence he fhortly af¬ 
ter made another Expedition againft ’em, but upon 
Submiflion granted ’em a Peace; which however was 
of no long Continuance, for they were accus’d of 
favouring Andronicus Ccmncr.us's Dcfigns upon the Etm 
pire, whereupon the War commenc’d, and was ma¬ 
nag’d for a confiderable time with various Fortune 
on both fides. 


Ardror.i- 

CJs*5 at*:*: 

ttoui De- 

J'S™- 


Andronicus, of whom we fhall have Occafion to 
fay more hereafter, was CouGn-Gei man to the Em¬ 
peror, and being a Man of an haughty afpiring 
Temper, had for a long time privately affected the 
Empire; of which Manuel was fufficiently f.nfible, 
but having no plain Proofs againft him, he rather 
cho r i narrowly to obferve than openly to punifh him: 
But being now juftly provok’d at him for his Pra¬ 
ctices with the Hungarians and other States, and in- 


cer. 


Nice', he committed him to dole Cuftody; Imping 
by the Inconveniences of a fevere Reffraint to break 
hf intractable Mind, and teach him his Duty. Bar 
And) cr.icus' s Obftinacy was invincible; he was fo far 

from learning the Leflbn his Calamities ought to have 

r I'l-'f I 
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taught him, that his whole Thoughts were bent upon 
his Efcape, which would make him capable of de¬ 
claring himfelf more openly againft the Emperor: 

And tho’ he effe&ed it fhortly after, yet he was pre- 
fently taken again, and more feverely handled than 
before; ’till a forc’d Submiftion reconcil’d him for the 
prefent to the Emperor, tho’ in the Iflue he made it 
appear that he was of a Nature not to be oblig’d, as 
{hall be fhown in its proper Place. 

In the mean tim t Manuel having, by the Pope’s In- A. D. 
tervention, concluded a Peace with Roger , and in a n6z. 
great meafure check’d the unquiet Hungarians, took a Manuel at 
Progrefs into the Eaft; and marching through Arme- Antioch. 
nia arriv’d at Antioch , were the Inhabitants receiv’d 


him openly with much Refped, yet they beheld him 
with an unfriendly and jealous Eye. The Defign of 
this Expedition was rather to fhow himfelf to the 
Eaftern Provinces, than effect any thing material there j 
for having continu’d fome time at Antioch , where he 
was entertain’d with Shows and Feftivals, he return’d 
to Zonfantinople ; but was affaulted by the Turks'nshh 
Paflage, who kill’d feveral of his Men, and took part 
of his Equipage. 

Being arriv’d at Conjlantinople , and angry at the late His Beba- 
Behaviour of the 'Turks , he began to reflect on thc v ' 0!<r t0 ~ 
Pollute ot their Affairs in Afia minor , where they ft ill ^rkV * 
maintain’d their Dominion, tho’ not fo extenfive as it 
had been formerly: Fora War breaking out between 
Soljman's SuccelTor, and Mu fat , Sultan of Iconium , it 


lerv’d very much to the weakening of their Nation. 
This happen’d in the Reign of the late Emperor, who 
aflilfing the one againft the other, was in the end 

dcceiv d by both. But Mufat in time getting the 
whole Kingdom of the Turks into his Hands, at his 
Death divided it among his three Sons; t oClifafihlan 
his Eldelt he bequeath’d Iconium, the Metropolis, with 
ail its Dcpcndances; to Jagupa[an his Second, or ra¬ 
ther hij Son-in-Law, he gave Amafia , Ancyra , with 
t."C fruitful Country of Cappadocia , and the adjacent 

T * Ter- 
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Territories; but the rich Cities of Cafaria and Sebajk 
he allotted to Dadunes his youngeft. Thefe Brethren 
being thus in Pofleflion of their Father’s Kingdom 
formerly belonging to the Roman Empire, fell oiit 
quickly among themfelves; the Sultan of Iconian 
feeking the Dcftrudtion of Jagupafan , who wash 
fluenc’d by the fame Thoughts againfl him. The 
Emperor in the mean time late {fill as an idle Specta¬ 
tor, wifhing the Deftru&ion of both, and privately 
mcens’d the one againfl the other, tho’ at length he 
more openly favour’d Jagupafan , who by vertue of 

his Afiiitance overthrew his Brother, and obtain’d 
a memorable Victory over him* fo that the Sultan, 
grown weary of the Quarrel, not only courted the 
Emperor’s Favour by his Ambafladors, but went 
in Perfon to Constantinople , where he was honoura¬ 
bly receiv'd, and treated with all the Magnificence 

imaginable. 

Among other Entertainments contriv’d for the mu¬ 
tual Diverfion of the two Princes, a bufie Turk, under¬ 
took to fly the Space of a Furlong by vertue of artifi¬ 
cial Wings, and to take his Flight from the Top of 
the Tower which flood in the Hypcdrome. The whole 

W orld were furpriz’d and intent upon fo defperate an 
Undertaking, the Emperor himlclf difluading him 
from ir, and the Sultan doubtful of the Event. The 

Time appointed being come, the Undertaker appear’d 
on the Turret, having a large white Garment on, 
gather’d into many Foldings for the better Reception 

of the Wind; and having for fome time fufpended the 
Expectation of the Beholders, who derided him, and 
provok’d him at length to perform what he had fo 
unadvifedly promis’d, he hover’d a while with his 
Arms, as Birds do with their Wings, the betterto 
gather the Wind, and committed himfelf with his 


! ain Hopes to the Air; but inilead of mounting as 
e had promis’d, like Icarus of old, he rumbled head- 
ong down with fuch a Force that he broke his Neck, 
us Arms, and Legs, with almofl every Bone in his 

Bcdy, 
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Body, to the great Satisfa&ion of the Citizens, who 
with an inhofpitable Freedom jeer’d the Turks when 
ever they met ’em, for this extravagant Attempt of 
their Country-man; ’till the Emperor, who cbferv’d 
the Sultan to be inwardly difpleas’d at their Infolence, 
commanded a Stop to be put to it. 

After this, the Emperor, who was willing to make 

the Sultan Witnefs of his prodigious Wealth, fhow’d 
him his Treafury, and gratify’d him with fo many 
Royal Prefents, that the Turk pretended he knew not 
which to admire moft, the abundant Riches or mag¬ 
nificent Liberality of the Emperor. In Token of 
Thankfulnefs he embrac'd Manuel , call’d him Father, 
and promis’d at his Return to drive Dadunes out of 
Sebaflia , and reftore it to the Emperor. Part of this 
Promife he carefully obferv’d, for being return’d to 
Iconium he rais’d an Army with which he drove Da- 
dunes out of Sebajlia , and having feiz’d on the Domi¬ 
nions of Jagupafan , who dy’d at the Beginning of the 
War, and by that Means render’d himfclf Matter of 
all the Turks held in jlfia minor , he forgot all former 
Courtefies; and feeing himfelf at the Head of a power¬ 
ful Empire, he invaded Manuel's Territories, from 
whom he took Laodicea in Phrygia , with the adjacent 
Territories, plundering and dettroying all that lay 
before him, killing the moft refolute, and leadingthe 
reft into Captivity. 

Manuel , who thought at firft he had oblig’d a 
Friend, found now on the contrary that he had arm’d 
an Enemy againft him j wherefore to reprefs the 
Outrages of the perfidious Turks , he pafs’d with a 
powerful Army over into where finding the 

Barbarians rov’d up and down at their Pleafure, he 
thought fit to fortifie DoryLeum, the better to reftrain 
their Incurfionsj and that his Soldiers might with 
more Chearfulnefs undertake the Work, he carry’d 
the firft Basket of Stones himfclf, which ferv’d as an 
Example to the reft, fo that in a fhort time the City 
was defended with ftrong Walls and deep Ditches, 

T 4 maugre 





maugre a!! the Oppofition of the Turks , who conti- 
nualiy alarm’d the Ramans , and endeavour’d to drive 
’em ircm their Works. With the like Care and In- 


duitry he forrify'd Subicum , another drong Hold, and 
having left iufficient Garrifons in both, he return’d to 
Conftar.trr.spU. Thefe Garrifons very much gaul’dthe 
Turks, r.otvithHanding which they continu’d their 
Hcftilities and Incroachments upon the Borders. 
This oblig’d the Emperor to expoftulate with the 
Sultan, to remind him of the great Benefits he had 
receiv'd ft cm him, and to reprove him for his In¬ 
gratitude. T'refe Complaints of the Emperor were 
anlwer’d by Complaints as earned'y urg’d from the 
Sultan, who vehemently upbraided Manuel for his 
Ir.condancv, and Breach of Promife, but infilled 
cr. im thing lo much as his fortifying thole Places, 
contrarv, as he laid, to the League between ’em. 

Thi- Dii’pefiticn in the two Princes, and their mu¬ 
tual Rcmondranccs, were look’d upon as the Preludes 
of an enduing Warj for they were both Men of 
Relolu'ion, impatient of Injuiies, and revengeful. 
The Sultan was more cautious and circumlpt#, 
managing all by his Lieutenants > the Emperor more 
fierv. op:n, and adventurous, being the firft to 
-eftram • e Encroachments of his Neighbours, and 
fighti: g in Pcrlon at the Head of his Armies: And 
now iuuiirg the Sultan was not to be oblig’d by fair 
means, he la's’d l'uch an Army, confiding of Latins 
and $.:R:;ans as well as of his own Subjects, as if he 
rn.rt.nceJ no: only to revenge the Affronts he had 
receiv'd from the prefent Sultan, but to call him 
t ' an Account for all the Injuries his Prede- 
c>'' rs and the Reman Empire had fudain’d from 

:: e whole Naticn, which he picpar’d utterly to ex- 


+ • m ^ " v ^ 

With r]hefc Thought, and at the Head of his nu¬ 
merous Ferres, the angry Emperor pafs’d over into 

circling hi> Maichcs with much Care and 
Cucumlpecrion, for fear of any fudden Attempts 



f 
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from the Barbarians, and drawing a Trench where¬ 
ver he lodg’d his Array. The Turks in the mean 
time (howing themfelvcs in fmall Parties, and watch¬ 
ing their Advantages, infulted fometimes one part of 
the Army, and fometimes the other, deftroying the 
Forage, and infedting the Water, where-ever they 
knew the Emperor was to pafs \ which exceeding¬ 
ly incommoded the Romans , who dy’d daily of the 

Flux. 

In the mean time the Sultan, having receiv’d a 
powerful Afliftance from the Perfians^ thought fit, be¬ 
fore he had recourfe to the Extremities of War, to 
try the Emperor by his AmbafTadors, who demanded 
a Peace of him, and that upon fuch Terms as he 
himfclf fhould think fit to grant. This mad e Manuel 
tofummon a Council of War, in which they who 
were the moil experienc’d in the Wars advis’d that 
the Sultan’s Offers ought to be embraced, that an 
honourable Peace ought to be preferr’d to the Dan¬ 
gers and Uncertainties of War, as confifting more 
with the Emperor’s own Honour, and the Safety of 
theEmpire. In this they were with great Vehemence 
oppos’d by the young unskilful Courtiers, who ha¬ 
ving hardly ever heard the Sound of a Trumpet, but 
pufh’d on by a falfe ill-grounded Courage, declar’d 
aloud for the War •, to whom the unfortunate Em- MjnU{ h 
peror adher’d, and difmifs’d the Ambaffadors with ^} Hd 'h crelfKl - 
iiirly arrogant Aniwtr : And when the Sultan once 
more courted him to a Peace, he made no other Re¬ 
ply, but that he -Mould come and let him know his Plea- 
Jure at Iconium. 

The Sultan, perceiving the Emperor deaf to all Mo¬ 
tions of a Reconciliation, feiz’d on the Straits of Zi- 
hia i, through which th t Romans were to pafs in their 
Removal from Myrioccphalon , an old ruinous Caftle, 
and of a Name ominous to the Romans , as it appear’d 
afterwards by the Event. The Entrance into thefe 
Straits was by along Valley, flank’d on each Side by 
high Mountains and craggy Rocks, which at once 

afforded 
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afforded a painful and amazing Paffage to the Travel. 

ler. 

In an inaufpicious Hour the defperate Emperor 
enter’d this Valley, having neither provided for the 
clearing of the Pafiages, nor Safety of the Carriages, 
but marching as through a plain and open Country, 

tho’ he had been affur’d before that the Turks were 
ftrongly pofiefs’d both of the Straits and Mountains, 
in order to difpute his Paffage. So that the Romans 
were no fooner enter’d, but the Turks poured deadly 
Showers of Arrows upon ’em from the Mountains 
and broken Cliffs, which did the Execution they 

defired. However they of the Van-guard calling 
themfelves into the Form of a Wedge, and having 
join’d their Targets in the manner of a Pent-houlc 
clofe over their Heads, by degrees drove the Turks 
out of thofe Straits, and forc’d ’em farther up into 
the Mountains j and having recover’d the Top of a 
Hill they there encamp’d themfelves, waiting forth: 
reft to join ’em. 

In this manner the whole Army might probably 
have pafs'd, had they not been encumber’d by their 
Carriages, which lengthen’d their March, and gave 
the Turks time to fall like a Torrent upon ’em from 
the Mountains, which put ’em into thegreateftCon* 

fufion j for being continually prefs’d by the growing 
ttcAftr.s /^Multitudes of their Enemies, who had the Advan- 
L ' '■ -f tsge of the Ground again ft ’em, they were by de- 

grees hemm’d in on every fide, and had not Power 
left either to retreat or advance, but fell a Sacri¬ 
fice ro the Emperor’s Indifcretion, and the Fury of 
the Raibarians. The Slaughter was fo great, that 
the Tallies were in a manner cramm’d with dead 


Bodies, and the Rivers overflow’d with Blood. Men 

and Beads, Chriftians and Turks , the Valiant and 


the Coward, lay together in promifeuous Heaps; 
for during the Adtion a violent Wind rais’d the Sand 
of that delate Country as into a thick Darknefs, 1° 
that both Sides fought with an undillinguilhing Fury : 

killing 



Chap. IV. XGIX. Manuel Comnenus 


The E 

If) 


Friend and Foe in that he 
peror, whofe Courage waf 
feeing the Day irrecoverably 


loft, forc’d hit 


\Vay, with iuch as had the Boldneis to follow him, 
through the thickcft Ranks of his Enemies, and bore 
nff with him the vifible Marks of the Danger he 

he mov’d di- 


bad cfcaped. 


Being thus difengag’d, 
the Van-guard of his 


Army, 


rcftly towards 

jerv’d fometimes as he pafs’d along fome of his own 
Subjects and moft intimate Friends befet and over¬ 
power’d by the prevailing Turks, without being able 
to ftay and relieve ’em j at others he was forc’d to 
ride over the Bodies of his ncareft Relations, either 
dead or dying, who with a dumb Horror feverely 
reproach’d him for his fatal Indifcretion. However 
.. ~ * he efcap’d to the 

and 


weary, 

:d Water 


at length, with much Difficulty, 
advanc’d Legions •, where wounded, 

ready to faint for Thirft, he comman< 
be brought him from a neighbouring Stream, which 
when he had tailed, and perceiving it to be infe&ed, 
a deep Sigh he faid, How unfortunately have l 

to which a mutinous Sol- 


wit h 


This 


ts 


tufted of Chrift, 

dier, who overheard him, inftantly reply’d, 
net the fir ft Time, O Emperor , thou haft drunk the Blood 
ef Chriftians , hut didft even then drink it to an Intoxi - 

tation, when firjl by thy cruel Exactions thou didft opprefs 
tnd devour thy needy Subjects. Tho’ this reproachful 

imbitter’d the Senfe of his prefent Cala- 

how iuftlv he had deferv’d 


Speech 

miries, yet knowing 

it, he pafs’d it by in Silence, 
it. 


juftly 

as if he had not heard 


Shortly after this, Andronicus Contoftephanus , and 
fuch other Officers as had commanded in the Rear, 
and efcap’d the Fury of the Turks, came up to the 
Emperor > and he had now time to reflect on the 

many brave Men be had loft, and the Danger he 
was in. Among the Slain were reckon’d Baldwin, the 
Emperor’s fecond Wife Matilda's, Brother, and Ma- 
nueh own Nephew Andronicus Bataza who march¬ 
ing 




The Roman Hiflory. 


Vol. V, 


ing with an Army out of Paphlagonia and Heracfo 
Pontica againft the Turks in Amafua, was intercepted 
by the way, and (lain. The Miferies of the Day 
•were more than equal’d by the Horrors of theen* 
fuing Night : The Chriftians were in a foreign ho* 
ftilc Country, encompafs’d by their Enemies on all 
Sides, who alarm’d every Quarter of their Camp, 
threatning, with an infolent Barbarity, to deftroy 
’em all at the Return of Day j whereupon they be* 

whilft ' 


living, 


to number themfeives among 
ns. No one drew 


deeper 


g ai b 

their Hen 

* 

Draug* - - r ■ .rrovvful Cup than the Emperor, 

who bea.g hicnfelf the Occafion of all thefe Cala¬ 
mities hid a double Portion : Having called the 
chief Officers together, after fome Deliberation he 
told ’em, be v; 


.r. 


olv'd to fly , and fecure himfelf, , and 
advis'd 'em to fit ft for tbcmfelves in the befl manner tbtj 
could. Which infamous Refolution being by chance 
overheard by the Soldier before-mention’d, who 
itood then at the Tent Door, he ask’d him in a 
reproachful manner, If it was not he who had led 'em 
into thole Dangers , and to fuch invincible Necefftm ? 
Had they more reafon to complain of the Barbarians , or 
him , who had brought 'em into that Hale of Miferies and 
Mouth of Hell ■, and would he now betray 'em by a Jhamt • 
ft! Flight , and leave 'em as Sheep defign'd for tbt 
Slaughter ? The Emperor was touch’d to the Quick 
with this fevere Reprehenfi <n, and therefore lay¬ 
ing afide all Thoughts but of Fighting, he refolv’d 
to expeck the worft ; tho’ his Enemies on every 

fide were ready to devour him j Help he faw none 

at hand, and nothing remain’d but Death and t)e- 

ipair. 

Whilft Manuel labour’d under thefe xAgonies, Di¬ 
vine Providence touch’d the Sultan’s Heart with an 
unwonted Tendernefs and Pity to diftrefs’d Majerty. 
He, having recall’d the Turks, who by break of Day 

an to a fault the Camp 


b°g 


p, prefented the Emperor, 


bv the Hands of Gas: a:, a Man of greateft Autho 

rity 
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riry next himfelf, with a Horfe riehly xaparifon’d, 
a Sword of an ineftimable Value. Thefe Prc- 
fents were attended with Propoials for a Peace upon 
fuch Terms as the Emperor, in that Exigency of 
bis Affairs, could not reje£t. Whilft Gabras was, 
in an eloquent Speech, at once comforting the Em¬ 
peror for his prefent Misfortunes, and recommend¬ 
ing to him the Study of Peace, he obferv’d a rich 
yellow Robe which the Emperor wore over his 
Armor, and concluded with telling him that Colour 
was not proper for a Soldier, but was ominous and 
portended ill Luck j at which the Emperor with a 
Smile gave it him, and receiving the Prcfents lent 
him from the Sultan, fign’d the Peace: Which being 
thus concluded beyond all Mens Expe&ations, Ma¬ 
nuel prepar’d to march home, defiring to return ano¬ 
ther Way than that by which he came, on purpofe 
to avoid offending his Eyes with the Sight of thofe 
he had loft in the Straits j but his Guides, either 
through Defign or Neceflity, condu&ed him back 
the fame Way, where he could not but behold the 
lamentable Effe&s of his late Overthrow: The Straits 
were fill'd up, the Vallies rais’d into Hills, and the 
Forefts lay cover’d with the Carcaffes of the Slain : 
Every Man, as he paft by, call’d with a doleful Voice 
upon his Friends and Acquaintance, whom he had 
loll j and they were all fo touch’d with that incx- 
preflible Scene of Woe, that they once more feem’d 
to be furrounded by the mercilefs Turks , and again to 

repeat thofe Dangers they had lately with fo much 

Difficulty efcap’d. 

Having at length pafs’d thofe doleful Straits, the 
Turks appear’d again in their Rear j for the Sultan, 
repenting that he had fuffer’d the Prey to efcape 
out of his Hands, gave leave to fuch as would to 
purine ’em, who flew many of ’em, efpeciaily of 
the Sick and Wounded, who could not keep up with 
the reft. After many Inconveniencies, the Emperor 

re-condu£led the Army to Chenas t where he diftri- 

bured 
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bated Money among thofe that were wounded, and I 
having dtfcharg’d ’em proceeded forward to Pbiladtb I 
pbia t where be ftaid fome time to refrefo himfelf, and I 
attend the Cure of his Wounds. 1 

Among other Condition* of the Peace, which the I 
Emperor bad oblig’d himfelf to obferve, one waj, I 
That the Fortifications of DorjUum and Subltun 
ihould be raz’d : This the Emperor, being now out 
of Danger, and confidering the great Importance I 

of thofe two Places, was very unwilling to per¬ 
form $ however he did it by halves, difmantling Sub- 
leum , but continuing Doryleum in the fame Condi- 
tion it was in before the Wars* and when the Sultan 
exhorted him by his Ambafladors to a better Obfcr- 
vance of the Treaty, he anfwer’d, That what had him 

ext trted from him during his Neceffities could be of nt 
Force , and therefore refus’d a Compliance: At which 
the Sultan was fo enrag’d, that he fent Atapacus , at 
the Head of twenty four thoufand of his beft Sol¬ 
diers, to wafte and deftroy all the Provinces and 
Cities without Diftin< 3 ion down to the Sea-fide, 
llri&ly commanding him, as a Proof of his Obedi¬ 
ence, to bring him fome of the Sea Water, an Oar, 
and fome of the Sand. Thefe Orders were executed 
with fo much Refolution, that Atapacus immedi¬ 
ately laid all Phrygia wafte, fparing neither Man, 
W oman, nor Child ; but as he was returning with 
a prodigious Booty, he was met in his Paflage over 
the River Meander by fome of the Emperor’s For¬ 
ces, who had been pofted there for that purpole, 
and who cut him off together with his whole Arniv, 
and recover’d the Prey. The Turks were fo difpi- 
ritedby this Overthrow, that they grew lefs arrogant 
for the future, tho’ they never obferv’d any Peace, 
but watch’d all Opportunities for enlarging their Do¬ 
minions. 

Manuel having thus in fome meafure fecur’d bimfeif 
and the Empire from the Turks , was too jealous ard 
active to enjoy long the Tranquility his late Dargcr> 

had 
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ity 


had purchas’d. Frederick the Firft, fimam’d Barta- 
was at that time Emperor of Germany , who ha¬ 
ring pacify’d the Affairs of that Country, and made 
the States of Italy fubmit to his Pleafure, appear’d as 
»dangerous Rival to the diftruftful Manuel \ who was 
fcnfible that if any one Prince fhould become abfolute 

(nthe Weft, he might eafily infult the Eaftern Em¬ 
pire, which had been fo confiderably weaken’d by the 
revailing Power of the Barbarians. Of this he had 
en aware long before, and therefore maintain’d, at 
vaft Expence, his Penfioners in moft of the Italian 
urts, by which means there was fcarce any thing 
:ranfa&ed even in the Conclave of which he had not 
inAccount. By his Munificence he had brought over 
htVenetians) Genoefe , the Pifans t and the Inhabitants 
f Ancona to his Intereft ; and of thofe he made fre¬ 


quent 


ufe to embarrafs Frederick's Affairs. Frederick , 


jwho was fenfible of this Proceeding, knew not how 
to declare himfelf openly againft Manuel ', but fate 
down before Ancona , of which he pretended to be the 
Lord in chief, and which he knew was particularly 
inclin’d to the Eaftern Emperor. The Siege lafted 
longer than was at firft expe&ed, and the Germans 
[were at length forc’d to quit it, the Inhabitants un¬ 
dergoing with great Chearfulnefs all the Difficulties 
attending a Siege, to which they were encourag’d 
Manuel's Ambafladors, who continu’d all the while 
within the Town. 

We have nothing elfe confiderable of this Emperor 
’till his Death, except that, of an ill I^mperor, he, 
in the latter end of his Reign, fet up for a worfe Manuel m 
Divine 5 proceeding, fo far in the Heat of his Dif - ,lt DnKt - 
putes, as to defend even fome of Mahomet's Abfur- 
dities. This created great Divifions in the Church, 
whilft fome adher’d to the Truth out of Confcience 
fake, and others, blinded by their Intereft, implicitly 
follow’d the Emperor : But Death lhortly afeer put 
mend to thefe Difputes, which he manag’d with fo 


uch Application. 


He 
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A. D. He was taken ill in March , and tho’ he dy’d not ’till 

1180. the Month of September following, yet he could not 

be prevail’d upon all that while to fettle the Af¬ 
fairs of State, and appoint a Guardian to his Son, 
who being young was uncapable of governing hitn- 
felf. The Reafon of this was, that confiding in ju. 
dicial Adrology, he affirm’d he had fourteen Years 
of Life dill remaining, during which he was to have 
the Pleafure of obtaining new Midreffes, and reco¬ 
vering feveral Towns from th t Barbarians. But find¬ 
ing at length the approach of Death, and that it was 
irrefiftible, he renounc’d his former Vanities, and 
* took the Habit of a Monk, the Sight of which drew 
Tears from his Affidants, in Confideration of the 
Vis DM.'&.lmbecility of Human Affairs. He did not long fur- 

vivethis Change, but dy’d in the thirty fixth Year of 
his Reign, the twenty ninth of Frederick Barbarofa 
the twenty fixth of Henry the Second, King of 
land, A.D. 1180. 

m-j ck*. He was a Prince whofe good and bad Qualities 
rafter. were fo intermixt, that it was no eafie thing to deter¬ 
mine which had the Predominance. The Beginning 
of his Reign was fo propitious, that he feem’d defer- 
vedly to enjoy that Dignity,which had been conferr’d 

on him in Prejudice to the Right of his Elder Bro¬ 
ther. He was naturally brave, fearlefs, hardy, daring, 
and ready in the Execution of what he had underta¬ 
ken. He delighted very much in War, and yertook 
little Care to encourage and reward Military Men, 
efpecially towards the latter End of his Reign, when 

he had the greateft need of’em : And indeed he Item’d 

properly defign’d for War, for in rimes of Peace no 
Prince was ever more difiblute in all manner of De¬ 
bauches, which threw him upon Extravagances, tlial 
oblig’d him to opprefs his Subjects with illegal Taxer 
and molt fcandalous Impofitions. He was remarkabli 
for his Cruelty, which proceeded from his great Jea- 
loufie and Supcrftition. The mod execrable of all nil 

which made hia 

eommi 


utilities was his Perfidioufntfs, 



Chap- IV. C. Alexius II.’ 

commit the blacked and moft horrid Crimes upon oc- 
cafion of the fecond Crufade, and thereby render’d 
his Name eternally infamous to the whole Earth. 

Manuel being dead, he was fucceeded by his Son ^-Alexius 

Itxius Cormenus , a Child of about twelve Years of Age, IL 

who had the Name of Emperor, but the Authority 
reded in his Mother, and fuch of his Father’s Relati¬ 
ons as flic thought fit to truft; who govern’d the Em- 11,1 i!l 
pire no better than Phaeton is faid to have guided the 
Chariot of the Sun; the young Prince in the mean proves the 
time being differ'd to indulge himfelf in his Pleafures, of th» 
unable to difcern what would contribute mod to x.hc roung Em 
Honourand Reputation of the Empire,or what would * eror ' 
prove moft prejudicial to it: Whilft they, who ma¬ 
nag’d the Affairs, ftudy’d nothing lefs than the Care 
of his Education, and follow’d every one his private 
Intereft and particular Inclinations. Some, who were 
taken with the Beauty of the young Emprefs, for 
which fhe was worthily celebrated, made their Court- 

fhip to her, and fpent their Time in Gallantries, and 

amorous Amufements; others enrich’d themfelves out 

of the publick Treafury; and a third fort, who were 
the mod dangerous, had greater Things in View, aim¬ 
ing at nothing lefs than the Empire it felf. 

Whild the Court was thus taken up, and no Re¬ 
gard was had to the publick Affairs, the ‘Turks with¬ 
out anv Refidance invaded the Frontiers and took 
Sozopolis, with feveral other Towns in Phrygia, and 

daily encroach’d upon the Provinces of the Em¬ 
pire; this rais’d in the People a general Didike to 
the prefent Government, and prepar’d ’em for any 

Innovation. 

Among thofewho endeavoui’d to gain the Affecti¬ 
ons of the Emprefs, no one fucceeded fo well as A 
kxius, at that time Prefidentof the Council, and near¬ 
ly related to the Emperor, with whom he was thought 
to be more familiar than confided with her Honour, 

J nd that by her Adidance he hop’d to be advanc’d to 
the Imperial Dignity, which was adjudg’d no difficult 

U matter 
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matter to be effe&ed in that Conjuncture. At 
this the other Grandees of the Court were alarm’d, 
and highly refented the great Authority of Alexius, 
not out of any tender regard to the young Emperor, 
but a jealous Concern for their own Safety. 

Andronkus, of whom mention has been made al¬ 
ready, was quickly inform’d of thefe different Fa¬ 
ctions, and divided Interefts at Court; having a long 
time affeded the Purple, he was too fagacious not to 
think this the fitteft Time to attempt the obtaining 
it. He was a Man of a haughty turbulent Spirit, 
and for that reafon had liv’d either as a Prifoner or 
an Exile, during the greateftPart of the late Reign; 
refiding at prefent at Oeneeum , whither he had been 
confin’d for fome new Attempts, by the late Em¬ 
peror. He was a Man of great Addrefs, and had 
highly recommended himfelf to the Commonalty, 
and fome alfo among the Nobility,by his infinuating 
popular Behaviour. That which Manuel had de- 
fign’d to curb and rcflrain him, he now made ufc 
of as a Step to alcend the Imperial Throne; there 
was one Claufe, among many other Things in the 
Oath of Obedience, which the late Emperor had 
forc’d him to take to himfelf and his Son Alexius, 


■whereby he was oblig’d to difeover whatever he 
knew at any time contriv’d or attempted that was pre¬ 
judicial to the Honour and Safety of their Perfons, 
"and with the utmoft of his Power to oppofe it. In 
Obedience to this Oath, as was pretended, he writ 
Letters full of RefpeCt to the young Emperor, and 
!Tkeodojlus the Patriarch, in which having profefs’da 
profound Veneration for the Memory of the late Em¬ 
peror, and implicit Love and Obedience to the Per- 
fon and Authority of the young Prince, he complain’d 
in high Terms of the unbounded, Authority of the Prefi- 
cent, and his fcandalous Familiarity with the Emprefs , 
fo -notorious, as he faid, to the whole TVorld. That this 
could not be fuffer'd without a Violation of the Imperial 

L'i^niiy, which be was bound !y Oath to affert to the ut- 

mojtt 
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ji noft, and to die rather than fee the young Emperor in fo 
notorious a manner infulted . Thefe Letters had their 
defired Effedb: Andronicus was confider’d as a Man of 
great Experience, and the only Perfon fit to reform 
the Abufes of State. Being inform’d by his Emifia- 
ries at Court of the Peoples Difpofition towards him, 
he left Oenceum , and mov’d towards Conjiantinople de- Androni- 

claring, where-ever he came, That he was marching cus march 

in Obedience to the Oath made to the late Emperor, £ 0 ' n °(hn^ 
and to redeem Alexius out of the Hands of his Ene- tinople. 
mies, who like fenfual Brutes fed upon the Fat of the 
Land. In this manner he came as far as Paphlagonia , 
being receiv’d by the People as their Deliverer and 
Defender j for he had a Tongue fo fluent, that he was 
able to convince the moll obftinate, and foften the 
Barbarian: His Words were attended with Tears, 
which flow’d as it were from two Fountains, and com- 
miferated the deplorable Condition of his Coun¬ 
try,that call’d aloud for his Afiiftance. The Numbers 
of thofe Country People, that were by rhefe Artifi¬ 
ces drawn over to him in his March, were incredible, 
fo that no one dared to oppofe him’till he came into 
Bitbynia , where John Ducas , Governor of Nice, fhuc 
the Gates againft him, as an Enemy of the State: 

The fame Treatment he met with at Nicomedia~, 
notwithftanding which he continu’d his March, and 
having, near a Caflle call’d Charace , defeated Andro- 
nktts Angelas , whom the Prefident had fent out a- 
gainft him, he proceeded forward, encamp’d a little 
abo \'c Chalccdon, almoft oppofite, and in fight of Con - 
ftanti/iople. 

The Citizens were by this generally prepar’d for his 
Reception, courting him by Letters, and urging him 
to be fpeedy in the Execution of hisjult and honoura¬ 
ble Defigns; for the Prefident had fo provok’d ’em by 
his Tyrannical Proceedings, his Arbitrary Exactions, 
and Cruel Oppreflions, that he was univerfally deteft- 
ed by them; particularly Mary, the young Emperor’s 
Siller by the Mother’s fide, who was highly offended 

U z to 
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to fee the vaft Treafure, which her Royal Progeni¬ 
tors had been fo long hoarding up, and the Empire it 
felf become a Prey to the Ambition of one Man, and 
the Luft of a Woman, to whom {he had always ex* 
prefs’d an irreconcileable Averfion, ftirr’d up thePeo* 
siMin pie againft ’em, and rais’d a Sedition, which occafi- 
tbe at }. on *j t j ie fpiui n g 0 f muc h Blood, and was with great 

Difficulty appeas’d. The Prefident perceiving how 
unable he was to contend with Andronicus by Land, 
had in the mean time mann’d out the Imperial Fleet, 
which was committed to the Conduft of Contoftepht- 
mis , who claim’d : it as his Right, and was order’d to 
prevent Andronicus his PafTage over the Bofphorus-, but 
he, watching his Opportunity, revolted with the 
whole Fleet, which, being thegreateft Stroke, deter¬ 
min’d the Fortune of the War, and fecur’d to Androni¬ 
cus all his Pretences. For now Alexius had no longer 
any Authority in the City, where the Citizens revil’d 
him to his Face, and with repeated Acclamations de¬ 
clar’d for Andronicus , the Guardian of the young Em¬ 
peror, and Genius of the State. In the mean time 
John and Manuel , Andronicus his two Sons, whom the 
Prefident had thrown into Prifon, were fet at Liber¬ 
ty, and the Prefident himfelf, with thofc of his Fa¬ 
shion, were clapp’d under a flrong Guard ’till the Ar¬ 
rival of Andronicus , who was impatiently expe&ed. 
Alexius himfelf, who but lately was attended by thou- 
fands, whom he could command with a Nod, and 
who was Emperor in every thing but the Name, was 
in a few Days after feared on a feurvy Jade, and 
with a Rag plac’d on the Top of a Reed in manner 
of an Enfign, carry"d before him, attended with the 
Scoffs and Execrations of the People, conducted to 

the Sea-fide, and there thrown into a little Boat, 
which tranfported him to Andronicus, who having in- 
fulred him himfelf, and expos’d him to the fevere 
Reprehenfions of the Nobility about him, Shortly af¬ 
ter order’d his Eyes tofbe pluck’d out. 


By 
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By this time all things having been manag’d and Androni- 
fettled in the City, according to the Pleafure of An - 0 ?™ 1 * 1 
dmicus , he pafs’d over, and was conduced into the*”* ltJ ' 
City, attended with the Shouts and Acclamations of 
the People. The Emperor lay at that time with his 
Mother at a Royal Seat in the Country, which was 
done by Andronicus his Appointment, who, oux of a 

pretended Refpeft to his Prince, went to wait on him 
firft before he would be receiv’d into the City. Be¬ 
ing come into his Prefence he fell on the Ground, 
kifs’d his Feet, and wafh’d ’em with his Tears, which 
he had ready at Command, as he had feveral Texts 
of Scripture, which he *roperly apply’d to the pre- 
fent purpofe. He falutea the Emprefs with a Cold- 
nefs that fufHciently exprefs’d the Averfion he had 

to her. 

Having (laid fome Days with the Emperor, he 
then march’d into the Imperial City, where, among 
other things, he went with a pretended Devotion to 
vifit the late Emperor Manuel's Grave, where he wept 
bitterly, roaring, as it were, with excefs of Grief, 
to the great Admiration of thofe Spe&ators who 
were not acquainted with his grdat Talent of Difli- 
mulation, and who therefore imputed it to the great 
hove he had for him, who had been his cruel Per- 
fecutor. When one of his Relations would have 


pull’d him from the Tomb, telling him he had in¬ 
dulg’d his Sorrows enough, he refus’d to be remov’d, 
urging that he had fomething in fecret to fay to 
the Dead. And accordingly, with his Hands lifted 
up, and his Eyes fix’d fait on the Tomb in the Po- 
fture of a Suppliant, he mov’d his Lips, and faid 
fomething fecretly, the Purport of which no Man 
can tell. Some faid it was a Charm or Incantation, 


others, who were better acquainted with Androni- 
cu made a Speech for him, which they knew was 
more agreeable to his Temper, and which they com¬ 
priz’d in Words like thefe. I have thee now faftj Klcet - P 
rr, mojl cruel Perfecutor , by whom I have been fo often ‘. 6 6 V , p ^' 
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driven to the laft Exremit.y , an Outcafl , Wanderer 

upon the Face of the Ear.th. But now art thou confin'd to 
the Limits of this narrow Ti rrnb , and, lock'd fa ft in the 
Arms of Death, ft) alt anje no more ’till the laft fatal 
Frump awake thee. Know thou that I will fever ely a. 
venge my felf upon thy Family, and, like a Lion pojfefs'i 
cf his Prey, will fatiate my felf with Blood, when once l 
have mafter'd this Imperial City. 

Having receiv’d the Submiflion of the Citizens, and 
been acknowledg’d Protector of the Empire during 
the Minority of the young Alexius, he apply’d him- 
felf to the Management of the State, and recall’d to 
the Memory of that unhappy People the Days of 
old, and the Profcriptions of Marius , Sylla, and the 
reft, who, having trampled over the Liberties of 
their Country, dy’d their Swords in the Blood of 
their Fellow-Citizens. Many were murder’d, others 
depriv’d of Sight, and great Multitudes thrown in¬ 
to Prifon without any Caufe aftign’d, but the Will 
of the Tyrant, which proceeded either from fome 
old Grudge, or for that they were of the Nobility, 

ar.J wiih’d well to Alexius. His Ears were open to 
all Accusations, fo that if any Man had conceiv’d a 
Prejudice to his Neighbour, his ready way to be re¬ 
veng'd was to accufe him of fome pretended Crime 
to Andrcnicus. in this Confufion the Father fpar’d 
noc the Son, nor the Son the Father; the Brother 

labour’d for the Brother’s Deftruction, and it often 
happen’d that the Accufer and Accultd ihar’d in the 
common Fate. 

The firlt who ta.fted of his Cruelty was Mary,-t\\z 
Daughter of the late Emperor, who tho’ {he had ap¬ 
pear’d the moft zealous to promote the Revolution, 
\et was ihe poilon’d by the Tyrant’s Means, and her 
Husband is laid ro have tafted of the fame Cup, and 
to have dy’d fhortly after. The very Favours and 
Commendations of this Tyrant were fatal j for thofe 
whom he pretended moft to efteem to Dav, were lure 
to bleed to Morrow, fo that they appear’d no other 
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tbanVittims deck’d out for the Altar j as if Death it 
felf had not been fufficient unlefs it was aggravated 
by thefe Circumftances. As yet the Emprefs was 
fuffer’d to be near her Son, but when the Tyrant 
had polluted the Streets of Conftantinopk with his Mur¬ 
ders and Maflacres, then he began to refle£fc how 
much (he had oppos’d his Defigns during the late 
Reign > and tho’ there was no reafon to think {he 
would ever be capable of hurting him in this, yet he 
refolv’d to deftroy her. Accordingly he exclaim’d 
publickly againft her, call’d her Traitrefs, and a de¬ 
clar’d Enemy to the Emperorand the State, threaten¬ 
ing once more to depart if fhe were not remov’d from 
her Son’s Prefence. 

Tho’ he would have done any thing fooner than 
that, yet the unthinking Multitude, who were ftill 
mif-led by a wonderful Opinion of him, flock’d in 
great Numbers to the Patriarch’s Houfe, and threa¬ 
ten’d to Mutiny if Andronicus was not oblig’d in that 
Point. Whereupon a Council was fummon’d, con¬ 
fiding of fuch as, for the mod part, were too com- 
plaifant to oppofe the Tyrant’s Pleafure. In this 
Council fhe was charg’d of Treafon, as that fhe by 
Letters fhould invite Bela, King of Hungary , her 
Brother-in-Law, to invade the Empire. And that 
the Council might know before-hand what they 
were to do, Leo Monafteriotes, Demetrius, Lor nidus, and 
ConflantinusPetrenus ,who among others were fummon’d 
to affilt in it, werefeiz’dby Order of Andronicus, and 
hardly efcap’d the Fury of the Mob, for defiring to 
know Whether that Council was call'd by the Emperor's 
C onfent and Approbation? The unhappy Emprefs w? 
adjudg’d guilty of the Matters alledg’d againft h * 1 » 
and fhe, who not long before was one of the gre ce ^ 
Princes of the Eaft, and receiv’d a double Obr ,er, cc 
from her Subjects,on account of her irrefiftib^ Charms 
and Imperial Power, was now reduc’d r> the utmoft 
Mifery and Defpair, deferted by hr Friends, and 
fcorn’d even of her Keepers. In tfis Condition fbe 
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lay not long, for Andronicus , to compleat his Villany, 
commanded her fhortly after to be ftrangled, and 
committed the Execution of it to Pterigionites the 
Eunuch, who was already flain’d with the Blood of 
Mary , and her Husband Manuel \ Andronicus his own 
Son, and Georgius Augufius , having firft refus’d foun¬ 
grateful an Office. 

All this while the Tyrant exprefs’d the tendered 
Love to the young Emperor, whom he took care to 
have folemnly crown’d by the Patriarch, he affifting 
in Perfon with Tears in his Eyes, the WitnelTes of his 
inward Joy, as he would have it thought, upon that 
Occafionj which made thofe that oblerv’d him, and 
were not yet acquainted with his bloody Hypocrifie, 
to think the young Prince exceeding happy info faith¬ 
ful and loyal a Protc&or and Counlellor: But having 
by this time got both the Emperor and Empire in 
his Power, and remov’d all thoie whom he judg’d a- 

verfe to his Defigns, he began more openly to declare 
himfelf. In a Council confiding chiefly of his own 
Favourites, he enlarged upon the prefent Dangers of 
the Empire, threaten’d at once with inteftine Divifions 
and foreign Invasions, and requir’d their fpeedy Ad¬ 
vice in fo great an Exigency > they watching their 

Cue, affirm d the Empire would be irrecoverably loft 
unlefs he was aflbeiated to dlcxius^ and by his great 
W i ft iom and Experience divert the Storm, or teach 
the State to weather it> after which with one Voice 
they cry'd cut, Long Hie Alexius and Andronicus, 
- Roman Emperors! Which Acclamation was taken by 
others employ’d for that Purpofe, and in a Moment 


communicated through the whole City. The young 
7mperor himfelf feem’d outwardly glad of fo wor* 
th * a Companion, and congratulated him for his Ad- 
varr e rnent} whilfb the crafty Tyrant afft&ed an 
Averse to w hat had fo long coveted, and uo- 
wil’ing.7 nffier’d ’em to place him in the Imperial 
Sear, and ato rn him with the Purple and being, 
as :: was cuftoiiary, at his Coronation to partake at 

the 
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the Bleffed Sacrament, having receiv’d the Bread, and 
taken the Blefled Cup in his Hand, with a Counte¬ 
nance devoutly fram’d, and his Eyes caft up to Hea- 


Fello'wjbip of 


Myfteries, 


fur no other End ', but to ajjifl Alexius, his Coufin] in 
the Government , and fupport his Authority. A dreadful 
Imprecation and proper Introdu&ion to what follow’d 
foon after for after he had fpent a few Days in his 
feign’d Devotions, in the midlt of which he fecretly 
refolv’d upon the Death of Alexius , he fummon’d his 
Council, who had done fo many great things for him 
already, wherein the Inconveniency of many Gover¬ 
nors was difeourfed of at large, and how much a fin- 
gle Dominion was confiftent with the Safety of the 
State, and that the Age of an old Eagje was more 
valuable than the Youth of a Lark. After which 
feafonable Preparation, they decreed that Alexius 
fhould be dethron’d j and as if that was not fufficient, 
he was fhortly after condemn’d to die j which abo¬ 
minable Sentence was accordingly executed by Ste- 
fbmis Hagiochriflophorites, and fome others, who en - who dots th* 
tring the unhappy Prince’s Chamber by Night, with-^ w h 
out any Regard had to his Dignity, or Compjffion 
tor his Youth and Innocency, cruelly firangled him 
with a Bow-ftring j and Andronicus coming in fhortly 
after, fpurn’d the dead Body with his Foot, branding 
the Memory of his Father with Perjury, and of his 
Mother with Whoredom. 

This was the unfortunate End of the young Empe¬ 
ror Alexius , who had not liv’d full fifteen Years/nor 
reign’d three, before he was cropt, like a Flower in 
the Bloom, by the execrable Hands of Treafon and 
Parricide. And now Andronicus being Emperor with¬ 
out a Rival, as he poflefs’d his Predeccfibr’s Dignity, 
fo was he refolv’d to enjoy his intended Bride > for 
tho’ he was no lefs than threefcore and ten Years of 
A g e , yet he thought himfelf a fit Match for Ann , 
the French King’s Daughter, whom he marry’d, tho’ 

Ihe 
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flic was no more than eleven Years old, and had be. I 
fore been betroth’d to Alexius. I 

Finding the People reproach’d him for the Breach! 
of his Oath made to Manuel and Alexius, he by much| 
Dexterity perfuaded the Bifhops to releafeand abfolveI 
him from it. For which prefumptuous AbfolutionJ 
thofe very Bifhops, who had thereby exceeded their I 
Commiffion, were fhortly after punifh’d by Andronicus I 
himfelf, who contemn’d ’em as Men forgetful of their I 
Duties and Calling. 

A.D. Afcer this he apply’d himfelf without Intermiflion 
1184. to the Eftablifhment of his Power, fparing neither 
AmJr ^ on: ‘ Age, Sex, or Condition, where he conceiv’d he had 
^ reafon to apprehend any Danger j fo that every Day 
1 'jr.pr:-, was diftinguifh’d by the Execution of fome brave 
hu inM Man or other, and Murders were grown fo common, 

that they began to be unregarded. Some were de¬ 
priv’d of their Sight, others hang*d, fome poifon’d, 
and not a few burnt alive : But that which aggra¬ 
vated thefe undeferved Puniihments was, that all 
the while the mercilefs Tyrant would pretend to be 
forry for ’em, and with Tears in his Eyes feem to 
blame the Severity of the Law, which would not 
fuffer him to fhow Mercy to fo many, whom he 
thought brave Men. Nor did Andronicus rage only 
againft fuch as were near him at Conflantinople , but 
extended his Cruelty to the remoteft Provinces of 
the Empire } fo that all thole who were the leaft in¬ 
clinable to the Family of the Emperor Manuel , were 
forc’d to fly as from an enraged Lion, or an irrefiftible 
Torrent that bore down all before it. IfaacComnems, 
ManueTs near Kinfman, took Refuge in Cyprus , where 
he turn’d Tyrant himfelf, and is faid as much to have 
exceeded Andronicus in all manner of Barbarities, as 
Andronicus out-did the reft of Mankind. Alexius 
Comnenas, Manuel's own Brother, fled into Sicily 
where he perfuaded William , the King of tbatlfland, 
to declare War againft Andronicus. The King landing 

at Dyrrachuim took the City, and march’d from thence 

without 
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without meeting any to oppofe him, through the 
Heart of Macedonia , having order’d his Fleet to at¬ 
tend him at Tkejfalonica , whither he led his Army, and 
[won the City, rather through the Cowardife of the 
Governor, than the Courage of his own Troops. 

The Outrages the » Sicilians committed in that Place ibt sicili- 
j^ere unfpeakable, they not only thruft the Inha- ans CrutU 

bitants out of their Habitations, and depriv’d ’em of xhef&io 
their moft valuable Subftance, but ftript ’em naked, nica a ' 
ffpofing thofe Parts to publick View which by Nature 

S -ere defign’d to be conceal’d * and fuffer’d ’em to 
arve in the Streets, whilft they revell’d in their 
loufes, devouring that in a Moment, which the par¬ 
simonious Induftry of many Years had been purcha- 
fing: After which they fpoil’d all the Country round 
about, and threaten’d the Imperial City it felf. In this 
Extremity Andronictis fentout fome in whom he could 
moft confide againft the Sicilians , who eafily defeated 
the cowardly Grecians , and grew more formidable 
from fo ineffeftual an Oppofition. This very much 
weaken’d the Authority of Andronicus at home, where 
the Number of the Malecontents encreas’d proportio¬ 
nable to the Succefs his Enemies met with abroad, 
and threw him upon more defperatc Courfes, if poffi- 
ble, than any he had recurr’d to before : For now 
he profcribed whole Families at oncej and fometimes 
his own Favourites, who had hitherto been the Exe¬ 
cutioners of his Tyranny, were carry’d off in the 
general Deftru&ion. Among others appointed to the 

Slaughter was Ifaac Angelas , a Man of great Nobility, 
who was obnoxious upon no other Account but for 
the two firft Letters of his Name, with which the 
jealous Tyrant was told his began who was to fuc- 
ceed him. Hagiochriflophorites , Andronicus' s chief Mi- 
tiifter, went with a fufficient Force to apprehend him, 
but Ifaac defending himfelf with much Valour flew 
the Villain with his own Hands, and efcaped through 
the midft of the reft, with his 
the great Church, where he too 


Sword bloody, into 
k San&uary. Hither 
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he was follow’d not only by his Uncle John Ducasmb 
his Son Ifaac y who had been Sureties to the diftrufl. 
ful Tyrant for his good Behaviour, as he had been 
for theirs, but by Multitudes of People, who flock’d 
thither out of all parts of the City, and filcntly pity’d 
Ifaac , whom they highly efteem’d,for his high Birth, 
without any Thoughts as yet of farther Favours to¬ 
wards him. Some there were, who reforted thither, 
not fo much to behold Ifaac, as for their own Secu- 
tity, apprehending the like Ufage from the implaca¬ 
ble Andronicus ■, thefe exclaim’d with great Freedom 
againft the Tyrant, and in artful pathetical Speeches 
appeal’d to the People, whom they adjured to flay, uni 
protecl 'era from the Fury of a Monfter , that was beam 
the general Enemy of Mankind. 

The Hand of Divine Providence appear’d eminently 
vifible upon this Occafion for Andronicus happen’d 
to be abfenc at that time from the City, and his 
bloody Minifters were too fecure to apprehend any 
thing from the neglected Mob \ who being thusca> 
refs’d by the Maliecontents, and perceiving no one 
offer’d any thing in Behalf of the Tyrant, or Diflike 
of the Tumult, they proceeded from pitying Ifaac to 
curfe Andronicus , every Man giving his Tongue a 
Liberty, which ’till then it durlt never have exerted. 
A great part of the People continu’d with Ifaac all 
Night, the reft retiring not fo much for their Repofe, 
as to prepaic their Fellow-Citizens, and create a ge¬ 
neral Oiilike in the Inhabitants to Andronicus. 

Early in the Morning Andronicus' s Favourites en¬ 
deavour’d to appeafe the People, who were fo far 
from lilining to them, or Andronicus himfelf, whoar- 
liv’d lhortly after, that at a Signal given, as Men in- 
fpir’d with one Spirit, they flock’d together into the 
Temple of St. Sophia j where having revil’d thofe who 
appear'd without Weapons in their Hands and declar’d 
not with them, they broke open all the Prifons, and 
releas'd the Pnfonersj whereof fome, who were not 
of the Drcg ; . of the People, but had been committed 

by 
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by Andronicus i or fome trivial Offence, or ill-grounded 
Safpicion, fo eflfe&ually animated the Multitude a- 
igainft him, that they declar’d him a publlck Enemy 
(fo the State, and faluted Ifaac Emperor. 

Ifaac being thus advanc’d to the Throne by this IsAAC iws 
tnrag’d promifcuous AfTembly, refus’d at firft the Al ^ £L Jl s * 
Crown, which having been worn by Conftantine the A \r* 
Great, hung for a Monument over the Altar,and was 1 
(now taken down by the Sexton, and prefentcd to 
Jfaac ; whofe Averfion to it proceeded not from his 
Want of Ambition, but his Fear of the Dangers that 
mended it from the Power of Andronicus-. Which 
when his Uncle obferv’o, he defir’d the People, 
iince his Nephew declin’d it, that they would beftow 
iron him; but they in a tumultuary manner reply’d, 
they would no more yield Obedience to an Old Bald Pate , 
baring already fuffer'd too much from the hoary Hairs of 
Andronicus; whereupon Ifaac at length fuffer’d him- 
felf to be Crown’d, after which he was conduced 
by the Rabble to the Palace. 

In the mean time Andronicus , who faw how far the 
Fury of the Multitude was like to carry ’em, endea¬ 
vour’d to appeafe ’em by an Offer of a Refignation to 
his Son Manuel-, with which when he obferv’d ’em to 
be more enrag’d than before, he diverted himfelf of 
the Imperial Purple, and efcap’d with his Wife Annto Androni- 
Mehtdium , a Royal Palace on the Eaft-fide of Pro- cus fi‘ es > 
ponds, refigning all to Ifaac , who, by a wonderful 
Change of Fortune, was advanc’d from the Jaws of 
Death to the higheft of Worldly Honours. Being 
again faluted Emperor in the Palace, with the repeated 
Acclamations of the People, he fent out fome in 
whom he had the greateft Confidence to feize on 
Andronicus , who had embark’d himfelf on board a 
Ship with a Defign to fly into Tauro-Scythia , but was 
feveral times forc’d back by foul Weather, the Sea, 

15 it were, abhorring fo monftrous a Burden. Being 
thus repuls’d by the Weather, and purfu’d by Divine 

Vengeance, he was at length apprehended by thofe 4 ”^ is 

who' - "** 
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who were fent out in queft after him, who clapp’d! 
him in Irons, and prefented him to Ifaac> as he wal 
bulled in compofing the Minds of the People, andl 
reforming the diforder’d City. The Indignities hel 
fuffer’d from the incens’d Multitude were anfwer-l 
able to the Injuries with which he had provok’d ’emj 
fome of ’em revil’d him and fpit in his Face, othcnl 
pluck’d him by the Nofe, and tore off his Beard, 
whilft the Women, whofe Husbands had been either 
blinded or murder’d by him, were more outrageous 
in their Refentments. Having his Right Hand cut 
off, he was committed to Prifon, where after he had 
lain a few Days without either Meat, Drink, or o- 
ther Comfort, he was fee on a fcabbed Camel, having 
one of his Eyes pluck’d out, and with his Face towards 

the Tail, was led as it were in Triumph through the 
Forum . his bald Head being all the while bare, and 
was fuch a miferable Spectacle as might have drawn 
Tears from Cruelty it felf j but the relentlefs and 
incens’d Mob, forgetting the high Character he had 
lately born, thruft fome their Nails into his Head, 
others threw Filth in his Face, fome prick’d him in 
the Sides with Spits, others caft Stones at him, and 
all loaded him with their Reproaches and opprobri¬ 
ous Language, no lefs bitter to him than the reft, all 
liming among themfelves who ftiould do him the 
greatelt Villany. In "this fhameful Manner they con¬ 
ducted him to the Theatre, and hang’d him up by 
the Heels, between two Pillars, where they ftripp’d 
him of all his Cloaths, cut off his Privities, and tor¬ 
mented him with Hooks and Harping-Irons for three 
Days together. All this he fupported with an invin¬ 
cible Courage, fometimes crying out, Lord have Merc} 
upon me at others, Why do you break a bruifed Feed? 

mtJ after At length one, more merciful than the reft, thruft 

%'*"'**' his Sword in at his Throat up to the Twift as be 

murdrrdj hung, and fo difpatch’d him. This was the miferable 

End of this infamous Emperor, after he had tyran¬ 
niz’d two Years, and done as much Milchief as any 

of 
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,f his Predeceflors in fo fliort a Space. He was a 
•rince of a venerable Afpeft, well built, and of a 
outhful Countenance even in his old Age ; for ha¬ 
ling from the Beginning led an a&ive abftemious 
Lire, he had enjoy’d an uninterrupted Series of 
icalth i he never took any Phyfick ’till after his Ad- 
ancement to the Throne, and then but once by way 
if Prevention, and that upon the earneft Sollicitati- 
ins of his Phyficians. He is faid once in the Circen- 
i^Games to have pointed to the twoYillars between 
ich he was hung, and have told ManueL that he 


kefaw 


ng fujfer'd the greatefi Indig 


after 


ns 


Manuel 


)e Prophefie , if it was one , did not in the leaf 
him , as it too manifeftly appear’d afterwards. 


Had Nicer. *. 


not Andronicus , faith the Greek Annalift, too much x f 1 ’ , 
abandon'd himfelf to Ambition and Cruelty, and pol - r '^ier 
luted the Purple with an Effufion of Blood, he might 
have been efteem’d one of the beft of the Comnenian 

Race ; for he was not quite diverted of Humanity, 
but like the Centaur had a Human Countenance, tho* 
the Parts below were of the Brute. He was magni¬ 
ficent, and charitable} he delighted much in publick 
Buildings, and, had he liv’d longer, would have ad¬ 
ded much to the Beauty of the City. That which the 
fame Author relates concerning the Image of St. Paul , 
which is faid to have wept before bis Death, becaufe 
he always exprefs’d a profound Refpeft for the Wri¬ 
tings of that Apoftle, favours more of the MonkilH 
Bigottry, than the Sincerity of an Hiftorian. 

Ifaacius Angelus , being thus advanc'd to the Impe¬ 
rial Throne, at firft behav’d himfelf with much Le¬ 
nity and Moderation } he recall’d all fuch as had been 

banifh’d by Andronicus , and reftor’d ’em to their fi¬ 
liates, 


Want 


Will 


publick Treafury. This gain’d h im the good 

iJllhis Subje£fcs, who looking on this happy Change, 
** a fruitful Spring after the Severities of a tedious 

Winter, 
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Winter, flock’d from all Parts to Conftantinople , there 

to behold a fecond Mofes or Zorobabel , and to lift 
themfelves in the Service againft the Sicilians , who 
during the Diftra&ions of the late Times had pro- 
pos’d nothing lefs than the Subjection of the Imperial 
City it felf. John , Andronicus 's eldeft Son, was at that 
time abfent in the Provinces, where when the News 
of the late Revolution was arriv’d, the Soldiers feiz’d 
on the unfortunate Prince, and pluck’d out his Eyes, 
of which Cruelty he dy’d ihoitly after. Manuel, his 
Brother, was in like manner blinded fliortly after, 
tho’ he had been in no manner confenting to his Fa- 
ther’s Actions, of which no one was more fenfible 
than the Emperor Ifaac himfelf. 

All this while the Sicilians , who had not as yet 
heard of Andronicus'% Fate, rov’d up and down at their 
Pleafure, deftroying all before ’em, when Brarni, 
the Imperial General, fell fuddenly upon ’em, and 
totally overthrew ’em. The Defeat was follow’d by 
the Surrender of fuch Cities as had fallen into the 
Enemy’s Hands, and the Deftru&ion of the whole 
Sicilian Army. Thofe who had been difpers’d a* 

broad in Garrifons, or fent out upon Parties^ fell in¬ 
to the Hands of the Country People, who cut ’em 
all off. Their Fleet, confiding of two hundred Sail, 
met with no better Fortune, but in their Return 
home were either deftroy’d by a Temped, or fo 
weaken’d by Sicknefs, that they fell into the Empe¬ 
ror’s Hands, whofe Cruelty to his Prifoners very 
much fully’d the Honour of the Victory, which he 
had obtain’d both by Sea and Landj for he fuffer’d 
fomethoufands to perifh in Prifon for want of Food ■, 
and when the King of Sicily upbraided him for his 
Want of Humanity, he contemn’d the Meflage, and 
feverely check’d thofe who had the Tendernefs to 
relieve ’em, tho’ with no other Suflenance than with 
Bread and Water. This Behaviour was moretufable 
to Ifaac s Temper than his former Moderation and 

Lenity, as it afterwards appear'd, when his bloody 

Seve- 
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Severities made him compar’d to Andronicus himfelf. 

Having put an End to the Sicilian War, and 
bought a Ihameful Peace of the Turks, who had taken 
feveral Places of great Confequcnce from the Empire 
in the lefier Afia, and being now a Widower, he 
thought of marrying again, and made choice of a 
Foreigner, the Daughter of Bela King of Hungary , 
who was not yet full ten Years of Age. The Nup¬ 
tials were celebrated by the parfimonious Emperor, 
who was willing to fpare his own Purfe, at the Ex- 
pcnce of the Provincial Cities, which very much 
difoblig’d the Inhabitants, and forc’d thofe of Mount 
Hmus into a Rebellion, and confequently drew a 
great Charge upon the State. 

All this while Ifaac Comnenas tyranniz’d in Cyprus , 
nor was he to be reduc’d either by large Promifes of 
mighty Rewards made to him by the Emperor, nor 
the Terror of the Forces he law Ifaac arming againft 
him, but exercis’d the mod barbarous Cruelties over 
the Inhabitants. The Emperor mann’d out a Fleet 
confiding of feventy Sail, and chofe JohnGontoJlepba - 
m and Alexius Comntnus forhis Admirals: the firft of 

which being old and infirm, and the other, who was 
the Emperor’s near Kinfman, having loft his Eyes by 
iIndronicus'i Order, tho’ otherwife a Man of Courage, 
and of an Age fit for A&ion, they who wilh’d well 
to the State entertain’d melancholy Apprehenfions of 
their Succefs. The Fleet letting Sail was firft horribly 
lhakenby a Tempeft, and at length, through the In-* 
diferction of the Commanders, loll entirely to the Ene¬ 
my-, for Margarites, a notorious Pirate, watching his 

Opportunity when all the Forces were order’d a-fhoreHu F«« 
to fight the Enemy, Who feem’d ready to give ’em dtftmdby 

Battel, feiz’d the Ships thus weaken’d and difarm’d, Cypr1 ' 
whilft the Tyrant fell on the Soldiers that were land¬ 
ed, from whom all Polfibility of a Retreat was cut 
off, and obtain’d an eafie Conqueft over ’em. 

This Misfortune encourag’d others who were not 
Well affe&ed to the Empire to declare ihemfclves a- 

X gainft 


O Cl. 



$o£ 7 he Reman Htjiory. Vol. V. 

Tk-e Myd- gamft it, especially the Myfians , who having been 

^ Har - opprefc’d by the Emperor’s unjuft Exa&ions, flew out 

into an open Rebellion; and when they had receiv’d 
a fnaall Defeat from the Jmperialifts, they drew the 
Scythians into the Qaarrel, and having rais’d a fortni- 
dable Army confiding of both Nations, they renew’d 
their Hoftilities, and exceedingly harrafs’d the Bor. 
ders of the Empire. Ifaac, who was himfelf natural- 
ly {loathful and una&ive, fent out John his Uncle 
againft ’em; and John behav’d himfelf with fo much 
Prudence and Condudf, that had he not been re* 
call’d by the unworthy Emperor, who was grown 
jealous of thofe that were more deferring than him- 
felf, he had in all Probability made an End of the 
War. John was fucceeded by another John , furnam’d 

Catacuzcr.us , who having marry’d the Emperor’s 
Sifter, had been declar’d Ctefar. He was a Man of 
great Courage and Refolution, but rafh and inconfi- 
derate, and by his ill Conduft gave the Enemy fre¬ 
quent Advantages over him; whereupon he was re¬ 
call’d, and Brands Alexius appointed to fuccecd him. 
Branas was one of the greateft: Captains of his Age, 
but Proud and Ambitious; he had ferv’d as General 
before in the Sicilian War,but at his Return afpir’dat 
the Imperial Dignity, for which notwithftanding he 
was pardon’d upon his Submiftion, and was now b- 
gain declar’d General againft the Myfians. His Suc- 

cefs in thisWar reviv’d in him his former Pretenfions: 


Branas u- 

M 5 ' 


For having obtain’d fome Advantages over the Ene¬ 
my, he return’d on a fudden with his molt intimate 
Friends andneareft Relations to Adriaitople, the Place 
of his Nativity, where he was declar’d Emperor,and 
march’d inftar.tly towards the Imperial City, prefum¬ 
ing upon the Negligence and Weaknefs of the Hug* 
gifh Emperor, and the Valour and Experience of the 
Latins, who had efpous’d his Intereft. Being ad¬ 
vanc’d with his Army near the City, he attempted 
feveral Ways to get it into his Hands, but found it as 
difficult to get an Entrance into it, as ’twas for the 
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Ecnperor to drive him from before it. The Befifcg’d 
faily’d out frequently upon their Enemies, who al¬ 
ways drove ’em back not without a confidetabte L&k 
on their fide j fo that the Ufurper finding it imjffofc 
fibleto obtain his Ends by Force, thought it advife- 
ble to try what he could oblige ’em to by Famine, for 
all the neighbouring Provinces, both on the Aftatick 
and European Side, having declar’d for him, he was 
able to cut off all Supplies of Provifions. 

In the mean time the Emperor had recourfe to 


nothing but his Devotions, ’till he was rous’d by Con¬ 


nie, the Marquefs of Mont ferrate who having been a 
Penfioner to Manuel, the late Emperor, and done him 
fignal Services in Italy , was now in great Efteem at 
Cmfltntittople. This Man awaken’d the Empefor out 
of his Religious Lethargy, and fummon’d him to thh 
Difcharge of his Imperial Fun&ion. He colle&ed 
all his Forces into one Body, and march’d out at the 
Head of ’em, and prcfenred Branas with Battel. The 
Difpute lafted on both Sides with great Obftina- 
cy for a confiderable time, ’till in the end the Em¬ 
peror’s Forces prevail’d, and Branas and moft of his 
Accomplices were either flain or taken Prisoners. 
The Ufe the Emperor made of this Viftory Ihow’d 
him unworthy of it, for he fuffer’d his Soldiers to 
plunder and deftroy the Pofleffions of all fuch as 
had revoked to the Ufurper, fo that all the Build¬ 
ings in the Suburbs, and upon the Propontis , were 
in a Moment devour’d by the Flames-, and there 
was no Villany which the licentious Soldiers did 
not commit Upfcn that Occafion with the greateft 

Inpunity. 

This Infurrettion being fo happily quell’d, the 
Emperor look’d with a jealous Eye upon the mighty 


Preparations which the renown’d Frederick. B arbar fane'; B<- 
Emperor of 6 ortnany, was making in the Weft, dt- h * v, °“ r 
fign’d by him for the Holy-Land, but fufpc&ed by^ n ^ 
the unworthy Prince as dire&ed chiefly againft 
Madia, the Ynrkijh Sultar, who had great Reafon 
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to be terrify’d at the Storm which fo apparently 

threaten'd him, had fo artfully prepar’d Ifaac , by 

the Surrender of fome Fugitive Traitors, and a 

Promife of reftoring Paleftine to him, upon Condi- 
tion that he would obftrud: the Pattage of the We- 
ftern Chriftians, that he equall’d mod of his Pre- 
deceflors in his Perfidioufneis towards ’em. Tho’ 
he had promis'd to grant Frederick free Paflage 
through his Territories, and to afford him all man¬ 
ner of Refrelhments and Accommodations for his 
Army, yet he no fooner heard of his Arrival upon 
the Borders, but he fent his Coufin Manuel , the 
Great Matter of his Horfe, at the Head of a pow¬ 
erful Army to difpute the Pafies with the Germans, 

and to intercept their Provifions* having fome time 
before thrown the Bifhop of Munjler , the Earl of 
Najfau , and Count IVair am, Frederick's Ambafladors, 
into Prilon, without any Regard had to the Law 
of Nations, and the high Dignity of their Ma¬ 
tter. The German Van-guard, provok’d at Ifaac'% 
Perfidioufnefs, eafily forc’d their Way through thofc 
who were fent to oppofe ’em, and patting the Moun¬ 
tains which lead into Thrace , the whole Army fell 
into that Country, where they were fuffer’d to 
live at Dilcretion, and to feize on the Grain, which 
they found in great Abundance of all Kinds in the 
Fields, before the Greeks had time to remove it into 
the fortiVd Towns, according to the Orders they 

had rec.iv'd from the Emperor. 

Tho’ the Germans were by this time got into the 
Hearc of Tb race , and the Greeks had neither Powei 
nor Cousage fufheient to rellrain ’em, yet did /■ 
fade with an mlupportable Vanity fend to Frede¬ 
rick, to •' om he deny’d the Title of Emperor,giv¬ 
ing ’ . , to underttand that be knew of but on\ 
Empcrcr which was. himfclf and that if be ivm 
in that Quality acknowledge him as bis Lord and Ml- 
far, and give him fo many Hojlages as he demands 

for his S-.rants, that he would attempt nothing con 

tw. 
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frary to his Service or Inter eft, but give him a Moi¬ 
ety of whatever he floould obtain by Conquefi from the 
Saracens, then , and upon no other Terms, he was refolv'd 
to allow him the Liberty of Pajfage which he deftr'd. 

Whether this was really what Ifaac had in fo in- 
folent a manner demanded, or the Ambafladors had 
unadvifedly exceeded their Commiflion, as Nice- Nicet. p, 
tas our Hiftorian afliires us they did, Frederickin • 
thought fit to conceal his Refentment ’till he had 
obtain’d the Releafe of his Ambafladors, and an- 
fwer’d with a difdainful Smile, that he trufted too 
much in the Merits of his Caufe , and the Courage of thofe 
brave Men who attended him , to comply with fuch dijho- 
nourabie Conditions •, that however, when Ifaac had re¬ 
fill'd him his Ambaffadors , whom with fo much Inhu¬ 
manity, and Scandal to the Chriftian Religion , he held 
in Chains , he ftoould then think himfelf obhf d to make him 
fuch Acknowledgments, as confifted with the Honour of 
God, and of the Empire. After which he advanc’d, 
without waiting for an Anfwer, and feizing upon 
all the Places in his Paflagc without any Refi¬ 
nance, he encamp’d on the twenty fifth of Auguft 
within View of Philippopolis, which was fhortly af¬ 
ter quitted by the Inhabitants, who left their Habi¬ 
tations, with a prodigious Plenty of Provifions to 
Frederick's Soldiers. 

This Advantage of the Germans highly incens’d 
Ifaac againft Manuel , his General, whom he accus’d 
of Cowardice, and fent him exprefs Orders to fight 
with the Enemy} accordingly he advanc’d within fix 
Miles of Philippopolis , but was fo little acquainted with 
warlike Affairs, that a Party of Germans being a- 
broad to fcour the Country, and difeover the Polture 
of the Enemy, prefum’d to aflault his whole Army, 
and did it with fo much Courage and Succefs, that 
the degenerate Greeks turn’d their Backs, and left a 
handful of Germans Mailers of the Field j who after 
this found none who had Refolution enough to op- 
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pole ’em, but feiz’d on Nicopolis, Adri ample, and all 
the Cities between the ALgean and Euxine Sea, and en¬ 
larg'd th eir Conquefts on both Sides to the very Gates 

of Confiantimple. 

Jfaac being by this time fufficiently punch’d for his 
Perfidy, which had brought him to the laft Ex¬ 
tremities, fet Frederick :’s Ambafiadors at Liberty, 
and in a fuppliant manner fu’d for a Peace, of¬ 
fering to fupply him with whatever Ships were 

necefiary to tranfport him into Ajia j defiring at 
the fame time that his PafTage might be as quick 
as poftible, and that he might have Hoftages deli¬ 
ver’d him for his Security. But Frederick, who thought 
it became him to chaftife the Pride of this feeble 
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but prefumptuous Prince, let him know that he 
look’d on himfelf to be the Rightful Emperor 
of the Romans, and as fuch anfwer’d the Ambafla- 
dors, that it was the Right of the Conquerors to pre- 

feribe Laws to the Vanquifh'd, and that it belong'd to him, 

who kid conquer'd Thrace, to difpofe of it at his Pita- 
fure j that therefore he was refold'd to winter then 
with his whole Army , ftnee he by his P erfidioufnefs had 
retarded his Voyage 'till it was too late in the Tear 
now to attempt it. He order'd him at his Peril to pro- 
•side kirn with a fufficient Number of Ships againJIEa- 
fter, and (tr.ee he had no reafon to repoje any Confi¬ 
dence in his Prornifes, he commanded him to fend him 
four and twenty of the principal Officers and Lords of 
his Court, and eight hundred Psrfons of Inferior Qua- 
lit as Hod ages for his good Behaviour-, which when 
be hid dene , he was ready to give him the Affiurance of 
hr; Oath , that he had no Defigns upon his Empire , as hi 
kid terhiaded himfelf vainly to imagine , thereby to gain 
a tolerable Pretence for his perfidious Dealings, and tot 

Vitiation of his Faith. 

I'aac, who had beforebornit with fo highaHand, 

fufficientlv difeover’d the Meannefc of his Soul in this 

Conjuncture for he with great readinefs accepted of 

thefe Dilhonourable Conditions, and without Delay 

fent 
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f eD t the Ratification, with the Hpftages, and great 
prefents to the Emperor ; who winter’d at Jdrianople , 

'till the Spring approach’d, and then he remov’d to 
Colliptlis, in order to pafs the HeUefpont , and upon his 
Arrival found a greater Number of Ships than he had 
been promis’d by Ifaac, who was glad at any Expence 
to remove thofe dangerous, troublefome, and expen- 

live Guefts. 

Ifaac , being thus deliver’d from the Germans, bull¬ 
ed himfelfin the Settlement of his Family; his cldeft 
Daughter was made a Nun, and his youngedraarry’d 
to lancred, the King of Sicily's Son, and his Son Alexi- 
us (of whom we mail have Occafion to fay more 
hereafter) was defign’d for his Succeflbr, tho’ he dill 
promis’d bimfelf a Reign of thirty two Years, not- 
withftanding that he was hourly alarm’d by daily 
Confpiracies, and frequent Ufurpations. 

Among the many Pretenders that claim’d a Right Frequent 

to the Imperial Crown, none prov’d at firft more u f ur P m ' 
dangerous than one, who pretending himfelf to be° w ' 
Alexius, the Son of Manuel, depos’d by Andronicus, 
bat not murder’d, as it was falfly reported, plaid, 
his Part with fo much Addrefc in the Sultan of Ico- 

nittm's Court, that, by Leave from the Sultan, he 

in a Ihort time rais’d an Army confiding of eight 
tboufand Men accuftom’d to Depredations, with 
which he feiz’d mod of the Cities feared on the 
Meander. The Difaffedtion of the People in general 
to Ifaac made this Ufurpation more dangerous, for 
tho’ there were very few but midruded what thelm- 
poftor had fo confidently affirm’d, yet all wifhing 
it had been fo, they all feem’d to believe it. By this 
means he gain’d Ground daily, and having defeated 
feveral of the Emperor’s Generals, he was thought fo 
confiderable at length, that no lefs a Man than the 
Emperor’s own Brother Alexius was judg’d the mod 
fit to oppofe him; and Alexius, tho’ a Man forward 
and courageous, durd not venture a Battel with him, 
but thought he fhould do a confiderable piece of Ser- 
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vice if he could preferve thofe Towns firm in their 
Obedience, which had not yet revolted to him. Thus, 
in all probability, the War might have been prolong’d, 

to the apparent hazard of the Emperor’s Dignity,and 

weakning of the Empire, had not God thought fit to 
remove the Ufurper by the Hands of a Prieft, who 
cut off his Head as he lay faft afleep, after he had ta¬ 
ken a larger Draught of Wine than ufual. 

The Face of this Ulurper did not deter others from 
the like Attempts i the Contempt they had enter- 
tain’d of the prefent Emperor made ’em bold andafpi- 
ring, and tho’ none of 'em obtain’d the Crown they 
aim’d at, they made it fit uneafie on his Head that 
7 ;-.- s:7- wore it. At the fame time the Scythians , encourag’d 
run-by thefe Domefiick Commotions, renew’d their In- 

curfions, and harafs’d the Borders of the Empire, 
fff Again!! thele lfaac thought fit to undertake an Expe¬ 
dition in Perlon, but prepar’d to return before he 
had effc&ed any thing confiderable, and loft the 
greateft part of his Army in his Retreat, he himfeif 
efcaping with much Difficulty. This Difafter en¬ 
courag’d ihe Barbarians, fo that they ranfack’d thei?o- 
man Towns at their Pleafure, deftroying the Inhabi¬ 
tants, or leading ’em into Captivity, 
ji'nc r, f -. In the mean time lfaac abandon’d all the Care and 



Trouble of the Empire, firft to an old doting Eunuch, 
call’d Theidorns Cnfianior.ita ; and alter that to fome 
young fantaftical Boy, fcarcely pafs’d the Difciphne 
of a School, who notwithftanding govern’d both the 
Emperor and Empire at Pleafure, whilft lfaac delight¬ 
ed in nothing but the luxurious Enjoyment of his 
Riches, expenfive Buildings, and ridiculous Amufe- 
ments> for the Support of which he had Rccourfc to 
all manner of exorbitant Exactions, and abftain’d not 
from Sacrilege it felf: ’Till he was once morcrouz’d 
by the prevailing Arms of the Scythians, who in a late 
Engagement near Adrianople, had defeated both Jlexi- 
us Guido, General of the Eaftern, and Batatzcs Baft- 

Bus. Commander of the Weftern Forces, the firftof 

which 
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which with great Difficulty efcap’d, and the other, 
having loft all his Men, was kill’d upon the Spot. For 
thisReafon Ifaac order’d new Levies to be made, and 
having hir’d confiderable Forces from abroad, march’d 
at the Head of his Army againft the Barbarians , re¬ 
viving never to return ’till he had fevercly chaftis’d 
’em for thefe Indignities offer’d the Empire > which 
however was not fo much in Danger from the open 
Attempts of Foreign declar’d Enemies, as he was 
expos’d to th'efecret Machinations of DomeftickTrai¬ 
tors. 

Alexius Angelus , the Emperor’s Brother, had in a 
particular manner been carefs’d and indulg’d by him 
from the time of his Advancement; and tho’ he had 
receiv’d frequent Intimations, efpecially towards the 
latter end of his Reign, of Alexius his treacherous 
DeGgns, and the Danger he was to apprehend from 
him, yet he feverely reprov’d his friendly Admonifh- 
ets, as Men defirous to create Diflentions in his Fa¬ 
mily, and fow Divifions in the State, and at the fame 
time repos’d a greater Confidence in Alexius than ever} 
fo fatally blind are thofe Men to their own Safety, 
whom God in his infinite Wifdom has determin’d to 


I 

I 

I 

I 


I 


deftroy. 

Being arriv’d at Cypfella , a Town near the Frontiers, 
he there halted, till the reft of his Army could join 
him. He was now grown into a general Diflike of 
the Nobility, fome juftly abominating him for his 
many Cruelties, others for his Negligence in the pub- 
lick Adminiftration, and not a few uniting in a Con- 
fpiracy againft him from the defire of a Change, and 
aProfpe&of the Advantages they promis’d themfelvcs 
from it } fo that Alexius found enow among ’em rea¬ 
dy to efpoufe his Intereft, and combine againft Ifaac. 
Having concerted all things in fuch a manner as they 
judg’d fafe and convenient, the Confpirators propos’d 
to put their Defign in Execution at this Place. One 
Day when the Emperor invited his Brother out a Hunt¬ 
ing, Alexius pretended an Indifpofition, and defir’d to 
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be excus’d, and the unhappy Ifaac, who miftruftedno* 

thing of what follow’d, prepar’d for theChace with* 
j u Jf out him j where whilft he was diverting himfelf, the 
p.'J’&ykr Confpirators, many of whom were nearly ally’d to the 

Bretk’r Emperor, forc’d Alexius^ as it had been agreed among 

Alex!- ; ’em before, to the Imperial Pavillion, and with reitt 
A - oll ~ : rated Acclamations declar’d him Emperor} in which 

they were follow’d by the whole Army, and even by 
Ifaac's own Servants and chief Favourites, who join’d 
with the Croud, wifhing Alexius along and aufpicious 
Reign. If.iac at the firft Alarm turn’d his Horfe, and 
thought by his Prefence to divert that Storm, which, 
having been fo long gathering, flood now ready to 
deflroy him ■, which when he too late obferv’d, he 
committed himfelf to the Divine Protection, and fled 
with great Precipitation to Macra, where he was over¬ 
taken bythofehis Brother had employ’d to apprehend 
him ; who by vertue of the fame Order pluck’d out 
his Eyes, and threw him into Prifon,. where he liv’d 
as it were out of the World, condemn’d to perpetual 
Darknefs by an inhuman ungrateful Brother, whom 
in his Profpcrity he had redeem’d for a great Sum of 
Money from the Turks , for which he was thus un¬ 
worthily rewarded in the tenth Year of his Reign, 
and fortieth of his Age, A . D. 11P4. 

If we confider rightly the Character of Ifaac Ann- 
Otv.ictr, t y e l a te Emperor, we fhall have no greatReafon 

to wonder at the ready Concurrence of the Army, the 
Senate, and Clergy, inhis Dcftru&ion. HewasaMan 
who had little either of Courage or generous Refolu- 
tion, the want of which was abundantly fupply’d with 
Vanity and Prefumption, which made thofe Vices 
more expos’d, by which Princes render themfelves 
hated, and become defpicable to their Subje&s; for 
he was fottifh even to downright Folly, inconftant, 
cowardly, effeminate, voluptuous, foolifhly prodi¬ 
gal, and rnoft infamoufiy covetous, making no Diffi¬ 
culty to take any thing that pleas’d his Fancy, rob¬ 
bing even Churches of their Jewels, Plate, and con- 

fecrated 
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iterated Veflels, which he us’d without any Scruple at 
jjjs publick Entertainments. He had no Senfe Qr Ho- 
B our, nor Regard to his Word, any further than con¬ 
fined with his own Humour or Intereft. This made 
bira unhappy in hi? Government, and unpity’d in his 
fall, which introduc’d fuch a Revolution as Confim- 
tinople bad not known before, and which was fhortly 
after follow’d by the Diflolution of the Empire. 

Jlqxius being thus with t.he general Confent of the 
People acknowledg’d Emperor, fent to acquaint his 
Wife and Relations, whom he had left behind in the 
City, with his Advancement : At the fame time he 
endeavour’d to reward thofe who had appear’d moft 
forward in his Promotion, and by feveral popular A&s 
labour’d to confirm the People in their Obedience to 
that Government, to which they had fo voluntarily 
fubmitted. His publick Reception into the City was 
attended with many Omens, which feero’d to declare 
the Divine Difpleafure, and to denounce the Calami¬ 
ties which afterwards befel the Empire. As he was Nicet. p. 
going to mount an Arabian Horfe, which belong’d * 9 +- 
fortncrly to his Brother, and was now adorn’d wjth 
the Imperial Trappings, as the Solemnity requir’d, 
the Bead difdaining the Burden rear’d himfelf on his 
hind Feet, and gave the aftonifh’d Beholders evident 
Signs of his Indignation. When the Affiftants had 
with much Addrels mollify’d him, and the new Em¬ 
peror was mounted, the angry Steed grew more en¬ 
rag’d than before, as if he had been ignorantly betray’d 
into that Compliance, and would never be pacify’d 
’till he had thrown the unworthy Rider upon the 
Ground. This, and other Accidents, gave fomc of 
the mod Curious an Occafion of refle&ing upon the 
late Tranfaft ions, and prefented ’em with a melancholy 
Profpe6t of what was to come. 

Notwithftanding this the unworthy Emperor pol¬ 
luted the Throne with the fame Vices, for which he 
pretended to have remov’d his Brother. Inftead of 
chaftizing the Myfians, who continu’d ;h,eir Depreda¬ 
tions, 
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tions, or arming agaicrft the Turks, who fince the Death 
of the Emperor Manuel had taken fevcral ftrongTowo 
in the letter AJia, and great part of Phrygia from the 
Empire, he abandon’d himfelf to Riot aad Luxury, 

and the Gratification of his fcnfual Appetites, fquan. 
dring away with both Hands his Predeceflors Trei- 

fure, never confidering how much he fhould wantii 
hereafter, and how difficult, if notimpoffible, it would 
be to recover it. And as if one Tyrant was not dif¬ 
fident to afflict a dejefted State, he was marry’dto 
another who equal’d him in all his Extravagances, 
and inmanyexceeded him: Her Name was Euphrefjnt x 
a Woman of a voluble Tongue and ready Mind, but 
withal ambitious, immodeft, and prodigally luxurious, 
who imitating her Husband in all his Arbitrary Pro¬ 
ceedings, acted with an uncontroul’d Authority, and 
prefum’d fomerimes to contradift and refcind what 
the Emperor himfelf had ordain’d. 

Thefe difTolute Proceedings in the Court gave En¬ 
couragement to feveral Impoftors, with which thoft 
Times were pregnant, which being countenanc’d and 
fupported fecretly by the Turks, brought great Cala¬ 
mities upon the Empire > at the fame time that the 
reftlefs implacable My film continu’d their Hoftilities, 
and deftroy’d whole Legions at once, growing arro¬ 
gant from their frequent Advantages, and entertaining 
a thorough Contempt of the Roraan Emperor: Not- 
withftanding which he had once an Opportunity of¬ 
fer’d him of reducing the whole Country, whilftthe 
Myiins were at Variance among themfelves, which 
be either totally neglected, or manag’d with fo much 
Indifcrction, as gave the World reafon to think he 
hsc noSenfe of theTruft repos’d in him, but thath( 
govern’d for his own Sake, and not for the Safety and 
Ho nour of the Empire, whofe Fate was unavoidable, 
and i:s Defkruckion nigh at hand. 

This proceeded in a great meafure from the Aver- 
fion A'.:x::i had to publick Affairs, and the great Con- 
hde.oce he put in his Favourites, who govern’d all 

with 
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ff j[h a mercenary Hand, and made the higheft Em¬ 
ployments of the Empire venal j fo little regarding 
the Birth or Abilities of thofe they preferr’d, that even 
Spans and Scythians enjoy’d Polls of the greateft Ho¬ 
nour and Profit : So that the Barbarians prevail’d on 
every Side, the Emperor being unable to refill ’em 
when alfaulted, or manage thofe Divifions which of¬ 
ten happen’d between ’em to his Advantage. 

Thus for feven Years together did the State fuller A. D. 
under this unhappy Prince’s Adminillration, ’till the 1101. 
Divine Vengeance at length overtook him, and 


{tripp’d him of thofe Honours he had fo long u- 

and of which he was fo highly undefer- 
Fho’ at firll he had us’d his Brother Ifaac 


i i 

furp’d, 


VIDg. 

with the greateft Barbarity, and having pluck’d out 
his Eyes caus’d him to be lock’d lip in Irons with his 
young Son Alexius , a Prince of about twelve Years 
of Age ; yet by degrees growing fatally fecure, he 
began to pity thofe he had ftripp’d of the Imperial 
Ornaments, and fuffering his Brother to live in an 
handfome Palace without the City, he receiv’d the 

young Alexius into the Court, where he attended 
upon his Perfon, and {har’d with him in all his Di- 
verfions. 

However the two injur’d Princes either thought 
themfelves too highly affronted ever to forgive the 

how odious the Ufurpcr 

and into 


Offender, or 


perceiving 

render’d himfelf every Day to the People, 


what Calamities he plung’d the State, began to refle£t 
on the Dignity they had loll, and to confider how 
they might recover their former Honours. lfaac % 
having the Liberty to admit all fuch as came to 
vifit him, treated fo fecretly with the Latins , that 
by their means he found a way of correfponding 
with his Daughter bene , at that time the Wife of 
Philip the German Emperor, who promis’d to difpofe 
the Spirit of her Husband, to undertake the Pro¬ 
tection of the two unfortunate Princes. Whilll this 
was in Agitation, the young Alexius^ who was at Li¬ 
berty 
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berty to go where he pleas’d, withdrew fecryfly* ^ 

got aboard a Ship belonging to a Merchant of Pif t) 
who undertook to carry him off. The thing 
manag’d with fo much Cutinibg, that when tht 
Guards the Tyrant upon the News of his Efcapeh^ 
fent to fearch all the VefFels, catne ©n Board the Pi- 
fan , riding then at the Mouth of the Helkfportttit ady 
to (ail, and fearch’d her with more ExmSmefi thin 
all the reft, the Prince difguis’d like an Italian 
or boldly receiv’d ’em upon the Deck, and under¬ 
took himfelf to be their Condu&or, leading ’em into 
the tnoft fecret Places of the Ship, and thus by not 
being hid efcap’d the Danger of being found; fo 
that the Ship being thereupon difchaYg’d, the Prince 
landed fafe in Sicily ; where having for feme time 
conferr’d with his Sifter, he proceeded from thtntt 
to Rome, to follicit the Afliftance of Pope Jnmnt\ 
and from thence he pafs’d with his Retinue by Land 
into Germany. Philip, who had an entire AffeCTion for 
Irene the Emprefs, Alexins his Sifter, was ferifibly 
touch’d with the Misfortunes of his Family, but being 
at that time oblig’d to difpute the Empire With Otho 

his Competitor, he had too great Affairs upori his 
Hands already to attempt the Reftitution of the Princt 
himfelf, and therefore advis’d hirato engage the French 
and Venetians to affift him, who had then a great Ar¬ 
my on foot in Dalmatia for the Cohqueft of the Ho¬ 
ly-Land, and to whom it behov’d him to make fitch 
advantageous Offers, as would encourage ’em to 
comply both out of fntereft, Honour, anu the pub- 
hek Good of Chriftendom. To this the Prince rea¬ 


dily confented, and agreed to fuch Terms, upoftCon* 
dition they would reftore him, as had he then right¬ 
ly confider’d he would have found difficult, if not 


/’scxiuf, impoffible to perform. 


Having in this manner con- 
Pbilip, he apply'd himfelf 
ibafladors. Who had Orders 


the Sir. of certed his Matters with Philip , he apply’d himielt 
Iliac. er- t o the Princes by his AmbafTadors, Who had Orders 

L^ r .! 7 » to omit nothing that might oblige the Republick and 
reftore b.m the French to conclude the Treaty; Being admitted 
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etn, They were not ctfrn 




glorious Enterprize for the Conqutft of the Holy- 
but to prefent 'em with a Way fafe, eafie, and ab - 
necefjary for the Accomplifhment of it. That 
they at fir ft deftgn'd to carry their Arms into 
Egypt, and by that Way to enter into Tfctfefline, they re- 
tjttped they 'would rather employ thofe Arms in the Recovery 
(f Conftantinople to the lawful Heir, by which Means 
\tky_ would render themfelves Mafters of it the Omiftion of 

“ oft 


which had heretofore caus'd the Lefts 


ight otherwife have eafily triumph 
Eaft , that great City being the very Key of 


ftuch Jkurifhing 


\mi Alia. They reprefented to ’etn, the 'little Ttuft 
ms to [be repos'd in the Ufur per, who had barbaroufty 
!fronted both the Emperor and the King of France; they 
aflhr’d ’em of his Cowardice and Inatlivity , and how 
miily his Subjects would renounce their Allegiance to him . 

1 _ _ kl_ T 7 * 1 vl . • T - . * 


m/ -" 

Head of fo ftourifhing 


they ado 



er 


b **l*png for the Prince, that as foon Us they had eft 
ilijb’d him upon the Imperial Tyrone of Conflantino 

j it fiould pay 'em two hundred tboufand Marks 

towards the Expences of the War , maintain ten tboufand 
Mm a whole Tear at his own Charges to affift 'em in the 
Unqueft of Egypt, and to pay, during his Life, ft ve huts- 
M knights well arm'd for the Prefervaticn of the Con - 
wfts which they Jhould make in the Holy-Land. 

After fome DifpUtes among the Princes, which were 

manag’d awhdewith great Hear, the Major Part in- 

ify induc’d 


din’d to thefe Propofitions, bein 


by Henry 


Doge o 



principal 
Venice . v, 


who being Henry 1 


nowabove fourfeore Years old, tho’ neither decrepidDandolo, 

m _. __ J. . i 1 • i ■ . . . r _ 


Mind 


hjtn ftill more Auguftand Venerable. He was a great 
baptain, valiant Soldier, and able Politician, Which, 
befides his great Thirft of Glory, which he retain’d 
in thofe Years, made him more fenfible of the 
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{ides this, he had for a long time cherifli’d an invio. 
cible Hatred to the Conftantinopolitan Emperors, fa 
when about fifty Years before he was employ’d by 
the Republick as their AmbafTador at Conftantmfk, 
where he generoufly fuftain’d his Character, and 
boldly maintain’d the Iotereft of his Country, the 
perfidious Emperor Manuel , not accuftom’d to fuch 
an honeft Freedom, caus’d a red hot Plate of Iron to 
be held before his Eyes, with which his Sight was 
not wholly loft, tho’ it mightily impair’d it j the 
Senfe of which barbarous Outrage, and Violation of 
the Law of Nations, liv’d in his Memory’till his dy¬ 
ing Day. 

The Articles of the Treaty being ratify’d by mu- 
tual Oaths on each Side, part of the Army embark'd 
and fetSail for Corfu, where the whole Navy was ap¬ 
pointed to rendezvous, whilft the Doge and theMar- 
quifs of Montferrat, who had been chofen Head of 
the Crufade, and had the Honour to be ally’d to the 
young Alexius , ftaid behind in Expectation of that 
Prince’s Arrival, who came in a few Days after very 
magnificently attended. The Marquifs and DaM 
having done him all the Honours imaginable, and 
rotefted they would facrifice all for his Service, the 
'lecc weigh’d Anchor, and for a happy beginning of 
the War, as they came before Dyrrachium , the Inha¬ 
bitants being inform’d that che young Prince was on 
board that Fleer, they preR-nted him with the Keys 
of the Place, and fwore an inviolable Fidelity to hi 
Encourag’d by this happy Prefage, they continu’d 
their Courfe a few Days after, and join’d the other 
part of the Army, which was already landed upon the 
Illand of Corfu, where they were fupply’d with ad 
manner of Ncceflaries for their Refreshment, and the 
young Alexius, at his .Arrival, was met by the reftot 
the Princes, and conducted in a triumphant Manner 
to the Camp. 

Here they continu’d ’till Whitfun-Eve , to allay fomt 

Difputes that had prevail’d in the Army j after which 

the? 
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they embark’d, and having coafted all Morea and 
/ichaidf the Fleet came to an Anchor in rhe Negro- 
pnt‘, the next Place they anchor’d at was St. Stephen's 
Port upon the Bank of the Propontis , from wh< nee 
the Wind and Current carry’d ’em Eaftward along 
bythe Coafts of the City, whofe Walls were crouded 
with the Emperor's Soldiers, and who from thence 
beheld one of the faireft and yet moft terrible Sights 
in the World, three hundred VefTels in Order of Tie Latin* 
Battel, with their Standards flying upon their Poops, ^fort 
their Enfigns difplay’d, and their Flags and Pendants 
wantoning in the Wind} in which Condition that 
gallant formidable Navy, bearing with full Saib be¬ 
fore the Wind, was carry’d to the Port of Chalcedony 
oppofite to Conflantinople , where the Army made an 
immediate Delcenr, and march’d by Land in Order 
ofBatrel along the Bofphorus, whillt the Fleet was 
conduced to Strut art or Cbryfopolis , oppofite likewife 
to the Imperial City. 

In the mean time Alexius , the Roman Emperor, as Alexiu* 
the Greek Wrirers (till term’d their Princes, tho’ 
had receiv’d timely Imimatidnof the great Preparati- ecun ’’ 
ons the Latins were forming againlt him, and that 
they had undertaken to fettle the young Alexius in the 
Throne, had takon no Care for his own Defence and 
that of the State, but drowning himfelf in his fenfual 
Pleafures, would fometimes, in the Jollity of his En¬ 
tertainments and Heat of Wine, tell his dcbiuch’d 
Companions, that a Party of his Guards Jl.'ould go and 
bring that Handful of Madmen bound fajl in Irons , who 
king weary of their Lives were come Jfo far to receive 
the Honour of dying by his Commands. Nor did he re- 
cover out of this profound Stupidity, ’till he under¬ 
stood that the Confederate Army, after the Reduction 
of D)rrachiiwty had allur'd thcmfelves of Corfu, and 
then indeed he was perfuaded to give necdluy Or¬ 
ders for the Defence of Conflantinople , fummomng a’.l 
the Soldiers that Were quarter’d in the adjacent Part* 

to march thither. He was able to Man out no mere 
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than twenty Gallics to guard the Chain, which wat 
drawn from a Tower near Galata , and beiog fatten'd 
to the Jcropclis lock’d up the Entrance into the Ha¬ 
ven } the Arfenal having been fo impoverilh’d by 
Michael Strypbnus his Admiral, who had marry’d hig 
Wife’s Sifter, and had fold the Sails, Cordage, ai 
Anchors, and exchang’d even the Bolts and Iron Nails 
of his Navy for Gold. 

After he had in this manner provided for the De- 
fence of Conftantinople, he drew out his Army, and en¬ 
camp’d upon the Banks of the 5 c^w«roppofitetothe 
Confederates, whofe Numbers were far inferior to 
his, who notwithftanding pafs’d over the Bofphom 
fhortly after in admirable Order, and landed in fight 
of that great Army, who at firft pretended to oppofc 
’em with their Arrows and Crofs-bows; but when 
they faw the French , without waiting ’till their Hor- 
fes were landed, march’d dire&ly towards ’em with 
their Swords in their Hands, they fled fo fwift away, 
that nothing but their own Fears was able to over¬ 
take ’em. 


The French, being thus happily landed, lodg’d that 
Night in the Jnus Quarter upon the Bofphorus , and 
the next Day aflaulted the Caftlc of Galata , which 
they took alter a great Slaughter, at the fame time 

that the Venetians, being favour’d by an Eafterly Wind, 

which bore their Ships up to the Chain, cut it is 
two with prodigious ScifTors of Steel, which were 
open’d and fhut with an Engine, by which means 
the whole Fleet enter’d the Port, and all the Gtttk 
Veflcls were either taken, difabled, or iunk. After 
this they prepar’d to attack the Town in two Places, 
one by Sea, on the Port-fide, which rhe Venetians 
undertook, and the other by Land, which was com¬ 
mitted to the French. Having batter’d the Walls for 
ten Days together, they at length relolv’d to give 3 
general Aflault both by S a and Land, which they 
did on the ieventeenth cf July by Break of Dny, 
at which time the whole Army fell on with all ^ 

Courage 
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Courage Refolufion imaginable. The Greeks, 
being afllfted both by their Number, and The Ad¬ 
vantage of the PU.ce, defended themfelyes at firft 
with great Succe/s, ’till Daudolo did an Aduonyi/hichDandolo’* 
has eterniz’d his Memory to all Pofterity, and \e.h Brtnt ^‘ 
him the Reputation of having been one of the 
greateft Men in the World: For aged ajhew^s, tran- 
I'ported with a valiant Impatience, he polled himfejf 
on the forepart of rjbe Admiral Gaily with his Sword 
drawn, and c^e gr.eat Standard pf St. Mark before 
him, commanding his Men upon peril of their Lives, 
to ufe their utmoft Skill aqd Force to get ajbore. 

This Command, enforc’d with fo terrible a Menace* 
was follow’d with fuch a quick Obedience, that 
the Gaily was in an Infant brought to the Shore* 
and the Doge advanc’d with the Standard to the 
Walls* by which Example of fleroick Courage hd 
drew all from on board the Fleet after him j for they 
who were in the other Galjies, fearing they lhoula 
fall under the Infamy of having abandon’d their 
General in fo noble a Danger, row’d with fihfir ut- 

molt Force, and gain’d the Shore almoft at tl>e fame 
time together, and ran like enrag’d Lions aftef 
their Leader to the AlTault. The French were afto- 
nilh’d when they beheld on a hidden the great Stan* 
dard of St. Mark, placed upon one of the Towers, 
which redoubled their Courage, and animated ’em 
with frefh Vigour, ’till fuch time as a terrible Cloud 
ofDuft, which advanc’d towards ’em, the found of 
Trumpets, the neighing of Horfes, and the Noife of 
an infinite Number of People, oblig’d them to quit 
the AlTault, and put themfelves in a Pofture of De¬ 
fence. 

For Alexius the Emperor, being compell’d by thCAIex ; us 
loud Cries and Murmurs of his People and Soldiers* 
who openly reproach’d him with his Cowardice, and“ 
fearing left in the Heat of their Relemmenrs they 
ftould fall upon him and pull him to pi ces, had at 
laft fally’d out of the City, with an intent to charge 
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the Army in the Rear, if they continu’d the Aflault, 
or give ’em Battel in the open Field if they had the 
Courage to accept of it not doubting but he fhould 
be able to furround ’em and cut ’em in pieces, ha* 
ving above fixty Battalions of frefh Men fupported 
by all his Cavalry, to no more that fix of theirs, al¬ 
ready weary’d with a defperate Aflault. As the 
Princes were drawing up their .Troops in the molt 
commodious manner to receive him, they receiv’d 
wi.h an incredible Joy a Reinforcement, which the 
generous Dandolo brought to their Afliftancet Dando- 
le had by this time mafter’d twenty five Ttfwers, 
part of a hundred built on the Side of the Haven, 
and hearing now that the Emperor had made a Sal¬ 
ly, he caus’d himfelf to be conduced immediately to 
the Camp, with all the Forces he could rally, to 
fuftain the Shock of the Enemy, who having pro¬ 
mis’d themfelves that they fhould be able to opprefs 
the Confederates with Multitude, when they found 
now they would not be drawn from their Intrench* 
ments, but expefted ’em there with a refolute Cou¬ 
rage, they quickly retir’d into the Town, never da¬ 
ring once to turn Head againft that Handful of Men, 
who had the Confidence to follow ’em for fometime 
in good Order, difeharging continually upon their 
Rear in the open Field, where they might have gi¬ 
ven ’em Battel. 

This fhameful Retreat was not occafion’d more by 

the Cowardice than the Jealoufie of the uov orthy A- 

* 

lexius, who would not fufFer his Son-in-Lav Theodoras 
Letfcsrls to make one in the Sally * for had he com¬ 
manded, being both a Soldier and Captain, the 
mod valiant of his Nation, he would L.ve made 
better ufe of that infinite Number of Hands, which 
remain’u wholly unprofitable that Day, by reafon 
th cir Commander had neither Courage nor Skill e- 
nough to manage ’em to the beft Advantage. 

Jikxius , being thus fhamefully retir’d into the City, 
pretended, the better to fhelter himfelf from the Re¬ 
proaches 
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proaches of the People, that he had deferr’dthe Com¬ 
bat, by reafon it was late, and that the next Morn¬ 
ing he was refolv’d to attack the Enemies in their 
Camp, if they had the Courage to expe£t him j but 
being purfu’dand terrify’d by his own Confidence, in- 
ilead of preparing for the Encounter, he fecrctlyem-. 
bark’d himfelf with a few of his Domefticks, all the 
Gold, Silver, and the Imperial Ornaments, and fled to and fits. 

Ztgora, anciently call’d Dcbeltus , a City of Thrace, 
ftlnding at the Foot of Mount H<emus , where, by 
reafon erf his Guilt, his Cowardice, and the Con¬ 
tempt into which he was fallen, having Caufe to fear 
fome great Revolution in his Fortune, he had before¬ 
hand affur’d himfelf of a Retreat. 

The People had no fooner difeover’d the Flight of 
theUfurper, but detefting his infamous Cowardice, 
and fearing left the Latins fhould in fo favourable a 
Conjuncture aflault the City a fecond time, and take 
it by Force, ran to the Prifon, where the Tyrant, 
after the young Alexius his efcape, had caus’d Ifaac 
to be detain’d, and knock’d off the Manacles of the 
poor Prince, who had been fo barbaroufly treated by 
his own Brother, and having placed him on the Im¬ 
perial Throne, from which about Eight Years bc-Ifiie « 

lore he had been fo violently driven, they fenc wnh 

puties to the Princes, to give them an Account ofthej c ' iu °” 
Flight of the Ufurper, and the Re-eftablifhment of 
the Emperor Ifaac, and to invite the young Prince 
to fhare the Empire with his Father. The Princes 
were agreeably furpriz’d at fo unexpected a Revolu¬ 
tion, but being grown from long Experience di- 
ftruftful of the Greeks, they the next Morning, at 
the Head of their Army, which they had drawn up 
in Battalia, acquainted the young Alexius, that they 
expected an Aflurance of the Peiformar.ee of the 
Treaty, and to have it ratify’d by the Emperor his 
Father j whereupon two Lords of France , and two 
Venetian Noblemen were difpatch’d to that Prince, 
who receiv’d ’em with all manner of Honour and 
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Magnificence, and tho’ he found the Articles very 
hard, yet over-joy’d at his Re-eltablifliment, and fear¬ 
ful of lofing his Empire a fecond time, fhould he by 
a Refufal provoke his Deliverers, he inftantly ratify’d 
’em, and oblig'd himfelf with folemn Oaths to an in¬ 
violable Performance: After which the young Prince 
was conducted by the Confederate Lords in great 
Triumph to Ccnfi.mihiople , where he was aflociated 
with his Father in the Empire, and crown’d the 
firft of sluguf:, with all Magnificence and Solemnity, 
A. D. 1103. 

Among other things that Alexius had oblig’d him- 
felt to peiform, he promis’d to renounce the Schilm 
of his Anceftorr,and fubjeeb the Greek Church to the 
See of Rcyn?\ wherefore, that he might fatisfie the 
Princes info important an Article, he writ a handfom 
Letter to Pope Innocent, whom he acknowledg’d to be 
Chi id’s Y’icarupon Earth, and fupream Head of the 
Univerfal Church ; promifing to render him and his 
Succefiors that filial Obedience which was their Due, 
and to impicy all his Power to re-unite the Gretk 
Church to the Head. Thefe Letters and Promifes 


cod him nothing, but he found it more difficult to 
anfwcr the other Parts of his Engagement, to pay 
the Money he had promis’d, and furnifn the Troops 
he had oblig’d himfelf to mantain in the Holy-War. 
Wherefore having laid down a confiderable part of 
the Money he ow’d ’em, he perfuaded the Princes 
to day for the red, and defer their Departure ’till the 
next Spring, without which it would be impoffible 
for him to furnilh ’em with the Shipping and Troops 
he had promis’d > for that he was not firmly efta- 
blifh’d in his Empire, fince his Uncle was dill in 
! thrac :, fupported by a ftrong Party who continu’d in 
their Duty to him, and e tbeodorus Lafcaris had a great 
Body of Troops on the other fide the Bo/phorusinBi- 
tbynia. He therefore defir’d ’em to perfect the Work 
they had fo happily begun, and fix that Throne in 
Safety, on which they had plac’d him with fo much 

Gene- 
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Generofity } promifing in the mean time plentifully to 
furnilh ’em with whatever was necefiary for the Subfi- 
ftance of their Army, and pay the Venetians all their 
Charges in maintaining the Fleet during the War. 

To this the Princes readily agreed, and that the Re¬ 
mainder of the Year might be employ’d to the beft 
Advantage, they march’d againft Alexius^ who had 
feiz’d on Adrianople, from whence they drove him, and 

forc’d him to fearch for a more fccure Retreat elfe- 
where. After which they reduc’d the greateft part of 
thrace, and the Winter approaching they return’d full 
of Glory to Conflantinople , which had been reduc’d al- 
moft to Afhes in their Abfence, by a terrible Confla-^^Vfr* 
gration occafion’d by fome Latin Soldiers, who in 
drunken Fit plunder’d the Houfes and a Mofque of 
the Saracens , which the late Emperor had fcandaloufly 
allow’d ’em to build in the Imperial City. The 
UracenS) fupported by the Greeks , the fworn Ene¬ 
mies of the Latins , flew upon this fmall Number of 
diforderly Soldiers, and prefs’d ’em fo hard, that 
fome of ’em, more defperately brutifh than the reft, 
fet Fire to a Row of wooden Houfes that ftood upon 
the Key the better to favour their Efcape. It is im¬ 
portable to exprefs the horrible Ravage this dread¬ 
ful Fire made, for expanding its Flames in an in- 
ftant in thole Tinder Buildings, it ran on in a Train 
like Wildfire from Street to Street,’till it grew Ma- 
fterlefs, and confum’d the moll ftacely Edifices, the 
magnificent Palaces, and capacious Store-Houfes of 

that opulent City. 

This horrible Conflagration feem’d a certain Pre- 
fage of the approaching Ruin of the Grecian Empire, 
which God thought fit to punifh for their many in¬ 
famous Treafons committed againft the firft Adventu¬ 
rers in the Holy War, and to tranflateit to theFrencb, 
as he did fhorcly after, and that at a time when it 

feem’d ready to recover part of its ancient Beauty and 
Vigour. The Manner was as follows. 
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Illuftri ous Houfe of Ducas , whole name was Alexi¬ 
us, and commonly call’d Murtzupble, by reafon his 
Eyebrows pin’d and hung very thick over his Eyes, 
which was always conhorr’d as a Mark of an ill 
Manj and indeed Hifforv can hardly afford one who 
had a blacker Soul, or moie favage Nature, or who 
would attempt more abominable Treafons for the 
Accomplishment of his own Ends. Following the 
Example of the late Ufurper, whom he had ferv’d 
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hmnfeit Mailer of the Empire, efpecially at fo 
happv a Conjurerare, when Jfaac the old Emperor, 
who could not endure fo fudden and unexpected a 
Change, was jull deceas’d, and Alexius had ren¬ 
der’d himlelf obnoxious to the People by his great 
Famiiiantv and Friendship ihown to the Latins-, He 

at his firll Step was by Po¬ 
pularity, to ingratiate himlelf with the difenntent- 
cd Muhitudcj he therefore leem’d to lament the 
hard C mdition of the Empire, engag’d by a Boy to 
a covetous and proud Nation, their implacable Ene 
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of Crete, ana (.bind the Greek Church to yield to the Set 
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A Rim^niirarce of this Nature, urg'd bv a Man of 
Mwtzuphle' s Quality, had its defir’d EfFedt upon the 
unc^nlLnt Greeks, who could not hear the Name of a 
Latin withcu' Grief and Horror, elteeming them the 
Caufe of al! their Miferies,efpecially of the late Defo- 
Janon of their City When this was done, he, being 
a Man of a moll luppie and fmooth Conversation, pre- 
fentiv convey’d himfclf into theEileem and Afftdhons 
of sJ.exiuSj who being weak and uncxperienc'd made 
this Traitor Ins oniv Confident. Having thus by a 
rcub e .Artifice impos’d both upon the Prince and the 
peop e 5 he full periunded the miierable sf/cxius, who 

apted wholly by his Council^ and ellcem’d him as 

an 
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an Oracle, to difoblige the Princes } and when they, 
w ho were juftly provok’d at his unhandfome Behavi¬ 
our, began ro punilh him with Afts of Hoftility, he then 
procur’d a Deputation for himfelf to go to the Marquis 
d Montf err at i to whom he promis’d, in behalf of the 
deluded Prince, and by his Order, to deliver to him 

the Palace and Fortrefs of Blaquernefs , as a Pawn of 
his Fidelity, provided the Princes would forgive what 
was part, and he would come and deliver him from the 
impatient Populace, who had by this time proclaim'd 
another Emperor in his room. The Marquis, not 
doubting the Concurrence of the other Princes, readily 
accepted the Propofition j but the perfidious Murtzu- 
tb!e, immediately upon his Return the Night follow¬ 
ing, advertis’d the principalPerfons of the City and of 
the Militia of this Treaty, and by his Agents inftrufted 
for that purpofe rais’d a Tumult in the City, which, 
hefaid, Alexius had fold to the Latins. When he had 
rais’d the Storm up ro theheighth he defir’d, he then 
rufh’d at Midnight into the Bed-Chamber, where the 
unhappy Prince was fall afleep, and having awaken’d 
him, with a trembling Voice and repeated Sigbs he 
told him that all was loft, that the Commonalty, No¬ 
bility, and Gentry, with the Guards, were all ready 
to fall upon the Palace and cut him in pieces, upon an 
Intimation that he defign’d to deliver up the City to 
the Latins : Whereupon the amaz’d Prince, wholly 
abandoning himfelf to the Conduft of Murtzuphle., that 
perfidious Villain, who prefs’d him to fave himfelf, 
threw about him a Morning-Gown, carry’d him 
through many Windings into the remoteft and moft 
fecure part of the Palace, from whence fome of his 
Inltrumcnts, plac’d there for that purpofe, dragg’d 
him to a loathfom Dungeon, where he liv’d in great 
Mifery for a few Days, ’till the Tyrant, who had at-Murtzu- 
tempted his Life feveral times unfucceftfully by Poi-P l, ’ c ^* r ' 
ion, went himfelf to the Prifon, and cruelly ftranglcd~™ * ^ 
bim with his own Rands, the better to fecure to him -j t r»r, and 

tell the Crown, which he immediately ufurp’d. 
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For having thus difpos’d of Alexius , he inftantly 
prCfented himfelf to the People, to whom he g»v t 
an Account of what he had done for the Security of 
their Liberties, and earneftly exhorted ’em to aflift 
him in the Preiervation of ’em, and to make choice 
of an Emperor who had Courage enough to de¬ 
fend ’em againft the Latins , that were ready to 
opprefs and enllave ’em. Hereupon the Guards, 
and all thofe of his Faction, with mighty Acclama¬ 
tions faluted him Emperor, in which they were fol¬ 
low’d by the People, who are apt in all popular Tu¬ 
mults blindly to take thofe Impreflions which are firfl 
given ’em. 

When this abominable Parricide was difcover’dto 
the Princes, they for the prefent deferr’d the Enter- 
prize of the Holy-Land, and refolv’d to turn their 
Arms againft theLTurper, as well to revenge the hor¬ 
rible Murder committed upon the Perfon of him they 
had made Emperor, as to make themfelves Matters of 
Constantinople , a thing the mod neceftary for the Con- 
queft of the Holy-Land, as had been too evident in 
all the other Crufades j fo that the War began once 
more both by Sea and Land. 

The Tyrant, who had been bred a Soldier, and 
knew his Safety entirely depended upon a vigorous 

Defence, fail’d not of giving all neceftary Orders for 
Co'.ftar,- Notwithftanding which the Princes, who were 

not muc h concern’d at his Preparations, refolv’d up- 
Fr;sce}y on a general Aftault, which they made on the eighth 

of April ■, and tho’, animated by an ardent Defire 
which they had, and a certain Hope of taking that 
Day the richcft City in the World, the Soldiers did 
Miracles upon that Occafion, yet the Number of the 
Defendants being infinite in companion of the Aflat- 
lants, they were forc’d to retreat about three in the 
Afternoon, after they had loft feveral brave 
and a great many Engines of Battery. Notwith¬ 
ftanding which the fame Night in a Council of War 
they refolv’d unon a fecond Aftault, concluding 

that 
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that the French fhould be intermix’d with the Vineliaim 
both by Sea and Land, that fo the tfro Nation* might 
L 0 t lay the blame of a Mifcarriage, if any fhould hap- 
L n , upon one another : Upon Monday therefore, the 
twelfth of Aprils they renew’d the Aflault with greater 
Vigour, and after many defperate Attacks and fre¬ 
quent Repulfes, fome Frenchmen planted their En- 
fons upon one of the Towers adjoining to a Hill 
where the Tyrant was polled, and iflu’d out his ne- 
cefTary Orders for the Defence •, which when the reft 
beheld, as well they who fought on Shore, as thofe 
who were on the Gallies to fupport ’em, were fo 
afham’d to fee themfelves behind-hand, that fome of 
’em throwing themfelves with Precipitation afhore, 
whilft others planted their Ladders againft the Walls, 
they all mounted in Shoals, and killing thofe who 
in this horrible Diforder made any Refittance, they 
quickly made themfelves Matters of four otherTow- 
ers, where they likewife planted their vi&orious En- 
figns. 

Whilft this was doing, others, who fought upon 
the Key, enrag’d to think they fhould be the laft in 
taking Conjlantino'ple, with their Rams broke three of 
the Gates open, and they who were got into the 
Town over the Walls, open’d fome others that were 
between the Towers they had taken, fo that th eandt 
whole Army enter’d, and drew up in Order within 
the Walls, where they continu’d in a Condition re¬ 
gularly to attack any that fhould be commanded to 
oppofe ’em j ’till finding the Tyrant potted with full 
fpeed into the great Palace, which had one Gate upon 
the Propontis , and that the reft following that Example 
ran in a dreadful Diforder through the Streets to gain 
their Houfes, then the Viftors overthrew and kill’d 
all they could reach in their firft Fury, as it is ufual 
in taking a City by Storm, and made a moft dreadful 
Slaughter among thofe miferable People. 

The Night put a flop to the Current of this Fury, 
and the Princes having founded a Retreat diftributed 

their 
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their Men into three Quarters, where they had 0, 
ders to fortifie themfelvcs, not doubting but then 
was dill fomething more remaining to be done be. 
fore they gain’d the reft of the City } bur the next 
Morning they found all their Precautions unne- 
cefiary, for inftead of being encounter’d with a 
leaft an hundred thoufand Enemies, as they tx- 
peeled, they were met with nothing but Proctf. 
{ions, which from all Quarters of the City came 
before ’em, bearing the Crofles, the Banners, and 
Images of their Saints, to implore the Clemency of 
the Victors. 

For whiKt the Princes had been diftriburing their 
Forces, as was before obfervM, S'JnrtzHpble^ follow¬ 
ing the Example of the Tyrant Alexius, as well in 
this as his Ufu'pition, tho’ he at firlt threaten’d to 
attack the Princes ;n their Quarters, yet hemadehis 
Elcapc by Nighc upon a >hip provided for that pur- 
pole, taking with him the Emprels Euphro/yne, the 
oid Uiurper’a Wife, and her Daugnter, the Princefj 
Ettdb;:: i, with whom he was fo dciperatcly in Love, 
that h_ chole rarher to lofe his Honour and Jgmty 
than hazard the Lofs of her, whom he was refolv’d to 
cnj-.y, coft what it would, and for whofe fake he 
abandon'd his lawful V> ife. 

The Princes, furpi iz’d to find Suppliants where they 
expected Enemies, promis’d them their Lives, their 
Honour, their Libertv, and one part of their Eftates, 

which they knew by the L aws of War belong’d all to 
the Conquerors j and having commanded’em to retire 

to their Houles, they gave the Soldiers the Plunder of 
the City for that Day, but with a find Charge to 
iked no Blood, and to prelerve the Honour of the 

Women ; they alfo commanded km to bring all the 
Spoils into common Repofuories, to the end a juft 
Difiribution might be made, according to the Merit 
and Quality of every Perion. 

From hence we may judge cf the mighty Riches 

of this Imperial City ■, for though the Greeks had 

'Time 
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Time enough, during the Night after the Aflault, to 
iide, as they did, their moft valuable Effe&s, which 
hey afterwards peaceably enjoy’d ; notwithftanding 
he Firc muft needs be fuppos’d to have confum’d an 
nfinitc deal of Goods and Treafure, befides that the 
Emperors, and moft eminent Perfons of the Empire, 
»rho had made their Efcape both by Sea and Land, 
had carry’d with them what was moft portable and 
precious 5 without accounting the Moveables, the 
Statues, the Pi£tures, the Jewels, and other Things 
of mighty Value, and that part of the Booty which 
moft of the Soldiers referv’d to themfelves, notwith¬ 
ftanding all the Prohibitions to the contrary, yet the 
french had diftributed among them above four hun¬ 


dred thoufand Marks in Silver, after the Venetians , 
who had half of the Spoils, had receiv’d their Share, 

and a fourth part of the whole had been referv’d for 
ffm who ftiould be chofen Emperor ; fo that both the 

Officers and Soldiers, who were before reduc’d to an 


cxne«ni Neceflity of all Things, became that Day 
rich, anu i” an Inftanc exchang’d their Want for a 

molt prodigious Plenty. 

Tf the City of Conftantinoplc , the moft famous 
in the Fall, the Seat and Glory of the Eaftern Em¬ 
pire, through the miferable DilTention of the Greeks 
for Sovereignty, fell under the Power of the Latins , 
eight hundred fevemy four Years after the Removal 
of the Iri’p'C .1 Seat from Rome thither by Conftantinc 
the Great •, feven hundred twenty eight after the 
Failure of the Weftern Empire in yiugujlulus j four 
huiidicd and four after the Re-eftablifhment of ir by 
Charles the Great; one hundred and fix from the firft 
Expedition of the Princes for the Recovery of the 
Holy-Land *, the twenty fifth of Philip) Juguflus, 
King of France ; and fifth of John , King of England , 
| An. Dorn. 1104. 
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From the Expulfion of the Greek Emperors out 
of Conftantinople, 'till their Ref oration. 

Containing the Space of Sixty Tears. 

I. 'TT H O’ the Latins had in this manner expels 
1 the Greeks , and made themfelves Matters <rf 
Ctnjlantinople , yet the Byzantine Empire was not 
thereby diffolv’d, but divided } for Theodoras Lafcarii , 
having efeap’d during the general Confufion toi- 
drianople , fled afterwards into Bithynia , where he was 
joyfully receiv’d by the Inhabitants, not only of 


that Country, but of Phrygia , Mjfia , Ionia, and Lf 

from the Windings of the River Meadd 
Southward to the Eaxine Sea. At the fame time 


dia. 


David and j llexius Comneni , the late Tyrant jtndn- 
nicus's Grand-Children, feiziDg on the more Eaftern 
Provinces of Pontus , Galatia , and Cappadocia , foun¬ 
ded a new Empire, and fix’d their Imperial Scat 
at Trapezus , or Trapezond , where their Polterity flou- 
rifh’d, and maintain’d the Honour and Majefty of 
the Empire in an higher Degree than the Con- 
flantinopolitans themfelves j ’till the Time of Davii 
the lalt Emperor, in whofe Reign it was aboliih’d 
by Mahomet the Great, who led the poor Prince 
Prifoncr to Conjiantinople , where he was cruelly mur¬ 
der’d. 

But to return to CenjiantinopJe , where the Prin¬ 
ces, after fomc Debates, proceeded to the Election 
of a new Emperor for which Purpofe twelve E- 
le&ors had formerly been nam’d, at the fame time 
that they had refolv’d to befiege the City, fix o! 
which were Venetians , and fix French. Alter fomc 
Deliberation the Choice fell upon Baldwin Earl of 

Flanders, a Piince who had all thofe admirable Qu J * 

luicJ 
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jities requifite to ap Emperor, which never fail to Baldwin 
bttra& the Eftcem, Veneration, Love and Affc£tion6 f*' l n ^ TS 
if bis Subje&s, and who was accordingly crown’d in c^h*. 
he Church of Santta Sophia , with all the Magnifi- ptm of 
:ence ufual at the Coronation of the Emperors, and Conftanti- 

ffith the Applaufe and Acclamations of the Latins and n ° pi p b 
Greeks. To him the Princes affign’d, with the Impe-* mces ' 
d City of Conftantinople , all the Country of "Thrace , 
land a limited Sovereignty over the reft \ after which 
they proceeded to a Divifion and Diflribution of the 
ether Lands and Provinces of the Empire : Theffaly 


wasere&ed into a Kingdo 
of Montferr at ; the Vmeti& 


Boniface , Marquifs 


fit 


many 


(bipelago, great part or the Peloporu 
Cities upon the Coafts of the Hellefp vr*+ Aitu jl ijr 

which 


together with the lfle of Crete , or Candia 

Marquis of Montferrat , to 
whom it had been given by the young Alexius. Li- 


they purchas’d fro 


beral Shares were allotted to the other Adventurers, 
proportionable to the Charges they had been at in the 

A A A 


Expedition. 


the ConftanlinopoUtan En 


A. D. 
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pire, was attended with fuch Confequences as ufually 
accompany all violent Mutations. The Greeks , who 
bore wiih Impatience the Latin Yoke, took all Op¬ 
portunities of aflerting their Liberties - y and when 
hldwin y the new Emperor, had reduc’d all Thrace 
except Adrianopl ?, thither the better fort of the dif- 
contenced Greeks fled as to a San&uary and Refuge, 
from the prevailing Power of the Latins. On the 
other fide Baldwin , who knew of what Confequence 
a Place fo confiderable as that was would be to him, 

tt proper to reduce it whilft his Friends 
were near to aflift him, and therefore clofely be- 

Thofe within defended themfelves with Baldwin 


thought 


fieg’d 


it. 

a Refolution 


hardly to be equall’d, whiltt others H K i u ** 
°f their Nation, who had withdrawn into Bulgaria , r ‘ acope ’ 


iolhcited John 
heve ’em ; an 


the King of that Country, to re- 


Johrif being afTifted 


* 

readily 
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readily embark’d himlelf in their Quarrel. Wherefore 
marching at the Head of a gallant Army to theit 
Relief, as he approach’d the City he detach’d a Party) 
of Scythians , who were well acquainted with a Ser-| 
vice of that Nature, to draw the Emperor, if poflj. 
ble, out of his Intrcnchments, and by a pretended 
Flight intice him into a Place among Woods and 
Mountains, where the King had planted himfelf and 
the reft of his Army in ot der to entrap him. Thiil 
Defign was attended with the Succefs defir’d, the 
whole Army was overthrown with a great Slaughter, 
and Baldwin himfelf taken Prifoner, by which meant 
<he City was relieved: But the Bulgarians , afrer this 
Victory, greedily purfu’d their good Fortune, and 
with an inhuman Barbarity over-ran all the open 
Country, laying all the wealthy Cities of Thrace walk 
and defolate, except sidr'tanople and Didymoth'um , 
which were valiantly defended by th t Greeks and la- 
tins who had efcap’d this Fury of the Barbarians ; I’o 
dangerous it is for a People, even in the laft Ex¬ 
tremity, to call Foreigners in to their Aiiilh.nce, 
who ufually pay themfelves for their Service at the 
Expence of thofe they have preferv’d: As for the 
unhappy Emperor himfelf, he was fent bound to 
Ternova, or Ernoe , the Captital of Bulgaria, where 
fhortly after, having his Hands and Feet fill! cut off 
by the King’s Command, he was thrown into a 
Valley, where he lay in exctlTive Mifery for three 
Days together, at the End of which ; edied, and was 
devour’d by the Wild Beads and Birds of Prey. 

This was the unhappv End of Baldwin , the firft 

Emperor of the Latins in Conjlaniinople , whole Reign 

was not more fhort and troublefom, than his Death 

was cruel, and beyond all Imagination terrible. He 

was a Prince whom the Greek Hiftorian himlelf, who 

we may imagine was not over-partial to his Memory, 

allows to have been of an exemplary Piety toward 

God, of admirable Charity and Goodnefs toward 

his Subjects, efpccially the poor and mifcrabley * 

great 
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great Lover of Juftice, and fo nicely Chafte, that as 
be never bellow’d any amorous Glances upon any 
other Woman but his own Wife, fo did he forbid, by 
publick Proclamation twice every Week, thofe whd 
bad in any manner violated the Laws of Chaltity to 
continue in his Courc. His extraordinary Tempe¬ 
rance had fo well manag’d his Conftitucion, that he 
was able with great Chearfuln«fs to fupport all the 
Fatigues of War, and Inconveniences of Life. 

In the mean time Lafcaris found it no eafle matter 
to fettle and fecure himfelfin his new Empire at Nice, 
it was long before the People would allow him the 
Imperial Title, and even afeer he was declar’d Em¬ 
peror, he found many of his own Nation who pre¬ 
tended as juft a Right to that Dignity, and endea¬ 
vour’d to deprive him of it j tho’ none appear’d more 
dangerous than his own Father-in-Law, the late U- 
furper Alexius-. Who having, fhortly after theRcdu- 
ftion of Conjlantinople, been taken Prifon by Boniface, 
who fent him under a ftrong Guard into Mont ferr at, 

found Means to efcape from thence, and puffing over 
into Afui, the perfidious Dotard ftirr’d up the ‘Burks 
againft the new Emperor, tho’ he had marry’d his 
own Daughter; and the Burks , pretending what 
they did was in Vindication of Alexius the rightful 
Emperor, grievoufly in felled the Territories of this 
new Empire, and added feveral Places of great 
Strength to their own Dominions. Whereupon the 
Emperor march’d at the Head of two thoufand 
Men, the moll he was able in that Exigence to raife* 
to the Relief of Antioch upon the Meander, which 

Handing upon that great River, the Boundary of his 
Empire, would open a Way for the Burrs into the 
Heart of his Dominions, lhould he luffcr it to fall in¬ 
to their Hands. In a Battel which was here fought be¬ 
tween ’em, Jathadnes , the Sultan of Iconium , was 
fain by the Emperor’s own Hand, as fbme have writ¬ 
ten, and Alexius was taken and clapp’d up into a Mo- 
iuftery, where he had Time to rttkffc on the Mife- 
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ries with which he had involv’d his Country, and ta 
finish his Life in Repentance. 

Lafcaris, having thus overthrown the Lurks, con¬ 
cluded a Peace with them, and had time to let tie his 
State, and fecure his Dominions againft Henry , the 
Brother of the late Emperor Baldwin, and his Succef- 
for at Cor.JlanUnople. The War was continu’d between 
’em with various Sucpefs for feveral Years, being both 
Princes of great Courage and Sagacity, as indeed the 
State of both their Empires fecm’d at that time parti¬ 
cularly to require. 

Tor during the Confulions which immediately en- 
fu'd the Lcfs of Confiantinople , feveral Princes of 
the Imperial Family ere&ed to themfelves indepen¬ 
dant Principalities, where they exercis’d a Sove¬ 
reign Power, and treated not only the Latins , but 

the Greeks as their Enemies, who would not acknow¬ 
ledge their Subjection; by which means this mifer- 
able Nation, being divided in it felf, was the lcfs 
able to oppofe the Latins, who confiim’d themfelves 
in their Dominion under the Adminiftration of this 
Emperor Henry, and oblig'd Lafcaris at laft to own 
their Authority, and conclude a Peace with them. 

Nor was La cans the only Enemy Henry had to con¬ 
tend with during his Reign; for Michael slngelus, a 
Prince nearly related to the late Emperors, having 
feiz'd on yEiolia and Epirus , of which he declar’d 


himfclf Dci’por, was fucceeded by his Brother Tbeodo- 
? .v.', who was a Man of great Dcfigns, and impatiently 
bore the Domination of chc- Latins , with whom hecon- 
itantiv wan'd, an j took feveral Towns from ’em on 
that Side, which he added to his own Dominions. 

This War continu'd during the whole Reign oF this 
Emperor, who was at that time bufy’d with Affairs 
: the greateft Importance at home. The [Mins, ha¬ 
ving made themlcives Mailers of Couftantinople, did 
not only declare Baldwin Emperor, but promoted 
‘drama- Me,/c'.ni, a / tan, to the Patriarchate, whole 


r 


Crcati 


w i i 




4 


Chap. V. CV. T. La.Cc. Nics. Henr. Coup. 339 

Creation being fhortly after authoriz’d by Tope 
Innocent, the Cr reek Church wa- by that means re¬ 
united to the Loirr, but this was done fb much a- 
gtinft the Inclination of thc^Greedt Ecclefiafticks, that 

they omitted no Opportunity of declaring how far 
they were from complying with it 5 and when Pelagi- 

ts was fent from Home to receive their Subrotffion in 

% 

the Pope’s Name, they oppos’d him fo refolutely, 
that the angry Legate caus’d feveral of ’em to be 
clapp’d up in Prifon, which threw all Conftantmople in¬ 
to an Uproar. The Monks in a Remonltrance to 
Henry told him, ‘That in Things (Temporal they had wil- 
bsgly fttbjetted themfelves to htm , and tv ere ready to obey 
him ■, but in Things Spiritual they had a Sovereign Pent iff 
of their own, who exacted their Obedience , and for that 
Reafon they could not fubmit themfelves to the Bijhop of 
Rome. Henry was naturally of a pacifick Temper, 
and was unwilling to opprefs thofe whom 'by his 
Office he was bound to protcdl; fo that, rho* he had 
great Veneration for the Pope’s \uthority, yet he 
chofe rather at prefent to oppofe the Legate, than 
run the Hazard of a popular Infurre&ion j where¬ 
fore he releas’d luch as had been committed, which 

appeas’d the Tumult, but could not put an end to 
the Cornells and Divifions chat continu’d for a long 
time after. 


Jn the mean time La [carts , having concluded a 
Peace, as before obferv’d, with the Latin Emperor 
it Conftantmople, not only fortify’d his chief Cities 
igainlt the Invalion of his Enemies, as well Turks as 


Latins, but endeavour’d to fecure himfdf by fucb 
Alliances as he thought would prove moll lervice*- 
fl b!e to the prefent Face of his Affairs. He had three 
Daughters by his firff Wife Ann, one of which he 
had m irrv’d to the Ivina of Hnnearv. and Irene, who 


lurnam’d Batatza, or Vat aces, a Man of great Autho- 
ri 7 and no lei's Merit in his Court, whom he de- . 
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fign’d for his Succeflbr; for tho’ he had a Son by hi* 
fecond Wife, who was an Armenia» by Birth, yet he 
being an Infant was judg’d unable to fit at the Helm 
of State in fuch Times of Danger, and that when the 
Empire it felf was in its Infancy. 

After this we meet with little memorable during 

the Reign of this Emperor, but we ought not to 
conclude it ’till we have given the Reader a brief Ac¬ 
count of the Fortunes of the Latin Princes, that 
reign’d in his Time in Conjlantinople. To Baldwin, the 
firft of thofe Emperors, fucceeded Henry of Heinault , 

as has been before obferv’d, who maintain’d the Em¬ 
pire with great Glory and Succefs for ten Years toge¬ 
ther, and dy’d a Conqueror-, after his Death, Ptttr 
of Anxerre , who had marry’d his Sifter, and fignaliz’d 
himfelf upon feveral extraordinary Occafions, was 
unanimously chofen to fucceed him This Princear¬ 
riving at Rome in his Way to Conjlantinople , was Co- 
lemnly crown’d there, together with his Wife, by 
Pope Honorius 111 . in the Beginning of April, An.n\j. 
and having fent his Wife and Children before him by 
Sea, he enter’d into a Treaty with the Venetian;, pur- 
fuant to which he march’d bythe Way of EheJJaly and 

Epirus , and laid Siege to Dyrrachium, which was then 
in the Pofficffion of 1 ‘heodotus Comnenus, Prince of 


Epire, and in whofe Behalf it was vigoroufty defended 
by the Garrifon that was in it. So that being forc'd 
to raife the Siege, he came to an Agreement with 
Ebeodorns, who promis’d him a fafe Pafiage to Co;- 
Per-, .- hr ftantlnople, but fet fuddenly upon him in Macedonia 
La.mf-Tj. too ^ h irn an< j the Principal Officers of his Court Pri- 

f w r t m! * 

t* ’^loners, and put him to Death in the Year following- 
The c.oru> The Gteek Writers, who are partial to their Country- 
Co;r,r.cn’j?. mLn , vary from this Account in fome Particulars, and 

tell us that he was (lain in an Engagement, and en¬ 
deavour bv that means to vindicate Theodoras trod 


Pe?rr, :hr 

1 _ 3;in fi.'T,. 


the Treachery imputed to him by the Latins , who 
however l'eem to have a better Authority for what 
they have written. 

The 
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The Affairs of the Latins in Conftantinople became 
fo embarafs’d by the untimely Death of this Prince, 
that Philip , Count of Namure, his eldeft Son, refus’d 
the Succeffion; fo that Robert of Courtnay , hisfecond 
Son, was in a manner courted to accept of the Im¬ 
perial Purple, and had the Misfortune to fee the 
Empire miferably difmember’d in his Time, lofing 
whatever his PredecefTors had been Mafters of on 
the other fide the Bofphorus and Helltfpont to John Du- 
cas Batatza , of whom mention has been made al¬ 
ready, and who fucceeded 1‘heodorus Lafcaris at 

Nice. 

Lafcaris had govern’d that Part of the Empire the 
Greeks retain’d in Afia with great Succefs for eigh¬ 
teen Years together, during which he acquitted him- 
felf with great Reputation in all thofe Difficulties 
which ufually attend new States furrounded with 
potent Enemies. He had frequent and fignal Ad¬ 
vantages over the ! Turks , the Latins , and Bulgarians , 
by which he exceedingly ftrengthen’d the Empire, 
which he may in a great meafure be {aid to have 
founded. This made him univerfally belov’d by his 
Subjc&s, who, in Imitation of their Prince, profi¬ 
ted in the School of Adverfity, and attempted not 
only to recover the Dominions of their Anceftors, 
but to revive their Glory and Military Difcipline. 
Before his Death he took care to leave fuch aSuccef- 
for behind him, as might be able to preferve the Re- 
liques of the old Roman Empire, by him collected 
into one Body, and for that reafon put by not only 
bis own Son, but his two Brothers, Alexius and lfciac , 
therein preferring the publick Weal before his own 
private AfFc&ions, or the aggrandizing of his Fami¬ 
ly. As he was a Man of many Virtues, fo was he 
fubject to fome Vices; being fiery and Impatient, 
and molt abominably addi&ed to the Love of Wo¬ 
men. H is Liberality and Expences exceeded the 
Income of his narrow Eftate, which made him fre¬ 
quently oppreis his Subjects with heavy Taxations; 
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He dy’d befoie 


v. ho obferving in how higher a dcgret 
hours on every fide were harafs’d and 

fubmittcd chearfully, and oftentimes fupply’d hia 
with their voluntary Contribuiions, 
he vas full forty eight Years of Age, and after h« 
had reign’d about eighteen, in the firll of Rohm 
Emperor of the Latins m Constantinople , the tenth of 
Ficderic't Emperor of Germany, and fifth of Henry 111, 
King of Eng! ind , A D. 122 . 1 . 

Lufc.vis being dead, John Ducas was crown’d by 
the Hands cf Manuel, Patriarch of the GY^ Church 
a: Nice: Being a Man of Spirit, fl >w in refolving, 
but indefatigable in the Execution of what he had 
once refolv’d, the Eves and Expcdlations of all his 
Subjects were fix'd upon him j and upon Experience 
they found, that the Erection of their new Empire 
was owing to the Activity of Lifcaru , bur to lupport 
it rcquii’d the deliberate Care, Hiudeno ,and Circum¬ 
spection of h:s Succefior Ducas 

This new Emperor, immediately after his Corona¬ 
tion, begin to enquire into the Stare of his Army, 
and beheld with Regret the narrow Limits of his 
Empire, which he prepar’d with great Induftry to 
enlarge j be ra s'd row l evies, augmented his Lagi* 

cm, r.nd invited fuch Officeis into his Service as he 

* 

urdg'd would be of ufe to him. Having no lefs a 
D .fi g n in Anew than the Recoveiv of Conftantimp 

r.d w hat ever the Latins held in Geeece or 
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Thracc* which he knew could not be done without a 

f! Navy, be built a great Number of Gallies 
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h’o’tb of and Mar.n’d out a ftrong 

' it h which m the Co ufe of his Wars he took 
of the iflunds in the Aegean Sea, and palling 

VjKt he invaded the Cb:-> fanefe* and afterwards 

* * - . ^ 


icrc’c up even to the Gates of Conji 


great Terror cf the Latins, 


who gave an unhappy 
Brg.ur.mg to the War tbemfclves: For Alexius and 
l Gar, tr.e hire timperrr’s Brother?, offended at the 
I'.wfc.tr.ee c i jct.-i, withdrew to Constantinople, where 

they 
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they earneftly follicited Aid from the Latins againft 
him, whom they confider’d as no other than an U- 
furper. Robert , the Latin Emperor, readily under¬ 
took their Protection, and having rais’d a formidable 
Army* committed it t* their Conduft: In the mean 
time John , who had been inform’d of the ir Defigns, 
prepar’d for their Reception, and engaging with ’em 
at a Place call’d Poemanenum, got the Advantage after 
a long and bloody Difpute, cut.off the Flower of the A. D. 
Army, and took the two Brethren Prifoners, who 12.14. 
fhortly after loft their Eyes by his Command. The Lofs 

of this Victory prov’d a great Stroke to the Affairs 
of the Latins in the Eaft, as on the other Hand it 
ferv’d to exhilerate and revive the afflifted Greeks , 
who receiv’d new Courage from this Succefs, and 
confider’d it as a Pledge of their future Profperi- 
ties. 
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AJfan, or Axen, the King of Bulgaria, who had for** rnunln 
fome time been equally terrible both to the Larins h "J™J°^ 
and Greeks, was fo touch’d with the Reputation of^^i-ly/ 
this Prince’s Exploits, that he made a voluntary D.iiqh:cr. 


Offer of his Daughter Helena in Marriage to Theo- 
iwe the Emperor’s Son, which was readily embra¬ 
ced by John j for he knew of what Confequence the 

Alliance of lb powerful a Prince would be, who 


otherwife was able eflfe&ually to flop him in the 
Courfe of his Vidtories, and affift his Enemies againft 
him; fo that the Matter was quickly concluded, and 
the Nuptials celebrated with great Solemnity, tho’ 
neither the Bride nor Bridegroom were at that time 
much above ten Years of Age. 

This Advantageous Alliance was no fooner efta -and ton. 
blith’d, but the Sultan of Iconium fent his Ambafla- h 

cors to Nice, to confirm and prolong the Truce be-^ xuiks. 

tween the two Crowns. The Sultan was at this 


time grievoufly ftraiten’d by the Tartars, who having 
driven the Lurks out of Pcrfia , and the more Eaftern 
Provinces, began now to prefs hard upon ’em in the 
idler Afia ; and the Sultan fearing left he fhonld be 
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aftaultcd by the Greeks at a time when all his Forces 
were oppos'd to lo potent an Enemy, earneftly 
courted the Emperor to a Peace; to which John, 
upon weighty Confiderations, readily inclin’d: For 
he not only knew how difficult it would be for him 
to contend with the Turks in ^//h, at the fame time 
that he was engag’d with the Latins m F.urope , but 
he was alfo willing to preferve the former, as a Bar- 
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moderate Title, he 


r;er to his Dominions, againft the more prevailing 
Power of the Tartars. 

Ttrrio;:, About this Time, whilft the Emperor John Duetts 

diftrefs’d the Latins on the fide, Theodoras Comnenm , 
^ Prince cr Delpot of Epire, prefi’d ’em with equal Vi- 
i. gour and Succefs on the other. He took from 
all TheJfciij , and Tier ace , and fo far enlarg’d his Domi 
r.ions, that dildaining a mor 
affum'd that of Emperor, ar.d was crown’d by the 
Hands of Demetrius , Arch-Biftmp of Bulgaria , with 
which both the Pope and Jthe Greek Patriarch were 
highly offended, win!ft Vataccs ra:her filent 1 v per- 
routed than approv’d or condemn'd what had been 
done. But Thecdoous his Succefs had tranfported him 
bevor.J all Prudence and Moderation, and render’d 
him fo airoganr and prefumptuous, that tho’ he had 
]ateIv conduced a perpetual Peace with John, the 
h'r-n of Az>:n, King of Bulgv,ia, and marry’d hisBrc- 
r M.inud to that Prince’s Daughter, yet this reft- 
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iefs, haughrv, imperious Spnir, impatient of Reflramt, 
!v:-;Lc through ail, ana in Defiance of the Peace late- 
1 / coxfi rn'U, declar’d W ar agiinlt 7 #/?;/, whom he 
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do a petrv Prince, unable to oppofe fo re- 
dor.qjeror. Having rais’d a powerful Ar- 
K’v, cor.fiiling of L:.tin: as well as Gretks, he enter’d 

he receiv’d an entire Defeat loll the 

my, and was him 
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•ner by the Conqueror, who order’d 
him to be blinded, as a juft Reward for his Pcrfidi- 
cufncfs and Ambition. 





By this time the Emperor *John Vataces had fo ef- 
feftually weaken’d the Latins , during the Reign of 
( heir una&ive Prince Robert , that they were glad to 
fue for a Peace, which upon advantageous Condi¬ 
tions was granted ’em j ana the Subje&s of the Em¬ 
pire being now deliver’d from a long and bloody 
War, continu’d for feveral Years, fometimes with the 


ft'irks, 


at others with the Chriltians, apply’d them- 
vith great Induftry to the fruitful Arts of 


felves with great Induftry to the fruitful Arts of 
Peace, in which the Emperor himfelf became a moft 
remarkable Example, and earneilly encourag’d all 


his Subjects to follow it. He not only fupply’d his 
own Houfhold with the Fruits of his Husbandry, but* - ' Pm **' 
daily reliev’d the Poor, and ftock’d great Store-houfes 
with the Overplus. From him this commendable fn- 
duftry deriv’d it ft If, as from a Fountain to the reft, 
lb that in a. few Years every Granary was ftor’d with 


Corn, every Cellar fill’d with Wine, and a general 
Picnty thin’d throughout the Land j and this at a 
time when the Lurks were pinch’d with a grievous 
Famine, who therefore had recourfe to the Emperor’s 
Territories for Provifions, which they purchas’d at 
whatever Price the Chriftians thought fit to demand 
for ’em > this in a fhort time fill’d the Countrymen’s 
Houles with the Wealth of the Lurks , and ftor’d the 


Emperor’s Coffers with their Treafurc, for they were 
forc’d in that Extremity to part not only with their 
Gold and Silver., but their Jewels, and whatever elfc 

> •J 

they had of a more precio.v Value. And it is not a 
Matter the leaft remarkable during this Emperor’s 
Reign, that fo much Money was collefted in a 
lhort time by the Sale of Eggs, as ferv’d to make 
the Emprefs an Imperial Crown of Gold adorn’d 
with Oriental Pearl and Jewels of an ineftimable 

Value. 


About this time dy’d Robert , Emperor of the Latins, 
in Conjlantinople., after an unfortunate Reign of feven 
Years, during which he faw his Countrymen weaken’d 
and diftrefs’d more than ever they had been before. 

He 
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He dy’d in Achaia , as he was returning from . Rome• 
where he had been to be crown’d in a more folemn 
manner by the Pope, as fome have written j tho’ 
others fay his Bufinefs there was to complain of * 
At/ab*. barbarous Outrage committed upon his beautiful E 
OM ~ prefs by a Burgundian Lord, to whom fhe had been 

com- • ^ « « ■ « « « * r* » « . . 
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ttd:tt3~ contracted formerly, but had deferred him at the In- 
tht Pr- 'sr. ftigation of her Mother, who was charm’d with the 
tftktijK- Honour of the Imperial Bed : For this Reafon the 
■ Te -" incens’d Lover cut off her Nofc and Ears, and threw 

her ambitious Mother into the Sea. Tho’ this Ac¬ 
count be true in Subfiance, yet his mofl probable this 
Barbarity was committed during the Abfence of the 
Emperor, whole Power and Authority, had he been 
prefent, might have been fuffreient to have prote&ed 
the unhappy Princefs from fo inhuman a Treatment, 
However it were, the Senfe of it flruclc fo deep into 
his Mind, that it haflen’d his Death, and left the 
Burgundian to triumph unpunifh’d in his bloody Re- 

verge 
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Rd-.r; being dead, Bald 
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Name, 


the fecond ox that 
fucceeded him, being his Son, as moft of the 
Lr.::;i \Vliters will have it, or rather his Brother, as 
we 1 :a r n from more Authentic;; Accounts. This Prince 
was, ui Robert's Death, no more than tight Years 
Age, for which Reafon ’twas judg’d neceflary to 
marry him to fome Lady, an Alliance with whole Fa¬ 
mily might prove a Support to his tender Years and 

declining Empire. 

From the time that the Lair,;; had driven the Graft 




cut of Co-.JiiiKiincpde, an Emulation and Enmity had 
been pic-lerv’d between the two Imperial Families at 
Aia: and Trabezor.d , which animated ’em tofo higha 
ccgree, that nothing but the common Fear they had 
or the Latins refrain'd ’em from open Acts of Hofh- 
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This Offer had undoubtedly been embrac'd by thofo 
at Conjlantimple, had they not ftill,upon good Grounds, 
(jiftrulted the Sincerity of the Greeks : This Confi- 
deration made ’em rej & the Propofol, and incline to 
John de Brienne , at that time General of the Pope’s 
Armies in the Weft, whofe eldtft Daughter Jolante 
had been formerly marry’d to Frederick , the Weftern 
Emperor, who depriv’d him of the Kingdom of Jg- 
rufalem , to which he had been advanc’d m Right of 
his W ife Mary , Daughter of Jfabella the former Queen. 

John was at that time, according to the Greek Writers, 
near eighty Years of Age, of an eftabliih’d Reputation 
in Arms, being efteem’d one of the greateft aptains 
in his Time, and an exaft Obfervcr of his Word. 

Him the Lords at Conjiantinople fent to defiie of the 
Pope for their Emperor, alluring him that after his 
Death the Succeftion lhould return to Baldwin , who 
was to marry the Princefs Mary y or Martha , his 
Daughter, whom he had by hi> iecond Wife Beren- 
gxria, the Daughter of Alphonfo King of Caflile. By 
this means John , whofe extiaordinary Merits had T°hn da 
rais’d him fiift to the Royalty from a private State, G ^J^ an 
and at lengrh advanc’d him to the Imperial Dignity,a.-Conftan 
was receiv’d with great Solemnity at Conftantinople : tinopie. 
Some fay he declin’d the Name of Emperor, con¬ 
tenting himfelf with that of Ctefar , and Guardian of 
the Empire j however, fince he a£led with an Impe¬ 
rial Authority, he is by fome added to the Catalogue 
oit their Emperors. 

Whilit Johnde Brienne was applying himfelf in fome 
meafure to re-eftablifh the Affairs of his miferable 
fmpire, the Greek Emperor, in Conjunction with 
John Azen y King of Bulgaria , exceedingly harais’d 
the Latins , and having recover’d leveral Towns from 
the /' cacti avs, as well as the Fiench , they fell with 
their confederated Forces upon John, who behav’d 
fimklt with a Courage and Magnanimity equal to 
his former Reputation, but was not attended with 
hio ulual Succefs. A: fiift Fortune feem’d to counte¬ 
nance 
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mnce his Labours, for with an handful of Men he 
overthrew a powerful Army, which had laid clofe 
Siege to Conflantinople both by Sea and Land but the 
continu’d Wars with rhofe two Princes had in time 
fo weaken’d and diminiftvd his Forces, that he had 
no more left than were neceftary for the Defence of 
Conflantinople , when he was attack’d with two potent 
Armies on both Sides, which oblig’d him tc fhut 
himfeif up in the Imperial City, and fend the young 
Emperor Baldwin to follicit in Perlon riffiftance 
from the Pope, and the Piinces in the Weft, which 
was at this time miferably diftrafted by different 
Factions, efpecially by the Guelpbs and the Gib elm, 
who laid wafte all the Provinces, and, tofariatetheir 
Revenge, burv’d one another under the Ruins of their 

miferable Country. 

# 

This made Baldwin meet with many Difficulties in 
his Negociation, which he z a'oufly purfu’d in Rome, 
\n France , and England ; but John, his Futher-in-Law, 
dy’d during thefe Tranfacfions at Conflantinople , after 
he had receiv’d th" Satisfaction of feeing his Enemies 
defeated bv the Venetian:, and when he had govern’d 
as Adminiftrarcr of the Empire feven Years, accord¬ 
ing to fome, tno’ others make it ten, and fame ex¬ 
tend it even to twenty. The Lofs of this Great 


* 

Man would without doubt have prov’d fatal co the 
Latir.s in Cov.fiar.t:r.ctlc % had not fome unhappy Divi- 
fious interrupted the Fricndlhip that had been con¬ 
firm'd between V.it.ises and vizen^ who, in defiance 
oh ail former Oaths and Obligation*, cunningly reco¬ 
ver’d his Daughter he had marry'd to the Emperor's 
Son, and confederated himielf againft him with the 
Isiiu:< \ vthich prov’d of lii Confcquence to Vat acts 
h;s Affairs, and would in all probability have reco¬ 
ver'd from the Greeks all they held in Europe , and 
ihahen their Empire i: fc!f in yf/oz, if fome unfortu¬ 
nate .Vtemfts had not alarm'd the Confidence ot the 
uncondan: slzr: y a:;J reconcil’d him to his former 
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Shortly after this, Azen , having loft his former 
Wife, who was an Hungarian by Birth, marry’d Irene, 
the Daughter of Theodorus Angelus , who had formerly 
ufurp’d the Imperial Honours, and having been over¬ 
thrown by A%en, loft his Eyes by his Order, as we 
obierv’d before, and was now kept in honourable 
Reftraint. This unexpefted and advantageous Alli¬ 
ance produc’d a wonderful Alteration in his Fortune, 
for Azen not only releas’d him, but affifted him in the 
Recovery of Thejfalonica , and all the adjacent Territo¬ 
ries, out of which he drove his Brother Manuel, who 
had govern’d for fome time with an independent Au¬ 
thority in thofe Parts. Being by thefe means in a 
great meafure reftor’d to his former Power, the blind 
prince declin’d the Imperial Title himfelf, but con- 
ferr’d it on his Son John, whom he caus’d to be ac¬ 
knowledg'd and honour’d as Emperor. 

The Emperor John Vataces beheld thefe Tranfa&i- 
ons with a jealous Eye, but forafmuch as Theodorus 
wasfupported by the King of Bulgaria, who was like- 
wife his Allie, he thought he could not at prefent re¬ 
lent it as he ought, and therefore deferr’d it to a more 
favourable Opportunity, which fhortly after waspre- 
fented him ; For Azen dying, left the Kingdom of 
Bulgaria to Callimanus, a Son by his former Wife, 
who being but a Boy was eafily perfuaded by thofe 
of his Court, who were Vataces his Penfioners, to 
renew the Alliance with the Emperor, and to fic ftill 
whillt he faw Fat aces ftrip Theodor us's Son of thofe 
Honours with which his Father had inverted him. 

By a wonderful Dexterity he prevail’d with Theodorus 
to abandon his own Son, and having engag’d the 
Scythians, who not long before had pierc’d through 
B nig ana and fettled themlelves in Macedon, to efpoufe 
his Quarrel, he paft over into Thrace, where he re¬ 
cover’d fuch Towns as were in the Poffeflion of the 
Mock-Emperor, and forc’d him to abjure his Titb, 
and be contented with that of Defpot. 
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By tbefe Means Vataces recover’d feveral Places of 
great Conlirquence, and enlarg’d his Dominions m 
thole Parts j and the young King of Bulgaria dying 
ffiortly after, he expended his Cnnqueits yet farther, 
and gTew almolt as powerful in Europe , as he was in Afia, 
The reti of this adtive Emperor’s Reign 'wnsfpetK 
in the Settlement of his new ConquefT, and in fre- 
quent Expeditions againft thofe, who having once 
own’d his Authority petfidioufly renounc’d it, and 
took up Arms agamft him* in which he was attended 
with his ufual Succefs, leldom or never attempting 

any thing which he did not effect. At length, be* 1 
ing full of Years, as well as Honours, he paid thelaft 
Debt to Nature, after a glorious Reign of thirty 
three Yeais, and when he had liv’d upwards of fixiy, 
leaving the Chara&er of a great Soldier* a vigilant 
Prince, and cmfummare Siacefman, behind him, as 
appears by hi' frequent Vi&orics and luccefsful Ne¬ 
gotiations ’ T’is obfervible of him, that in the Be¬ 
ginning of his Reign he was affable, and ealie of 
Accel's $ but having been once alarm’d by a Confpi* 
racy form’d againlt him, he grew more difficult and 
referv’d, to which he was inft gated by Irene the Em- 
prefs, a Woman of a Temper manly and imperious. 
Tho’ he was an indulgent Mailer, yet was he more 
liberal to btrangers and \mb.tffiadors than his own 
Subjects and Servants, as delinng to be renown ’d for 
his Magnificence abroad rather rhan at home. Af¬ 
ter the Death of bene, who dv’d feveral Years before 


him, he marry'd Ann, the King of Sici!y\ Silter, who 
had in her Servic a Lad\ of an uncommon Beauty, 
call’d M.irceflna , with whofe Love the Emperor grew 
io much enlhar’d, that fhe became ah olute in his 
affections. Wbilft he was in the ^offelhon of this 
Dotage, the tair Favourre reign’d with almoft an 
unlimited Au:horic\, cq.idling the Emprefs in State 
and Magnificence, ^na by Lr exceeding her in her 
Followers and Atu nd.ints $ ’till (training her Power 
too far, the aged Emoeior a: length became aiharn J 
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and his Miftrefs 


w dy’d in the twenty eighth Year of Baldwin 51 . 


Lewis 


i of Henry IK. King of England , A. D. j iff. 

John Ducas Vataces being dead, his Son fW^wTinon 
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\Ufcaris, who was about — ^ “^rics n 

Succeeded him in the Empire. The Beginning of tnis 

'rince’s Reign was remarkable for the Treaty renew’d 
.etween him and the Sultan of Iconium-, to which he 

more readily inclin’d, becaufe he was inform’d that 
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■hid Angelas the Defpot, 


hearing of 


Mi 

his Father’s 


Macedonia 


Jbrace , 
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the Emperor held in Europe to their own Territories. 


Whereupon 


Ada, he pafs’d the Hellefpont 


erful Army, and a£ted with fo much Courage and 
Succeft, that thofe Princes were glad to accept of a 
iPeace upon his own Terms, and reftore whatever 
they had taken from him. Whilft he lay at Thejfalo- Micha 
\m he receiv’d Letters from Nice , informing him Pa, * ol °' 
that Michael Paheologus, whom he had left for hisf^*" * 
Lieutenant in Afea during his Abfence, had fe- t he Turks, 
crctly withdrawn to the Larks-, with which he was 
the more concern’d, becaufe he knew Michael was a 
Man of great Intcreft and Authority, being delcended 
from no lels than five Imperial Families, and well 
veis’d in the Arts both of Peace and War. 

Whilft the Emperor was dreading the Confequen- 

r>\r r\ lr In \xrnc infnrmM rhar A/Iirh'J.pl. 
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had declar’d that what he did proceeded not from a- 
r.y Difaffedlion to the 'emperor, or Ill-will towards 
him, but that he had devoted himfclf to a voluntary 
Exile, to avoid thofe Dangers with which he was 
threaten’d by the implacable Malice of his Ene- 
| mi-s ho fill’d the Emp-tor’s Ears with odious 
Complaints ajjainft him, and rendet’d him fufpefted 
to* is Mailer. 
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Paleeologus was receiv’d with an hearty Wclcomeby 

the Turks at Iconium , where he found the Sultan bu- 
fy’d in his Preparations againft the Tartars , who ha- 
ving driven the Turks out of Perjia y purfu’d their For¬ 
tune, and by their continual fncurfions harafs’d their 
Territories in the lefler Afia^ lying now with a formi¬ 
dable Army at Axara , a Town not far from Iconium. 
Paleeologus had the Command of fuch Greeks as had en¬ 
ter’d into the Sultan’s Pay, with which he did fuch 
Service in the Battel that was fought thortly after, 
that the Tartars had been abfoluteiy defeated, if a 
Turkifo Officer, who had a principal Command in 
the Army, and was nearly related to the Sultan, had 
not revolted in the Heat of the A&ion, and turn’d 
the Fortune of the Day. After this the Tartars rov’d 
up and down without Control, plundering and de« 
ftroying all the Provinces belonging to the Tutks ) 
whiift no one had the Strength or Courage to op- 
pofe ’em. In this Extremity the Sultan fled for Aid 
to Theodoras the Emperor, who granted him fuch Sup¬ 
plies as he could well fparej notwithstanding which 
jhe Tart*the Tartars ftill prevail’d in ali Parts, ’till at length 
(nbutary «they forc’d the Turks to accept of a di [honourable 
^ Tsrtar: .Peace, and become Tributaries to ’em. 

Paleeologus had acquir’d fo extraordinary a Repu¬ 
tation in thefe Wars, that the Emperor earncftly de- 
fir’d to recover fo deferving a Servant, and by kind 
Piirolog-csand gracious Letters, attended with moft iolemn 

Promiles for his Security, invited him home, Wheie- 
upon Palaologus, having fir A uken an Oath of Obe¬ 
dience and Fidelity to the Emperor and his S< n, 
and oblig’d himfelf never to alpire after the Em¬ 
pire, or encourage any Innovations, return’d with 
great Joy home, where he was rclfor’d to the Em¬ 
peror’s Favour, and all his former Honours and Em¬ 
ployments. 

Theodoras had great reafon to exa£h that Oath from 
Palaeiogus , whofe Ambition was almolt equal to the 
Intereft he had in the Empire. The Emperor hinaielt 

declin'd 
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declin’d daily in his Health, and his Son was not then 
fix Years of Age, which were Temptations fufficient 
to try the Temper of a Man lefs afpiring than Pa'ueo- 
kgus, who made it appear ffiortly after how difficult 
it is for Men to be reftrain’d by Oaths, tho’ nevet 
fo folemnly made, when they' oppofe them in their 
Purfuit to Empire. 

The Emperor, perceiving that Death approach’d, 

recommended the Care of the young Prince his Son, 
and of the Empire, to his chief Favourite Muzak , 
and Arfenius the Patriarch j exa&ing at the fame 
time an Oath of Fidelity from the Nobility and 
Principal Officers in his Army. When this was done,77-* imft- 
he dy’d full of prophetick Fears of what follow’d^ 
afterwards, when he had reign’d not three Years 
compleat, according to fome, or as others will have 
it, upwards of four. Some time before his Death 
he took the Monaftick Habit, difpos’d great Sums 
of Money to the Poor, and fincerely apply’d him- 
felf to A&s of Devotion. His Death was ufher’d 
in by a remarkable Eclipfe of the Sun, which wa^ 
fo great that the Stars appear’d at Noon-Day. H© 
dy’d in the thirty third of Lewis IX. King of Francej 
forty third of Henry III. King of England , A. D. 

up. 

Man often by his Prudence can forefee, what it is Miohau 
hot in his Power with all his Care to prevent. Tbeodo- PA '- A0 ^ ®- 
w,before his Death, made thatProvifion for the Se- GU '’ 
curity of his Son and the State, as became a Father 
and an Emperor, but the Will of God was otherwile* 
and all his Precautions were ineffectual. 


Miizaky one of the young Prince’s Guardians, was 

>Perfon of obfeure Birth, but having been educated 
in the Court from his Youth with the late Emperor, 
fie was fo entirely affe&ed to him, that he did nothing * Muzalo; 
Without firft confulcing his faithful Favourite, who 

was a diligent Obfervcrof his Will, a ready Minifter 

of his Affairs,- and the uncorrupted Partner of all his ^ ,V>,?- 
Sicrets. This * Mari, tho’ he worthily deferv’d 
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Truft the Emperor had repos’d in him, was however 

envy'd by the Nobility,who prefumirig upon their high 

Birth, thought the Care and Tuition of the young 

Prince belong’d more properly to fome of ihem, 
This kindled in ’em an irreconcileable Hatred to M tt . 
za!o, and that was follow’d fhortly after by an Aver- 
Con to the unhappy young Prince himfelf. Muzah, 
who was a Man of a juft and ready Apprehenfion, 
foon perceiv'd how difagreeable he was to the difcon- 
tented Nobility} whom therefore having futnmoned 
together, he in a fet Speech reprefented to ’em the 
great Truft had been repos’d in him by the late Em¬ 
peror, how difficult he found the Execution of that 
Truft to be, and how ready he was to refign it to 
fuch of them as they ftiould in their Prudence think 
fit to appoint for the Execution of it. Tho’ this 
was what all of them defir’d, yet none among ’em 
appearing ready to accept of it, they unanimoufly 
agreed no one was fo worthy of that Charge as him¬ 
felf, and therefore they refolv’d it fhould be conti¬ 
nu’d to him. Muzalo, who fincerely defir’d torctire 
to a private Life, and withdraw himlelf from the 
Dangers with which he faw he was threaten’d, op¬ 
pos’d ’em at firft with great Refolution > but when 
all he could fay or do was to no purpole, he then 
once more receiv’d a tolemn Oath from ’em, and fal¬ 
ter’d himfelf to be confirm’d in his Charge, every one 
fwearing to defend and obey the young Emperor to 
the utmoft of their Power, and fupport and protect 
Muzak in the Tuition of him, and the Adraimftra- 


non of the Empire. 

Norwichftanding all thefe repeated Affeverarions, 
they grew in a Moment forgetful of whatever they 
had fworn, and rcfolv’d upon the Death ofhimwhom 
they had juft before declar’d Prote&or of the Empe¬ 
ror and Empire. The Day appointed for this Sacrifice 
to their Envy and Difcontents was that which had 
been defign’d for the Obi!quits of the late Emperor, 

at which time the Cor.ffiirators rerair’d to the Abbv 

* *■ ct 


Chap.V. CVW; Pakto}.W«.Bald.II. Ccnfl. 35.5 

« ~ • * , 

of Sofandra , where Theodoras was to be interr’d, mix¬ 
ing themfelves among an infinite Multitude of Peo¬ 
ple, who had reforted thither, ' as it is ufual at filch 
Solemnities j and in the midft of the Holy Office, at 
a Word given, they with their drawn Swords purlu’dw/j »j«r- 
Muzalo, who, with his two Brothers, Andronicus and^’^ 
Theodoras, had fled for Refuge to the Altar, where they 
were moft inhumanly maftacred: And tho’ the Ma¬ 
trons appointed for Mourners fled away in great Con- 
fufion, yet thefe Butchers forc’d the Monks, who were 
flying with the reft, to return and finifh the bloody 

Obfequies. 

Muzalo being thus barbaroufly remov’d, Arfenitis 
was left foie Guardian to theyoung Prince. This Pre¬ 
late was a Perfon of great Learning and Integrity, t tic 
having from his Youth led a retir’d contemplative Life, 
was a Stranger to State-Affairs, and the Management 
of an headftrong ungovernable People ; wherefore he 
call’d thofe very Perfons to Council, who had corn- 
plotted the Death of his Collegue, with whom he 
confulted what was to be done in that Exigency. 

In this Council it manifeftly appear’d of how much Pabeologus 
Power Palceologus was among’em ; to him they directed«//><«*> 
all their Difcourfes, and fix’d their Eyes on Him, as a 
Man the moft proper, for hisWifdom and Experience, 
to be entrufted with the Care of the young Prince, 
and the Management of the State. The Patriarch had 
fotne time before made him Pay-mafter of the Army* 
by vertue of which Trull he had a mighty Treaftire at 
Command, and was by that means able to oblige fuch 
As he thought would prove the fitteft for hisPurpofe* 
and with the firft Opportunity favour his ambitious 
Defigns. He was therefore upon this Occafion una-^;, ,tt- 
nimoufly declar’d Protector of the Prince and Empire, clar'd Vrs- 
and by that means invefted with fo large a Power , uiior - 
that he wanted nothing but the Title of Emperor. 

This extraordinary good Fortune might have fat if¬ 
fy’d any Man of lefs afpiring Thoughts than Pal.-eolo- 
&is. That the World might fee how werthy he was of 

A a 2. thofe 
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thofe Honours to which he was advanc’d, by a timely 
Care he check’d the Infolence of Michael Angelus, Dc- 
fpot of Epirus^ who prefuming upon the Diftra&ions 
of the State after the Death of the late Emperor, and 

being fupported by the King of Sicily and fome other 
of his Allies, had enter’d with a powerful Army into 

Macedonia and ‘Thrace , burning and deftroying all be* 

fore him. Palaologui fent his Brother John at the 

Head of a confiderable Body of Forces againft him, 
who was attended with fo much Succefs, that Micha¬ 
el after a great Lofs, was forc’d to retire into his 
own Territories, leaving the Flower of his Army 
dead behind him. 

TheReputation of this confiderableService ftrength- 
en’d the Authority of PaUologus , who apply’d all to 
the perfe&ingofhis own ambitious Dcfigns. He had by 
this time fo far prevail’d upon the good Opinion of 
th« People, efpecially fome of the moll powerful a* 
mong the Nobility and Clergy, that he was with a 
general Applaufe faluted Emperor j and tho’ the Pa¬ 
triarch Arfenius was in no manner confenting to what 
had been done, but threaten’d at firft ro Excommu¬ 
nicate both PaUologus and his Adherents, yet was he 
at length either periuaded or terrify’d into a Compli¬ 
ance, and having firft exa&ed an Oath of Refignati- 
on when the young Emperor fhould be of Age, he 
tr.i rrcTrwJcondefcended to Crown Michael whom he would 
Emtercr. h ave t h e World efteem as Emperor only in Truft, and 

A. D. as a Guardian accountable to another, fo foon as he 
iz 6 o. fhould be in a Capacity of demanding that Account 

from him. 

W hatever the good Patriarch’s Dcfigns were, PaUo- 
l:zus made it appear, in the Event, that he had othei 
tlurgs in view, and that he intended to enjoy that as 

his own, which Arfenius would be thought to have 

conferr’d upon him only asaProxy. Being thus fer 

tied ard confirm'd in his new Authority, he apply’C 

himtllf not only to the Security of his prefent Pomi 

nions. but to the Recovery of luch others as had for 

rnerb 
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mcrlv belong’d to his Predeceflbrs. Among thofe who 
had been taken Prifoners by his Brother John in Mace¬ 
donia was the Prince of Peloponnefus and Acbaia , who 
having marry’d Michael Angelo's Daughter, was by 
vertue of that Alliance drawn into his Quarrel j this 
Prince was brought Prifoner to Nice , immediately af¬ 
ter the Coronation of PaUologus , and that Emperor 
would not be prevail’d upon to releafe him,’till he had 
deliver’d up to him Sparta and two other Cities of 
great Confequence in Peloponnefus ; all which being 
efteem'd very fcrviceable to his future Defigns, were 
committed to the Care of his Brother Confiantine, a vi¬ 
gilant and experienc’d Officer, who ftiortly after reco¬ 
ver’d fevcral other Towns from the Latins, and by de¬ 
grees reduc’d thegreateft part of Peloponnefus . When 
this was done, the Emperor in Perfon pafs’d with a 
great Army over into Thrace , with a defign to lay 
Siege to Conftantinopk it felf j which when he perceiv’d 
it was a thing too extraordinary to be at that time at¬ 
tempted, he laid Siege to theCaftle ofPera-, theCon- 
queft of which he knew would prove of dangerous 
Confequence to the Town it felf. Here he met with 
fo vigorous a Refiftance, that after he had beenfeve- 
ral times repuls’d, he found himfelf oblig’d to retire} 
but before he return’d home, he took Care fo effeftu- 
ally to difpofe his Soldiers in Garrifon up and down 
in thofe Parts, that Conjlantinople was in a manner 
block’d up, and the Inhabitants fo reftrain’d by the 
Incurfions which Paheologus' s Soldiers made up to the 
very Gates of the City, that in a fhort time they 

were reduc’d to the greateft Extremities, being, a- 
mong other Neceffities, oblig’d to burn fome of the 
moll beautiful Houfes in the City for want of Fewel. 
Paiteologus , in the mean time, return’d to Nice, where 
be continu'd forming new Defigns, ’till Michael An - j} 

p’s rais’d frefh Troubles in the Weft, and Chance 
prefented him with an Opportunity of obtaining 
what with all his Care he had not been able to effedft. 
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Paheolops made Choice of Alexius Strategppulus, a 
Man of great Nobility", and who, for his extraordi- 
nary Services, had been dignify’d with the Title of 
C/e'or, to command againft the Defpot, fending with 
him no more than eight hundred Bithynian Soldiers, 
but gave him a Commifiion to raife more in his 
March, and Orders, as foon as he had pafs’d the 
Sfreights. , to take his Way through the Suburbs of 
Cc>:[:M:!ir.(pk, on purpofe to terrifie the Latins t 
whom he was willing to confine, if pcflible, within 
their Walls, and by frequent Alarms to keep ’em ftill 

upon their Dutv. 

The fortunate Alexius encamp'd with his handful of 
M-n at a Place call’d Rcgium , not far from Confianti- 
tsopif, where he accidentally met with fome poor La- 
bourcis (Ire As by Nation, by whom he was inform’d 
of the C 'edition the City was in, that a great Body 

of the Latin were gone under the Conduft of a 
yourg Vf'.euvu Nobleman to the Siege of Daphnufia , 
a Town lying upon the Euxine Sea, that the Garrifon 
was very weak and ill provided, and that it wotild be 
no difficult Matter to iurprize it, offering themfelves 
at the fame time to be his Guides. Thefe Men liv’d 
within the City clofe to one of the Gates, near which 
was an old Mine, which afforded a fecret unfufpect- 
cd Entrance, unknown to all but themfelves: Here 
they promis’d Alexius to receive in fifty of his Soldiers 
by Night, who having firfl fecur’d the Watch,might 

force open the Gate, and prepare an Entrance for the 
mi of his Armv, engaging at the fame time to pro¬ 
vide a powerful Aililtance for ’em among their 
Friends in the City. The Thing appear’d fo reafo- 
nable, th at Alexius promis'd himfelf an undoubted 
Succefs; having therefore highly commended the 
Men for their hone ft Zeal in the Service of their 


Counrrr. he difmiis'd ’em with liberal Gifts, and en¬ 
courag'd : em with large Prcm fesof what they were 
to expect hr-::af:cr 5 and immediately prepar’d to put 
that Deilgn in Execution, which had been fo happily 
concerted. ’ftf 
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’Tis wonderful to confider in what fatal Security 
Baldwin, the Latin Emperor, liv’d at that time in Con- 
Rantinople, tho’ he was furrounded with Enemies, who 
had difmember’d his little Empire, and left him Ma¬ 
tter hardly of any thing but the Imperial City it felf. 

His Poverty was equal to his Security, for it had re¬ 
duc’d him to the Neceffity of felling the publick Or¬ 
naments of the City, and pawning his own Son to fome 
Merchants of Bruges, for the Support and Maintenance 
of his State. We may add to ail this, that he was a 
Man of little Courage and lefs Authority, contemn’d 
as well by the Latins as the Greeks, all which contri¬ 
buted to the Revolution that immediately follow’d. 

The Night appointed by the poor Greeks being 
come, Alexius chole out fifty of his mod refolute Sol¬ 


diers, who, according to the Agreement between 
’em, were admitted by their faithful Guides into the t c : on '. 
City, where having {lain the Watch, who were in no 
manner prepar’d for fuch an Encounter, they forc’d the Latins, 
the Gate open, at which Alexius enter’d with all his 
Army, and a little before Day caus’d the City to be 
fir’d in four fcveral Places at once, to the great Ter¬ 
ror and Amazement of the Latins > who concluding 
the Numbers of their Enemies to be much greater 
than indeed they were, had no Courage either to 
extinguifh the Flames, or oppofe the Greeks', who be¬ 
ing join’d by their Countrymen within the Walls, 
fill’d every Street with Blood and Slaughter. In this 
general Confufion the defencclefs Emperor, percei¬ 
ving the Hand of Fate againft him, fled with Jufti- 
nian , the Latin Patriarch, and fome other of his 
Friends, by Sea, firft to Eubrea, and afterwards to 
Venice , quitting the Imperial City to the Greeks, after 
it had been fixty Years in the Hands of the Latins, by 
whom it was purchas’d with lefs Honour than it was 
loll with Infamy. This happen’d in the fecond Year 
ot the Emperor Michael Palceologus, the thirty fifth of 
Lewis IX. of France, and forty fifth of Henry 111 . 

King of England, A. D. 12.61. 
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T H E Reduction of Confiantinople was an Event fo 

confiderable, and at the f»me time fo little ex- 
peered bv PaUoi^us, that he give no Credit to him 
who brought the hr ft Exprefsot it > but when frequent 
Meficngers arriv'd with Difpitches to the fame pur- 
pnfe, and he had receiv'd Letters from Alexius him- 
feif, with a particular Account o: it, then he enter¬ 
tain’d i: with a Satisfaction fuirable to the Occafion, 
and order'd publick Thanks to be return’d to God* 
m which the Emperor himlelf, the Senate, the Cler- 
, and the People, affifled with great Solemnity and 
Devotion. 

When this was done, he prepar’d to remove with 


gy- « 


Conjl 


zop.c, 


exil'd xMajefty or the ancient Byzantine Empire to the 
Corf:-:.::- Place of its Nativitv ; accordingly having fettled his 

Affairs at Aw, he fee forward with his Lmprels, and 
Andror.icus his Son, at that time but two Years ot 
Age, and being arriv’d near the City, he march’d as 
in fo’emn Proccftion, and enter’d it on Foot by the 
Colder: Gate, where he again return’d publickThanks 
to God 3 which being ended, he diligently furvey d 
the Imperial City, and beheld in it the tyrannical 
Marks of a long 2nd miferabieCaptivity. The Mag- 
mficent Pulaces of his Predecdforr, the ftately Dwel¬ 
lings of the g. cateft among the Byzantine Emperors, 

] ty now in Ruin', neglected and defac’d. Time had 
devour’d many cf the capacious Buildings, and the 
Fire, and other unavoidable Accidents ot War, h a d 
J-ltro\*d more. Thefc Objects allay'd in the Em- 

J J peror 
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peror the Senfe of his prefent good Fortune, and 
kindled in him a Defire of re-edifying that City, 
which had been formerly the glorious Miftrefs of the 

Eaft- 

But neither this nor any other Thoughts could di¬ 
vert him from paying the Honour due to Virtue and 
Deferx \ he look’d on Alexius as the Reftorer and Re¬ 
deemer of his Country * wherefore having cloath’d 
him with Robes of Honour, and plac’d a Crown, lit¬ 
tle inferior to that he wore himfelf, upon his Head, 
he order’d him in a folemn and pompous Triumph to 
be condu&ed through the City} and made a Decree, 
that for the Year next enfuing Alexius 's Name ihould 
be join’d with that of the Emperor in all Hymns, and 
Prayers of Thankfgiving. And that he might per¬ 
petuate the Memory of fo great and glorious an 
A&ion, he commanded his Statue to be erefted on a 
beautiful Marble Pillar before the great Church of 

the Holy Apoftles, that Pofterity might know what 

Alexius had done for the Delivery of his Country. 

His next Care was to cleanfe the City, and re¬ 
move from it thofe Hills of Rubbilh which choak’d 
up the Streets, and lay like Monuments of its Dif- 
grace, and the Triumph of its Enemies * and know¬ 
ing that, tho’ the chief of the Latins were gone with 

their Emperor, yet the greateft part of their Mer¬ 
chants and Artificers remain’d behind, whofe Indu- 
itry might prove beneficial and advantageous to the 
State, he aflign’d unco ’em the City of Galatia , now 
call’d Per a , together with feveral peculiar Privileges, 
which encourag’d ’em to be eafie and chearful under!»- 
his Government ; as for the Imperial City it felf, he habitants. 

fuffer’d very few to fettle in it but what were natu¬ 
ral Greeks. 

Hitherto Palteologus's'R.eign had been attended with 
fuch a Succefs as might in forne meafure deferve the 
Title of Great, which was afterwards conferr’d upon 
him *, and as yet he had done nothing that could 

Slacken his Reputation fince his Advancement, but 

the 
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the Means by which he had attain’d unto it. But 
Tealoufie is too often the infeparable Companion of 
Ufurpation, as it now appear’d evidently in Pa!aologus\ 
who tho’ he had attain’d to a greater Degree of Hap* 
pinefs than ever he could reafonably have expe&ed, 

tho’ he was too powerful to fear any Competitor, and 

reign’d univerfaliy in the Hearts of his Subje&s, yet 
was he continually awaken’d with Fears and Appre- 
henfions, forming Dangers where none could arife, 
and dreading thofe Calamities, his guilty Confidence 
fuggefted to him he had deferv’d. 

This Temper in PaUolcgus forc’d him upon fuch 
Meafures as very much fully’d that Chara&er which 
otherwife would have appear’d more beautiful and 
lovely. Theodoras Lafcaris , the late Emperor, had 
four Daughters, the two elded: of whom were mar¬ 
ried to Michael , Defpot of Epire , and Conjlanting 
King of Bulgaria •, who having, in the beginning of 
his Adminiltration, appear’d difaffeefced to him, in 
his Opinion iuftify’d his Sufpicions : Wherefore he 
thought it prudent fo to difpofe of the other two, 
as that they might adminifter no Caufe of Diftruft 
to him accordingly he marry’d ’em to two Eating 
Men of no Birth or Intereft, and who confequently 
were unable to create him anv Trouble. When this 
was done, the diftruiitul Ulurper, forgetful of all 
former Obligations, and an utter Stranger to Nature 
and Hu manuy, the better to fecure to himfelt and 

his Poftcrity the Sovereignty of the Empire, being 

unwillirg or afraid to kill him, cruelly caus’d the 
•<‘young Prince’s Eyes to be put our, whom he at firli 
/ had honour’d as his Sovereign, and afterwards refpefied 
as his Colleguc. 

This bloody Fact, Which Palaeologus defign’d for 
bis Security, expos’d him to many Dangers and Ca- 
1 am rues : For Theodora, Sifter to the young Prince, 
and :hc K ng of Bulgaria's Wife, ceas’d not with her 
Sigh 1 , her Tears and Prayers, to incite her Husband 
to Revenge j and he, being fupported with abor 
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twenty thoufand ’Tartars, who lay then upon the Ifler, 

broke fuddenly into the Emperor’s Territories, and 

over-ran all Thrace with fo great Violence, that the 
w hole Country was in a manner deftroy’d before Pa- 
leologus could be inform’d of their Preparations. He 
was at that time engag'd in a War againft theDefpot 
of Epirus in Thejfaly, and had unavoidably been taken 
by the Bulgarians as he was returning home, had he 
not efcap’d in a Veftel that accidentally put in to Wa¬ 
ter, and landed him fafe at Confiantinople 5 where tho* 
be publickly prefum’d to return Thanks for his De¬ 
liverance, yet his late Barbarity had provok’d the 
Divine Vengeance, and in time involv’d him in fuch 
Difficulties as hardly any of his Predeceflors had been 


expos’d to before him. 

He look’d on the Prince of Epire, 


Bulgaria, 


his irreconcilable Enemies 1 


and King of 
1 he was no 


lei's afraid of Charles King of Skily, a Prince of great 
Power and Reputation, whofe Son having marry’d 
the Daughter of Baldwin, late Emperor of the Latins 
in Confiantinople , was continually follicited by that 
Prince for his Reftoration: He knew how unable he 
was, without feme Foreign Afliftance, to oppofe 
thefe Powers, fhould they unite aeainft him ; and 


thefe Powers, 


having obtain’d 


fhould they unite againft him > and 
i the Empire by indirect unlawful 


Means, he was every Hour afraid of lofing it. 

And that nothing might be wanting to aggravate 
the Difcontents of this Emperor, Arfenius, the Patri¬ 
arch, was fo worthily incens’d againft him for his 
Treafon and Baibarity, that he had the Courage to Vor tobkh 
excommunicate him, and all thofe who had been hisexcom 
Accomplices in his late Cruelty to the young Prince 
and tho’ Pahxtologus earneftly.petition’d him for kve-/ r ^ r ‘ h _ ^ 
ral Days together to have the Excommunication to¬ 
ken off, yet the Patriarch perfifted with fo much 
Courage, that the Emperor found himfelf oblig’d | 


to call a Synod of Bifhops, 


toon’d to appear, 

the F.mnrrnr l-iarl 


Arfe 


to anfwer fome pretended Crimes 


Emperor had to alledge againft him > and when 

the 
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the undaunted Prelate refus’d to anfwer theSutmn 

* 

he was formally depos’d, and Germanus 
of Adrianople , was fubftituted in his Place; of whic 
in a ftiort time he grew fo weary, that he volun 
rHy refign’d, and made way for the Advancement o 
another, who orov’d more con 


pkx’d Emperor 


plaifant 


Shortly after this the Venetians rigg’d out a powerful 

Fleet for the Recovery of thofe Iflands in the Mgm 

Sea, which PaUologus had feiz’d immediately after the 

Redu£tion of Conflar.tinople •, whereupon a War 
menc’d, and was continu'd beween them and the 
Emperor for feveral Years together, during which the 
Venetians prevail’d fo mighrily againft him, that had 
not cht Gcnoefe been perfuaded to afllft hin 
been oblig’d to quit the Imperial City, for which the 
Pope v as o ffended at the Genoefe, that he proceeded 
to an Excommunication againft 
rJtlur:J Thefe Difficulties, with which he faw himfclffur 


he had 


em. 




* - w * 




me-xz.e 

Trends, 


rounded on every fide, made Palceologus haveRecourfe 
to a Remedy which in the End prov’d fatal to him and 
the Empire, v tiich like m old difeas’d Body hallen’d 
now to a Difi.'iution. That he might the better di¬ 
vert thofe Troubles which threaten’d him from the 
Weft, where the Pope, the lace Emperor Baldwin, the 
King of Sicily, and rhe Venetians, were combin’d a- 
gainft him, he fent his Ambafladors to Urban IV. then 
Pop 

Dominions to the Latin Church, provided the Pope 
would undertake to fhelter birn from the Storm which 
feem’J ready to difehargeit felf upon him. Purfuant 
A. D. to which, in the Council of Lyons . which was cele- 


or 


Rome, offering to fubmit himfelf and all his 


i 


brated in the Year izytf, either in Perfon, 


tl 

u 


t / 


£\e- 


t-* exu e 


as fbme 

H.:: have written, or rather by his Ambaffadors, he made 

a formal Submiffion, admitted the Latin Ceremonies 
into the Churches of Greece , and acknowledg’d the 
Supremacy of the Pope. But when he undertook to 
introduce and fettle this Reformation in his Domi- 

e P.itriuch quitted his Poll, and for- 
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fi r ,ig rhe City retir’d into a Monaftery near the 
}) jo > andthe reft of the Clergy, offended at thefe 
I. uions, openly inveigh’d againft ’em in their 
S'; s, and put both the City and Country into 
(uui a Ferment, that PaLcologus found he had rais’d 
fuch Troubles at home, as were equal or more dange¬ 
rous than thole of which he had been apprehenuve 
from abroad j which provok’d him to proceed with 
great Severity againft thofe who appear’d the mod ob- 
ftinate, imprifoning fome, banilhing others, and tor¬ 
turing the reft * whereupon the Refule of the People 
nn in great Numbers into Ptloponnefus , Tbejfaly , Acbaia., 
and even as far as Colchos , and where-ever elfe their 
Fears drove, or their Humours led ’em } where they 
difgrac’d that Religion for which they pretended they 
were perfecuted, difagreeing among themfelves, ad¬ 
hering fome to Arfenius , fome to Jofeph, and others, 
who grew the Heads of Sefts, deceiv’d themfelves, 
and deceiving their Followers. 

This threw the Empire into a fort of Convulfion, 
and the Emperor was fo incumber’d with his Domc- 
ftick Troubles, that he had notLeifure to provide for 
the Tempeft arifingoutof tbeEaft, where he fuffer’d 
the Turks to gain Ground daily upon him, whilft his 
whole Care was apply’d to the retraining his Subjeds 
in their due Obedience at home. 

And yet, notwithstanding he had in fo folcron a 
manner united himfclf to the Church of Pome, and by 
the Troubles that enfu’d thereupon feem’d to deferve A. [), 
the Favour and Protection of that See, yet was he, a 1281. 
little before his Death, excommunicated by the Pope, He >, 
for having contributed to the Mafiacre in Sicily , call'd tommumca~ 

the Sicilian Fefpcrs $ to which he was induc’d by hisp ^ 1 * 
ancient Hatred to Charles , King of that llland, and 
therefore join’d againft him with Peter of Arragon , his 
Competitor •, PaLsologus thinking all Means lawful that 
ferv’d to difarm an Enemy, and preferve to L m'elf 
that Authority, the maintaining of which had thrown 
him upon fo many unwan anuble Courfes. 


At 
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At length, broken by Age, and opprefs’d with 
Cares, he finifh’d his unhappy Life, and mor^ un¬ 
fortunate Reign, not far from Liftmachia , as he wa? 
arming againft John, the Prince of Thejfaly , whtt.by 
his fitquent Rebellions an4 ftnifter Practices had gi¬ 
ven him no fmall Trouble during his Reign. Hs- 
ving ask’d the Name of the Place he was at when 
firft he was taken ill, and receiving for Anfwer rh«t 
it was call’d Pachomium, he with a deep Sigh declar’d 
God’s Judgments were juft againft him, for that he 
had not long before put an innocent Man of that 
Nap'e to Death, becaufe he had been inform’d that 
on p p a:hor,:ius was to be his SuccclTbr. 


Th r ’’ i his Prince was nobly born, tho’ he was of 

a Majeftick Prefence, an obliging Temper, and a 
great Encouragtr of Learning ; tho’ he was Mafter 
of -11 t^e Qualities requifite in a compleat Soldier, 
and hmfh’d Statefman, yet was he but in one Thing 
truly h .ppy during the whole Courfe of his Reign, 
which was the Recovery of Conflantinople : In other 

Matters he was as unhappy as moft of his Predecefibrs, 
if we confider either his private Troubles or the Cala¬ 
mities he brought upon the Empire > the Divine Ven¬ 
geance fecmir.g to purfue him with an inflexible Se¬ 
verity, f>r hi- execrable Treafon and Barbarity. His 
uicotnmm Wgi ficenceand Liberality gain’d him at 
frit the Love and Eiteem of all his Subj.dts, but his 
ft. aaiefui Subnrfilon to the See of Rome , and the Per* 
feru i >n that afterwards enfu’d thereupon, render’d 
hi-n io deteiied by ’em, that Andronicus , his Son and 
S icceffor, ?h ugn: he c^uld nor in the beginning ok 
his Kcign i^ro.jimend himfelf by a more popular Act 
to hi- Sjbjc£ts. tfun by denying his Father not only 
thole Funeral Honours due to deceas’d Princes, but 


ev- ii the Kites of Chiiltian Buiial. It maybe Paid 
cf :- i Emperor^th^c as hardly any of his Predecefibrs 
involv'd themlelvcs in greater 1 roubles, fo none oi 
t ] cm i ’pporred ’em with a greater Courage and Pre- 
fence of Mind, even then enlarging the Border? of his 


Dominions 
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Dominions when he was labouring under almoft in¬ 
operable Difficulties. Palaologus dy’d in the twenty 
fourth Year of his Reign and fifty eighth of his Age, 
the thirteenth of Philip furnam’d the Bold, King of 
France, and the eleventh of Edward King of England 9 
jn.Dotn. 1283. 

Michael Palteologus being dead, his eldeft Son, An- A. D. 
Ironicus , fucceeded him in the Empire, which he held 1283. 
longer and govern’d more unfortunately than his Fa- A NDROM- 
ther, laying a Foundation in the beginning of his Cus l1. 
Reign for thofe innumerable Calamities which befel 
him afterwards. His Father left two Sons more be¬ 
hind him, the elder of which was call’d Conjlantine , 
and the youngeft Pheodorm ; Conjlantine was furnifh’d 
with all thofe Gifts of Nature which beautify a defer¬ 
ring Prince, and by his courteous obliging Behaviour 
had render’d himfelf the Darling of the People. This 
made him better belov’d than his Brother by the late 
Emperor, who once thought of preferring him to the 
Succeffion j and when the Confideration of Birth¬ 
right had prevail’d with him to the contrary, he then 
propos’d to difmember great part of Ahejfaly and Ma~ 
adonis from the Empire, and declare him Prince of 
it with an abfolute independent Authority. This ’tis 
thought he would have effe&ually done, had not 
Death prevented him j however he affign’d him fuch 

large Revenues as anfwer'd the Grcatnels of his Mind, 
and enabled him with an unlimited Bounty to oblige 
his Favourites, Followers aud Dependants all which 
concurr’d to render him at firft ungracious, and af¬ 
terwards fufpe&ed to his Brother. This ill Difpofi- 
tion in the Emperor towards him being obferv’d by 
his flattering Courtiers, they endeavour’d to improve 
it, by reprefenting to him the Dangers he ought to 
apprehend from a Perfon fo popular, whole great 
Bounty was a manifeft Argument ot hisambicious De- 
figns. Conjlantine was then in Afia, where he had in 
many Battels overthrown the Turks , and courageoufly 
defended the Frontiers of the Empire, This ulfo was 

alledg’d 


i 
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alledg’d againft him by his Enemies at Court, who 
by their perverfe Infinuations mifapply’d his Virtues 
to his Ruin, and by degrees rcprefented him fo dan- 
erous to the Emperor, that Andronicus thought it con- 
fted with his Safety to pafs over in Perfon into Afu 
and opprefs him before he could be provided for his 
own Security. This was eflfe&ed according as the 
Emperor had defign’d it, for the unhappy Prince was 
fuddenlv feiz’d, and thrown into Prifan, with all his 
chief Favourites, among whom was Michael Strati>y 
pulus , the Son of that famous Alexius who recover’d 
Conftantinople from the Latins in the laft Reign, and 
was for that Reafon defervedly efteem’d by the late 
Emperor, a Man inferior to none throughout the 
Empire for Wealth, Honour and noble Exploits. 

The Misfortune of thefe brave Men prov’d that of 
the Empire, for now the Soldiers, having none left 
to command ’em, negle&ed their Duty, and left the 
Frontiers as a Prey to the ‘Lurks , againft whom the 
Emperor fent Alexius P hilanthropenus and Libadark ; 
who were to fupply the Place of his Brother and Stn- 
tepopulus. Philanthrope mis was then in the Flower of 
his Youth, and had been a fortunate Captain, but he 
was vain and ambitious: Libadarius was an old expe- 
rien<^d Soldier, but jealous of his Honour, defigning 
and revengeful. Tbo’ they were both Men of Part', 
and fit for the Truft the Emperor had repos’d in ’em, 
yet an unhappy Mifunderftanding that arole between 
’em prov’d taral to the Empire. Libadarius had the 
Government of the Cities of Ionia committed to him, 
and the other the Charge of the Frontiers upon the 
Banks of the Meander, where his frequent and fuc- 
cefsfui Engagements with the Lurks highly impro¬ 
ved the Reputation he had before acquir’d in Arms, 
which ferv'd only to make him more bountiful and 
courteous to all thofe who had Occafion to apply M 
him. This made him popular, and infpir’d him with 
pernicious 1 houghts, which in the Ifiue proved bis 

Deftruction. He had a good Number of Cmuhot 

Soldiers 
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Soldiers that ferv’d in his Army, who knowing the 
ofnirinff TemDer of their General, and hopine to 


hoping to 


raife their Fortunes by his Advancement, fug^cfted 

ftrange Matters to him, and reprefenting to him the 
jealous Fears of the Emperor, which had been the 
Deftru&ion of his own Brother and Strategopul'us, and 
the private Practices of Libadarius againft him, per- 
faaded him that it indifpenfably confided with his 
Safety to afliime the Imperial Purple which after fe-Philan- 
veral Conflicts with himfelf, he was prevail’d upon th , ro P emM 

1 1 ujtsrpi, 

to do. ... 

Libadarius , who had a vigilant Eye over him, ac¬ 


quainted the Emperor with his Proceedings, who im¬ 
mediately commanded him to ufe all poffible Means 
to fupprefs him, declaring him a Traitor, and fetting 
a Price upon his Head. Had Alexius mov’d direftly 
againft Libadarius , he had in all probability been too 
ftrong for him j but he imprudently diretted his Arms 
againft Theodoras , the Emperor’s Brother, who be¬ 
ing inftru&ed by his Brother Ccnflantine's Misfortunes, 
liv’d a private but pleafant Life in Lydia , far froth 
the Ambition of the Court, and fo unable to have 


created the Ufurper anyDiverfion. In the mean time 
Libadarius , being fupply’d with a Confiderable Sum 
of Money which he rais’d in thofe Parts, recruited 
his Army, which in time grew more powerful than 
that of Alexius-, and when all things were ripe for 
ah Engagement between ’em, he lo far prevail’d with 

the mercenary Candiots , to whom he made bountiful 
Prefents, and large Promifcs of future Preferments, 
that juft as the Battel was joining they deliver’d Alexius and h fuf 
bound to Libadarius, who put out his Eyes, and kept P rr f s ' J - . 

him in Prifon, ’till the Emperor’s farther Plcafure 


was known. 


Tho’ this prov’d of a moft unhappy Confequence 
to the Empire, as will appear hereafter, yet were o- 
ther A&ions of this Emperor in the Beginning of his 
lEign no Ids prejudicial to it. He thought to allay 
the Troubles of the Church by revoking whatever his 

B b Father 
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Father had done, and reducing all to the ancient 
Forms} but they who had before conform’d to the l«c 
Emperor's Pleafure, and receiv’d the Latin Cuftonn, 
Hill defended the fame with great Obftinacy again!! 
the contrary Fa&ion, who being now countenanc’d 
by the Emperor, arrogantly infulted thofc whom 
they accounted fond oflnnovations. This reviv’dthe 
Schifin of the Church, and created great Animofitk* 
in the State, whilft the Turks in the mean time pre¬ 
vail’d on every fide, and not only extended their Ter¬ 
ritories in Afia, but conquer’d feveral of the Iflandt 
in the Mediterranean. For Andronicus , by an unfea- 
fonable Piece of good Husbandry, had dilcharg’d all 
his Seamen, who now receiv’d Pay from his Enemies, 
and laid up his Ships; being perfuaded by his flat¬ 
tering Courtiers that the Maintenance of his Fleet 
created a needlefs Expence, and that the Money might 
be apply’d to ether Ufes of more Benefit to the Pub- 
lick: By which means the Turks grewabfolute Mailers 
at Sea, ar.d the Pirates infefted the Coafts, to the 
utter Ruin of Trade and Commerce: So that every 
thing concurr'd to haflcn the Dcftrudtion of the 

Empire, which began now to be unavoidable. 

The Turks prevailing every Dav more and more in 
the Emperor found it neceflary to maintain a 
ftrong Army againft ’em ; but fince the Rebellion of 
Pbilanthropenus he grew fo jealous of his own Subjects, 
that he repos’d a greater Trull in Strangers, whom he 
encourag’d and entertain’d in his Service, to the great 
Detiiment of the State. Among thefe was Ronzerius , 
Captain of a (frong Body of Spaniards , who having 
ferv’d formerly in the Wars between the Kings of Si- 
nr, and ATiM;, offci'J now his Mercenary Troops to 


rhe Empeior, who gladly receiv’d him, and gave hi 
his Niece in Mintage, and lhoitly after honour’d li m 
with the Title of 6V fending him to the Relefof 
Pkiludclphi.i, at that tune duiely befieg’d by th e Turks. 
T his Service he perform'd with great Succels, fo" be- 

fidcs his own Spviinr^ he had the Left of theGr^ 

Soldiers 
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hcrtne By their. Neighbours, the European Tartars, were 
fufffcr’d td pstfi the Ifler with their Wives and Chil¬ 
dren and receiv’d the Emperor’s Pay. 

When RotezMlis had perform'd this considerable Ser- 
tree, and the Grieki and Maflagetes were return’d 
hoihe, he rov'd up and doWn the Emperor’s Territo¬ 
ries in AJla, Which he Rafted at his Fleafure, and di- 
refted his Forces again ft thole he had been lent to 
relieve; alledgihg that he was oblig’d to let his Troops 
live ac Difcrccion, ’till they had receiv’d the great 
Arrears due to’em from the Emperor: Upon this 

Pretence the poot People were barbaroufly treated 
every where, the Men were tortur’d ’till they difeo- 
ver’d their hid Trdafure, their Wives and Daughters 
raviih’d, and all was fubjeA to the Rage and Lufto? 
thofe diffoltite Vagabonds j at which the Emperor 
was highly incens’d, and beheld his Subje^ Calami- 1 
ties with an ineffe&ual Pity, for his Coffers being- 
empty, he Was unable to redrefs ’em. 

When Rtinzerius had thus pillag’d the Territories ini 
Afia, and fcatter’d Defolation alf around him, he re¬ 
turn'd with all his Forces into Europe , and quartering 
the reft of his Army at Cetllipolis, he march’d with two 
hundred of his Men to Michael , the Emperor's eldeft 
Son, whom he had lately affociated with him in the 
Empire, lying then at Oreftias in Thrace, to demand 
his Pay, or rather extort it from him with Threats. 
Michael had been juftly provok’d at his Behaviour in 


J / I 

Mf.a, and was now fo incens’d at his infolent Carriage, 
that his Guards Hew him, and moil of his Followers,/^ by tbt 
the reft flying with the News of what had beendone y° Hn g Em - 
to their Fellows at Callipolis , who were fo enrag’d at? ir0Ti ° rJ 
the Death of their General, that they firft flew all the m ‘ 
Citizens, and then fortify’d the City, breathing no¬ 
thing but Blood and Defiance. 

The Mifchiefs that enfu’d hereupon arc incredible, 
far part of ’errs manning out eight Gi us robbed all 


JB b i 


the 
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the Merchant-Sbips in the Streights, and had reduc’d 
Confiantincple it felf to the laft Extremity, if they had 
not been encounter’d and deftroy’d by a Fleet of 
Genoefe. In the mean time thofe who had been left 
behind in the City, finding themfelves hard prefs’d, 
and expe&ing every Moment to be aflaulted by the 
The Turk'young Emperor Michael , refolv’d upon a Thing the 
f r fi c-W/V mo ft f ata i t hat could happen to the Empire, for they 

call’d the Turks into their Affiftance, and, together 
with them, deftroy’d all the adjacent Country,bring¬ 
ing in whole Herds of Cattle at a time, together 
with their Keepers. 

This was the firft time the Turks were call’d into 
Europe , and gave a Beginning to thofe endlefs Mi- 
feries with which Chriftendom has been afflicted e¬ 


ver fince, and is one of the mod fatally memorable 
Events that happen’d during this Emperor’s Reign. 

Thefe Mifcreants grew at length fo confident as to 
T:i -E-r.u- venture a pitch’d Battel with the young Emperor 

rjr.ujw MirbzeJ, which, after he had perform’d in Perfonall 

that could be expeftcd from an experienc’d Captain 
and valiant Soldier, having his Horfe (lain under 
him, he loft, and was entirely routed : For the Map 
fageies, and feme other Auxiliaries that were in his 
Armv, upon the firft Charge retir’d and flood at 
a Diftance, as idle Spc&ators. Michael himfelf e- 
feep’d with much Difficulty to Didymothicum , where 
the Emperor then lay, who receiv’d him very graci- 
r.ufly, but check’d him for expofing himfelf, and ad¬ 
venturing his Pcrfcn fo far. 

The Spaniard:, after this Victory, with their con¬ 
tinual Inroads inrefted not only the Sea-Coalts, but 
the Inland Ccunuy of Thrace , laying ail wafte before 
’em. When they haJ, like L culls, devour’d the Fat 
cf the Land, and found it impoffible for ’em to fub- 


fift any longer 
had ihut ’em o 
winter'd, and 


in thefe Parts, perceiving the Emperor 

nr of M.i"d. r.ia, wheie they had lately 
whither they prepar’d to return, they 

pafs’d 
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pafs’d the prodigious Mountains of Olympus, Pelion and 
OJfia, and pierc’d into the Plains of Thejfialy, and at 
length, after long Marches and bloody Confli&s, they 
feated themfelves in Attica, having brought innume¬ 
rable Calamities upon the Empire, and firft taught 
the lurks the Way into Europe. 

At the fame time that the Spaniards prepar’d to in- The Turks 
vadc Thefijaly, thofe Turks feparated from ’em, and be- a 'T roy ! ! Je 
ina then about one thoufand three hundred Foot, 
and eight hundred Horfe, they offer’d the Emperor to 
depart quietly home, provided they might be tran- 
fported with all their Subftance into Afia-, to which 
Andronicus, who reflected on the great Mifchiefs they 
had already done his Provinces, and willing to be 
cas’d of fo troublefome a Burden, readily condefcen- 
ded, and gave Orders for their Tranfportation ac¬ 
cordingly. But the Imperial Officers and Soldiers, 

obferving the great Spoil they had gather’d in the Em¬ 
peror’s Provinces, and were now going to tranfport 
into Afia , to the eternal Infamy, as they thought, of 
the Roman Name, they undertook a thing neither ho¬ 
nourable in it felt, Andronicus having given his Word 
to the contrary, nor eafily to be effected j for, allur’d 
with the Hopes of fo rich a Booty, they neither made 
the necefTary Provifions for ’em in their March, nor 
provided ’em with Ships when theycSme to the Hel - 
kfpont, but prepar’d to fall luddenly upon ’em, and 
deftroy ’em. The Matter was not manag’d with fo 
much Secrecy, but the Turks had timely Intimation of 
it, wherefore feizing on a flrong Caftle that flood in 
thofe Parts, they prepar’d vigorouily to make it good 
againft thofe who had contriv’d their Deftru&ion, 
and fent immediately over for Affiftance from their 
Countrymen in Afia , which was accordingly fent 
cm. When this was done they wafted the Country 
ail about by their frequent Excurfions, and grew too 
powerful for the Officers that commanded in that 

Country. 

* 
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thefe Proceedings he rais’d a ftrong Army, which en- 
creas’d by Multitudes of Country People, who flock’d 
to him with their Spades, Mattocks, and other Ru- 
flick Inflruments, with which he clofely befieg’d ’em, 
The Turks were at firft fo terrify’d at his Approach, 
that they look’d on their Deftru&ion as inevitable* 
but when they beheld the Diforders of the Greeks, 
who obferv’d no Difcipline, but in Confidence of 


the 



oils of 

9 

ealth 


their Enemies, then, having 
and Women, with whatever elfe they judg’d unne- 
ccflary in the Fight, they fally’d out with no more 
than eight hundred chofen Horfe, and fo aflonifh’d 
the unwary Greeks , efpecially the rude undifeiplin’d 
Boors, that they fled in great Diforder, and were fol¬ 
low’d by the reil of the Army, who left the Empe- 
ror's Treafure, the Imperial Enfigns, and all their 
Baggage behind ’em. 

This Defeat reduc'd the Emperor to the lafb Extre¬ 
mity* for the infolent Turks laid all Thrace wafte, and 
grew fo powerful in that Country, that the Inhabitants 
tor two Years together were confin’d within their 
wall’d Tow ns, not daring to ftir out to Till their 
Ground, ard lo labour’d under all the Calamities that 


J 


often inflidts upon a guilty Nation. 


The Emperor in the mean time found himfclf unable 
to protect ’em, and tho’ he earneflly follicited Crain 
P.incf of Service , his Son-in-Law, to aflilt him, yet 
: hi: Prince exprefs’d fo great an Indifference in the 
Caufl, that their Miferies grew inexprcflible. At 
length P biles PaUnlojus, a Man nearly related to the 
Em; -cr, highly piovok’d at the infolent Barbarities 

ft tic Turks , d r fir'd he might have leave to chaftife 
’ This r vian feem’d chofen by God himfelf for 


that purpofe; he had from his Youth been bred up 
sr Court, and was conlequently a Stranger to the 
A. i r ; of War, and was moreover of a weak Conflitu- 

ti a, iickiy, and infirm 


On the other hand, he was 


exem 
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exemplarily remarkable for his upright Dealing, and 
Integrity of Life* and was withal fo devout, that he 
often fpent the greateft part of the Day in his Pray¬ 
ers at Church. With thefe Qualifications Pbiles un¬ 
dertook the Defence of his Country, and having 
rais’d a faiall Army be took care in the firft Place to 
eftablilh a good Difcipline among his Soldier*, whom 
he carneftly exhorted to Temperance and,Sobriety j 
he allur’d ’em by frequent Donatives, encourag’d ’em 
by pathetick Speeches, and us’d all means neceftary to 
prepare ’em for the Service to which they were de- 
fign’d. When he thought he had modcll’d ’em accor¬ 
ding to his own Dcfires, he march’d at the Head of 
this chearful Army againft the Turks, and encamp’d 
on a large Plain near a little River call’d Xerogipfum , 
being inform’d that a great Body of the Enemy were 
to return that way from Foraging. He had not lain 
here two Days before he receiv’d Advice that the E- 
nemies, laden with Spoil, were approaching, and that, 
having difpos’d of their Captives and the rich Booty 
they had taken among their Carriages, they were 
preparing for an Engagement. Philes , having mar- and are o- 

ihall’d his Men, gave the Word, and the Fight began ™ rthr *g™\ 
with great Fury on both fides, the Turks fighting forp^^J^f 

the Prefervation of what they had been purchafing,g U s. 
and the Chriftians engaging not only for the Reco¬ 
very of what they had loft, but for their Religion, 
their Liberties and future Security. The Chriftians 

at firft had the Advantage, ’till he who commanded 
the Right Wing of the Army hadhisHorfe kill’d un¬ 
der him, which forc’d him ro retire out of the Battel, 
to the great Amazement of the Chriftians, who 
thereupon began to give Ground to the Turks that 
prefs’d with redoubled Fury upon ’em. Philes in the 
mean time urg’d his Men to renew the Charge, and 
with earned Prayers invok’d the Divine Aftiltance \ 
ar did the Captives, who were divided between Hope 
and Fear, and lay cxpe&ing the Event of the Battel. 

At length Philes , follow’d by the mod refolute of his 

D b 4 Men, 
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Men, ■wheel’d about, and in a manner furrounded the 
Barbarian Horfe, whilft the Foot broke in upon the 
main Body, and put ’em to a fhameful Rout. The 
Chriftians purfu'd their fugitive Enemies to the En¬ 
trance of the Cbcrfonefe, where Pbiles encamp’d, and 

with five Gallies fent him by the Emperor, and eight 

which the Genoefe of Peru brought to his Afliftance, 
kept the Streights fo fecurely guarded, that ’twas im¬ 
portable for the Parks to receive any Afliftance out of 
jlfia. About the fame time Pbiles his Army was 
ftrengthen’d with two thoufand Horfe out of Servia , 
by which means the Turks were fhut up both by Sea 
and Land, having nothing to recur to but their ufual 
Valour, and were fo weaken’d by frequent Aftions, 
that they began utterly to defpair. Wherefore carting 
away their Arms in the dead of Night, and taking 
with them all their Gold and Silver, which they had 
in great Plenty among ’em, they made down towards 
the Sea fide, with a Defign of yielding themfelvcsup 
to the Genoc A from whom they expedted more Mercy 
than from the Imperialiits, becaufe they had never 
been provok'd by ’em. Notwithstanding their Pre¬ 
caution, manv of ’em, in the Confufion of the Night, 
fell unawares among the Greeks , who flew ’em all 
without any Compaiflon. The Genoefe kill’d fuch as 
brought the Money with them, left if they werefuf- 
fer’d to live, they might in umedifeover it to the Greeks ; 
the reft they hound in Chains, fending fome to the 
Emperor, and reierving thofe remaining as Slaves for 
themlclves. By this means Europe was for the prefent 
deliver’d from the Turks , to Pbiles his great Commen¬ 
dation, and no Iris Joy of the Emperor. 

nfrer this the Court enjoy’d a fhort Repofe, and 
the Subjects of the Empire began again to tafte the 
Delights of Peace ; but ytndromeiis^ who had been fo 
Img cxercus’d in Foreign Troubles, became involv’d 
about this time in Domeftick Embroilments, which 
rurfu’d him to his Grave. Michael , his eldeft Son. 
v/ho wasbisCompanion in the Empire, had two. Sons, 

Jnd) ■.' 
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Jrtdronicus and Manuel , and as many Daughters, the 
eldeft of which was marry’d to the Prince of Epire , 
and her Sifter to the Pi ince of Bulgaria. The Prince Androni- 
Andronicus , tho’ exceedingly belov’d by the old Em- Cus the 
peror, was a Youth diftolute and intractable, provor" 
king both his Father and Grandfather by a thoufantj malices. 
Extravagances to reprove him almoft every Day. 

Among other Frolicks, he frequently vifited in the 
Silence of the Night, a Lady, the Infamy of whofe 
Life highly difgrac’d the Dignity of her Birth, and 
who being likewife admir’d by another Gallant, the 
Prince imagining him to be the greater Favourite? 
had refolv’d to remove him, and therefore apfft>|fted 
fome Ruffians to watch him as he was going to vifit 
his Miftrefs, and to difpatch him. It happen’d that 
Mattel, Andronicus's Brother, went that way that very 
Night, with little or no Attendance, in queft of him, 
and was miftaken in the Dark by thofe Murderers, 
who gave him two or three mortal W cunds, of which 
he dy’d in a few Days after. This bloody Outrage 
exceedingly affliCted the old Emperor, who forefaw, 
hom the prefent Temper of the Prince, what was 

like to follow •, and when the Report of it was brought 
to his Father, who lay then at Thejfalonica , he dy’d 

of Grief. 

The Sorrow the Emperor conceiv’d at thefc- heavy 
Misfortunes were much improv’d by the Behaviour of 
the young Prince, who grew every Day more extra¬ 
vagant and dangerous •, aflcciating himfelf with Men 
of fadiious unruly Spirits, who fought nothing more 
than to improve the Diltempers of the State. Among 
thefe was Syrgiannes , a Man politick and powerful, 
who having been formerly imprifon’d by the Empe¬ 
ror for fome ambitious Defigns, tho’ he was now re¬ 
concil’d and entrufted by him, yet he preferv’d in his 
Memory the Senfe of his Difgrace, and retain’d a 
deep Rcfentment of it. With him was join’d John 
r . v.;tacuzenus , ‘Theodoras Synadchus, and Alexius Apocau- 
‘ r ) the two firft, Men of great Honour and Credit 

with 
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with the Emperor, to whom they had long profc&’d 
an inviolable Friendfhip ; the other inferior to the 
reft in Quality, but equal to ’em in a krgencfs of 
Underftaoding, and a confuromare Experience in Af¬ 
fairs of State. Thefe Men found the young Prince a 
$ubje&proper for their Defigns, whom they infpir’d 
with a Thirft of Power, and by frequent Retnon- 
ftrances endeavour’d to render him difaffe&ed to his 
Grand-father. They prevail’d by their Arts fo ef- 
fe&ually upon b»m, that at length they drew him in* 
gn ji in to an avow’d Rebellion againft the aged Emperor. 
c-’-v4;a Ciniacuz&iuSy in the Hiftory he has left us, endeavour} 
*** r - to this Proceeding in the young Prince ; but 

he is to be read with Caution, for he is allow’d on 
all Hands to be notorioufly partial. If the Emperor 
defrgn’d to deprive him of the Succeflion, ’twas no 
more than his licentious Youth had deferv’d j and no 
Provocation whatever could juftifie his taking up 
Arms againft his Sovereign. Cantacuzenus and Syrgi- 
MKrtes hid procur’d to themfclves the Government of 
Jlich Towns and Provinces as they judg’d would be 
moft conducive to their Defigns, where they mufter’d 
Soldiers, provided Armour, entertain’d Strangers, and 
appointed thofe Men to the Government of the Ci¬ 
ties, who they knew would be rood faithful to ’em. 
All this was colour’d with the popular Pretence of 
providing for the Security of their Country againft 
the frrupcions of the Tartars , and the Defigns of the 
Ticrhi for which their generous Care they were high¬ 
ly applauded even by the unwary Emperor himfclf ; 
who having heap’d many Obligations upon ’em, 
thought they could not be fuch Villains as to betray 
him. In the mean time the young Prince was pri¬ 
vately inform’d of all their Proceedings, and advis’d 
what Meafures he was to take, that he might under¬ 
hand a 3 t in Conjunction with them. 

His Faction in the City improv’d every Day, and 
there were fome Hot-fpurs among ’em, thar made him 
entertain Thoughts againft the very Life of his Grand¬ 
father; 
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utter •, who_ perceiving that he was become irre¬ 
claimable, relofv’d, as the Jaft Repnedy, to reprovp 
him openly before the Patriarch and the chief of the 
Nobility and Clergy j and if he found he perfifted 
flili in his Contumacy, then to have him committed 
to Prifon, and by that means prevent 
Attempts for the future. 

Of this the young Prince receiv’d private Informa¬ 
tion, and therefore when he was fent for to the Pa¬ 
lace, he went attended with a great Number of his 

Followers and Favourites, who were for the moft part 
privately arm’d, between whom it was agreed, thap 
if the Emperor appear’d too fevere in his Reproofs, 
or offer’d any Violence to his Grand-fon, that then 
upon a Signal given they fhould rufh in with their 
Swords drawn, and haying kill’d the Emperor, place 
the young Prince in tne Imperial Seat. When the 
Patriarch, the Nobility and Clergy were met, and 
the young Andronicus appear’d according to his Sum¬ 
mons, the aged Emperor mix’d fo much of the Fa¬ 
ther with his graveReprehenfions, and reprov’d him 
in fo tender affe&ioqate a manner, that he drew 
Tears from all that were prefenr, and wrought fo 
powerfully upon the Prince himfelf, that he appear’d 
aiham’d of his Follies, fell at his Grandfather’s Feet, 
who rais’d him with a Kifs, and promis’d an entire 
Submiffion for the future. After which, the Prince 
having engag’d to attempt nothing hereafter againft 
the Emperor, and the Emperor promis’d that he 
would appoint no other to fuccecd him in the Em¬ 
pire, they both parted with all the vifible Demon- 
ftrations of a fincere Reconciliation. But when the 
Prince came out to his Accomplices, who plainly 

forefaw that an Union betwixt him and his Grand- 

^ « * 

lather would be their Ruin, they exclaim’d againft 
him in mod bitter Terms, as one who had betray’d 
his faithful Friends, and expos’d ’em to the Fury of 
an incens’d Prince, who was become their Enemy 
for no other Reafon but their Love and Fidelity to 

him. 
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him. Hereupon the Prince, who, among other Mat 
ters, had promis’d the Emperor to difeover the Namq 
of his evil Counfellors, fent for Tbeodorus Metochiti 
the Emperor’s chief Minifter, and inftead of peri 
forming what he had undertaken, urg’d h ; mtodc 
the fame good Offices with the Emperor for them, 
as he had done before for him •, which when that 
Minifter refus’d, but adjur’d him to withdraw h ; mfc]| 
from the Society of thofe Men, who having bioken 
their Faith given before to the Emperor, wouldlike- 
wife in time betray him, he thruft him from him 
with Indignation, and falling in a Moment from his 
former Resolution, he again fuffer’d the old Compa¬ 
nions of his Follies to refort to him, and entertain’d 
the fame pernicious Thoughts he had done before: 
Of which when the Emperofc was inform’d, he at 
length refolv’d to fuppreis him before he grew too 

his Refolutions to none 
who inftantly inform’d 


owerful, communicating 


the Prince of it, and he fled with his Accomplices, 
the Night before he was to have been apprehended, 
and efcap’d to Adnanople. Cantacuzenus takes no no¬ 
tice of this Trealon in the Patriarch, but afligns 
fome other Circumftances, which induc’d the young 
Prince to fly, w[iom he takes care on all Occafions 
to vindicate and excufe. 

It was a fatal Overflight in the Emperor, that he 
not only fuffer’d, but forc'd thofe Great Men who 
were of the Prince's Party out of the City, upon 
Pretence of fending them to their Governments a- 

broad j 

Reaton fo to do, the young Andronicus would not 
have met with that Afliftance he afterwards found 
from Syr*:annes, Cantacuzenus, and the reft, who lay 
with a itrong Body of Forces at Adrianople ready to 

receive him. 

The old Emperor, being advertis’d of the Prince’s 
Flight, commanded him immediately to be proclaim’d 
Traitor*, proiei;Vd him and all his Adherents, andre- 


whereas had he fecur’d ’em, as he had juft 


nun 


ir’d 



Chap. VI. CIX. Andronicus II. $8i 

quir’d a new Oath of Allegiance from the Inhabitants 
o {Conftantinopk: Whilft, on the other fide, the Prince, 
finding himfelf at the Head of a powerful Army, fo 
effectually manag’d the leading Men in Thrace, that Greg, 
the whole Country in a fhort time revolted to him vf j ch r,m 
by which means his Forces receiv’d fo confiderable an ** 
Jncreafe, that in a few Days he was able to detach a 
diffident Number of Horfe and Foot, under theCon- 
du6t of Syrgiannes , who were to attempt Conftantino- 
ple before the Emperor had recover’d himfelf, and 
whilft the Citizens lay under a general Confternati- 
on. Syrgiannes march’d with fo much Expedition, and 
the Emperor found himfelf fo unable to oppofe him, 
that he was perfuaded to endeavour at an Accommo¬ 
dation, and therefore fent Theoleptus y Bifhop of Phila¬ 
delphia , a Man of extraordinary Reputation for Wif- 
domand San&ity, to the young Prince, together with 
Irene his Mother, who, like another Volumnia , was 
to deprecate her Son’s Indignation, and avert the 
Storm with which he threaten’d his Country. Syrgi- 
annes receiv’d both the Bifhop and his Mother with a 
Rcfped that was due to the one and the other, and 
waited on ’em to the young Prince lying at Orefiias j 
where, after feveral Difputes on both fides, it was at 
length agreed, “ That the Empire fhould be divided, AnA z r "- 
‘ that the Prince fhould have all Thrace from Chritfo- f J Je 
“ polis to Rhegium , and the Suburbs of C onjl ant inople Emperor 
“ for his Share j that his Followers fhould enjoy with- ar ‘d d.» 

“ out Moleftation,fuch Lands as he had conferr’d upon Vrmct >. 
cc ’em in Macedonia : And that, on the other Hand, 

“ the Emperor fhould retain all the reft of thelmpe- 
“ rial Dominions, having the Honour of receiving 
“ AmbafTadors, and treating with Foreign Princes. 
Cantacuzenus faith that this Treaty met with many Dif¬ 
ficulties, that all the young Prince’s Friends diffuaded 
him from any Agreement with the Emperor, and that 
the Army was hardly reftraia’d from aiTaulting Con- 
fantinople. Certain it is the young Prince’s lntereft 
was very great, not [only in the Army where he was 

abfolu'.e, 
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abfolote, bift tfreri iti the ftftp^rial City it fcif, wherS 
fevenl PerfonS df A ft6Hoixi urrejrfte Spirit Wffe dfcfi* 

rous of a Revolution. Thtri waS the Rofnan EtSj|>ir£ 
as our Authors ftill had the Vanity to call it, diVidda 
between the two Princes, tho’ at that time it contain^ 


do more in Ei&tpe than Tbrar&, Maadon, Thejfaly, Ah'p- 

ca, Solatia , Atarnania, with ; the Wands m Pelop&foitfvt, 
Lemnos, Chios , Lesfos, arid fome others. As for the 
Territories in AJia, they Were for the thrift part' do- 
ring thefe DivirionS fwallow’d up by the Turks, Who 
i" rhe Year 1517 took from tHe Rb'Anns the City of 
Pr-.ifa in Bithynia , under theConduil of Ottorhad, who 


flO')U r t 


upon 


had abftain’ch atti 


la : d r’-'e Foundation of that ftuperidous 
which his SuccefTors afterwards attain’d. 


This Agreement between the two Princes was of no 
long Continuance, for Syrgiannes obferving that, nof- 
with (landing his many Services, and extraordirhry 
Zeal for the young Prince, he had not that Interefl in 
him he expe&ed, but that he was entirely govern’d 
by Cantacuzenus , who rul’d with almolt an abfoluto. 
Authority, he began to confider how he might be're- 
veng’d on the ungrateful Prince, by whom he thought 
himfelf fo ill rewarded for all his former Services. 


Wherefore having ftrff by Letters full of Submiffion 
prepar’d for his Reception at Conjiantinople , he fled 
brought to thither, and reconcil’d himfelf to the Emperor. This 
t*tbr.£. renew’d the War on both rides, and brought frefh 

Troubles upon the Empire* for the Emperor fenthis 
Son Conftantint by Sea to Thejffalorrica , where he 
took upon him the Government of Maccdon , from 
whence he was order’d to invade the Prince on one 


fide, while Syrgiannes at the Head of fomc Turks, 
who had enter’d themfelves into the Emperor’s Pay, 
aflaulted him on the other. The Prince, feeing him¬ 
felf in a manner inclos’d, fent Synadenus to defend 
the Frontiers of his Empire towards Conjiantinople , 
undertaking in Perfon to encounter or circumvent 

his 
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bis Uncle. Confiantine in bis Paffagc had feiz’d ofifam 
tke Prince’s Mother, whom he lent Prifoner to COM- 
puitintpU i at which the Prince was highly exalpe- 
nted againft him, indfct a Price upon his Head, pfo- 
mifing a great Reward to thofe who fhould bring 
him, alive or dead, into his Prefence. At the Cache 
lime he order’d a Report induftrioufly to be fpread a- 
broad of his Grandfacher’s Death, and fome there 
were who had the Confidence to relate that he was 
(lain in a Tumult atConfiamimfle^ of which they werh 
Eye-witnefles. This Report, and the Profcriptions 

that were out againft him, fo alarm’d ConftwtftK) that 
he broke up, and retir’d in great Confteriwtiofl to 
fbef*l<niica> where he receiv’d Letters from the Em¬ 
peror, with Orders to apprehend five and twenty of 
the chief Citizens, and fend ’em Priforters to ConfteM- 
Unofle. Tho’ thefe Letters were deliver’d with great 
Secrecy, yet thePerfons concern’d receiv’d timely In¬ 
timation of the Danger they were in, and ftirr’d up 
the Inhabitants to their Affiftance j whereupon the 
whole City was in an Uproar, and the Mob feiztftg 
on Confianttne , carry’d him Prifoner to the young 
Prince his Nephew, who wich much Difficulty pre- 
ferv’d him from the Violence of his Soldiers, and la¬ 
ved his Life, tho’ he fhortly after committed him to 
a Prifon more inlupportable than Death it felf. 

Shortly after this the Turks , who ferv’d under Syr- 
mnne :, toeing either terrify’d at the young Prince’s 
Succefs, and the Reputation he had in thofe Parts, or 
privately prevail’d upon by him fo to do, quitted the 
Service and retir’d home, at the fame time that the 
Me of Lemnos revolted to him-, with which, and his 
Son’s Misfortunes, the Emperor was fo touch’d, that 
fie defir’d nothing more than Peace. Wherefore ha¬ 
ving releas’d Xene , he fent her to the young Prince 
SerSon at Rhegium^ with Propofais for an Accommo- 
Nation ; and that Princefs acquicted her felf fo hap- >lC 
fily of her Commiffion, that the Peace was in a few 
ihys reftor’d, and her Son went to meet his Grand¬ 
father 
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father before the Gates of the City, where there w 

many high Expreffions of Duty and Refpedfc on t 
one lide, and of Tendernefs and AfFe&ion on the other 
After which the Prince went frequently into theCit* 
to vific his Grandfather, and an entire Confident 
feem’d to be eftabliih’d between ’em. 

How fincere the young Prince was in his Pacifica.] 
tion he made appear by his future Practices* which 

Cantacuzenus endeavours to juftifie by the Provocations 

he affirms he receiv’d from his Grandfather. How- 

4 

ever it were, tho’the old Emperor had granted himall 
he demanded, tho’ he had fuffer’d him to be crown’d 
with bimfelf in the Temple of St. Sophia, and allow’d 
Ann of Savoy , whom he had lately marry’d upon the 
Death of his firfb Wife Irene, to be crown’d likewife 
fhortly after, yet the ambitious Prince, impatient of a 
Rival, refolv’d at length to remove his aged Grand¬ 
father, that he might reign without a Partner. In 
order to which he enter’d into a Treaty with Micbatl 
Prince of Bulgaria, his Brother-in-Law, whowasto 
make a Diverfion in Servia, if that Prince fhould move 
to the Emperor’s Affiftance j in Confidcration of 
which the young Andronicus was to pay him a conli- 
derable Sum of Money, and deliver up to him fever 
Cities bordering upon his Territories, fo loon as he 
had recover'd the Empire. 

When this was done, the Prince feiz’d on the pub- 
lick R evenue in Thrace, and being encourag'd by fre¬ 
quent Meflages from fome of the principal Inhabitant? 
of Conlantintp'.e, he march’d towards it, pietending 
i: was to fee his AmbafTidors, that he was fending to 
the Sultan of Egypt, embark with a Retinue fuitable 
to their Character, at that Place. In the mean time the 
old Emperor receiv’d an Information of all Proceed¬ 
ings and Defigns, from one who, in Dereftation of lo 
foul a Tie alon, h’ad deferred the young Prince, and 
fled over to the Grandfather. He thereupon font 
Meflengcis to him, forbidding him to enter the City, 

reach of 


accuung 


ot nun i felt Treafons, and his 


ti 


u 
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the late Peace fo folemnly fworn to, and confirm’d on 
both fides. After this he fent and defir’d the Afliftance 
of Crales , Prince of Servia , and gave Orders td his 
Lieutenants in Macedonia , is foon as they had receiv’d 
the Supplies to be fent ’em by that Prince, to march a- 
gainft the young Emperor j who, on the other fide, 
iflii’d out his Ediftsin all Parts of the Empire, even in 
Conftantinople it felf, wherein he proclaim’d a general 
Releafe of all Taxes and Impofitions, and promis’d an 
Augmentation of the Soldiers Pay, by which means 
he exceedingly ftrengthen’d his Party * and arriving 
at Rbegium, requefted by his Ambaffadors to the old 
Emperor, either that he might have Leave to come 
into the City, according to the League that was be¬ 
tween ’em, or that he would fend out to him fome df 
the Ir^jabitants of the greateft Reputation for their 
Wifdom and Authority, to whom he might freely de¬ 
liver what he had to offer, both to his Grandfather 
and the People* at the fame time he defir’d the Empe¬ 
ror not to give Credit to thole Court Sycophants, 
who incens’d him with their malicious Lies and Infor¬ 
mations againft him. The Emperor was exceedingly 
perplex’d at this Demand* he knew his Prefence in 
the City, where the People were fo generally well 
inclin’d to him, would endanger a Revolc* and if any 
were fuffer’d to go out to him, he was afraid they in 
the end would create a Tumult and Sedition, for he 
was fenfible his Grandfon would do all he could firft: 
to gain them, and by them the reft of the Citizens. 
However, after fome Deliberation, he thought the lat- Cantac.'’ 
terPropafal had the leaft of Danger in it, fo that four 
and twenty of the principal Inhabitants, to whom 

fome others were join’d afterwards, where diimifs’d to 
Rbeginm , to hear what the young Emperor had tofay 

in his own Vindication, and alledge againft his Grand¬ 
father. Thefe Men were very gracioufly receiv’d by 
■dndronicus^ who having firft allow’d ’em fome time to 
re pofe themfelves, told ’em in a publick Affembly 

Summon’d for that purpofe, That bad not his Grand-fa - 

Cc tber 
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tktr beenprepoffefs'd to his Prejudice, there would new hv. 
been that Difference there was at that Day between 'em, nr 
Jhcuid he have had fo juft an Occafion of Complaint agaiy 
him. Then he proceeded to recount how carefully k ( 
had obferv'd the Agreement that had been made between 'm ) 
and , on the contrary , in how many things his Grand-fatbtt 
had infring'd it •, in Confirmation of which he produ¬ 
ced feveral Letters written by the old Emperor to Cm. 
les Prince of Serwia, and others, which he had inter- 
cepted, and now urg’d as convincing Arguments a- 
gainft him. His whole Speech was manag’d with fo 
much Art, that they who were fent in the Emperor’i 
Name to accufe and reprove him, abfolv’d him in 
their own private Opinions, and recommended to him 
the Care of the Publick. After this he difcours’d 


with ’em feparately in private, and omitted ^othing 
whereby he might gain ’em to be his Advocates, not 


only with the Emperor, bur, what he more earned- 
Jy defir’d, with the People. Accordingly at their 
Return the) highly commended his generous Beha¬ 
viour, his Inclinations to Peace, and his Rcadinefsro 


comply in any thing reafonablc with the Emperor. 

The Behaviour of the People hereupon convinc'd 
the Emperor how juft he had been in hisConje&ures; 
for they could not now be reftrain’d from declaring 
openly their Inclinations to him, and railing at the 
prefent Miniftry, hardly fparing the unhappy Empe¬ 
ror himfelf} who dreading the tragical Effects of a 


popular Fury, fummon’d the Patriarch and the reft ot 
the Clergv, to confuk with 'em what was to be done 
an that Exigency. When they were affembled he told 
’em, he was ready to quit the Umpire, if he could be per - 
faded it might be dine with his own Safety, and the God 
of the Publick-, but that he had great Rcafon to difiruft both 
the good Nature and Capacity of the young Emper or, whom 
h: had tenderly low'd from his Youth, had endeavour d u 
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ffickednefs, to ondeavoar to fedaitH him by their Ecdefia- 
fiual Cenjires, to promtmce him tmvorthy of the Empire, 
tend exclude him from the Communion of the Faithful. To 

thismoftof the Bifhops prefent contented, and agreed 
that he fhould be no more nam’d in the Pravtrs of 


tyt 

the Church, ’till he had learn’d to conform himfclf 
more fubmiflively to the Pleafure of the Emperor. 
The Patriarch and fome others, whofecretly Favour¬ 
ed the young Prince, feemingly confented, but after 


Meetings 


together 


of the Bells, pronounc’d the Sentence of Excommu¬ 
nication againft all fuch as prefuin’d to omit the 
Name of the young Emperor in their publick Prayers, 
or rob’d him of the Honoursdue tothelmperial Dig¬ 
nity: For which unwarrantable Aft, and rebellious rbe VatrU 
Proceedings in the Patriarch, he was, by the Emperor’s arch con ^' 
Order, confin’d to the Monaftery of Mangana. m EmJ* 
When the young Emperor, lying at Rbegmm, wasrer.^ 
inform'd of what had pal's’d by Letters from his Friends 
in the City, he march’d towards ic at the Head of 
thirteen hundred choice Men, and being come with¬ 
in fight of the Walls commanded his Army to halt} 
whilll he, attended by Cantacuzenus, and about thirty 
Soldiers, rode up to one of the Gates to be admitted, 
and defir’d to have a Conference with his Grand-fa¬ 


ther. They who flood as a Guard upon the Walls re¬ 
turn’d him no other Anfwer, but that it was the Em¬ 
peror’s Pleafure he flmuld depart, as abhorrirn: all 
Convocation with a Rebel and Traitor. Some pro¬ 
ceeded yet farther, and having revil’d him •:. 1, mnft 
bitter Language, drove him with Stones from the 
Walls-, upon which protefting his own Innocence 
he charg’d his Grand-father with all the Calamities 
that were to follow, and march’d back with his Ar¬ 
my to Selybria , a Town upon the Propontick, and from 
thence into Macedonia , where his Forces took mod 
of the ftrong Towns and Caftles, together with the 

Wives, Children and Treafure of thol’c. who ftill con- 

C c x tinu’d 
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tinu’d faithful to the old Emperor» they themfelvei 
fhortly after falling into the lame Hands, were con¬ 
fin’d to feveral Prifons in thofe Provinces. In the mean 
time the young Emperor, being advertis’d from his 
Friends in Thejfalonica , that there wanted nothing but 

his Prefence to reduce the City to his Obedience, 

the People being generally inclin’d to him, he march’d 
Cmtac. with great Expedition at the Head of fuch a Num¬ 
ber of his Forces as he judg’d fufficient for his Pur- 
pofe; and tho’ he who commanded for the old Em¬ 
peror did all he could to preferve the Place in its 0 - 
bedience to him, yet he was hardly inform’d of hij 
Approach, before, his Friends beheld his Enfignsfrom 

the Walls, and forc’d thofe who were prepar’d to op* 
pofe him to retire into the Caftle, out of which the 
young Emperor,who was immediately receiv’d into the 
City, drove’em, after a vigorous Refiftance. 

*hc is */- This wonderful Progrels in the young Emperor’s 
ffiiih ^Affairs exceedingly perplex’d his Grand-father, who 
Bu: g lx: ' once thought of courting hisGrandfon to a Peace, 
in5 ’ and was preparing his AmbalTadors accordingly, when 

he receiv’d a Med age from Michael , Prince of Bulga¬ 
ria, with Offers of Aid againft the young Emperor 
hi* Nephew, which Andronicus readily accepted, and 
the Matter was tranfa&ed with fo much Secrecy, 
that the Management of it was emrufted ro no more 
than two or three of his moft experienc’d Friendsand 
Confidents j notwithftanding which the young Prince 
had Intimation of it, and having defeated a Body of 
T*; the Emperor’s Forces near the River Melanes , he 
y.ihttii march’d in great hade towards Conjlantinople , to pre- 
iichtu.’,. vent, if poffible, the coming of the Bulgarians'. For 
intiC ' he was upon juft Grounds afraid, left they, finding 

the City in a weak defencelefs Condition, ftiould ei¬ 
ther kill the old Emperor and feize it themfelves, or, 
what he thought altogether as bad, (hould bring him 
fo powerful an Affiftance,as might enable his Grand¬ 
father to keep him out. He fent a MefTenger with 

Letters to the old Emperor, in which he offer’d him 

all 
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all imaginable Submiffion, told him how much Reafon 
he had to fear thofe foreign Troops, and advis’d him 
to be cautious how he rely’d up»n ’em, left he put 
it intotheir Power to fubvert the State, and attempt 
fomething prejudicial to both their Lives and Dig¬ 
nities. This Remonftrance came too late, for three 

thoufand Bulgarian Horfc-men were arriv’d, to the 
great Joy of Andronicus , who however remembring 
what he had formerly fuffer’d from foreign Troops, 
admitted no more than the General and 1'ome of his 
Friends to come into the City, but quarter’d the 
reft in the Suburbs. 


When the young Prince faw he could not prevail A. D. 
with the Emperor to difmifs ’em, he endeavour’d 13 z8. 
himfelf to draw ’em off, and prevail’d fo effe&ually vho depart 
with his Prefents to their General, that they inclin’d*' the y°^i 

to his Propofals} and after their chief Officers had sMctiatim, 
been magnificenly entertain’d by him they broke 
up, and return’d into their own Country. Cantacu- 
zenus faith they were recall’d home by their Prince, 
who having been feverely reprov’d by the young 
Emperor, for arming his Subjects againft bis Friend 
and Allie, and hearing that Prince’s Army was un- 


Walls of Conjl 


iflu’d out his Orders 


immediately for their Return. 

The young Emperor, having thus remov’d the 

Bulgarians, was intent apon what other Meafurcs he 
was to take, when two Watch-men of the City fled 
fecietly to him, and undertook to betray it into his 
Hand', provided they receiv’d the Rewards they pro¬ 
pos’d for their Encouragement j which being readilv 
granted, and the Hour for the Performance prefix’d, 
they who were appointed to that Service provided 
ihemfelves with Ladders of Ropes, which when the 
Time appointed came, the Traitors, having firft 
made their Companions upon the Watch drunk ,and he 
drew up about Midnight, and faften’d to the Topj«*«Con- 
of the Battlements, by which eighteen Soldiers, or 

rather more, according to Cantacuzcnus , well arm d 
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mounted the Wall, and broke ope* that which wa* 
call'd the Roman Gate, and fo open’d an Entrance 
for the young Emperor, who inffead of meeting 
with any Oppofiuorr from the Inhabitants, was with 
repeated Acclamations faluted Emperor. Tho’ Gregp. 
ras his Hi dory appears no great Friend to the young 
Emperor, as having been bred up in his Grand* 
father’s Court, yet upon this Occasion he highly 
commends his Moderation and Humanity, he tell* 
us that the Prince, afcfihing the Viftory in the ffid 
place to God, gave drift Orders to all his Officers 
and Soldiers, at the Peril of their Lives, to abftaiu 
from violating in the lead either by Word or Deed 
the Majelly of the old Emperor, his Grand-father: 
And when that unfortunate Prince made him a 
lamentable Speech, which favour’d more of the Ca- 
iatr.itits to which he was reduc’d, than the Great- 

nefs of Mind becoming an Emperor, he was fo 
touch’d with it, that he hardly abltain’d from Tears; 
enrring into the Palace he fell at his Feet, embrac’d 
him, and. with Words full of Duty and Affeftion 
endeavour'd to comfort him. After this he went 
and return'd Thanks to God for his Succefs, and 
lodg’d in an Apartment near the Imperial Palace, 
quartering a fmail Part of his Army in the City, and 
commanding the red to encamp without. 

AM‘m- having in this manner render’d him- 

dir M,liter of the Imperial City, was univcrfally 
c bey hi as Emperor. His fird Care was to redrefs thole 
Difordo;s that had crept into the State during the 
Civil Wars, and to reward fuch »s had differ’d on 
» is dccour.r. He recall’d the Patriarch, whom his 
Grind-father had confin’d, to bis former Dignity, 
and at the fame time inserceded with him in Be- 
Gif of thofc Eccleiiadicks who had join’d with the 
iate Emperor againd him; but the offended Prelate, 
who had fo often enjoin’d that Gofpel Virtue of For- 
givenefs to others, found it a difficult Task to put it 
i.i Practice hinalelE 


After 
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After this the Bulgarians began to threaten the Em¬ 
pire with a War, and having form’d a powerful Ar¬ 
my made an Irruption into S Thrace and the Romans^ 
on the other fide, carry’d the War into Bulgaria , 
which was manag’d for fome time with various Suc- 

cefs; ’till both Parties at length grown weary, aPeace 
was once more eftabliih’d between ’em. 

Some time before this dy’d QtbmatL, the firft King**'' r ? w * 
of the Turks, who laid the Foundation of the f,vrkijb 1 ^ 
Empire in Bithynia, and is faid never to have attemp -King of tit 
ted any Town iavain but Nice and Philadelphia. The Turks - 
Domeftick Quarrels among the Greeks in his time 
greatly contributed to his Succefs, tho’ he was a wile, 
valiant, and generous Prince, but deceitful, defigning, 
and ambitious. His Reign was long and glorious; 
he dy’d in the Year 132.6, when he had liv’d fixty 
nineYears, and reign’d upwards of twenty eight. Be¬ 
ginning his Conquefts with an handful of Vagabond 

Rebels, he fubdu’d many Provinces in the lefler Afia, 
and feveral Sultans of his Nation, leaving his Son Or- 
ebanes Mailer of great Part of Cappadocia , and Bithy- 
nia , to which he afterwards added other Conquefts 
of no lefs Confideration. 

Othoman being dead, the Chriftians recover’d feve¬ 
ral Forts and Caltlesfrom the "Turks \tiAfia , in which 
he had not Time to eftablifh a regular Government 
before his Death. Of which when Onhanes was ad¬ 


vertis’d, having fccur’d to himfclfthe Succeflion,and 
happily compos’d his Affairs at home, he march’d with 

his Forces againft the Chriftians, and driving ’em out 
of their late Conquefts, inverted the City of $jce, for 
the Relief of which the Emperor pafs’d over into Af;a, Thi chi- 
and engaging with the Turks , receiv’d a Defeat froniM 71 de - 
’em, and was himfclf wounded in the Foot, which 
prov’d afterwards theOccafion ofafhameful Retreat.* 

For Orchanes having in the late Engagement made Tri¬ 
al of the Chriftians Strength and Courage, left three 
hundred Horfc to watch their Motions, whilft he re¬ 
tir’d farther into the Country with the reft c f his \r- 
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my, to feize on fuch Places from whence he might 
the better incommode the Enemy) during their March. 
That Night the Emperor remov’d to a little Town 
near the Camp call’d Philocrene , there to be cured of 
his W ound} whereupon fome of the old Emperor’s 
Friends who were then in the Army confidently re* 
ported that he was fled, whilft others proceeded far- 
A r-ttmt- ther, and laid he was dead of his Wound. At which 
ful ihi'n. t h e Soldiers, who thought themfelves left as a Prey 

to the Turks, provided every Man for his own Safety} 
fo that the three hundred Turks, perceiving the ftiame- 
ful Flight of the Chriftians in the Morning, poflefi’d 
themfelves of their Camp, which fome plunder’d, 
whilft others purfu'd their fugitive Enemies,and flew 
great Numbers of them, before they were able to con¬ 
vey themfelves into any Place of Safety. The Emperor 
feeing his Army thus overthrown and broken, as by 
an invifible Power, took fhipping, and return’d in 
great An x iety to Confiantincple. The Turks took all their 
Tents, many of their Horfes, among whom were 
fome belonging to the Emperor’s own Stable, together 
with his Plate and other Furniture of great Value. 
A- D. After this the Turks feiz’d on many of the Sea-port 
1 -Z 9 - Towns in Bithynia , and rais’d Contributions fremthe 

whole Country, once more threatning the City of 
Nice , the Garrifon of which Place the Emperor had 
upon his Departure promis’d to reinforce withathou- 
>••>? />- f, nc j pj or fo. When Orcbaues was inform’d of this,he 

t r + 

:ri- arrn ’j tight hundred of his ownHorfe after the man- 
‘“'"r.er nf the Romms, and fetching a great Compafs 

m:ieh’.i ’em into the high Road that leads from Con- 
< p.e ; at the fame time he detach’d three hun- 
e.rj more, arm’d like Turks , whom he order’d to 
i rage and deftroy the Country as near as they could, 
o v. hhmView of the City, whilft he with the eight 
nr.died Hoile purfu’d ’em in a hoftile manner, and 
rot ’em to Flight in fight of many of the Citizens, 
who t: m the Walls beheld the Action. When this 
was done they march'd direttly to N:ce } where they 

were 
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were gladly receiv’d by the Inhabitants, who took 
’em for Romans 5 but being got within the Gates, and 
in an Inftant join’d by fhe other three hundred, who 
were return’d from their pretended Flight, they 
quickly kill’d the Garrifon, and matter'd the City. 

The Imperial Minifters at Conftantinople were about Me young 
that time in too great a Confufion to find a Remedy 
for that unfpeakable Misfortune. The youngEmpe- 
ror had been feiz’d with fo violent a Fit of Sicknefsat-iWr, 
Didymothicum , occafion’d by a great Cold he had taken 
in Bathing, that his Life was defpair’d of, and all 
thofe who had been inftrumental in the late Revolu¬ 
tion confider’d with Horror the Condition they mutt 
be reduc’d to in cafe he dy’d, and the old Emperor 
was reftor’d to his Power and Authority. The two 
Hiftorians, Grcgoras and Cantacuzenus , differ in no¬ 
thing more throughout their Hiftorics, than the Ac¬ 
count they have given us of the Behaviour of thofe 
Minifters upon this Occafion. Gregoras faith, that 
Cantacuzenus and the other Favourites were fo fearful 
of the old Emperor, tho’ now grown blind by Age 
and Misfortunes, for he had a long time mingled his 
Drink with Tears, and eaten the Bread of Sorrow, 
that they firft thought of putting him to Death, and 
when they could not all agree upon that, they una- 
nimoufly relolv’d to force the Habit upon him, and 
make him become Monk j and that nothing might 
be wanting to render their Perfecution effectual, Sy- 
nadenus , a Man of all others the moft difagreeable 
to the aged Prince, was chofen to execute this their 
Will and Pleafure. Synadenus perform’d his Com- ' 
miffion with the inexorable Cruelty they defir’d^y l0 
and forc’d the unwilling Emperor at once to change turn Monk, 
his Condition and his Name, impofing upon him 
that of Anthony. On the other fide Cantacuzenus faith, 
that the Emperor, fearing a feverer Ufage from his 
Frofecutors after the Death of his Nephew, volun¬ 
tarily renounc’d the World, and took the Habit upon 
him •, adding, That the young Emperor upon his 

Recovery 





Recovery was much afBi&ed at it, as being defirous 
to reftore the Imperial Authority to him, and that 
in the midft of his Sicknefs, when he deipai/d of a 
Recovery, he earneftly dcfir’d to turn Monk him- 
felfj which if it be true, ’tis highly probable he was 
feverely fenfible of the notorious Injuftice he had 
done his Grand-father, and thought, according to the 
Superftiticn of thofe Times, he might with more 

Impunity appear in thar Habit b'foe the laft dread- 

A.D. ful Tribunal. Whatever be defign’d, he continu’d 
1331. in the Empire, and his Grandfather dy’d not long 
*•*' Me:, after in a Monaftery, in the feventy fecond, or as 

ibme will have ir, in the feventy fourth Year of his 
Age, juft fo many Days after a famous Eclipfe of the 

Sun, which happen’d the thirtieth of November be¬ 
fore, but did not continue fo many, as Gregoras would 




r a::.*. 


have us imagine, or rather as others have imagin’d 
for him. He was, in the beginning of his Reign, a 
ilothful unthinking Pnncc, by which he fuffer’d the 
Turk; to gain ieveral Advantages over him > nor was 
he thoroughly awaken’d towards the latter End, tho’ 
continually alarm’d by his domeftick Calamities, fel- 
dom or never appearing in any great Enterprize hitn- 
fdf, but executing all by his Mmifters and Lieute¬ 
nants. The greateft Enemy he had was him whom 


he had nourrfh’d in his Bofom, and indulg’d with too 
much Excels. It is not eafie to determine who was 


the mod to be condemn’d, he or his Grandfon, fince 
neither Gregoras nor Cantaaitnus can be confidcr’d as 

impartial difintcrefted Writers. Gregoras was mif-led 
b\ his blind Obedience to the firft, and Cantacuzenus 
by his avow’d Fricndlhip to the latter. Tho’ after 
a!!, that Man who has any Scnfe of Duty or Loyalty 
mud conclude, if the one was faulty, the other was 
mexcufable Andronicus dy’d in the fifth Year of Phi - 
tip the Fair of Prance , the nineteenth of LevjJs th? 
bavarian Emperor in the Weft, and Peventh of Ed- 
n.nrd the Third of England x A. D. I 3 3i. 


In 
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In the mean time the Turks pnrfu’d their Conquefts 
■n Afut, and the Emperor found himfelf fo unable to 
contend with ’em, that by Cantacuzenus his Advice a 
peace was concluded between the two Princes, by 
virtue of which the Turks were to remain in Poffeffi- 
on of all their late Conquefts, and leave to the Ro- 
nrn; the peaceable Enjoyment of what they had not 
yet wrefted from ’em. The Turks being by this 
means render’d Allies to the Empire, readily affifted 
Androntcus in the Recovery of Mytilene and Phot<ea 
from the Genotfe^ who were by this time grown fo 
powerful at Sea, as to difpute the Empire of it with 
;he Romans. 

Shortly after the Theffdims revolted, and took up 
ib much of this Emperor’s Time in the Rcdu&ion of 
them, that the Turks , who obferv’d the Peace no lon¬ 
ger than it conduc’d to their Intereft, firft made a De- 
feent into Europe , with a Defign to fettle there, with¬ 
out being fo warily obferv’d as they ought to have 
been by Andronicus •, Ib that during this Emperor’s 
Reign, and that of his Son, they exceedingly enlarg’d 
their Conquefts, and in time left the Emperor no 
more of the Dominions of his Anceftors than the 
City of Conjiantinoplt. 

The Emperor was bufy’d in thefe Commotions, Androni- 
and forae Difputes in the Church, ’till the time of^ 111 
his Death, which happen’d in the thirteenth Year ^ 
after the Expulfion of his Grand-father, the ninth ' * 

after his Death, and forty fifth of his own Age, A. D. 

1541. He was a Prince condemn’d by the generality His c ^ 4 - 
of Hiftorians of Ingratitude and Ambition, know- ra5fT 
ing better how to obtain an Empire by his Artifices, 
than govern it as he ought when obtain’d. However 
he is as much to be commended for his extraordinary 
f'riendfhip to his faithful Servant and Counfellor 
Cantacuzenus, as he is worthily condemn’d for his un¬ 
natural Rebellion againft his Grand-father, which in 
fome meafure may be owing, rather to the Inftigation 
of others, than his own Inclinations. Tho’ after the 

Death 


I 




Death of his Father he found himfelf unavoidabl 
engag’d in the greateft Affairs of State, yet is he & 
to have been fo much addi&ed to Hunting, and othe 
Phrans. l. Rural Exercifes, that he conftantly mai^ain’d no Id 
i.c.iz. than fifteen hundred Dogs, and above a thoufatx 

Hawks, for his own Recreations. 

John Pa- The late Emperor had two Sons by his laft Wifi 
v£.qlog\:s. the eldeft of which, call’d John, being at hi 

Death little more than nine Years of Age, Cantact- 
zenus was declar’d his Guardian during his Minority, 
and Prote&or of the Empire j tho’ much again ft the 
Will and Approbation of the Patriarch, whothoughc 
himfelf more worthy that honourable Charge, which 
gave occafionto many Fa&ions in the Court, and in¬ 
troduc’d new Troubles in the Empire. The deceas’d 
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Emperor being bury’d with the ufual Solemnity, Can- 
tacuzenus earneftly endeavour’d to reftrain the great 
Officers within the Bounds of their Duty, and dili¬ 
gently provided for the Security of the Provinces: 
But he was in nothing more fedulous than his Court 
to the Emprefs, and his Care of the young Emperor 
and his Brother. Notwithftanding which the Pa¬ 
triarch, who was a proud ambitious Prelate, omitted 
no Opportunity of rendringhim fufpefted to thePrin- 
cefs, and by that means ltudy’d to make him weary 
of his Charge. He reprefented him as a Man of dan¬ 
gerous Defigns, who had nothing lefs than the Impe¬ 
rial Dignity in view, at the fame time that he pre- 
tendeda profound Veneration for the Memory of the 
deceas’d Prince, and an entire Subraiffion to the Em¬ 


prefs and her Children. Gav.tacuztnm either thought 

the bufie Patriarch would prove too great an Obftacle 
to his fecret Defign?, or was fo fenfibly offended at 
his unjuft Calumnies, that he once thought of quit¬ 
ting the State, and retiring to a private Life) nor could 
the Emprefs reconcile him to the Court, ’till he had 
obtain'd a Promife from her, that for the future fhe 


would reft fully fatisfy’d of his Integrity, and keep her 
Ears llrur to the malicious Informations of his Ene- 
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nies. This the Emprefs readily promis’d, tho’ even 
then thofe two great Perfons began to entertain mu¬ 
tual Diftrufts of each other, which gave Birth to thofe 
Mifchiefs which follow’d (hortly after. For the Facti¬ 
ons in Court increas’d every Day, and the Patriarch 
endeavour’d to foment the Divisions, by recommend¬ 
ing fuch to the Emprefs’s Favour and Service, as he 

knew were dilaffe&ed to Cantacuzenus , and would be 
ready on all Occafions to engage againft him. Thefe 
Perfons continually alarm’d thePrincefs with the Dan¬ 
gers (he was to apprehend from the Prote&or, how 
careful (he ought to be of her own Safety and that of 
her Children, and with Tears conjur’d her to provide 
for their mutual Security till at length they wrought 
fo powerfully upon her, who, being a Worrian, was 
naturally timorous and diftruftly, that in Cantacuzenus 
his Abfence, who was then at Didymothicum , (he or¬ 
der’d his Mother and fome of his deareft Friends and 
Relations to be confin’d, and proceeded to a Confifca- 
tion of their Eftates, behaving her fclf like one who 
look’d on Cantacuzenus as her mortal Enemy, and left 
no room for a Reconciliation. She firfl. commanded occafmsa 
him to refign his Office, which when he refus’d, {\ic Cn,lHar ‘ 
declar’d him an Enemy to the State, and proclaim’d 
him a Traitor. 

Cantacuzenus was highly incens’d at thefe Proceed¬ 
ings i and perceiving his Enemies aim’d at nothing 
lefs than his Life, that a War was unavoidable, and 
that therefore he ought to provide for his own De¬ 
fence, he liften’d to the Perfuaftons of thofe who told Cart * cu - 
him he would do a great piece of Service to the z / n y S / f ' 
Publick, and bring the War to a fpcedy I(Tue, if he^ r . n 
fuffer’d himfelf to be adorn’d with the Imperial Purple. 

He had at that time with him feveral Perfons of the 
greateft Authority in the Empire, and faw himfelf at 
the Head of a powerful Army, which he had rais’d to 
chaflife th e Servians, who fince the Death of the late 
Emperor had broken the Peace, and infefted the Bor¬ 
ders, and therefore made no doubt but he (houid be 

able 
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able to maintain himfelf in that Dignity, to wfcicl 
hi* own Ambition did not fo much invite him, astht 
Perfecmion r his f.nemies forc’d him to aflume. 

When the News of this was brought to Cottfianti 
nople , the P ,rna ch and his Adherents exceeding!) 
valu'd themff !ve> for their extraordinary Forefight 
Cantacuzenus his Mother was committed to a moa 
feverc Reftraint, his Eftate was confifcated, and hi 
wealthy Subftancc apply’d to the Maintenanceof that 
War which now became unavoidable. This is the 
Account Cantacuzenus has given us of this Affair him- 
fclf, with which other Historians agree in Subftancc, 
and rather accufc his Enemies of that Ufurpation, to 
which they forc’d him, than himfclf. 

Cantacuzenus , having thus affirm'd the Imperial Or* 
naments, endeavour’d to vindicate himfelf from the 
Afper lion of his Enemies, in a long Speech to the chief 
of the Nobility and Officers in the Army. He gave 
fuch Soldiers Leave to depart as had their Families in 
the Towns and Cities fubjeft to thofe againft whom 
he was now engag’d in a War, left they fhould be ill 
treated for his fake, and then proceeded to new mo¬ 
del and form the reft of the Army, and prepare for 
his Defence. Jdrianoplc was the firft City in thofe 
Parts, which refus’d to acknowledge him for Empe¬ 
ror, the Inhabitants of which Place, having laid 
hold on fuch as they knew were aftefted to him, 
lent ’em bound to Conjlantinopie , and call’d the Bul¬ 
garians in to their Afliftance at whofe Approach 
moil of the Cities that had before declar’d for him 
fhifred Parties, andfided with Paheologus, which prov'd 
of great Prejudice to his Affairs. Whereupon, the 
better to fupport himfclf, he enter’d into a Treaty 
with the Turks and Myfians , which prov’d of great 
Ufe to him in the Courfe of the War. And that no¬ 
thing might be wanting to put a Stop to theMiferici 
of the State, he fenc a Letter to John the Patriarch 
full of Chriftian Exhortations to Peace; but hisMef- 
feeger W3? fo ill receiv'd at Conjiantinoph, that they 

thre\v 
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threw him into Prifon, and kept fo vigilant an Eye®' ogm 
over the Emprcfs, that fhe had not the Power left to ^ e ^ tMCt 
accommodate Matters, tho’ upon good Grounds (he rtJt ' ’ 
earneftly defir’d it. Having proceeded thus far, they tht . 
crown’d the young Emperor with great Pomp atCo*-^*®”" 
hantinople , and the Patriarch in a folcmn Aflcmbly crown'd at 
excommunicated Cantacuzenus , and all his Adherents. Conftami- 
Thofe of his Relations who had not the good Fortune no P Ic - 
to efcape at the beginning of the War were cruelly A ' 
murder’d by dpocauchus, who had for a long time pro- 1 3f°* 
fefs’d an Enmity to Cantacuzenus, for no other Rea- 
foa but becaufe he was a Man of greater Power, and 
better affe&ed to the State than himfelf. This Man 
at firft behav’d himfelf with fome Moderation, but 
when he found the Breach widen’d, and the Faftion 

confirm’d again ft Cantacuzenus, he then pull’d off the 
Mask, and appear’d at the Head of the Party. That he 
might fhow the World what they were to expeffc from 
him, he us’d Cantacuzenus his Mother with the great- 
eft Barbarity, tho’ fhe was a Woman of llluftrious 
Birth, and as deferving as any of her Sex. He ap¬ 
pointed her Keepers the molt diflolute, and void of 
all Humanity, who were continually railing at her 
Son in her Hearing during the War ; pretending 
fomecimes an Account was brought that he was ta¬ 
ken Prifoner, at others that an Exprefs came with 
Advice of his being kill’d in Fight, that his Head 
was fent to Court, of which the Villains promis’d to 
make her a Prefent. Having by this Ufage, and 
other Cruelties, thrown her into a violent Fever, 
Apocauchus would fuffer no Phyfician to adminifter to 
her; and when the Emprefs, hearing of the Danger 
fhe was in, order’d her own Phyfician to attend her, 
the Patriarch and his Accomplices, having firft terri- 
fy’d him with bitter Menaces, made him folemnly 
fwear he would prelcribc nothing fhould do her any 
good. By thefe Practices the unhappy Lady dy’d 
ihortly after for want of Help : Of which when the 

Emprefs was inform’d, and of the great Miferies fhe 

had 
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\i undergone, fbe feverely reprov’d ’em for thei 
B -. oar rv, but had not the Power to refent it as ft 

for they govern’d all with an abfolate Autho 
r;ty; and when by her repeated Importunities ft 
v uld have forc’d ’em to fend to Cantacuzenus , j n 
n ake fome Overtures for an Accommodation, the 
ciipatch d Creatures of their own, who returning 
reported Cantacuzenus was fo far from liftning to an 
Terms for a Peace, that he had declar’d, if he pre 
vail’d in the War he would punifh the Emprefs am 
her Children indeed no farther than by putting ’em 
immediately to Death } but as for the Patriarch ant 
his Affociates, he would firft have ’em whip’dliki 
Vagabonds round his Camp, and when he had loader 
’em with all the Indignities his Wrongs could fuggeft, 
he would then make ’em end their Days under mod 
infufferable Torments. By this Device they were 
able to juftifie the War which they profecuted with 
fo much Vigours and Apocauchus having made A 
dronicus and Thomas PaUologi Generals of the Land- 
Forces, at a prodigious Expence, mann’d out a Fleet 
of fixty Ship?, the Command of which he took upon 
himfelf, and very much embarrafs’d Cantacuzenus his 
Affairs, for he prevented his Reception into Thejfah- 
Mica, where Cantacuzenus had a Party that endeavour'd 
to betray the Town into his Hands, and frighten’d 
others from exprelTing their Affections to him. Af¬ 
ter this the Zealots , for fo our Author calls thofe that 
continu’d firm to the young Emperor Paheologu r, 
prevail’d on every fide, and Cantacuzenus was reduc'd 
to the laft Extremity, and forc’d to fly tc Crales, 
Prince of the lower Myjia^ for Aid, who receiv’d him 
with much Honour, admir’d him for the Greatnefs 
of his Soul, and Patience in his Calamities, and gave 
him the Aififtance he defir’d ; after which his Party 
recover’d Strength, and the Heads of the contrary 
Faction were greatly difeourag’d ; this made way for 
Propofals for a Peace, to which Cantacuzenus always 

declar’d himfelf well inclin’d, and once offer’d to 

quit 
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quit the Imperial Purple upon fuch Conditions as 
they ought gladly to have embrac’d, had not their 
own Guilt and Enmity to him out-weigh’d all other 
Confiderations. 

After this he gain’d feveral other extraordinary Ad¬ 
vantages over ’em, and grew in time fo confiderable, 
that Orchanesy the Ttirkifa Sultan, defir’d his Daughter Octanes 
in Marriage, to which after fame Deliberation Can-** 3 ' Turk 

iiCHzenus condefcended, which ty’d the Turks firmercanracu- 
to his Service, and render’d him more terrible to hiszenus/Wj 
Enemies. In the mean time the Chief of th e Zealots, Daughter. 
perceiving they were unable to fupprefs him by open 
Force, had Recourfe to Treachery, and prevail’d 
with MonomacbuSy a Conjlantinopolitany who upon the 
Aflilrance of a confiderable Reward undertook to Poi- 
fon him. Accordingly he went to Cantacuzeftns , ly¬ 
ing then at Selybria, and with a feign’d Compun&ion 
confefs’d what he had undertaken againft him, but 

that being touch’d with the Horror of the Fact, he 
came to afiure him his Life for the future ihould be as 
dear to him as his own* and to manifeft the Truth of 
what he afierted, he produc’d the Poifon he was to 
have adminiftcr’d to him. Cantacuztnus was highly 
pleas’d at the Frecnefs of his Confeflion, and gave 
him feveral rich Prefents, to encourage him to be his 
Friend for the future. By this means Monomachus ob¬ 
tain’d fuch a degree of his Favour and Truft, that 
he had infallibly poilbn’d him with another Drug 
conceal’d for that purpofe, had not Cafitacuzenus his 
Friends at Conftantinople privately advertis’d him of the 

Danger he was in. _ 

Cantacuzenus having thus narrowly efcap’d the A. D, 
Snare, was inform’d not longer after that feveral of his * 347 * 
Friends were contriving how to admit him into Con - 
jlmtinopky among whom were fome of thofe who had 

pin’d with the ZealotSy and a&ed with the greateft 
V'igour againft him, but perceiving the Heads of the 
Party had private finitler Dcfigns in all they did, that 
they v/ers no longer able to carry on the WarefFe&u- 

b Dd ally 
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ally againfl Cantacu~enus^ and yet would by no means 
be perfuaded to embrace a Peace, they thought the 
rcadieft way to put an End to the Calamities of their 
Country, was to abolifh the Authority of thofeMen, 
which would quickly determine if Cant acumen us could 
be receiv’d for Emperor in Conftantinoplc ; for by this 
time mod of the other Cities, which had not yet been 
conquer’d by the Turks, had fubmitted to him. Where¬ 
fore theydifpatch’d a Perfon, who for his Experience 
and Fidelity was fit to be cnnufted with a Bufincfs of 
that Moment, who inform’d Cantacuzenus of what was 


in Agitation within the City for his Service, and in- 
Ifrufted him how he was to affifl his Friends, by a 
Conformity to their Defigns without; and he, when 
he had been fufficiently inftructcd by that faithful A- 

gent, broke up from Scfybria, and retir’d to A dr i ample, 
that thofc of the contrary Faction might have no 
Caufe to fufpece what was tranfafting among ’em in 
his Behalf. Ic hatv'-n'd about thefime time that the 

_ • l 

Zealots were a: W.iiance among themfclves, which 
may chiefly be attributed to the cruel imperious Hu* 
meurofthe Patriarch, by which he had difoblig'd the 
Emprefs her fc!f, whole Zeal for the Peace and Wel¬ 
fare of the Church was upon all Occasions very re¬ 
markable, cfpecially at this time, when fcveral Difor- 
ders had crept into it, during thefe popular Tumults 
and Civil Combuftions. Whereupon the Empreb 
fummon’d a Synod of Bifhops, in order to enquire in¬ 
to the Patriarch’s Conduct, and call him to an Account 


for hi3 late illegal and tyrannical Proceedings again'l 
the Rifhops ,.nd Monks. ’Twas in that Conjuncture 
that the Emptcfs was inform’d of Ccu.tcicuzcuns his Dc- 
fjgns upon the City, to wh'ch flic gave little Credit, 
as conceiving twas only a Report tais’d by the Patri¬ 
arch’s Friends on Purpofe to defeat the Inquifition 
form’d againfi rim. This contributed very much to 
C.i /.acjzenu: ins Adna Alton, and he was receiv’d by his 
Fiicr.dsat the Time appointed, who in the Night 

foic’d open one of the Gate", and, being fhortly after 

'min’d 
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join’d by the Generality of the People, with an uni- 

verfal Shout faluted him Emperor. The Emprefs at 
firft fecur’d her felfvery itrongly in the Palace, and re¬ 
fus’d to admit of any Accommodation,’till the young 
Emperor himfelf, who had an Underltanding uncom¬ 
mon to one of his Years, perceiving that they who 
pretended to be his Friends and Protebfors disagreed 
among themfelves, and that neither he nor his Mo¬ 
ther could long be fafe from the Fury of the Mob, if 

they did not comply, earneftly entreated her to truft 
to the Generality of Cantacuzenus , rather than expofe 
her felf to the incens’d Multitude j whereupon both A Pe ; 1ie 
fides came to an Agreement, by virtue of which Can- c ' ncHM *' 
tacuzems was confirm’d PaLtologus his Collegue in the 
Empire, and had the foie Adminiftration of Affairs 
conferr’d upon him for ten Years, the young Empe¬ 
ror being then but fifteen Years of Age, after which 
he was to be equal in Authority with him. An Adt 
of Oblivion pnfs'd on all fides, and they both agreed 
to he common Fathers of their People. 

This happy Agreement put an end ro a War which 
had rag’d for five Years within the Bowels of what re¬ 
main'd to the Roman Empire, occafion’d the Lofs of 
much Blood and Trcafure, and gave the ‘Turks an 
Oppirtunfy in the mean time of fettling themfelves 
in kuropc , and laid the Foundation of thole unexpref- 

liblc Calamities, with which all Chriftendom at length 
was vifited. 


Cantacuzenus^ having been formerly crown’d at vf- 
dnanopls, was again crown’d with much Solemnity by 
the Hands of IRdore, the new Patriarch of Conjlant/no- 


f)i" 


J 


And to the end a perfect Union might be fettled The 
hi tween him and the Houle of the PaLcologi , he gave 
his Daughter Helena within a few Days after to the canr^cu 
young Emperor, and order’d her to be crown’d like- 7cnu < 
wife. Tho’ he did all that his long Experience and Daugkuf. 
Converfation in the Affairs of State could f 'ggeft to 
him, for the Eflablilhment of himfeh and his Family 
in the Authority, to which with lb much Dhncniy 

D d z he 
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he had attain’d, yet the Cares of illegal Power fatehea- 
vy upon him, and at length entirely opprefs’d him. 
During the late War he had been extraordinarily affix¬ 
ed by Or char,es the Turk, who had a high efteem for him, 
had marry’d one of his Daughters, and now came to 
vifit him. This ftrift Alliance, and unufual Intimacy 
between two Princes of a different Faith, appear’d ve¬ 
ry fcandalous to the Pope, and other Chnftian Prin¬ 
ces: At this Cantacuzer.us was much concern’d, and by 
his Ambaliadorsfent to CAwew/VI. atthac timeBifhop 
of Rente, made fo handfom an Excufe, (bow’d himfelf 
lo ready to engage in a War againft the Infidels, and 
willing to reconcile himfelf to the Romifn Communion, 
thac thePope highly commended him, and feem’d en¬ 
tirely fatisfy’d with his Condudt. About this time he 
fell dangeroufly ill at Didymcthicum, and the Genoefe 
of Ga.lata, having frequently defir’d to enlarge their 
City, and been as often repuls’d, upon Sufpicion that 
their chief Defign was, under that Pretence, to fe- 

curc rhemfclves by a Wall, and defie the Emperor’s 
Subjects, for whom they were already too (Irong at 
Sea, took this Opportunity, and having fee Fire to 
fcveral Buildings in the Suburbs of Conflantimple , they 
feiz’d on all the Emperor’s Ships thac rodethen in the 
Harbourj after which they gain’d feveral Advantages 
over him at Sea, and in the end prov’d the mod dange- 

7l.f rous Enemies Cantacuzenus had to contend withal. For 



lhortly after the young Emperor, who was retir’d with 
his Mother to Confl ant: nopie, began to liften tothelnli- 
nuations of thole about him, who reprefemed to him 

the infttiable Ambition of Cantacuzenus, who, having 

left b:m no more than the Name of Emperor , andufurp'd the 
Supream Power to himfelf, was now iaboin ing to tranfmit 
it down to his Pcjlerity. They bid him rrjlctl on his pre- 
font Condition, how he liv'd like an Ernie, expos'd either t» 
the Incur fions of the Barbarians, who in a manner had all 
Thrace at their Devotions, or the Dangers of popular In- 
furr eel ions. They advis’d him to remember he was an Em- 
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that 
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that the longer he fate patient under his Injuries , the more 
infupportable they would grow , and the lefs unable would 
he be to remove 'em. 

Thefe Men had undertaken this Office at the Infli- 
gation of Crales, who having broken the League con¬ 
cluded betwixt him and Cantacuzenus , had entertain’d 
an irreconcileable Averfion to him, and promis’d 
thefe his Penfioners in the young Emperor’s Court li¬ 
beral Rewards, if by their Artifices they could renew 
the War between the two Princes* and Pal£oIogus t 
whofe native Simplicity and incorrupted Innocence 
made him judge of other Mens Integrity by his own, 
was too eafily feduc’d by their crafty Infinuations. 

The principal Adfcors in this Affair were Men who 
heretofore had profefs’d an inviolable Friendfhip to 
Cantacuzenus , which obtain’d ’em the eafier Credit 
with the young Emperor, who upon that Confidera- 
tion highly applauded ’em for their Loyalty to him. 

This Difaffe&ion in PaLcologus broke out ihortly after 
into an open War, which was not throughly extin- 
guiffi’d, ’till the young Emperor, aflifted by theGm;- 
efe, Cantacuzenus his inveterate Enemies, had forc’d his 
Father-in-Law to quit the Imperial Dignity, which 
he did generoufly, and retire into a Monaftery at theCan'aaj- 

Foot of the Mountain ylthos , where he took the Ha-^ nUs tura 
bit, and liv’d for feveral Years remov’d from the Noife A/ ?* ~ 

and Vexations of the World, leaving behind him the ’ ’ 

Hiltory of his own Times, yielding in Beauty to none 1 5 >F- 

of the modern Greeks ■, tho’having had fo large a Share 
in the Affairs of that Age himfelf, it is not to be won* 
der’d at if fometimes he difguis’d the Truth. 

He was undoubtedly a Man of a great Capacity, and 
unweary’d Application to publick Affairs, but had more 
of the Statefman than the Chritlian in him; as appears 
by his Alliance with the Turks, the profefs’d Enemies 
to Chriftianity, who, according to the Hillorians of 

that Nation, firlt fettled themfelves in Europe during 

the Difputes between him and his Pupil Pahsologur. 

He had a great Command over his Pailions, and knew 

D d 3 how 
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how to accommodate himfelf upon all Occafions. His 
Wars were man}', and for the molt part fortunate, 
tho' not always jufl and honourable, liy his Writings 
it appears that he knew how to render himfelf conii- 
derabie either in a publick or private Life, and that 
he lull nothing of the Greatnefs of his Mind in his 

Retirement. 

John Palaol.^M having thus remov’d his Competitor 

liberall - rewarded theG cKoefr, who had been hisgreat 

Fiicnds and Confederates* marrying his Siller to Cate* 
hi ■;//;, or Giteiuz, their General, and confirming ’em 

I; "!;cfi:on of the I lie o (Lesbos^ to which they 
laid fome Pretcnfions, and made good whatever elfe 
had been a: firconcerted and agreed between ’em. 
About this tunc dy'd Qrcb.iKcs, the fecond King of 
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whole Son Sc!)ruin, a generous, valianc 
r.i<5 Prince, laid the hilt Foundations ot their future Em- 
pile in Europe, lasting riifl on Cu'ridocaftron, a (mail 
Gallic but frronglv lituated, and puifu’d his Dcfigns 
with lb good Succds that having Ipoil’d the Thracian 
Cberfixe c, he at length laz'd on GalUpolis , which he 
garnibn'd with a ilrong Body of Turks , who there 
form’d their Prep n ations for their future Conquers; 
but b Dcu'h, which happen’d not long after, 

h.dter.'d that r f his Father, whody’d in the Year i $f<5, 
r.ndlef: his Son .~r,:::ru-.k for his Succcilor, who psfling 
v i.h a ilrong -r;nv over into Europe, and landing at 


Ci ' ■ ,js. r> ,’ch'u from thence ar.d took in molt of the 

i ' 

Tob r.' ot (>rkqui.r.ce in that Pait ot Thrace , call’d 
p-filnr /w*;,;.;;, and at length conquer'd Jclrianopk 
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pear’d at length by his Behaviour to him. For Andro- 
nicus , the Emperor’s eldeft Son, having contract¬ 
ed an intimate Friendfhip with Saux , one of Amu- 
rath's Sons, and being both impatient of Subje&ion, 
and ambitious above meafure, they mutually confpir’d 
the Death of their Fathers, as the only Means to le- 
curc and haften their own Advancement. When this 
was difeover’d to Amur at h, he, after diligent enquiry 
into the Matter, and plain Proof made againft ’em, 
order’d his own Son’s Eyes to be pluck’d out, and by 
Letters requir’d the Emperor to infliCt the lame Pu- 
nifhment on his Son,threatning if he refus’d to oblige 
him to it by Force; with which the Emperor was lb 
terrify’d, that he inftantly obey’d, either for that he 
confider’d he was unable to withftand Amurath'% For¬ 
ces, and therefore thought it imprudent to provoke 
him; or that he was afraid of a War, which ofNe- 
ceffity would divert him from his ufual Intempe¬ 
rance: For the Hiftorian reprefenis him as a PrinceDucas, 

ftupid and unaCtive, applying all his Time to amo¬ 
rous Amufements, and glorying more in the Conqueft 
of a beautiful Woman, than the Defence of his Sub¬ 
jects and the Security of the State. Atuhcnicns, toge¬ 
ther with his Son an Infant, being thus blinded by 
fealding Vinegar, was by the Empcroi’s Order thrown 
into Prifon, where he continu’d for two Years’, at 
the end of which he made hisElcape, and by the Af- 
fiftance, as forne fay, of Amurath himfelf, hut more 
probably, according to others, of the Gcneofem Gala - 
ta, he rais’d a War againft his Father, whom he over¬ 
threw, and having foic’d his Way into Coxjlantinoplc , 
caus’d himfelf to be proclaim’d Emperor, and threw 
Ipis Father and two Brothers, Manuel and Theodoras^ 
into' Prifon; where they like wife continu’d for two 
Years, and then found means of efcaping to Scutari : 

Of which when Andtonicus was inform’d, that Prince, 
abhorring the Calamities of a Civil War, under 
which th e Romans had fo lately g!oan’J,and of which 
he would now be efteem’d the r'uthar, lent for his 
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Father, and having receiv’d from him an Oath for 
bis own Security, rellor'd him to his Throne, and re¬ 
tir’d with hisWifc and Son to where the Em¬ 

peror fuffer'd him to refide in Safety, and allow’d him 
a reasonable Revenue for his Maintenance. Others 
fay Manuely Andrcmcus his Brother, made hisEfcape 
to Ba-azet, who had lately fuceeded his Father, with 
•whom he contracted to hold the Empire as tributary 
to him. provided he would expel his Brother,and con¬ 
firm him in the Succeffion. This is contradicted as 
well by thofe who make Amur at h to have receiv’d 
'John FaDologus, as by Ducas , from whom we learn 
that he dy’d fome time before him, and that Bajazet 
held fo hard a Hand over him, and impos’d fuch difho- 
nourable Conditions upon him, that the helplefs Em¬ 
peror, who had a long time been afflicted with the 
Gout, which his difordcrly Life had brought upon 
him, dy'd thro’ Grief, leaving no Son living behind 
him but who was then in Rajazet's Court. 

The Truth is, the Accounts we have of the few fol¬ 
lowing Emperors, and their Actions, are like the 
Words of dying Men, broken and imperfect, as if they 

: prelent Condition of the Em- 
now to labour under its lalt 
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Manuel iieai ing of his Father’s Death, polled away 
immediately for Conf.antinople, without his taking 
Leave of £.i/azci, or acquainting him with the Rea- 
for.s that call’d him fo haftiiy away: Of which when 
the Tyrant was inform’d, he feverely pnnifh’d thole 
Officers that fuffer’d him to efcnpe, and palling with 
Cor.Ssmi- great Expedition out of Biityni.i into Thrace , he de- 
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ltmy’d ail the Cities and Towns adjoining to Coujlan- 
< - by ti’icp'.e-, and having over-ran all Thejfaly , Macedon ^and 

Bulgaria Joe fat down before the Imperial City, which 
he clefliv befieg’d both by Sea and Land. This Tor* 
;t of Succefs provok’d the Ci.rillian Princes in the 


Wed to enter into a League againft him, and Sigif- 
v.yr.d King of Duttgana pals’d the Danube at the Head ot 
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more than one hundred and thirty thoufand Men, 
and falling into the Turkijb Dominions, recover’d Vi¬ 
tim, with other Places of Confcquence in Bulgaria , 
after which they laid clofe Siege to Nicopolis. When 
Bdjazet was inform’d of this, and the Danger Nicopolis 
was in, he initantly rais’d the Siege, and having join’d 
all his Forces, march’d with wonderful Expedition, 
and gave the Chriilians Battel, killing or taking Pri- 
fonersmoftof that numerous Army, and then return’d 
to renew the Siege of Confiantinople. When he had 
lain before it for fome time, and perceiv’d that tho* 
the Citizens labour’d under all the Difficulties which 
ufually attend a Siege, they continu’d refolute to hold 
it out to the lalt, he hop’d to mafter the Town by 
lowing Sedition among the Inhabitants. John , the 
Son of Jndronicus , of whom we had Occafion to make 

mention before, (till refided at Selybria , whom Baja - 
zet thought a proper Inftrument, if he could make 
him fublervient to his Defigns. Wherefore having 
enter’d into a private Agreement with him, hedc-"^” 
clar’d him Emperor, as being the Son of jindronicus , 

Manuel's eldeft Brother, propollng to the Con/lantino-- 

pohtans , that provided they would drive Manuel out of 
the City, and receive his Nephew John , he would 
then withdraw his Army, and abftain from all Hofti- 
lities. This created a Divifion among the Inhabitants, 
who began to murmur and complain of theHardfhips 
they fuffer’d j which when Manuel obferv’d, and that 
fome demanded in high Terms for the Admiffion of 
John, he writ to his Nephew, being at that time in the 
TurkiJJj Camp, and promis’d to open the Gates, and 
rehnquifh the Sovereignty to him, upon Condition 
he might have Liberty to depart with his Wife and 
two Sons, and be tranfported in aVefTel provided for 
that purpofe to whatever Place he fhould think fit ; 
for being a Prince of a tender compaffionate Temper, 
he thought it prudent to give way to Neceffity, and 
for the prefent eafe his Subjc&s of the Calamities un¬ 
der which they groan’d, and leave the reft to Provi- 
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dence, concluding that he might be better able to pro* 
vide for the Safety of the City, which he faw ready to 
be devour’d by the Turks , in his Abience, than if he 

Raid in Perfon todefendit. Wherefore having receiv’d 

the Security he expe&ed from John , he reiign’d the 
Imperial Crown to him, and departed firft to Venice, 
and from thence to feveral other Courts in Europe , to 
foliicit Aid againft the Turks , whofe growing Power 
began now to be a Terror to all Chrillendom. 

John , among other Things, had agreed to refign 
Conjlantincple to Bajazet, in Confideration whereof he 
was to ha ve Peloponne/us granted to him with an inde¬ 
pendent Authority, and a perpetual Peace was con¬ 
cluded between him and the Turks. When Manuel was 
departed, and Bajazet fent to demand a Performance 
of this Agreement from John , the Cirizens of Confian- 
tinople , who had in the mean time receiv’d a feafonable 
Supply of Provifions and other NeceiTaries, abfoiutely 
refus'd to comply ■> whereupon Bajazet prepar’d to 
force ’em to a SubmiiTion, when he receiv’d Advice 
that Ta ?;:■:>Line , the victorious Tartarian , was threat- 
D. ivng his Dominions in Aji i with an Jnvafion. For the 
:i Pi mccs of yJf.a, being provok’d at Bajazet's Cruelties, 
with which he had render’d himfelf deteltablc to all 
■'t M inkind, applv’d themicives to Tamerlane fora Re- 

e:-j and that Prince having conquer'd Partbia, and 
roue all the Eall to tiemble, turn’d his Arms againft 
]l::az:t, arid was now breaking into Syria, which di¬ 
verted the Tyrant from his intended Defigns againft 

and call’d him to the Security of his 
own Dominion-'. Wherefore tranlporting nimfelfwith 
ai, Expedition to Prufa , he there muiter’d his Forces, 
v. hitii were drawn thither in prodigious Numbers, as 
well out or the Eaft as Weft} with thcle he march’d 
againlt Tan:!} lane, whogavehim Battel in the Plains of 
jinr.ua in G P.af.a, on Friday, July z8, 1402; and ha- 
‘ v:ng tjgeninm Puioncr, led him through his Army on 
a Mule, as a Punifhment tor his exceflive Pride, and 
then confin'd him like a wild Beaftin a Cage, againft 

which 
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which he dafh’d his Brains out the Year following jT&e d tah 

teaching all arrogant tyrannical Princes, how vainly^ Ba j azet - 

rhey pride themfclves in the Confidence of their own 
Strength, and how much the Hand of Fate is above 

’em. 

When M. mid the Emperor, who lay then at Me¬ 
thane, was inform’d of the Death of Bajazet , who fell 
hidden, as a Star feems to (hoot from the Firmament, 
he remov’d from thence and return’d to Conflantinopk) 

where he was receiv’d with the univerfal Acclama¬ 
tions of the People, who being offended at John's 
fervile Compliance with the Turks, thruft him from 
the Empiic, and reftor’d his Uncle. 

Manuel , immediately upon his Reftoration, hearing 

famerhne was coming to Prufa , the Seat Royal of the 

(Jthoman Princes in skfia, and Repofitory of their im- 
rncnfe Trcafures, the Spoils of almoff half the Earth, 
hefent his Ambafiadors to wait his coming, and in his 
Name to thank him for the mighty Deliveranee he had 
.eceiv’d by his means, and offer’d to lubjeft himfelf 
and all his Dominions to his Deliverer and Prote&or. 

Tamerlane at his Arrival receiv’d the Ambafiadors very 
tnacioufiy, but refus’d thePrefent, declaring he came 
3 t Co far to Conquer, but toRellore, and that hede- 
Ih’d no other Reward for the Service he had theHap- 
finels to do their Mailer, but to be remember’d with 


! I( 


\ 


Honour for it by Polleriry. Alter this theie two Princes 
mutually vifited each other at Prufa and Conflaniimple, 


where all the Expicfiions of Love, Fricndthip, Gra¬ 
titude, and Rcfpcft pals’d between ’em. 

This great Overthrow of the Turks had like to have Tbcdfir*. 
produc’d a total Diflblution of their Kingdom, both^^.'”^' 
in A fin and Europe \ for b: Tides thole Provinces which t^ £ 
rtil into the Hands of Tamerlane and his Captains, theyT, 
mil were dil'member’d by feveral Competitors, who 
1 fid Cl iim to the Sovereignty and tho’ Mahomet , the 
fill of that Name, was at length acknowledg’d King, 
yt his other Brothers, the Sons of Bajazet, pretending 
i-rara:elv an equal Right to what all would enjoy, 

the 




the War wa* continu’d with great Fury between ’em 

for ten Years together, during which Manuel the Em¬ 
peror had time to breathe, and give fome Eafe to his 
(diftemper’d State, and fo wifely manag’d the Divifi. 
ons between the Turks^ that they made their Court by 
Turns to him, and gave him feveral Advantages. And 
tho’ Mahomet, after much Blood (bed on all fides, and 
the Death of his Brothers, Ifa, Solyman, and Mufa, 
who loft their Lives in the Quarrel, made himfelf foie 
Monarch of the Turks , and at his Death left it to his 
Son Amur at b j yet Manuel , affifled by other Princes of 
his Nation, fupported an Impoilor that call’d him¬ 
felf Muilapha the Son of Bajazet, who had been flain 
many Years before in the vVars with Tamerlane , by 
which means he was able to maintain his Quarrel for 
a confiderable time, and gave no fmall Trouble to 
Amurath ; at which that haughty Prince was fopro- 
vok’d, that having after much Difficulty fupprefs’d the 
Impoftor, he in Revenge of the Affront laid clofe 
Si-goto Constantinople ■, and the Emperor, to divert the 
Tyrant, in Conjunction with the King of Caramania, 
whofe Sons had marry’d three of Amurath' s Sifters, 
AD countenanc'd another Mufiapba , lirnam’d the Little, 


1417, or his younger Brother, 


Nice , took it, 


l4-p. together with feveral other Places in Afia , whither 


T<re T*M".h bhorrly after this Manuel the Emperor dy’d, after 
•f -’knucl a Rejgn of thirty Years, during which he had been 

Witncfs of many Revolutions, and ftruggled under a 
multitude of Difficulties, but at length enjoy’d a 
Tranquility, whilft his Neighbours were engag’d in 
Wars round about him. Towards the latter end of 


Amurath was forc’d to pais over to oppole him. 


Hi, Cm- 
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his Reign he was fo broken with Age, that the Ad- 
mini (fration of pubhek Affairs was committed to his 
Son John, who lucceeded him in the Empire. 

From the fmall Account left us of this Emperor, wc 
find that he was patient in Adveifity, and humble in 
Profperity, exceeding grateful to his Friends, and no 
Ids generous to his Enemies, whenever they fell into 

his 
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his Power. He was both a prudent and politick 
Prince, and like a skilful Phyfician at lead mitigated 
the Rigour of that Difeafe, which it was not in the 
Power of Art to cure. Some fay he rcfign’d the Em¬ 
pire to his Son 'John Paleeologus in 1419, and aflumingOnup 11 *. 
the Name of Anthony , took upon him the Religious 
Habit, living in a Monaftery ’till the Year »4if. 

John VI. furnamed Pal<eologus , found the Turks fo John VI.: 
powerful, that he was glad to accept of fuch a Peace 
as Amur at h would condefcend to give him: He not 
only quitted to him all the Towns lying upon the Pon¬ 
tic, Mefemhria , Derci , and a few others which were 
able to withlland the Force of the Conqueror’s Arms 
excepted, but engag’d to pay him a Tribute of three 
hundred thoufand Afpers yearly \ a great Price for 
the peaceable Enjoyment of the poor Remains of the 
Roman Empire, which now contain’d little more than 
Conji ant inop le it felf. 

Manuel , the late Emperor, had two Sons befides 
John, the Elder of which was call’d Tbeodorus , who 

dy’cl of the Plague, and the other Andronicus, whom 
he had made Governor or Defpot of T’heJJ'alonica , to 
which Amurath laid Claim, as having been formerly 
conquer’d by Bajazet j after whofe Death it relaps’d 
again to the former Proprietors j who perceiving they A. D. 
were not able to maintain it againft the invincible 1451. 
Power of the Ottomans, deliver’d it up to th e Venetian s,Thefa}o- 
which occafion’d a long ex penfive War betwixt them 
and the ‘Turks, ’till in the end Amurath took it by xJkl 
Storm, in the Year 142.9, or 143 r, having firft pro¬ 
mis’d his Soldiers the Spoil of that capacious City, 
and the Inhabitants, Men, Women, and Children, 
for their Slaves. 

Nothing could exceed the Calamities of this City, 
but: thofe that follow’d fome Years after at Conflanti- 
ncple, which feem’d to be prefigur’d by thefe. The 
Holy Virgins,devoted to a Reclufe Life,became fub- 
je£t to the Loft of the mod libidinous Conquerors, 

and the noble Matrons fell a Prev to infolent Vaga¬ 
bonds, 
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bonds, and undiftinguifh'd Slaves. The declar’d Ene¬ 
mies of Jefus Chrill profan’d the Altar, robb’d the 
Churches of their Sacred Ornaments, and blafphem’d 
God in the Sanctuary. Miferies ’till then unheard of, 
and not now to be exprels'd, fell like a Torrent upon 
the Head of a guilty and impenitent People, whofc 
cbftinate Iniquities and daily Provocations had forc’d 
the Divine Vengeance down to overwhelm ’em. When 
jimuratb had thus, with the Infolence of a viftorious 
implacable Enemv, facrific’d the milerable Inhabitants 
of fhcjfdlomca to his brutish Barbarity, and repeopbj 
it with Subjects of his own Nation, he return’d to 
jldrianople, where he gave Audience to the Venetlv. 
AmbafTadors, who, weary of the War, andafraidldl 
hefhould in the end tranflate it into Euboea, made Pro- 
pofais for a Peace, recommended with luch Concef- 
lions on their Parts that s] wit at I: at length dil'dain’d 
not to condcfcend to it, tho* he inflantly directed his 
reltlels Aims againft other Chrillun Princes, by the 
Fertility of whole Countries he was allur’d, or en¬ 
rag’d at their generous Love of Liberty. 

This amazing Progrefs of the Turks give John th 
Emperor great Reafon to fear, that his petry Empire 
would at iength become their Prey, unlefshe receiv’d 
timely Ailittance from the Latins , in whom all his 
Hopes of Succours rifled, which made him ibnotillv 
defire the Union of the Greek and Latin Churches, 




the only means to effect it. Whcrdore hearing i 
Council was to be celebrated .1: Ferrari^ and being i : - 
vitedto i: by Eugeni its IV. I-’ope oh Abtfre, he went thi¬ 
ther in Perfon, attended by the Patriarch, the CiogV' 
and a long Train of G'tcsi.tn Princes, and was magni¬ 
ficently receiv’d by the W eitern Princes. At l\ore 
to which, by reafon of the Plague that rag'd at /v>- 
rara, the Council was afterwards remov’d, the Union 


between the two Churches was effected, and fubfenb’d 
to by the Pitnarch and the tdl ot rhe Bohop«, wfn 

/ ^ • - I 

gain’d more by i: than the Emperor, tor thevhu’ 
hberai Pennon^ allow'd ’em for their Support, wh 


r* \ * 
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as he receiv’d nothing but uncertain Promifes of Af- 
fiftance hereafter, and had little Reafon to expe£fc the 

Performance. 

Upon his Return he found his People little fatisfy’d 
with what had been done, efpecially when they heard 
that fbme of their Bifhops refus’d to fubfcribe to the 
Decrees of their Council, ’till they had receiv’d the 
Money they had bargain’d for before-hand, by that 
means publickly proliituting their own Confciences, 
their Religion, and the Truft repos’d in’em, forGain. 

This Uneafinefs in his Subje&s, the Lofs of his Em- 
prefs Defpina , who dy’d during his Abfence in Italy , 
and the daily Encroachments of th eTurks, were Cala¬ 
mities too infupportable to one already broken with 
Age and the Gout, and haften’d him to his Grave, af-|^ 1 "^ < ‘ 
ter he had reign’d twenty four Years, and beheld the J”, ° r 
unavoidable Ruin of the Empire gathering at a Di- 
ftance, and like Waves in a tempeftuous Sea rolling 
on with an impetuous Courfe, ftrengthping and en- 
larging it felt in its Approach. Tho’ molt Authors 
agree upon the Time that he reign’d, yet they differ 
ns to the Year in which he dy’d, fome placing his 
Death in the Year 1444, or 4^, and others in 1448. 

H: left the Shadow of the Empire, and the CaresC ov-.tan 
that attend it, to his Brother Conflantine, but the Sub- TI: ' U: Pa 
( lance was gone long before. His Dominions were 
a!mo(l included within the Walls of Conflantincple^ 
whither the Imperial Power and Authority retir’d, 

(Tuning with a languid imperfeft Light ; as Life and 
Heat are driven frequently from the Members to the 
Head, of which at length they are dilpolLL’d by 
Death. 

Amurath , the Turkifij Sultan, did not long furvive Amura'h 
the limperor, but dying in the Year I4f0, leit hi*/" 
large Dominions to his elded Son Mahomet , whofe 

Mother being the Prince of Servias Daughter, and a t htG <At 
Chridian, the Chridians promis’d themlelvcs t \i Hrffc 
mighty Advantages from the Death of Amurath, but 

quickly found how much their Hopes had deceiv d 

T un > 
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’em* for Mahomet outwardly profefs’d the Supcrftiti. 
ons of his Fathers, and declar’d himfelf an Enemy to 
Chriftianity, tho' in reality he was of no Religion at 
all, but derided the Simplicity of thofe who thought 
God concern’d himfelfwith the Affairs of theWorld} 
and to give Mankind a terrible Inftance of what they 
Were to expedt from him, he was no foonerconfirm’d 
in the Throne, but he put his Brethren to Death. 
At firft he enter’d into a League with the Emperot 
Conftantine , but fo foon as he had finifh’d the Carama- 
nian War, which detain’d him for fome time in Afto., 
he then pafs’d over into Europe and hairing built a 
Fort, call’d by the Greeks Nteocaftrum, oppome to a- 
nother in call’d Afprtcafiron,or the white Caftle, 
by which means he had a perfect Command of thofe 
Streights, and was able to curb Conftantinople , from 
whence this Caftle was but five Milesdiftant, and in¬ 
terrupt theTrade which the Merchants of Venice, Ge- 
noa , and Conftantinople d rove at Corfu, he then thought 
it in his Power to take that City, fo often attempted 
by his Predcceftbrs, who after long Sieges had been 
forc’d to rife from it with Dilhonour. 

The Citizens of Conftantinople were exceedingly 
concern’d at this Undertaking, conceiving, upon 
good Grounds, that it wasdefign’d for their Deftrudli- 
on$ wherefore the Emperor fent his Ambaftadors to 
Mahomet to expoftulate the Matter with him, to re- 
prefent to him the Injuftice of the Attempt, and if 
poflible to divert him from it. But the arrogant Ty¬ 
rant was fo far from complying, that he threaten’d to 
pull his Skin over the Ears of any other that fhould 
be fent to him upon that Errand, and proceeded on 
in the Work, which in the Beginning of the Spring 
was finifh’d} afeer which he fent his Troops abroad, 
who fcour’d the Country up to the very Gates ot 
the City, which the Emperor by a provident Care 
had before fupply’d with plenty of Provifions, and 
other Neceftaries requifice to a Siege. And at the 
fame time he fent to defire Aid from the Pope, and 
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the other Chriftian Princes, who notwithftanding, 

mif-led by a ftrange Infatuation, fuffer’d the City to 
become a Prey to the Turks, whilft they fate (till as 
idle Spectators, or were wholly employ’d in petty 
Quarrels among themfclves. 

In the beginning of the Year a Year fatally A. D. 

memorable to all Chriftendom, Mahomet march’d 14 f 3 . 
from Adriano fie at the Head of three hundred thoufand 
Men, Bulgarians, Servians, Macedonians, Germans, Bohe¬ 
mians, Hungarians, and even Greeks having lifted them- 
felves under him } it being always the Policy of the 
Mahometan Princes to allure Chriftians to fight againft 
their Brethren, and to turn their unnatural Arms a- 
gainffc themfelves. To thefc were added his effemi¬ 
nate Soldiers of Afia, his natural Turks and Janiza¬ 
ries, in Number fewer, in Quality inferior, and yet 
they commanded all the reft. With this Army, well 
appointed with all warlike Provifion, Mahomet came, 
and on the ninth of April encamp’d before Confianti - rehoUy 
nople, covering with his numerous Troops all the main 

Land before the City from the fide of the Bofphorus nope. 

to the Haven, which the River running far up into 
the Land, makes between Per a and Conftantinople. The 
Afiaticks were plac’d on the right Hand towards the 
Bofphorus i the Europeans lay on the left, extending to 
the Haven, and the Sultan himfelf was planted with 
fifteen thoufand Janizaries and other Guards over- 
againft the Heart of the City, and in the middle be¬ 
tween both. His Admiral at the lame time brought 
a Fleet confiding of thirty Gallies, two hundred fmall 
Ships, and other Idler VefTels mann’d with Turkifh 
Archers, who were more for Shew than Service. The 
Emperor on the other fide had no more than feven 
great Ships belonging to the Genoefe , with three Cre-j.^,j 
tan Gallies, as many from Vmice, and two Galliots, 
and a few other fmall Vellcls of Chios , all which came 
thither upon the Account of Trade, and by Chance 
rather than upon any defign of Service, for which 

they were not well provided. Befidcs the Greeks 

L c arm’d 
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arm’d by the Emperor for the Defence of the City, I 
he had entertain’d in his Service Joannes JuftinianusA 
a Genoeje Adventurer, who having been fcouring thofc I 
Seas, came about that time to Conjiantinople with two I 
tall Ships, and four hundred bold, hardy, and expc-1 
rienc’d Soldiers. This Man, being of noble Defcent, I 

receiv’d a hearty Welcome from the Emperor, who I 
made him Lieutenant-General of all his Forces, con* I 
lifting of no more than fix thoufand Greeks , and three 
thoufand Strangers, upon whofe courageous Defence 
the Fate ot the Empire depended. 

7 .cVrcyf'j When Mahomet had aflign’d each part of his Army 
r ,■.!‘ ti- their Several Quarters, and had inamannerfurrounded 

the City both by Sea and Land, he planted his Bat¬ 
teries as near the Walls as poflible, and rais’d great 
Mounts in feveral Places as high as the Walls them- 
lelves, from whence the Defendants were forely 
gaul’d by the Turkijh Shot. He had in his Camp a 
Piece of Ordnance of a prodigious Size, drawn with 
much Difficulty by an hundred and fifty Yoke of 
Oxen from Hdrianople,\vhcre it had been call by an Hun¬ 
garian Founder, who had formerly offer’d his Service 

to Conflantine , from whom he met with fo fmall En¬ 
couragement, that he fled over to Mahomet whilfthe 
was buiy’d in building his new Caftle, who alfign’d 
him fo liberal a Penfion, that for a quarter of it he 
would have continu’d firm in the Emperor’s Service. 
With this vaft Piece Mahomet terribly fhook the 
Walls, and made fueh Breaches, that the Defendants, 
who omitted no part of their Duty, found it almolt 
impoflible to repair ’em. At the fame time his Pio¬ 
neers, diredted by fome fugitive Chriflians, had 
brought their Works to fuch Perfection, that part of 
the Wall and a great 'l ower Handing upon it were 
entirely undermin’d, and there wanted nothing but 


the Tyrant’s Diredtion for the blowing it up, when 
a German Captain call’d Granils , a Man of great Ex¬ 
perience in Services of that Nature, fufpedting the 

Enemies Defigns, wrought a Countermine, and fav’d 

the 
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the Cicy for the prefent. This, and the vigorous^ Turk- 
Refiftance of the Defendants, prolong’d the Siege,* 111 Fleet 
and threw the Tyrant into a great Rage, which was 

aggravated when he beheld from Shore his whol eftkaship,. 
Fleet worfted by four Genoefe Ships laden with Men 
and Ammunition from Chios , and one belonging to 
the Emperor, freighted with Corn from Sicily. The 
furkijh Admiral at the firft fight of ’em was order’d to 

take ’em if pofiible, or at leaft to prevent their join¬ 
ing the reft of the Fleet which lay crofs the Haven, 
over which the Emperor had drawn a Chain from 
Pera to Conjlantinopk , and plac’d the Fleet within it 
for the Security of the Harbour; but the Purkijh Gal- 
lies being low built, their Crew, when-ever they 
boarded one of thofe tall Ships, fought with a migh¬ 
ty Difidvantage ; for the Chriftians from on high 
thunder’d their Shot down upon ’em, and made a 
bloody Havoclc among ’em. Mahomet all the while Mahomet’* 
beheld the whole Action from aihore, and perceiving ,n f olent 
the unequal Fight, and prodigious Slaughter of his R ^*' 
Men, he tore his Hair, blafphem’d God, and with a 
blind headftrong Fury rufh’d into the Sea, as if the 
Waters were bound to bear him and his Horfc to his 
Fleet, and he by his tingle Prefence was able to turn 
the Fortune of the Day ; ’till inftrufted better by 
his Danger, he turn’d back, and fill’d the Air with 
loud Outcries, and direful Execrations. At length 
his Fleet, weary and difabled, for they are faid to 
have loft above ten tlioufand Men, retir’d with Dif** 
honour, and all the Chriftian Ships, except one which 
was funk, got fafe into the Harbour; which when 
Mahomet perceiv’d to be fo ftrongly defended, that be 
could not poflibly force it, nor confequently aflaulc 
the City on that fide, he enter’d upon a bold extra¬ 
vagant Defign, of which none but a Soul large as 
his own could be capable. For having commanded 
all the Wood from behind Pera to the Haven of Con- 
ftanthiople to be fell’d, and the Ways mended as well 

as the Nature of the Ground would admit, he con- 

E e 2 , triv’d 
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triv’d certain Engines by the Affiftance of a Renega- 
do Chriftian, who had feen fomething like it pra&is’d 
before by the Venetians in the Lake of Benaco , with 
hi an- which he convey'd eighty of his Ships with all their 
■Lty.lz cf Sails flying, to the Admiration of thofe who faw it, 

tr,t7~er ovcr Land the fpace of eight Miles, into the Haven 
Lx'd /cj °f Confiantincple, where the Chriftian Gallies attempted 
thtHiztn. to have burnt thofe Veflels as they were launching 

’em j but Mahomet had before planted feveral Pieces 
of great Ordnance for their Defence, with which 
he funk the foremoft of the Gallies, and forc’d the 
reft to retire. Having thus got Poflelfion of the Ha¬ 
ven, he caus’d a Bridge to be built over it with won¬ 
derful Labour and Expedition, by which means that 
part of his Army which lay encamp’d near Pera^ could 
pafs over to the Walls of Conftantinople , and aflault it 
on that fide alfo. 

In the meantime the City was not in more Danger 
from her Enemies without, than her own Citizens, 
who were milerably divided with Faftions within j 
and ’tis wonderful to confider how far that unhappy 
People were tranfported with a blind Zeal for Reli- 

at a time when they were furrounded with 
and Deftru&ion ftood waiting at their 


The Beta- 
it ur (f the 

r « r 

H 'i - • 


gion, 

Dang 
Doors to devour ’em. 


Wl - J 


waiting at 
The Difputes relating to the 


3 = - 


Union with the Latins were grown by this time fo 
high, that fome of principal Authority in the City 
made no Scruple of declaring, that they had rather 
Due. cap. j cc a Lurk 's Turban, than a Cardinal’s Cap at Conjian - 

- tint pie ; by that means facrificing all that was dear to 
’em, their Duty to their Country, their Intereft, their 
Libertv, and that very Religion about which they 
with fo much Heat contended, to their private Ani- 
moii::e r , sr.d ill-grounded Opinions: A ftrange In¬ 
fatuation, an: a manifeft Token that God in his Dif* 
pleafure had forfaken ’em. 


Dur: 
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fa Deputes and Contentions, the Auxi¬ 
liary SoHiers r.tutiny’d for want of Pay, and the In* 

refut’d to go upon the Walls, declaring they 

had 


v ,c.:- 

4- «• w- a • 


n ^ - c 

- % V 






CXIV. 


Con ft. Palsolo 




had no Courage to fight againft the Turks in the 
Breaches, whillt their Families ftarved at home for 
want of Suftenance. To remedy thefe two great E- 
vils, after the poor Emperor had firft with Tears in 
vain requefted of his covetous Subject': to lend * heir 
Money for the Defence of the City, and they affirm’d 
with Oaths that they had none, but were reuje’d to 
extream Poverty for want of Trade, he was forc’d to 
convert the Plate and Jewels of the Church into Mo¬ 
ney to fatisfie his Soldiers, and commanded a View 
to be taken of all the Corn in the City, which upon 
diligent Search was found in great Abundance in pri¬ 
vate Mens Hands, who conceal'd it on Purpofe to 
make an unreafonable Advantage of it j which howe¬ 
ver the Emperor now caus’d to be divided proportio- 
nably to every Family at a reafonable Price, and fi- 
lenc’d the Complaints of the People, who were by 
that Meansfupply’d with morethan theTime allotted 
’em by Fate would fuffer ’em to confume. 

For Mahomet having now prepar’d all Things necef- Mahomet 
fary for a general A (fault, the fatal Hour was ap -prepares for 
proaching. The Report of the great Preparations the a z ,neT ^ 
Princes were making in the Welt for the Relief ofthe ft<>rw ' 
City, made it debated in a Council of War, whether 
the Siege was to be continu’d or rais’d. Some were 
ef Opinion that the Army ought to break up and de¬ 
part, without running the hazard of a Defeat from 
theChriftians; but the Arguments ofthofe who were 
for the Continuance of the Siege agreed bell with 
Mahomet 's Humour, whereupon the Day was appoint¬ 
ed for a general A (fault. Haly Baffin , who had for¬ 
merly been Mahomet's Tutor and was of the other 
Opinion, difdaining to have his Counfel reje£ted,and 
inwardly well inclin’d to the Chriftians, fecretly ad¬ 
vertis’d the Emperor of it j for which he was after¬ 
wards feiz’d by the Tyrant’s Order, and carry’d in 
Bonds to jidrianople, where he was forc’d byexquifite 
Tortures todifeover his Treafure, after which he was 
in his extream old Age put to Death. 
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The Emperor, forewarn’d by this friendly Admo¬ 
nition, firlt recommended the Care of himfelf and 
the City to the Divine Protection, and then appoint¬ 
ed every Man to his Poft, for the Defence of the 
Walls j but becaufe the City was fo large that all Parts 
could not equally be defended by fo fmall a Number 
as were the Befieg'd, the greateft Strength was plac’d 
for the Defence of the outer Wall, where a confide- 
rable Breach had been made by the Piece of Ordnance 
before-mention’d. This Juftinian , with three hun¬ 
dred Gence'e, and a felect Body of Greeks , undertook 
to defend; and the Emperor himfelf, with another 
Body well arm'd, was polled near him. Here they 
lay all Night, waiting for the Time when the Afiault 
was to be given, and hearing with Aflonifhmcnt a 
great Noile in the Turkifs Camp, who were making 
Prepaiations for it. Mahom:; had fome time before 
offer’d ’em a Peace, but upon fuch Terms as he knew 
they would not accept, which was done either to try 
if they had Courage to hold out to the laft Extremity, 
or to juftifie all the Barbarities he was refolv’d to exer- 
ede againil ’em, when he had mafler’d the City. 

Eaily on the twenty ninth of May Mahomet de¬ 
tach’d a great Number of fuch as were leafl regarded 
by him to begin the AfTault, who were defign’d for 
no oth.'.r purpnle but to weary the Chriflians, before 
the Attack was begun by his more vigorous Aflai- 
hms, who were twice or thrice repuls’d by the Be¬ 
fieg'd, but with frefh Courage they renew'd the 
-Afiault. During the Conflict Jujlinian receiv’d a 
Wound in his Arm, at which when he perceiv’d he 
bled apace, he withdrew from his Charge, without 
leaving any to command in his room, and cau- 
fiirg the Roman Gate to be open’d, which had been 
fhut with the reft by the Emperor’s Order, that his 
S ' Idiers obfer- ing there was no way left for ’em 
to e cape, might fight with a more defperate Cou¬ 
rage, he rei:r’u firit into the City, and getting from 
thence to Pcra , he took Ship and fail’d to Chios , 

where 
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where he finilh’d his Life with more Ignominy, than 
he could have loft it with Honour under the Walls of 

Conftantinople. 

The Soldiers, difmay’d at their General’s Retreat, 
and furioufly aflaulted by the Janizaries, quitted 
their Pofts in great Confufion, and fled too, ftri- 
ving to follow him in at the fame Gate } whi¬ 
ther they prefs’d in fuch great Multitudes that eight 
hundred of ’em were trodden under foot, among 
whom was the Emperor himfelf, who, perceiving 
that neither his Words or Example could remove 
the panick Fear which had feiz’d his Soldiers, 
fled with the reft for Safety, and was prefs’d to 


Death. 

In the mean time the ‘Turks, being animated with*’"* »“*• 
the Flight of the Chriftians, advanc’d their Enfigns,-^".' 
and repeating with reiterated Shouts the joyful 
Sounds of Vi&ory, rufh’d in at the Breach, and 
like a Flood whole Fury had been long reftrain’d, 
bore down all before ’em, killing fuch as came in 
their way, whether they fubmitted, fled from ’em, 
or had the Courage to refill. For conceiving, by 
the vigorous Defence they had made, there had 
been many thoufands more in the Place than there 
really were, they gave no Quarter, but fill’d the 
Streets with Blood and Horror. The Miferies that 


hereupon enfu’d were fuch as Eye hath not feen, 
nor Ear heard, neither has it enter’d into 


the 


Heart of Man to conceive, exceeding even thofe 
Jerufalent once felt, which are fo lively reprefent- 
ed by the difconfolate Prophet, and to which all 
other Defcriptions would be infinitely inferior. Du¬ 
ring the Heats which arofe upon the Account of 
Religion, thofe who oppos’d a Conformity to the Due. 

Romifb Communion abfented from the great Church, 

‘ * ’ ' Adver- 


whithcr 


as difdaining to communicate with their 
faries ; but now their Fears drove ’em, 
their Charity could not before lead cr invite ’e 
' ‘ in promifcuou3 Crouds as to 

E c 4 a * 


They rulh’d thither 



4 l 4 


The Dexib 

of v t Err,- 

J 

£ir:r. 



The Roman Hiflory. 


Vol. V. 


an j 4 fylum\ but the Holy San&uary could afford no 
Protedion to thofe, who had forfaken God, and 
for that Reafon were forfaken by him; for they 
were all {lain without Pity, except fome few re- 
ferv’d by the barbarous Conquerors to Purpofes 
more grievous than Dearh it felf. Whilft fome weee 
1 afy'd in prophaning the Churches, and with im> 

Hands tore down and defac’d their Holy 

their 


7 


pious 

Ornaments, others equally barbarous forc’d 
miferable Captives, and with Torments ’till then 
uninvented, to difeover the Treafures thofe unhap¬ 
py Wretches had hid from the Emperor during the 
Siege, and which now appear’d lo great that the 
Turks wonder’d at their Wealth, and at the fame 
time derided their Folly, that pofleffing fo much 
they beftow’d fo little in Defence of themfelves 
and their Country; and at this very Day, when a 
Man is obferv’d to grow rich on a fudden, the Turks 
fay by way of Proverb, He has been at the Sack of 
Conftantinopk. 

Some fav the Emperor was net prefs’d to Death, 
but that he, being accompany’d with Theopbilus Pa- 
clcgus , Francis Comnenas^ Demetrius Cantacuzenus , and 
the reft of the ftouteft among the Nobility, did 

more than could be well expe£ted of a Man, to 

the Inundation of the Barbarians , ’till he 
was forc’d to yield to their infinite Number; and 
when he law all his Companions kill’d, he 

a lamentable Tone, What , is there no Chri- 
fiian near me to cut off my Headi And that one of 
the Enemy, who did not know him, wounded him 
in the Face, whilft another came behind him, and 
ftruck him dead; and that Mahomet , to honour the 
Courage of fo great a Prince, commanded that all 
the Funeral Honours due to Emperors fhould be paid 
him. 

Thus dv’d Crafantir.c Pal.eohgus, the laft Emperor 
of th c Greeks in Ccnf.ini maple, and had the unfortunate 
Honour of being accomp.tny’d by the Empire in his 

Fall, 


oppofe 


cry’d 


out in 
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Fall, after he had liv’d forty nine Years, and reign’d 
almoit ten. He dy’d, as forae of his Predeceflorf de¬ 
fied to die, in A£hon, fighting with his Sword in his 
Hand for the Defence of his Country j like a fecond 
Mojes Handing in the Gap, and endeavouring to avert 
the Divine Judgments from his People, but the Mea- 
fure of their Iniquities was compleat, and the deltroy- 
ing Angel was fent out againfl: ’em. To refer private 
Calamities to the Sins of thofe on whom they are in¬ 
flated is juftly efteem’d bold and uncharitable, but 
when God’s Judgments are difcharg’d in general upon 
a whole Nation, when the Upright perifli with the 

Wicked, and the Innocent with the Guilty, then it 

is lawful for us humbly to enquire what it was that 
forc’d the Divine Indignation down upon ’em, and 
to juftifie the Decrees of Providence j and fure the 
Greeks are equally an Inftance to us of God’s Mercies, 
and his Judgments. He had forborn ’em long, tho’ 
they daily provok’d him by their Pride, their Impiety, 
and Uncharitablenefs-, ’till at length he rais’d barba¬ 
rous Nations up, who were firft admitted to chaftife, 
and when they ftill continu’d in their Impenitency, 

then were they at lall commanded to deftroy ’em. 

They who reafon thus upon this DifTolution of the 

Conft'antinopolitan Empire, which has fince prov’d fr> 
fatal to all Chriftendom, are more to be commended 
than thofe who aferibe it to Caufes, which favour 
more of human Policy, and derogate from the Refprdfc 
due to Divine Providence. This great Revolution 
happen’d in the feventh Year of Nicholas the Fifth, 
Pope of Rome \ the thirty fecond of Charles the Se¬ 
venth of Trance , and thirty third of Henry the Sixth, 
King of England , A. D. iqy 3. 
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INDEX. 
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A. 

Tius an 'Eunuch, his ambitious 
Practices againft Irene, p. 3. 

Aiacafeus his advantageous Stratagem , 

Alexander, the Son of Bafilius, fucceeds 
Leo the Philo fopher, p. 6 y. his dege¬ 
nerate Reign. 66 . and Death , 67. 

Alexius Comnenus fent againft Rufe- 

liu c , p. 101, and fuppreffes htm^ 202. 
he commands againft Bryenniu.s zop. 
whom he takes Prifoner , ibid, his Stra¬ 
tagem by which he defeats Bafilacius, 
207. revolts from the Emperor Nict- 
pborus III, 209. and is declar'd Em¬ 
peror bp the Officers of the Army, 110. 
he takes Conftantinople, 211. and 
depofes Botoniates, 212. his Actions 
againft the Turk?, 216 whom he for¬ 
ces to a Peace, ibid, defeated by Ro¬ 
bert, 221. reduc'd to great Nec‘jfities, 
222. his Artifice , 224.. overthrown by 
the Scythians, 227. his great Vidory 
over 'em, 228. his fecond ZVar with 
the Turks, ibid, he again overthrows 
the Scythians, 135% his Behaviour to 
the Crttfade , 24.3, & fequ. his Arti¬ 
fice 2 j 6 , his Death, and Character , 

260. 

Abx:us II. a Child > left Emperor , p, 
289. depos'd and ftrangled by Andrc- 
nicus, 297. 

Alexius Angelus depofes his Brother 
ll aic, p. 314. his ominous Reception 
into the City, 315-. his Averfion to 
pub lick Affairs 31 6 . his fenjelefs Se¬ 
curity, 32 r. fltes from Conftautinc- 


pie, 3if. ' foilicits the Turks againft 
his Son in-Law Tbeodorus Lafcaris, 
337. . who confines him to a Monafle - 
ry. ibid. 

Alexius, the Son of Ifaac, releas'd by 
his Uncle , p. 317. flies into the IVeft, 
318. folicits the Latin $ for his Refio- 
ration, ibid, and comes to their Ar- 
my , 320. crown'd Emperor, 316. mur¬ 
der'd by Murtzuphle, 329. 

A] u fan us a Bulgarian, hts Fortunes, 

1 ff, & deinceps. 1 

Andronicus hts ambitious Dtfigns, p. 
276. marches towards Conflantino- 
p!e, 291. enters the City , 293. his 
Cruelties , 294. orders the Emprefs to 
be fir angled, 296. declar'd Emperor , 
ibid. y?r4Jfg/« Alexius* 297. hts great 
'Tyranny, 298. flies and is apprehend¬ 
ed, 301. murder'd, 302. Am CAa- 
racier, 303. 

Anna Comnena. Daughter of Alexius 
/Ae Emperor, her Deftgns againft her 
Brother Jjhn, p. 261. by whom fhc is 
pardon'd, i 6 i. 

Antioch taken by the Crufade , p. lfo. 

Aflan, King of Bulgaria, p. 343. over¬ 
throws the Prince of Epirc, 344, 

B 

Baldwin, Earl of Flanders, choftn Em - 
peror of Conltantinople by the La¬ 
tins, p. 33f. befiegts Adrianoplc, ib. 
and is cruelly put to Death, 336. his 
Char abler, ibid. 

Baldwin II. fucceeds Robert Emperor of 
Conftantinople, p. 346. folicits the Af- 
fiftance of the Princes in the Wsft, 348. 

his 
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bis great Security and Poverty, 3pp. 
lofts Confttntraoplc, ibid, his Endea- 
wms to have himfelf reflat'd, 363. 

BarbarofTi’i Preparations for the Holy 
Wm, p. 307. obftrucled by Haacius 
Angelo*, 308. his Azfwtr to Ifaa- 
ciui his Ajnbaffaders, 309. htsfecond 
Anfwer. 310. ht foras Ifaac to fub- 
mit , ibid. 

Bardsnes declar'd Emperor by the Army 
in the Eaft, p 6. his Eyes pluck'd out 
by order efNicephorus 1 , ibid. 

Bardar, Brother to the Emprefs Theo¬ 
dora. his Intrigues wtth the young 
Emperor Michael Iff, p. 42, 43 his 
great Authority, 44. created Cxhr y 
4 p. murder'd, 47. 

Bardas Pnccu ufurps, p. 10!, and is 
fupprefdd, 104. declar'd General a- 
gamft Sclerus, 112. whom he over . 
throws . 124. proclaim'd Emperor by 
the Male-content 126. and dies cf 
Pciftm. 129. 

Bardas Sclcrus ufurps, p. 117. over¬ 
throws the Emperor s Eorces. 119 his 
Generals defeated, 110. overreach'd by 
Manuel, the Emperor*: Lieutenant, 
111. beats Phocas, 123. overthrown. 
124. vnp'ifond at Babylon, ibid. 
releas'd, and returns into the Empire , 
127. imt>rifj,;d by Phocas, 128 fet 
at Liberty, 130. and reconcil'd to the 
Emperor, 

Baft acius ufstrps, p. 20 6. defeated by 
Alexius, and taken Prtfoncr, 207, loi. 

Bafrius Macedo his Parentage, p. 47 
declar'd Czfar, ih;d. murders the Em¬ 
peror Michael, 4S. breaks the Power 
cf she Manichers 49. his fuccefsful 
Stratagem po. addicted to Magic* c, p». 
imzo.'j on by a Monk, ibid, his Death 

and Character , p:. 

B it urus 11. faceted* John ZI mi fees, p. 1 16. 
enters Bu.^aria, lip. but returns wtth 
dtfjpu>*T, bid. hts Wars with the Bui- 
girun , 1 ; 1. his Succefs 133. he for¬ 
ces 'em tofubmit, 134. his Death and 

Character, 138. 


Bo he mo nd defeated at Sea by the Ve* 
netians, p. 219. joins with the other 
Princes in the Crufade , 244, in grt# 
Danger, 247. defeats the Turks, 248. 
his Practices with a Citizen of Ami. 
ocb, 2yo. his Stratagem , 2P3. befit . 
ges Dyrrachium, 2p6. his Death and 
Character . ap8. 

Boniface, Marquefs of Montferraf, ert . 
4 ted King of Theffaly by the Larin?, 
p. 3 3p. takes Alexius the Ufurper ht- 
(oner, 237. 

Branas ufttrps, p. 3*$. and is Jlain, 307. 

Bryennius ufurps in the Weft, p. 204, mi 
is taken Priftmer , 2op. 

Bulgarians beaten by the Romans, p. 16. 
their Wars with the Empire , p6. beaten 
by the Hungarians, fj. invade the 
Empire, by. fubmit themfelves to Bali* 
l:us, 134. 

C. 

Calo-Joanr.es fuccteds his Bather A- 
lexius, p. 261. hts Wars with the 
Turks, 263. and the Scythians, 264. 
his Conqu efts in Armenia, 265*. hts 
Reconciliation with his Brother and 
Sifter , 2^2, 2 6p. his Progrefs into the 
Eaft 267. wounded by a Boar , 268. 
his Speech before his Death , ibid, hi 
Death and Character, 169. 

Carbeis, a Manichec, revolts to the Si« 
racen r , p. 4 ': 

Cbzafthlan hts Entertainment at Cr>n- 
ftanrir.cp’e, p. 278. his treacherous 
dealing, 279. ajjifted by the Peifiaris, 

:Sr. overthrows Manue 5 , 2S2. his Be¬ 
hai ir-ur upon his Advantage, 284, iSp. 

C( nride. Emperor if Germany, under¬ 
takes the Crt*f*Je } r. 271. betray'd by 
Manuel Corn c- u-, 273. 

ConfUnune vy. fuccteds Alexander, 
p. 67. marries Rom anus Lacopenus 
his Daughter 7 3 . fuffers Romanus to 
be crown'd Emperor, 74. whom he pro¬ 
cures to be remov'd 81 by which means 
he is reftcr'd to his former Dignity, 
S:. poibon'd by his Son , 87. hts Cha - 
rafter, iDid. 


Conftan* 



N 


D 


E 


X. 


ConftanrineVII. faceted* .Zimifccs, with \ 
bis Brother Bafilius II, p. '* i6. hi* 1 
Management when foie Emperor, 1 39. I 

bis Death , 1 41. I 

Conftantinus Monomachus faceteds 1 

Michael V, p. 160. reduce$ Maniaccj, j 
161. and overthrows the Ruffian 1 ,1 
ibid. and fapprejfes Tornicius, 46 ;. 
bis great Profufenefs, 17 S* His Death , I 

177. I 

Conftantinus Ducas facceeds (Ifaacius 
Comnenus, p. 186. his Death and 1 
Charafter, 189* I 

Conftantinople befog'd by the Latins, 
p, 321. burnt , 327. bejiegd a fecond 
time and taken , 350, 331. and plun-\ 
derd for a whole Day together , 332* 
taken by Mahomet, 42 3. 

Oufade, the Princes of it, p. 138. they 
befiege Nice, 247. and Antir ch, 248, 
and take it , 270. they take Jerufa- 

lem, 

D 

Dan dole, (Heny) of Venice, his 

Character, p. 319. hiS Bravery, 323. 

Dolianus proclaim’d King of Hungary, 
p. if 3. he is bltndtd. , if6- 

E 

Euphemius declar'd Emperor by the Sa¬ 
racens p* 30- and is murder d, ibid. 
Eufta r !;ius his defer ate Attempt , p. 136, 

and Succefs, 137. 

G 

Gr dfrey nf Bulioign, 0&* 0 / *6e Princes 

in the firfl C'ufade, p. i 3 *>- 
with his Army at Philipp polis. 242. 
marches in an Hofitle manner to C01- 
ftanrincple, 243. an Agreement be¬ 
twixt him and the Emperor , ibid. 
Guifchard (Robert) his Expedition a. 
gamfl Alexius p. 217* brji:ges Dyr- 
rach:um, 219. his Kef cl at ion, 220 
defeats the Emperor m.and takes the 
Town, 221. call d into Italy, 2.2,3 .his 
Death, 224. 

H 

Henry the ftccnd Emperor of the La¬ 


tins in Conftantinople, p. 338# his 
Death, 340. 

Hungarians defeat the Scythians, p. 188. 

defray the Van of Peter the Hermit's 
Army , 240. affift the Servians, 276. 

I 

Ibatzes the Bulgarian oppofes Bafilius II, 
p. ijf. reduc'd by a Stratagem, 136. 
Jerufalem, taken by the Chrifiians , p. 

John the Eunuch , Brother to Michael the 
Paphlagonian, p. 147. his Behaviour ,. 

1 f o . and great Power , 1 f 1, 153. hit 
Exactions , iff. 

John,/*e Xiphilinu?. 

Joho,K/w£ of Bulgaria, affifls the Greek*, 
p. 33f. and puts Baldwin the Latin 
Emperor to Death, 336. 

John- Ducas Vataces facceeds Lafcari* 
at Nice, p. a 9. crown'd Emperor, 34a. 
his Succefs againfl the La ii s, ibid. 
concludes a Peace with the Turks, 343. 
and enlarges his Dominions , 349. hit 
Death and Character, 3fo. 

John de Bricnne, titular King of Jerufa- 
falem, Guardian to the young Emperor 
Baldwin at Conftantinople, 347. 
where he dies. 348. 

Irene offers herftlf in Marriage to Charles 
the Great , p. 3. depos'd and bantfh d, 

4 * 

Ifaacius Comnenus declar'd Emperor by 
the Army , p. 181. Stratio- 

ticus 6b F^m, 183. whom he forces 
to rejign , 1S4. 6/r Behaviour in the 

Empire , ibid. 6b Refignation and Cha¬ 
racter, 186. 

Ifaacius Angclus SarMiwy p. 300. 
crown'd Emperor, 301 he defeats the 
Sicilians 304. 6/j Forces defeated by 

the CyprLis, ;of. 6/; Behaviour to 
the German Emperor , 307. 2r6o /or- 
cei £. ; ;» /J ftbmit, 310. h:s Negle# of 
| State 4 ff art. 312. 6y his Bro- 

I thtr, 314 his Char abler, bd.reftor'd 

\ by the Latins* jzf. bi> Death , 328. 

K 
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X. 



K 

m Scythian, revel:s t$ the Ro¬ 
man*, p. 169. bu Cruelty, 17 9. wound* 
ed\ 171. and murder'd, 173. 

L 

Leo IV. declar'd Emperor, p. xy. over- 
throws the Bulgarians. 16 . oppefes 
Image-rVorfhip, 18. he is murder'd 20 . 

Leo V, m danger cf his Life through 
the Tra&ices of a Monk, p 5-2. fac¬ 
eted* his Father Baliliu*, his ti'a r s * 
With the Bulgarians, f< 5 . Confpiracies 
0g2sr.fi him differ'd yS. m2rr.es his 
Concubt:e Zoe, ibid, his caufelefs Jen- * 
bujies . 62. his Death and Chara¬ 
cter* 63 

Leo Torr.icius ufurp:, p. 1^3. ar.d is 
f*f>p r efs'd ibiu. 

U 


» 

I 


Maniaces ufurp s, p. 167. ard dies* 161. 

Manuel Comr.er.us fucceed- bus Father, 
p. 269. dtfcchgts the Pco:!e ty his Ad- 
nsmiftraticn, 271. his lr;.icr;ery to ike 
IVtfiern Privets* 272. his liar; v::h 
Roger, King cf 5 ;c i, 3 2-3. Lis Prs- 
grefs to Antioch, 277. ht s Bekazicw 

- . - ft 


* _ f 

towards the Turks it id. his Ir.dfirt- i 
tLn, 1S1. wh:;h cccaficr.s the L:fs cf j 
his Army* 282 k:s uneo pitied Deltie- 

, Q 

L 


ranee 

*L 
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4^ r/i r\erc;iin:ns /^ 

Re/?, 2S7. ;. ; . y Dr-me, ibid. 

Death and Character z 23 . 

Mantel FaiaeoJrgus Emperor. p. 
hefiegd by B-j.ze:. withdraws 

frem Ocnihnnr.cplr, ;ir. rficr'd 

41 r. his Ir.trz sews Tilth Ta mcrUne, 
ib.J, /is Death and Character 411. 
M.chael 1 . fuccteds Nicepr.orus, p. 12. 

mud refigrs , 1 f . 

Michael II. £»i fi*bavic:er durrz the 


Rern cf Lro I 
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<> 

who c:n 


- - , P ,5 ; 1( , 

fines him ;ri J . but is murd-r d by hi y r., 
a f roc aim d Emperor, 11. his Opi¬ 
nion m Mat ten r f Religion, 22, his 
Ico'e Life , 19 /„f 30. 

Michael ill. CucueJs his Father Thee- 
pbliur, p. 43. 4 degenerate Irtnct 43. 


his great Prodigality. 44. Army p. 
verthrown by the Saracens, ibid, cn . 
ales his Uncle Barda*, Cxfar, 4^. com¬ 
mands him to be murder'd* 47. and it 
murder'd by Baliliu*, 48. 

Michael IV, marryd to the Emprefs 
Zoc p. 149. and is made Emperor* 
iyo. he quits the Empire* turns Monk, 
and dies* 177. 

Michael V. made Emperor, p. if7. h% 
depofes Z c, iy8 . and is depos'd him - 
ft if* 160. 

Michael VI. declar'd Succeffor to The- 
oco r 3, p. 178. his Behaviour, igo, 
raf: an Army agamfi ifne Corine* 
mis, 182. which is defeated, 183. 
whe r eupon he refigns, 184. 

Michael Djcas declar'd Emperor, p. 197. 
his Avarice gains him the Name of 
Parapinaccs, 202. he refigns* 203. 

Michael Pdxil'rgue withdraws to the 
Turk*, r. 371. recall'd 372. afpires , 
3ff. declar d Protedcr of the Empire, 
;biC, and is crown d Emperor, 35-6. 
removes with his Court to Confla>m- 
no;!e, . which he repeoples with 
Greek inhabit Ants, z6t. he plucks Out 
John, the young Emperors Eyes* 362. 
fir which t:e is excommunicated by the 
Patriarch.. 363. the Troubles that en - 
fud thereupon, 364 his Innovations 
in Religion* and Perfections ibid, ex - 
communicated by the Pope* ;6y. his 
Death and Character* ;66. 

Mur r zuphie his treacherous Defigns , p. 
328. murders the yettng Emperor, 330. 
andfi’es 332. 

Muz do left Guardian to the young Em¬ 
peror J hn, p. 37 3. envy (l by theism 

bdity , 35-4. and is murder’d* 3yy. 

N 

Nice befegd by the Chrifiians, p. 247. 

furrenuer d to Alexius, 24^. 

N c phorus declares agai'fi the Emprefs 
Irene p 3. dclar’a Emperor, over¬ 
thrown ty the Ajabians, 7. Jlain in 


liulgari?, 7 I. 


Nice 
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Nicephoms the Patriarch banifh'd by 
the Em few Leo, p. ig. 

Nicephorus CaUanicus his Exploits *- 
gainft the Saracens, p. 89. triumphs 
at Conftantinopic 91. fAuted Em - 
fetor in the Eajl , 92. crturn'd at Con 
ftantinoplf, ibid, his Expedition. 94 
his Behaviour at home, 97. ftdin by 

Z'.mifcc r , 98. his Char abler ibid. 
Nicephoros Boroniates ajfijled by the 

Turks, p. 103. acknowledg'd Emperor 

204. depos'd, 212. 

P 

Pacutianus his Anfwer to Alexius p 
109. * r 

Peter, the Hermit , the cccafton of the 
firft Crufade , p. 236. his unfortunate 
Expedition, 238. and unhappy Conduft, 

239. he arrives at Conitantinoplc’ 

240. pajfes the Straits, 241. and lofts 
his Army , 242. 

Philip, the German Emperor, engages the 
Princes of the Crufade to affft his Bro¬ 
ther Alexius, p. 318, 

Pbocas defeated by the Bulgarians, p. 70. 
declar'd a Traitor , 73. and is blinded, 

74 - 

Phocas, fee Barda*. 

Pyrrhus, an Antiochian, bitrays the City 
to the Chrifttans, p. 25*0. 

R 

Roger, King of Sicily, his Wars with 
Manuel the Greek Emperor , p. 273. 
Romanus Licopenus Admiral of the 
Roman Navy, p. 71. crown'd Empt- 
f6r > 74 - his Speech to the King of Bui 
garia, 76. depos'd by his own Sons, 82. 
Romanus, the Son of Conftantinc VI. 

I is Prabhces againfl his Father, p. 85. 
whom he fucceeds in the Empire, 88. 
his Death 90. 

Romanus II. his firft Actions , p. 141. 
his Expedition againfl the Saracens, 
*43 A// great Severity, I45*. potfon'd 
by the Emprefs Zoc, and JUfled in a 
Bath. 148, 149. his Char abler, ibid. 
Romaous Diogenes marries the Emprefs 


X 


Eudoci*, p. 192. Ins Suueft agamM 
the Turks, ibid, new models the Ar¬ 
my, 194. rtjefts the Peace offer'd by 
the Turks, 19^. defeated and taken 
Prifoner, 196. his miferableEnd, 198 

S 

Samonas 4 Saracen, Favourite to Leo V. 1 

his cuming Intriegues, p. lo. his Dif* 
grace 6 3.. 

Saracens invade the Empire , p” 7. their 
Succefs 8. fettle in Crete, 28. 0- 
verthrow the Romans. 44. driven 
out of Crete, 49. their Fleet deftroy'J § 
j-o. defeat the Romans in Sicily, 93. 
loft their Fleet , 94. Antioch recover'd 
from 'em, defeated before the 
Town, 100. revolt, 142. their De~ 
fign upon Edefia prevented , iy2. con* 
quer'd by the Turks in Perfia, 154. 
Scythians break into the Empire , p. 169', 
their Wars , 17 1, 21 defeated by the 
Hungarians, 188. overthrown by A- 
lexius, 228. they renew the War , 1331 
and are overthrown, 13^. 

Sicilians, their great Cruelties at TfaeC 
falonica, p. 299. defeated by the Em¬ 
peror Ifaac AngcJus, 304. 

Stauratius, Nicephorui his Son , crown'd 
Emperor, p. 7 . marry'd to Theopba- 

nia, 8. forfake* the Palace , and turnt 
Monk ) 12. 

Stephen, Romanus Lacopcnus his Son» 
depofes his Father, p. 8a. and is him- 
felf depos'd, 83. 

T. 

Tangrolipix declar'd Sultan of the Turk* 

in Perfia, p. i6y. his Ablions, 168, 

& dein. 

Teichomere hk tragical Story , p. 15*4; 
Theodifhij appointed Tutor to the young 
Emperor Michael III, p. 40. by whofe 
Order he is put to Death 42. 

Theodora, the Daughter of Conftan- 

tine VII. declar'd Emprefs together 
with her Sifter Zoc, p. 1^9. $$ foie 

Emprefs, 177. her Management and 

Death, 177, 178. 


Theodora 
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Theodora, Thcophilas tbt Emperor's j 

Widow, Regent during her Sens Min*- I 
rtry, p. 40. who forces her from Court, I 

41. J 

1 heodorus * Monk, his dangerous Craft 
p. f2. hu P uni foment 5*4. I 

Tbcodorus Coroner,us Prince of Epire, 
his Actions, p. 33$.. &c. 

Theodoras Lafcans, Emperor of the 
Greeks m Nice, p. 334. his Aclions . 
336. appoint: his Succeff&r, 339. his 
Death and Characltr, 341. 1 

Thccdcrus Lafcaris !I the Son of J hn 
Dccas, fuccecds his Father in the Fm - I 
fire at Nice, p. 5 fi. hts Death, 35-3. j 

Tbecpbilus fucceeds hts Father Mich a- | 

d II. p. 30. revenges the Errpercr I 
Leo’s Murder. 31. in great Dancer. 
33. his caufcUfs feoloufies. 34. ks:\ 
Death, 39. his Saying before his Death 
and his Character* 4c. 

Tbeophcb'Js h s Brth and Character, 
p. 32. declar'd Lrvfercr by the muti¬ 
nous Pcr:i:r.s. ;6. murder'd by the 
Emperor Thccphiius his Order t 40. 
Turks conquer Pcirria, p. i6f. urfeated 
by the Roman?, 167. th-.ir Sticcefr m 
Iberia, 174. their hiturficns into /,;* 

Empire, 109. their O firs frr a Peace 
refilled, 197. defeat the R'-roan:, 199. 
Mrs Agreement among therr/e.-.es fata! 

to tbt Chisjlians 20c. conclude a Peace 


E X 

with the Emperor Alexius, 21& dei 
feat id by the Crufado , 248. ten the*, 
fund flam by the Chriftixns at Srnyrv 
ca, z; 2 . become tributary to the Tar^ 
tars, 3pi. firft call'd into Europe, 
372. where they defiroy the Emperor's 
Provinces, 373. overthrown , 375*. de¬ 
feat the Chriflians, 391. fttrpriu 
Nice, 392. their firft Settlement ta 
Europe, 406. they take TbelTaloni- 
C3, 413. befiege Conftantinople, 417. 
which they take, 423. 

X 

Xiphilinus (John) Patriarch of Coa¬ 
lman rinopie, over-reach’d by an Eu¬ 
nuch, p. 191,192, 

Z 

Z ; . mi fees, hns Succefs againft the Sara* 
cens, p. 93. afpires to the Empire , 97, 
cr even'd. 100. hts Expedition , lop. 
his Succefs, ibid. &cc. his Triumph at 
Confhminople, 113. pot (on d . i!f. 

Zjr, a great Beauty, marry d to the Em • 
per or Leo V, p. yS. bxmflid from 
C:wt 66 . recall d, 67. remov'd from 
the Government, 72. and fvic'd into a 
Mok after y, 74. 

Zo?, Daughter of Conflantine VII, 
marry d to Romanus II, p. 14 1. whom 
jhs potfms, 14S .depos'd by MichaelV, 
ipS. reftor'J , 15-9. marry d to Con- 
fuc::ne VIII, 160. her Death, 176* 
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